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•to THE 



HONOURABLE AMD BIGHT REVEREND 



Dr. HARRINGTON, 



LORD BISHOP OF SALISBURY. 



MY LORD, 

XlLMONG the many expofitions of 
the Scriptures, I know none of the kind I 
now offer, under your Lordfhip's patronage, 
to the public. You exaftly hit my idea 
when you called it a readable one-— in op- 
pofition, I fuppofe, to the generality of ex- 

« 

poiitions, which are too diffufe to be read 
with eafe, though much fitter to be confulted 
than mine. 

Thougji 



vi DEDICATION. 

Though I have not the prefumption, my 
Lord, to fuppofc that mine can be of much 
ufe to the profeffed fcholar ; yet I am willing 
to flatter mylelf, it. may be of fome affiftance 
to two clafles of people — to the younger ftu- 
dents in divimty, «» iah intire€te€li«» to the 
Scriptures — and to thofe, whofe engagements 
in the world, or neceffary bvifmefi, may pre- 
vent their making deeper refearches. 

Your Lordfliip knows how many years I 
have employed upon this work, and how long 
it hath lain by me; and yet, though I hope 
I have neither been deficient in reading, in 
thinking, nor in confulting my friends on the 
fubjca, I ftill bring it forward with apprehen- 
fion. Nothing is more arduous than to com- 
mcnt on the Scriptures — to pubUJh our own 
interpretations of the' word of God. In many 
places we mujl conjeBure -, and there will cycr 
,be a variety of opinions. I humbly, however, 
trufl: in God, that I have hazarded no conjee- 
ture^ nor have given any explication of "obfcure 
points, inconfiftent with the gentral fenfe of 

Scripture, 
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Scripture, which is certainly our beft guide in 
all dubious pajfages. 

Your Lordlhip's approbation of my work 
is one of the beft grounds of my hope, that 
it may in fome meafure anfwer the ends I 
propofe. I am, my Lord, with the greateft 
refpeft, 

Your Lordfhip's moft obedient. 

And obliged, humble Servantj 



WILLIAM GILPIN. 



VicarVHill« 
Afril 1 2th, 1790. 
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GENERAL PREFACE- 



AT the time of Jefus Chrift's birth, the whdc world 
enjoyed profound peace. The fovereignty of Home, 
under Auguftus Ciefor, had united, and in a degree civi- 
lized, almoft all the known nations of the eatth^. This* 
indeed, mzj be confidered as one of thofe modes of pre- 
paration, which God had provided for the reception of the 
gofeel. The feveral parts of the empire were not only ren- 
dered more acceffible to it, but were better difpofed to 
receive it. The age was more enlightened; impoftures 
were more eafily deteded ; and the evidences of that reli- 
gion, which wifhed for the cleared light, were produced 
with greater force. 

Among other nations, the Jews fell under the govern* 
ment of the Romans. They felt, like the reft of the 
conquered provinces, the avarice and exa£tions of pretors 
and publicans; but, on the whole, the^ were humanely 
treated. They were fuffered to live under their own laws, 

.■■■■IIP V i»— >ifc^ I II I < I I ^ Kmmi^m^m^^ma^^tmmm^tm^mf^'^m'm^^^mfm i I v . ' J f '.' 
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* This wa^ Pliny '« opinion. The Roman eoipire* he tel^s us, 
ffarfa congrtgaret imperia^ risus motHret, Sic, fie Roman em/irt 
Md cdlittid iffi diffsnut g§^tttmmtms of ibi mwrld into 99i r— k^d 
M^4pid their f^agg ritts^diffimnated f fffffr^ f^^if ^f ^JR^ fif 
tntircourfi of mankind'^ anal in fifortt had ududk iht worlitO' a 
M^U ^ k^f^^^Ot* (Nat. Hift. b. iii. c. 5.)-— ^Thc conqueft of 
Europe by the Romans, fays Dr. Lightfoot^ nvai om of tht means^ 

in the Lord** providing t to hfrrovf tkL'wnlff f^^^if f^ ^fi 
it ihi hitter for tbijovnng of the go^L 



/ 



X GENERAL PREFACE. 

with a few reftriflions ; and their religion was left invio* 
late. The bigh-prieft exercifed his oiEce, and the Sana- 
drim, in a great degree, their power. It is true, indeed, 
the eihperor (ometimes interfered in the promotion of thefc 
rulers ; yet RiirtKeir fun£lions went regularly oh.' 

In the mean time, the nation became exceedingly cor- 
rupt. The Babylonifli captivity, which had been the pu- 
nifhment of their idolatry, had efTedually rooted out that 
crime. But they had adopted others- The fpirit of their 
religion was. gone: and though the form of it rem^ined> 
yet different rites, of Babylonifli^ Egyptian, Syriac, and 
Arabic origin, bad, in (bme degree, polluted the purity of 
the Mofaic ritual. Their morals, too, were much infc£ted« 
Roman luxuries and Roman vices h^d found their way 
into Judca^, and had greatly corrupted the people at Urj|(c;[ 
but chiefly in the vicinity of Herod, who was. proud of 
adopting the licentious manners of hi^ conqufrorsf • 

The learning of the Jews^ in our Saviour^s time, con- 
fided almoft entirely jn the gloiTes and interpretations of 
their rabbies upon the law. This licence in religion wa^ 
in an earlier period unknown. The qld Jcwifli feer or 
prophet, who was enabled to work miracles in piT^of of 
h|s.> divine^ commi(Iion» was the fole interpreter of fcrlp.* 
ture. He recorded all events, both civil aud eccIeGaflical. 
He warned. the difobedient of the judgopents, of God \ an^ 
reproved both kings and people. Under this high autho- 
rity, all licentious opinions were rcftrainedj^and the Jcwi& 
church was unacquainted with fchifm. 

After Malachl, who was the laft prophet,, and lived 
about four hundred years before Chrift, th&yjewifti churcli 
by degrees divided into different feQs. Of the(e, thcf moft 

'J' 

^ See anacdcunt'of the corrupt &ate 6f judea at this time, io 
ttrdii. Credib. p. I. b.i. . - 

'" fi * remarkable 
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GENERAL PREFACE. - xC 

temarkable^ both in themfelves, and as they fa -frequently 
occur in fcripturcs were the Pharifees and Sadducees. 

The hypocritical chara£lcr of .the Pharifce is well 
known ; his fblemn deportment ; his fliew of re%ion } 
his pride and contemptuous behaviour; his ftri&nefs in 
triffes^ his licence in matters of importance. It was his 
grand tenet^ that tradition was equal to the law ; and was 
given by God to Mofes as' a fupplement,to the pentateuch. 
From this fundi of which he had the fole pdfTeffiod, he 
impofed various obfervances on the people^ which contri- 
buted more than any^ thing elfe to deftroy the genuine fpirit 
of religion. After our Saviour's time, thefe traditionary 
ordinances were collefbed, and became the Mifna, the Ge- 
mara, and the Talmud. Thefe books, though very corrupt 
commentari^a on the Jewi(h law, have, however, been of 
grear ufe among Chriftians, as they throw various lights on 
the cuftoms and proverbial phrafes of the Jews, and make 
the fcriptures better underftood *• 



* Dr. Lightfoot, at the expence of great learning, hath puH- 
li(hed a large coUe^lion of paflfages from thefe writing s, under 
the title of Hebrtfw and Talmudicai ExercitatioKs % which throw a 
flron£ light on oor Saviour's inveftives againft the Pharifees, 
whole traditions were the ground- work and foundaiioa of al! thefe 
corruptions. From this work I ihali give an. iniUnce or two of 
the abfurd gloflTes of the Talmudifts on the Hebrew Icriptures. 
•^•^-*la fpeakiDg of the paffage of the Ifradites over the river 
Jordan, they tell as» the waters rofe, on. that occafion, twelve 
miles in height.— With regard to Jacob's ladder, we are in- 
formed » that the brfadth of each ftep W49 about thirty thoufand 
miles ; and that the bulk of each angel was eight thoufand miles 
10 cooipars.^— In proof of the refurredion it is affirmed, that a 
bone called Luz» feated in the back, is the principle of future 
life % aitd that it had been demon^raced by Jofhua ben Hananiah. 
That great rabbi took the bone Luz, and threw it into water, 
which did not diflblve it. He threw it into the fire which' could 
not confume it. He brought it to the mi!), which could not 
grind it. He laid it on an anvil, airtd ftrock it with a fledge. 
hammer : the anvil was cleft, and the hammer was broken ; but 
Las remained oninjarcd*. 

a a Th« 



sit GENERAL PREFACIL ' 

The Saifiluccff wzs a Jewiih frecthinlmr. He denied ft 
future (late, and heliivei nekber angel mr fpirii. As he ac# 
kfiowlcdgcd, bowcver, the pentateucb, in which he found 
miany narratives of angelsi it is difficult to accoum far hii 
dtfhellef of thefe heavenly beings. 

In oppofition to thefe latitudtnarianst another Jewiflb 
itdt rah into an oppofite extreme. Tbele vevc the Eitectf 
who carried their religious feverities to a ^reot kdght. At 
tliey livedi however, chiefly in the reandte parts of Jodka^ 
they were littk known : their name is not even meiftionrd 
in fcripture \ though it is foppubd they ave athided t6 ia 
fome p^flages ; particularly by St. Paul in his epistle t6 the 
G>]offians *• 

Some few, however, diere were in th^ Jewifli aatiotu 
who, with rational pi^tyi ftill endeavouncd to p gft fcfff 
the purity of fcripture; allowing no atbttrary interpret 
tation, and difavoinng tradition. Among thefe^ we ma]^ 
fuppofe, were Simeon, Nicodemus, Jofepfa of AriaaftAea, 
and, indeed, all who read the prophetic writings without 
prejudice, and acknowledged Jefus to be the Meffiah. 

The great truth of an expeAed Meffiah, Was what all 
fc£l3 umverrally agreed in believing. But while it filled 
the true interpreter of fcripture with holy joy and pious 
hope, it had a very diflFerent cflfeft upon the body of the- 
Jewilh nation. Notwithftanding the gentle treatment th^y 
had received from the Romans, they bore the yoke with 
impatience. They were not aftuatcd by a fjpittt of civil 
liberty, as other nations commonly were i but by ^ kind of 
fpiritual pride. They were the defcendants of Abraham j 
and conceiving themfelves to be a free people, they never 
loft the hope, from a full dependence on the prcdiAions of 
(heir prophets, of recovering their liberty. It \t true, theit 
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* See chap. ii. 23. - 
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prophetic deliverer was ilrongly marked with- charaSdrs 
which could not poffibly accord with a temporal prince. 
He waa held.oiK, indeed^ ad their Redeemer from bondage^ 
but it appeared plain to the attemilre interpreter, that this 
bondage was of a fpiritual nature. The nation, faoweTcr, 
in general^ overlooking the humiliating circumftances of 
thefe defcriptions, applied only the fplendid and triumphal 
pM« to their expeAed deliverer ; and reje£led Chrift, as he 
did not anfwer fiS^^r ideas of a Meffiah* At the fame time, 
they were continually breaking out into rebellions^ through 
the deceptions of y^^ Chrijh and falfe frophets i and thus 
held out in their belief of prophecies, which never could be 
fulfitled but m Jefus Chrift, a ftttmg proof that he was 
the real Meffiah. 

That a gener,al expc^ation of a Mcffiah ifaould prevail 
in Judea, is not /urprifing, as the prophetic intimations 
df this great event were fo full and fo precife. But it is 
fomewhat fingular, that the fame idea (hould be found 
among heathen nations ; as it certainly was about the time 
of our Saviour's appear^KX.- Suetonius^ and Tacitus t 
both fpeak of a king, that was expe£led to \iri(e out of 
' Judea at that period. The Pollio of Virgil alfo is a poem 
of a very peculiar chara£ter* It abounds with evangelical 
traces, through whatever means the poet became paffeiSrd 
of them. But Plato prefents us with paflTages ftiil more 
furprifing. He tells us, a divine revela$i$n is necijfur^^ U 
explain the true vm/bip of G^^^to Add authmty to fMrai pre* 
cepU^^to ajjijt 4mr beft endeavoups in n virttumi ceurfe^^to 
fix the future rewards and punifbrnents cf virtuous and vi* 
cious conduB — and to poifvt out feme acceptable expicttion for 



• Vit, Vcfp. cip. iv. t Hift, lib. v. 

a 3 /«• 
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fitt^. In jToon^ paflageii b€ comes even yet cU&r to 
Chriftianity. In cue place^ he introduces Socrates telling 
AlcibiadeSf th^tf.//* ftHure timet a divine Perfin Jhould ap^ 
pear J tvhoy in. fure love to maniirtdf Jhould repine all darknefs 
from. bis mitfdi aijd. inJlru3^him'how to offer his prayers and 
praifes in thsjnojl acceptable %vay to the divine^Being^, 
^ There cam be little doubt, I thinki but that all ;theie 
intimations. < frpm heathen writers m\ift have origimted 
from the Jewiih fcriptures ; which, we have reafon to be* 
Heve, were open to the learned inquiries of . thofe days. 
The Jewiih. nation was . certainly the great mean, which 
Providence made ufe of to prepare the wori4 for the re- 
ception of Chriftiai^ity. The grandeur of their * tempk — - 
the fplendour of their religious rites — and the great renown 
of their lawgiver — all confpired to draw the attention of 
learned foreigners: while their travels; their wars, both 
fuccefsful and unfuccefsful ; their comQiercQ; gnd ubove 
all, their captivities j tended to diil^epainatej^ through the 
means of their fcripture^, thofe high expe^ations which 
their prophets had raifcd, K we do not fuppofe all this, 
we mud at. lead believe thefe heathen authprs faw thofe 
great defeats in the nature of man, which : the gofpel was 
intended, to reform. In Platoy partlcu]ariy> we., mufjb 9C* 
knowledge a noble mind, ftruggling after the tri^th of Reli- 
gion; and prefenting us with an irrefragable argument, 
that human reafon alone is infufficientto difcover it. 

But whatever hopes th& heaihen world might entertain 
on this head, the birth of Chrifl; coinpletely fulfilled the 
whole Jewifli difpenfation. It threw a new fplendour on 
the law,-and'On the wifdom pf the lawgiver. The Levitiqai 



• See a fuller calledion of fimilar pafTage^ in Blackwall's Sac* 
Ciaflicst vol. ii. p. 88. 
f Alcib. ii* p. 150» 
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ceremonies, in themfel?es fo fingnlar and onbteI%iblet 

affumed perfpicuity, propriety, and beauty, when it was 
fotind^ that, as types, they figured out a more explicit 
revelation of God^s will ; ^nd that the great fcheme of the 
redemption of man might almoft palpably be traced through 
every one of them. On the other hand, the gofpel (hone 
with a much fuller blaze of evidence ;. when it appeared, 
that the life, . the death, and the office of the Mefliah had 
not only been predi^ed by the prophets of the Old Tefta- 
ment; but had been pourtrayed, as it were, and viGbly re- 
prefented, by the rites of the oldeft religion on the face of 
the earth, and the only religion which bore the ftamp of a 
divine inftitution. 

According, to the whole tenor of prophecy, Jefus Chrift 
was bom in the iQweft ftation, though of the family of 
David* Bethlehem was the place of his birth; but bis 
chief abode was Nazareth, where he continued id obfcurity» 
till the thirtieth year of his age.-'--*— About that time, John 
the baptift, who had been miraquloufly born, appeared in 
the office of forerunner to the Meffiah ; calling men to re-> 
pent, and prepare themfelves for the gofpel. 

When John's miniftry ceafed, that of Jefus commenced. 
His firft bufiuefs was to choofe difciples, to affift him to 
preach the gofpel; to propagate it after his death;, and 
chiefly to be witnefles of his life and rel[arre£tion. He 
^hofe them from the loweft ftatipns ; and had no refpe£fc 
to the abilities of the mind, but to the fincerity of the dif« 
poGtion. He particularly avoided perfous endowed with 
human learning, left the gofpel ihould be attributed to 
paiuraDy caufes *.r-i^Thus accomp2^11ed, he preached the 

« .• 
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♦ I Cor. i. 26, 27. 
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gbfpel thtoiigh Jodea, doriAgtlie fpkccol three fcmi toA 
eonfiraied tlie truth of it fay minclee. 

Tfce Teiigion he tMght iras very plaiiii however wrought^ 
by the iflvemioRs of maiii into a complex and myfterioof 
jnftittttion. It was founded onthe'ioft conditioa of mda« 
kind, and their utter inabrlny of teftoring themfelves id 
God's favour. Faith in hin^ aB thehr Saviour and lawgiver) 
tras the firft condition he required ; and that men might 
not believe without ^ fufficient ground for their faicliv he 
appealed to the prophecies he fuifitted, the miraBcles he 

performed, and the holy dofirines he taught. As the 

fruits of faith, he expe&ed men to repent of their fins and 
lead holy lives; thus reftoring themfelves, through God's 
grace, (which was proftiifed to their prayers and endea* 
vours,) to that purity of heart which tlidy hsid originally 
loft. Thefe were the plain conditions Of the f[ofpel : and 
06 the performance of them, ht |>rdmited mankind the 
pdLtdon of their fins through his death, and a reftorution to 
riiat everlafting happinefs, which their firft father had for- 
feited. He did not, however, openly profefs himfelf the 

Meffiah, even to his own difciples ; at leaft not till towards 
the eonclufion of his fniniftry. Their prejudices were yet 
Wo Arong to bear the troth. The idea of a crufifiid Rt^ 
Jleeiher was ftill beyond ^heir conception. He exprefifed 
hhnfelf, therefore, indire^ly on this head ; but yet with 
fixch perf^icuky, that, 'afteV 'his refurre£libn »nd afcehfioh, 
his difciples, tetnembering what he had fiiid, received it as 
fuB cdtMAion.— — On Vntoy occafions, alfo, he ufed the 
{ifara^Mc manner of feadhing.; which waa> indeed, the 
eomM<$n vehicle of lAioWledge in the eaft. The talmudical 
writings are full of it. Thi^pnc^s of thegofpel our Lord 
renders fufficiently plain; though he fometimes inforces 
them by a parable* But the chief ufe he makes of this 

mode 
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tiittit tf iliflyiiftiM) is in aeietHxiq; tbe fahM 'peb^rdk 
hf his kifigdottii and its iMsptioti iii the wodd. 'Hhcfe 
helices thie iU^fHfpdreA could liot imfapply ; ^ils iht 1». 
Ikvas aft<»#^dk {Mug them oom^ctely £ul£lkH, (fatk fi^- 
tables ef tMs jrind lislve ^a pfidpfaddc loaft^} iras confinnod im 
his faith* 

Tte {ireadihig »fd 'ininides of Jdfus h^d ihetr due 
tikSt on 4lle fimffilcity of cfe ccmnMi people, Mio at^ 
Itodfcd himln^dat nuiBbersi ihoUgk^maay ofjthem pi^ 
hably tttidefr tlie ex^cQtfiion. ^of a lempond deliMraacei 
-^hich ht ^I%ays «iid^n^imdt hamcfw, tm jrepiefs. .Xhe 
ffewiih rulefSy in the mean titne» could not ibaar the idta 
of a Teligitfn, whioh was in^endeA toifupetfede die Lovkfflal 
faiw^ and to introdiice^aH the natiofts e(f tlie eartk t^.lhe 
fame degree of favour with God^ whiph. the Jews liad ^9t- 
rogamly apprdprtfffcd to them£dvt«. Bot :die ckahi Aer o£ 
|efos was 4b ipopntaf^ ^at bis enemies wove lobUged to ^0% 
with great icamion. Having at loi^th» h<m^?er^ crbtajaiet 
a f^odrable dppbmtnity of ieising him privatety^ d»roH^ 
tbe treadiery of ^one of his dtiicipieS) they ^aoonled hi|M9 
the Roman governor, and had inflaeoee'enou^ to prOfsuif 
his condemnation. On the third day after his. deatln 
he arofe from the dead, and appeared to Aiany p^Klple^ 
We have>an account 'of his appearing to more than J^ 
bundifii peffim rat Me time*. But his aj^ftlee were the 
only 3perfons whom :he appointed ais bis ebofen miitnfffh% 
tQ QSteft and record this great truth to die world* Ht 
continued with his difciples on earth only a flion time 
after his refunedion^ and then afcended finally ialt 
heaVen. 



4. ■ ^i. 



* X Cor. XV* '6. t ^^f X. 41. 

After 
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Attn thefe^ great emits; Che diftii^Ies; under; the influx 
ence.of the Hol]r Ghoft, with which they lirere powcrfuUy 
endowed^ ipread the gefpel through various parts .of the 
wodd^ It had hitherta been confined to Judea: but the 
prophecies which forotold the ^all of thff GentileSf began 
now to be fulfilled* 

t * The next ffep ihij took, was to provide for the future 
ftate^ bf the. chuiehi by writing faithful narratives of the 
life, and':do£bnne8;Qf their Matter*. The doctrines are not 
drawii.<iiit Sn TyftematicJo|0i>. but Mended with the life of 
tHcSr diving. Author ;. and! c^U^uls^d* aotfo much to exer« 
oti the underftandiogy asito imprefsttbe heart. The nar* 
IvHm areali artlefs.tiXvtte.greatfift degi^* No means are 
vfedi' m any ihapey^ tO' pnejudice or filfeittate.the reader. 
Jefus is< ao. where .ptatfecU nor his enemies, afperfed; nor 
the leaft^ attempt made. t€i prove by axgument the truth of 
4ny 4hing that is faid. TJie plain narrative^ in its fimpleft 
fotmi is laid before thofe^ who, living at the time, had an 
^dp^bltunity to know the truth, and were left to make their 
%M^ comments upon it, and hand down their teftimony 
fd^'OthQrs«* -No internal 'evidence, I think, can have mpr^ 
skrtfght. 

•: ThQ epifiks took th^b origin from the errors of the 
tildes. While the Jewifli church 'Was governed by -pro- 
jphets, who had the whole uifder thei£ eye, licentious opi^ 
niohs, as we obfcrved, were eafily reftrained. B^t this 
toder cOuM not fubfift xn the Chriilian duiich, which w^s 
M^dely dffperfed. It pleafed the Divine Providence, there^ 
lenit Xo leave it, after its firlt edabJiibmenti to its own 
native force and evidence. Well d'lf^itd perfons had all 
the means they could ^efire of being acquainted with the 
FruflT: But Tt was loon found that ill-difpofcd perfoos begati 
to mix their prejudices and private views with the fimplicity 
and purity of the gofpei. We meet with many traces of 

this 
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this undue mixture even in apoftolical time^ The.qiiQiqii^ 
of Simon Magus^of the Nicolaitan8«-«-of Hymeneus and 
Philetiis, were all of this kind. But the wrong, opipion^^ 
which were the mod prevalent in the . early churchy were 
thofe of Judaizing;Chri(tians. A numerous body of thefe^ 
in all parts, being ftill zealous for the Xjevitical law^ 
blended their Jewifli ideas with Chriftianity ; placing cir^ 
cumcifi^ on the fame footing ip^ith faith in Chrift and 
good works* 

To obviate thefe and other licentious opinions, the jipoC- 
tles^ efpecially St. Paul, wrote their feveral epiftles^ The 
primary occafioUt it is trucy of molt of ;hefe epiftlcs, was 
tp- oppofe. the erroneous opinions which . prevailed in the 
AiSex^nt churches to which tbeyrwertj written: but ftill 
they were intended to be of ufe.ito iuture Chriftians^ by 
completing th<:ir ideas of Chriftianity. . And^ indeed^ .many 
of the erroneous opinions of later times are very fimil^r to 
thofe of ancient d^te* 

* 

The ftile of thefe facred writings isi in geiyeral, plain 
and unadoruedk The narratives, particularly, are drawn 
up with wonderful fimplicity, Thq fame artl^fs.charaacr 
which marks the , lives of the wrijter^^ diRingui&es alfo 
their writings. Numerous inftances, indeed, we find of 
ftrong figurative expreflions: but thefe are merely* the 
idioms of eaftern phrafeology. In point of comppfition, I 
think, ic muft be owned, tbefe writings are by no > means 
elegant models^ according to the .rules of ctitidim now 
eftabliflied ; nor «qual, in this refped, to many .'works, 
both hiftorical and philofophical, which have been handed 
down to us from antiquity. ^ 

Some learned writers* have takttn.gfeat pains to. evince 
their elegance and.chiGcal parity.. But I think none haye 
■■III ■ I ■ ■ " '-■ I I II I . I . " ' -" " ' " ■■■■■■-■ ■— 

• See particularly Blackwall in his Diifert. on the Sac. Claf. 

gone 
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^fe ihutfli fafflier tliah W tiew, that a few wotds ahd 
^ht^s, ^^tutfa have bc?en cfftcemed twTbartttrs in die New 
^fTettamcni, taay bc^fduttd in good writers. They teivc not 
totitrefl trrititaSy lAto the cc^Hpa^tionioi ^Ok^wtitirtgBf -iN^hich 
<on this pflahioii^htdhTcflf to iiaive been lifboi^ both as it 
«h the mott tfihitiat part Df elegant writings an4 as (file 
lacred ^^vrhciisappctir to have praid fo Httk attcntbn t6 it, 
^* Inft^cdithtey fcariely l^alce with ordihary pto|)rfety ; cer- 
tainly not with what i$ called the purity and "elegance df 
'their toiigtre***^ • 

But ihe icredit ell ifhefe 'divihe *bocfks '^ofes trot hi any 
Tdfpeft depend on inqttiViis oF -thH MmT, whWh indted 
leem rather dAafing, *tt' a^peai% equally Afurd to fup- 
i>oTe, eithet that^ flie 'EftlySpMt attended to the trilKng 
forhis and critical tales of humkn cohipoiition ; or that 
tlie writm, if we mJty fappofe ihein Irft to thcmfelves in 
'this matter, had in eye to the eleganee of fhieit wbrlc^. 
How would every ferious man think they 'had miftaken 
the pointy if they had attended to all the littlenefTes of fine 
writing, while they were engaged in the great work of 
publifliing ftlvatfon to mankind ? And yet Dr. Mid- 
dletcn, with a ftrange hardinefs of criticxfnii thinks their 
want of elegance is ati argument of their want of infpi- 
ration. 

Through all they fi>bke a -noble platimefs ran; 
Rhetoric is ttrtifice ; tbe work of nan ; 
And tricks, and OirHs, that hxtcy nmy dcvife, 
'Arc fkrcoomesn forJiioi ^at rules tl» ikies f . 

In the manner, therefore, of cloathing ilmr thoughts^ .}kt 
>&ercd Wfiters feem to .have i)een left entirely to theififelves -, 
'ind to faa^ wntteii with that fimplicity wfcieh mcni big 



^ See Hurd'ft Sermons^ vol. Hi. Ter, 7. * * f ^Cowpcr. 

with 
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wSh tketr fubyed, imt unyerfed in letttn, niglak ke fiq^ 
poM to ^ile. Elegant vritiag as matter of taic It is 
dire£le4 to the imaginatioa. Thek writinga ace imBbttr 
to the beat t. 

To put tbia matle«> however^ ont of alt dtfputey the apa&i 
ties thcimfelTes repudiatad evety idea of elcfpince and wtfm 
findment of ftyle. Their eonftant language isy '< We come 
not with the excellency of (jpeech> or of vifdom. W<o 
detetmine not to know any thing among you hot Jeftio 
Cbrift, and him crucified. Our fpeech and our peeadting 
b not with the enticing words of man's wifdom : hut in do^ 
monftration of the Spirit^ and of power i that your faith 
fliottld not ftand in the wifdom of men, but in the power ofi 
God**' ■ Here is a reafon given to fiiew even the impro* 
prkty of any attention to diefe matters. 

In Su Paul's writings, indeed, we are fometimea plrafe4 
with the arrangenient of his fubjeA, as well as hia manner 
of treating it ; and thoiigh they are conftru^led in a pAStt^ 
liar manner, figurativip, vehes^eat, defultpry, and by no 
m^ns agreeabh ^ t\ke accurate fornis of mod^ coifipp>r 
fitton ; . yet the author always appears the man of iettenu 
aod writes VHei^nf*. '1^ companion alfo, St. Imke, if 
fuppofod. to have had a Hberal educatian4' jthe efied c^ 
which we dtfeover in his writings. An elegant, plcafing 
fioipHcity ia theif diaracteriftic But each of thefe modes 
of ' wtiaing was the lu^untl vehicle of the wiker'a ti(ougfa^. 
Ih6y.hqrnAArefs on any of thefe human aoeompliflmttnts^ 
fii; Saail, we hxve issn, utlerly rejeSs them. In worfca 
|laen£Dile which have iuperior olauas to oor regaxd> they 
mt of no Gonfequence. Eie|[ance wouid be no addition tm 
liasir Valub; and the want of it therefore can be no detra£lien 
temctfaeirnuiiit. , 

It will tpoBSbf he fuppo&d, that wridnga of indk ctlt^ 
Wiy aarthefc gvfjpela and epiftles, <would give birth, to 

4t many 
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fti^ny fpurloiis compbfittohs in itnitation of tfaem'. tit 
% } faft, there were many ftich, Gofpck and cpiftles" wcrc^ 

ifrrittcn ; ibme with good dcCgns, others with bad ; fome 
Ti» i in the true fpirit of Chriftianity, others in a legendary and' 

; fabntoQs ftrsiin. Of thefc fpurious produ&ions we have 

r many traces in antiquity. As they multiplied, it became* 

i neccflary to diftingntfli them from fuch as were of genuine* 

origin. At what time the canon of the Holy Scriptures 
; was fettled cannot eaCly be afeertained; certainly long 

lUtfore it was recognifed, about the year 365, by the 
council of Laodicea. It is the mofl; general opinion, how* 
everi that it was fettled nearly in the form m which we 
now have it, before the middle of the fccond century ; for' 
in that early period, we have rcafon to believe, it was re- 
ceived in all Chriftian churches as a confirmed rule of faith. 
\ \ and Runners. ' 

\ In this feledion nothing was allowed but what was 

known (and then it might be well known) to be derived 
from apollolic times. Though many of thefe fpurious 
writings were intrinfically gck>d, yet, as they could not 
bring the teftimony of antiquity, they were rejeded* The 
epiftle of Clement to the Corinthians, for inftttnce, was in 
great efteem, and long read publicly in ehurches y but it 
cpuld never get admiflion into the facred canon. Eufebius 
exprefsly affirms, that the three firft gofpels wereaotlibrifed 
by St*' John, wiio - lived to an extreme old age ; and that 
he added his. own as a fupplement. This, however, 'dods 
not feem'. entirely fupported ' by * internal evidence; Tiiat the 
fame apoftie coUe&ed tte other .books oftithe facred caood^ 
is matter alfo of fuppo/itkn : indeed it is moft probable, that 
as it was well known from the earlieft ages whidiof thefe 
facred books were authentic^ no formal jS^sfiRMr.iwKas' ne* 
ceflary. « 

Of the authenticity therefore. o{ thefe bodks^r the candid 
inquirer can entertain no.doubt«^ Efcry- oat:. knows how 

difficult 
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difficult k is to afcribe the Vorks oFah author, wbofe tiamer 
they bear, to any oth^ perfofi. : ]^0' cpmbm^tion of mcxb 
coald ever give the works of Livy to Tacitus,' or of Tackuft 
to Livy. But with regard to the authenticity of the fcrip- 
tures, we argue on ftill firmer ground. They have been 
regularly traced. Dr. Lardner, in his Credibility of the 
Gofpel Hiilory, hath adduced a feries of quotations from the 
feveral books of Ihe New Teftament, in writings ftill texift^- 
ixTg, even as far as to the very times of the apoftles ; which 
is, I think, a proof of the authenticity of fcripture, (hort only 
of abfolute-demonftration. ^ . 

Tirue it is, that the epiftle to the Hebrews — the epiftle 
of James — the fecond epiftle of Peter — the two laft of John 
—the epiftle of Jude— and the Revelations, were, all re- 
ceived later into the facred canoirthan the other books of 
fcripture.* The cafe was, moft of thofe writings were ad* 
drefied to Chriftian churches in gerurali which (bmetimes 
might occafion a lefs certain proof of their authenticity^ 
as they were not delegated to the care of any particular 
body of Chriftians. However, as all thefe writings were 
foon received, and univetfally acknoi^ledged 3 we ffaould 
confider this caution as a convincing argument in their 
favour. 

About the dates* of many of thefe facred writings there 
!^xt difiFerent'opinipns ftill among learned men ; but therp are 



* The reader may here fee two chronological tables of the 
eptftlesy widely drifereot from each other; and yet both Aip ported 
by men of diftinguiflied repattftion. 

' Chronological order of the Epvftles by Michaelis. ' 

A.;D. 

I. Peter from Jerofalem '■ . - '49 

G«l. Theffalonica - - -^51 

1. Thcff,' Cbrinth* - - -IS* 



ml mf coafequi to oft;. io.genfini it nmji i«thfif be. cfi|ofi4«ffc4 
aS' ft xdt\tt§ of <;iiiiofiti^. 



.M 



^iMvta 



Itfactdmift 
Corinth. 



41. Tl^e^. from CcM-inth 
i. Corinth. Ephefos 

tit. CMwtn. 

Roiqans 
James 

Coloffians [ 
Ephefians f 

PiuKpj^Mv y 

ifi^rews* Rome 

Titus NicopoHs 
Ih Piptcr — 

JO^ .11 t il |, _ I 

IL Tiip. *owc 

rpircc Epiftles of John * 
• fUvtUtioiis f aSMQ^ 



Rome 



- S7 
-. $8 

- 58 
rnd of 58 

« 

67 



^ 70 



Chrooological order of the Epif!lcs by Dr. Lardncr. 
••.•■' • A. I>. 

K TheflT. flp0Bi Coiinik - ^. * 5^ 



Galat. 
h Corinth. 

%i*Tim* 

Titus 
ir. (^orifKb. 
Romans 
Ephefians 
.JLTim> - 
James 

Olff; 

Philemon 
Hebrews 
I. Ftaat 
II. Peter 
^ ude • 

t* John- 

II. John- 

}{I, ioha 



Corinth, or 1 
Bphefiis J ' " 
Ephefus 
Ha<[;e4pwa - 
Macedonia, or near it 

Corinth 

Rome 

Rome .: .- . 

Judea 

]R.pm« • - 
Rome ^ r 

Rome or Italy 

Roine : '*' ** r ' 
Rome 

Ephefus 
Ephefus 
Ephefus 






': tevf lations Patmosj or Ephefus 



52, 
end of 52 ' 
crbegiA. of $3 
beg. of 51 

- ' - 5^ 
.<p^ of 57 

- beg. of 58 

• bee. of 61 

X - - 6' 

r " "61 oTisi 

, enid of 6f 

. • end of 6a, 

•. . ^od of 6z 

- beg. of 63 

- . • .,j 64 
- ^ 64 

- about 80 
Af tween 80 aad gf 

bettveen 80 and 90 
95 or 96 
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In a bodky wrktea, as thd Holy &riptures wete; under 
th« dixe£Hoh of God -^ on a fubjefl of fucti importance — 
and addreiTed to all mankind^ one (hould not reafonablj 
cxpe& to find any difficulties. Nor is it probable there 
urere any on its Aid publication: and indeed in all ma^ 
ierial points tbe fame perfpicuity dill exifts. It is plain to 
every one, who reads it feriouflyi that it is an addrefs to the 
heart '^that it is meant to call the minds of men from the 
world*— to eftablifli the belief of a future ftate; and to 
prepare mankind for it by purified afFe£lions. 

But though the great end and intention of it be perfeflly 
plain and perfpkuous, yet in matters of lefi moment a variety 
of caufes have concurred to introduce obfcurity. Nor 
could it have been otherwife without the ihterpofition of a 
(landing miracle. 

In tBe firft place^ midakes in tranfcribing have had this 
effe£l. The collations of MSS. fliew the variations among 
them. We may reafonabiy fappofe^ there hath not exifted 
one MS. perfectly correfi ; and may as reafonabiy conclude^ 
that many midakes have crept into the Greek text which 
have never yet been completely reftified. A very candid 
cxpofitorj fpeaking of fome of the difficulties of the New 
Teftament, fays^ be knows not bow to account for tbem hut by 
fuppojing^ tbat here and there our received reading hath varied 
from the original *• 

Tranflaticms alfo have occafioned obfcurity. Ours is con« 
fefledly a good one. But in the bed tranflations many 
words and expreffions mud lofe their force. The idiom 
of a language fo different from our own, will certainly^ 
wIthoQt carci create difficulty. When a tranflator, indead 
of giving what is acknowledged on all fides to be the un» 



* Dbddridge's prcf. to the 3d vol. of his Fam. Bxpof. 
Vol. I. h douited 
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imAuiJkufi^ thinks himfelf obliged to give the Uniral mmrdsp 
ht often mi/Uads his reader. Our tranflation» for inftance, 
maices our Sa?iour fay, / thattk tha^ O Father^ kcaufi tbm 
hafi bid thifi things fritm the tmfi and prudent^ ami baft re^ 
^uededtbem to babes ; whereas he certainly does not mean to 
thank God for hiding them from the wife and prudent, 
but for making them plain to the unlearned : for fo the 
Jewi(h idiom imports ; and the expreffion, no doubt, (bbuld 
be tranflated to imply that meaning. Thus, again, idk 
words (hould be tranflated nvicked v/ords g and the unfrefit* 
able fervanty a gtiiity one* Indeed in fome paflages our 
tranflation hath taken this liberty. Thtjkward of unrigbter 
'oufite/s,tnd the judge of unrighteoufnefs^ are well tranflated the 
unjujl fieward^ and tiie unjuji judge. We regret that the 
fame liberty hath not more frequently prevailed. 

FroTerbial modes of expreflion«— frequent alluions to 
the ceremonies of the Mofaic law — together with the free 
and bold ufe of figurative language (though clearly un^er- 
,ftood when the fcriptures were written) all tend, at this 
late day, to occafion obfcurity. 

Particles alfo, wrongly tranflated, which frequently oc« 
cur, tend greatly to oblcure the facred text. It is not an 
eafy matter to give particles their proper force ; efpecially 
as they were confidered (at leaft before crlticifm began to 
form its canons) as the mod trivial parts of a difcourfe : 
whereas they are now juftly acknowledged to be among the 
inoft important; inafmuch as they form that conne£lion 

between the .divifions of a Hentence on which its fenfe £b 

• 

..greatly depend Si. It may be added alfo, that there are many 
{>articles which, in our verflon, are rehden;d literally \ though 
in the original they are mere expletives^ and ihould not have 
been rendered at all. 

The manners and cuftoms alfo of fo remote an age and 
country introduce great confufion among common readers^ 

who 
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who cannot eailly reconcile themfeives to nlany things which' 
appear to them abfurd. It is difiicolt for them to conceive, 
how new wine (hodd burd old bottles ; or hoW a man can 
be taken in a bed to the to^ of. a houfci and let down with 

cords. ^Under this head tuajr be confidered feverai of our 

Saviour*8 difcourfes to the Jews$ which appear odd and 
peculiar when compared with any modern modes of ex- 
preffion; but were, at the time when fpoken, eafy and. 
familiar. Thia point, I thtnlc^ deferves great attemion: 
and particularly when we read the writings of St. John* 
In interpreting ^ery many fhrafts of the New Tejtament^ fays* 
Dr. Lightfoot, itisfwtjb much ^vorth luhat we think oftheni 
Jr$m notions of our own^ as in what fenfe theft things were un^ 
dtrfiood by the hearer *. 

Eren bur being accuftomed to read the fcriptares from 
our infancy^ may itlelf, without care, occaGon and confirm* 
our ignorance. What we afe well acquainted with, feems 
eafy ; and paflages which, in fa£b, we do not underftand, 
may often appear inteUigiUe, merely becaufe they ate 
familiar. 

But perhaps nothing has contributed fo much to intro^ 
diice obfeority into the facred text, as the barbarous me-* 
thod of dividing it into chapters and Terfes. The ancient 
manufcripts of the New Teftament were, in general, 
wt&out pointing, paragraph, or any other divifion of fen- 
tences; often withdut any divifion of words f. A reader 
was then obliged to attend clofely to the meaning and con- 
ne^Uon of his author, in order to gather up the fenfe. 
This was, however, too hard upon him : it made reading 

« 

^ See Lightfoot's Hebr. and Talmud. Exercications* vol. i)» 
p. 1^8. 

t This nay be Uea in the Alexandriae MS. which was given 
(•i^barles l.^y (h« patriarch of ConftaDtinople ; and of which a 
beaiUtful faC'fimiU hMh lately been printed. 

b 2 , palnfuU 
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painfull and was attended- often with much obfcurity. 
Chapters, fef^ions, paragraphs, and points, have certainlj^ 
their ufe. Qui bene diftinguit, bene docet. 

The fir ft divifion, which the fcveral books of the New 
Teftament underwent, was into chapters or portions for 
leflbns in churches. This, if properly done, had been ju« 
dicious. It was certainly neceffary* Some divifion of this 
kind was made as early as the fourth century. Afterwards 
Robert Stephens, following fomething of the kind that had 
been introduced by Rabbi Nathan into the Hebrew (crip- 
tores, divided federal editions, which he printed of the 
New Teftament, into ?erfes. I am not certainly informed 
wheHier he broke the text in any of thefe editions into 
verficular paragraphs, as our teftaments are now printed ^ 
or whether he only added the verfcs as marginal references, 
of which cardinal Hugo, who compofed the firft concord* 
ance, had fet him an example. In many of his editions it 
is certain he added the v^rfes only in the margin * : and fo 
far they are highly ttfeful. But whoever mangled the text 
by thefe verficular divifions, has, in my opinion, done 
the fcriptures great injury. Thus broken and frittered into 
portions, independent of all fenfe and connexion, they are 
changed from a continued narrative or argument,* into a 
number of aphorifms: and readers, inftead of receiving 
their religion from the general fcope of the gofpel, are too 
much led to receive it from detached fentences. An 



•M 



* A learned friend informs me, that amcng the editions of the 
New Teftament by Stephens, (of which there are feveral,) ihe bcif 
are commonly called Omirifieamst from an advertifement preHxed, 
beginning with O mirificam regis cltmfntiam. Of thefe editions the 
inoft correct is called the /ir/r« edition, from having in the advenirc- 
ment, the word pulra roifprinted for plwrts ; which is faid (though 
not traly) to be the only erratum in the book. This edition, he 
believes, was printed late in Stephens's life ; and ntither inihis, 
DOr in any of the Qmmjicam^ is the text broken. 

opinion 
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'Opinion IS proved by quoting a text : and what may not be 
fo proved ? Many unfcriptural opinions, np doubt, havt 
taken their rife from this pra£lice. For it is certainly much 
eafier to prove a do^irine by half a dozen texts, which 
make a good verbal proofs than by the context, the fcope of 
the argument, and the tenor of the gofpeh Shakefpear had 
divinity enough to fee the abfurdity of fuch proof: 



In religion. 



What damned error, but fome fober brow 
Will blefs it ; and approve it with a text f 

If a few divifions only were ufed, of a greater or Cborter 
length, to (hew what paflages have a clofer or more remote 
connection with eaoh other, (as books of all kinds, except 
the Bible, are divided,) what a different appearance would 
our £ngli(h Teftament aflume ! 

In the mean time, it is the commentator's bufinefs to 
dtfpel the obfcurity arifing from all thefe caufes. I know 
it is a popular argument, among young ftudents, to de- 
preciate the labours of commentators. << They perplex 
" and confound a reader : the naked text is (ludied more 
" advantageoufly without them."— ~— And, no doubt, the 
many volumes of commentators are formidable, though we 
confine ourfelves to the beft. — —Nobody, I ^apprehend, 
has contributed more to bring commentators into difrepute 
than Mr. Locke, He condemns them all in a body; which 
is not perhaps quite fair, as he is a commentator himfelf. 
The learning and abilities of this great man will be refpeclcd 
by every fcholar and every Chridian: and the method he 
prefcribes of reading St. Paul's epiftles frequently over^ to 
get hold of the fcope of the writer, mud certainly be ac- 
knowledged rational and jud. But ftill, perhaps, if Mr. 
Locke himfelf had not truded to bis own reafon quite fo 
mucby but had ventured a little more to look into com- 

b 3 mentators, 
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mentatorsy and fift their obfervatiaDS with that penetratloii 
ef which he was mafter, be might perhaps hare aroided (bme 
miftakes that are laid to his charge ; and might, on the 
whole, have made a better work. 

But on a fuppofition that Mr. Locke's abilities made a 
.commentator's alliftance unneceflary, yet every ftudent 
muft not conGder himfelf in the fame light. Many helps 
may be neceflary to him, which were not fo to Mr. Locke. 
The commentator's aid, in all places at lead which he 
does not clearly underftand^ will be of great ufc to him ; 
and he will often have reafon to admire the pains they 
have taken to feek out the force of words and figurative 
' cxpreffions — to explain Jcwifli cuftoms and ceremonies— to 
collate one part of Scripture with another — to inquire inro 
the meaning of idioms and proverbial modes of fpeaking— 
to explain geogr^iphical and chronological difficulties — and, 
in fliort, to render clear whatever hath gathered obfcurity 
through a courfe of time. And can any youn^ (Indent 
fu|^ofe, either, that thefe inquiries do not tend greatly ^ 

elucidate the fcriptures ? Or that his own endeavours 

can be equal to them ? Or indeed, that the endeavours of 
any fingle pcrfon can attain a degree of knowledge which 
muft arife from the labours of one improving on the labours 
of another ? 

No doubt, as the fcriptures have been more commented 
on than any other books — and as people of all profeffions 
and opinions, and under prejudices of every kind, have 
laboured in this work, there will of courfe be; many things 
faid on the fubje£l which had better been unfaid. Nay, 
even the beft commentators may have their particular opi- 
nions, which may often miflead their interpretations. L«t 
the ftudent, therefore, with his beft judgment, endeavour 
to find out where the commentator trifles — where he refines 
-*-of 3 above all things, where he deviates from common fenfe ; 

which 
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which fliottld always guide our interpretationG dicriptare* 
But let him well examine the ndmberiefs lights which their 
united labours have thrown upon the faered text, before ho 
venture to condemn them in tie grofs. The fcripturec art 
perhaps better underftood now, thorough the means of able 
commentators, than they have ever been fince the time of 
their firll publication. 

The following work is certainly not intended as a fuh* 
Jiitute to the labours of the many learned men #ho have 
commented on the fcriptures } but rather as an introduiiioh 
to them. ' It is meant to give, in a (horr eompafs, a gentraf 
idea of what the commentator difcufies at iarge. In theii^ 
works we have the parts often ably explained ) but rarely^ 
a coniieAed view of the nohole. In the following work 
this plan hath been veverfed. The genersil fenfe and con* 
nedion of the nvholi hath been attended to, without regard- 
ing minutely the critical examination of parts ; fo thilt the* 
reader may pur fue the narrative or atgument without inter- 
ruption. This endeavour to place the leading fuhjeSt in th^ 
£tfreft point of ligfit, hath fometime9 made me perhaps 
more concife than I ihould otherwife have chofen to be. 
I wUhed to avoid what I thought the grcateft fault of 
parapbrafts, that of fayilfg too much. Many parts of 
fcripture require no explanation: and a difficult paflage is- 
not always difficult becaufe it is concife. An explanation 
perhaps need employ no mot*e words than a difficulty. It 
appeared to me, in (hort, tf ufeful mode of commenting,' 
to give jttft \ktt leading finjk t which is fometimei I6ft, ot 
however injured, in a multiplicity of wards : while I trnft I 
hate left Aotbkig unfaid, except in critical matters, which' 
will not eafily fttike an obfervant reader on lo6ktng into the 
originaL— I have fometimes alfo abridged, where a ienti«, 
ment or fafi is drawn out^^ according to the Jewiib idiom, 

b. 4 into 
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into repetition ; or where a doflrin'e rdsftes Co fome ancient 
error, and is lefs interefting at this time. But when I over* 
nin a real difficulty, the reader will generally find an 
account of it in the notes ; unkfs it relate to fome nicety of 
verbal criticifm, which I leave to works more profefledl)E 
written on thofe fubje^ls. I refer however to each verfe in 
the margin, that the reader may, with cafe, apply elfewhera 
for fatisfa£tion, when he does not find it here. A clear, 
conne,£ted discourfe, without pauflng long at obftacles, 
hath been chiefly aime4 at, which may itfelf leffen many 
difficulties i and by throwing a general light over the v;koie^ 
make even the parts, mote intelligible, ^f, I am more and 
<< mote convinced (fays a pious and able expofitor) that 
<<• the vulgar fenfe of the New Teftament, that is, the fenfa 
« in which act honeft. m^n of plain fenfe would take it.on 
<' his firft reading it, is almofl; every whejre the true genera} 
*< fenfe of any paflage : thoug*b ati acquaintance with laQ«^ 
<( guage and -antiquity, with an attentive meditation on the 
1< text and context, may illuftrate- the fpiiit and energy of 
V a nmltitttde of places *.*' ^ 

. Upon the wholei in. this eypofition 1 have endeavoured, 
as nearly as I can, to give the fcriptures in fucb a drefo^ 
as I humbly (very humbly) ifuppofe they might have 
appeared iuj if they h^d be^n wriiirn pr'iginatiy in Engl^ p 
and accommodated to the cufioms^ idhnts, and modes of 
fihrafeology now inu/e; s|nd by giving them this modern 
oaft, I have attempted to mzkc. the /en/e of them as familiar 
to our ears as it was lo thofe of the; earl^ Cbryiians. One 
great poi]it I have laboured, is to make the coftneAion 
between the feveral parts of a difcoui^e as eafy as I can. 
The JewiCb writer s» among whom compofition was not 
cultivated as a fcience, were . little attentive to this matten^ 
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A tram of idcas» no doubt, flowed regularly in their 
minds ; but it is not always obvious to a modem ear 
vrhich is ufed to a more artificial combination. In the 
writings of St. Paul this abruptness is particularly remark- 
able. On this point I have taken all the pains I could, 
and have ufed the bcft helps I could find, to (hew the 
conne£kion. 

Some writers have undertaken a tafk, which (I fpeak 
v^ith diffidence) appears equally arduous and unneceflary— - 
that of barmonizing the fcriptures, by bringing them into 
agreement in every minute particular* That there exifts the 
moft harmonious agreement among the evangelical writers 
in all the do&rines of religion^ and in all the qircumftancea 
of any confequence in the hiftofyt every body, who reada 
the fcripCnres candidly^ mud acknowledge. But that there 
are many liciie contrarieties in dates and trifling circum* 
stances, cannot well, I think,, be denied. <^ Indeed, if no 
^< tran^ofition be allowed, (fays a very candid harmonizer *,) 
'< it is abfolutely impoflibie, in many paflTages of gofpel* 
<< hiftory, to make any confident harmony of the evange- 
*< lifts at all ; as every attentive reader muft often have 
*< ohferved^" I am clearly of his opinion. And if it be 
neceflfary to allow tranfpofttion in the evangelifts \ by a parity 
of reafon, other little contrarieties may be allotkred alfo. la 
fact, the unimportant detail of an a£lton feems below their 
notace. 

I do not mean to infimiate that every thing in the 
gofpels, which has the appearance of a contradidion, is 
really . fuch ; for- many of thefie feeming con trad i£lions 
have been happily reconciled. Nor do I mean to infinuate 
that none of them are worth the attention of the learned ; 
for fome of them certainly »iFe£k the leading fa£ls of the 
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-hiftory^ and dcferve notice. All I mean is» that wh^ 
circumftances (evidently, in themfelTes and in their con* 
ne£kion, unimportant) cannot eaiily be brought to Aide into 
each other, it is better to leave them, as of no moment^ 
than to > endeavour to draw them together by forced and 
unnatural Cuppbfitions. Ctreamftances, indeed, of this kind 
appear fo far from injuring the authenticity of thefe facred 
books, that they feem to add a beautiful fimplicity to them ; 
«nd even to give a force to their evidence, which it 
would not have had if it had tallied in the minnteft par* 
ticulars. 

See how this matter ftands in common life. Four wit« 
TiefTcs come forward to give their evidence on a iz6t which 
hiA happened about rtiirty or forty years before. This is 
the exaifl ftate of the evangelical evidence. In all the 
great leading circumftances, which tend to prove the only 
points on which the qudlion turns, they are perfectly 
agreed. In thefe their memory ferves them* They ai^ 
matters of moment, and have made anr impreflk>n« Itl 
the mean time, with regard to other particulars, the^ 
vary: but they are fuch particulars a$ ao way %St€k. tht 
main fuefiiok; and fuch as, it is evident, the' memoary of 
four people cannot, equally nor exadly retain tfatoi:9h 

io long a period. But is not this all the evidence yon 

would desire? Does human, teftimony (wl^ch is founded 
on memory) reach farther ? And, indeed, does not fooh 
evidence ufually appear er^iRii. ftronger,: xtban wfaeh thiere 
is a perfeU agreitnent in vtJi^ry partioUar t Is not (ucb 
trivial exa£lnefs the chaiuiAeridic rather of iSoUufive thait 
of hmeft teflimoiiy 2' Indeed,, when the faA is nani^ 
you cxftd'^ more fpett£fnefi ^in- the - evidence: but I am 
fpeaking hei;e only of fuch evidence as the apoftoHc evi^ 
dence was, when the fa£ls teftlficd had' happened xnsaaj 
years before the teftimony was given. A captious lawyer^ 

indeed^ 
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indeed, might endeavour to take the advantage' of tfaefc 
variations ; but certainly no fincert inquirer after truth 
would attempt it. 

But the evangelic teftimony, you fay, is of a difiereat 
kind. It 16 not founded on memory ^ but on infpiratkni 
and) therefore, notwithftanding any lapfe of time, ihould 
be exa6l in every particular. 

No doubt, it would, if that were the cafe. Bat. who 
can fay how far infpiration extends ? The evangelic 
writers themfelves acknowledge they often fpeak oo human 
authority. St. Luke, in the beginning of hid* golpel, ex* 
prefsly fays, he wrote fuch things as .had been delrvet'ei t9 
him by eye-'ivitniffis. If he had had them &om infpiration^ 
}t was furely abfurd to appeal to a iveaier teftimony, when 
be had a Jtronger. St« Paul- alfo fome timed fpeaks with 
uncertainty: as when he mentions thofe perfons whom he 
had baptized, he adds, / know not whether I baptized any 
other*, ^nd fpeaking of the perfecution he ejrpefled to 
find at Jerufalem; Behold, fays he, I go bound in the Spirit^ 
KOT KNOWING the things that Jhali befal me. Sometimes^ 
4igain, he makes a plain di(liii£lton between what he fays 
;i8 an injpired apo^le, and whaft.be fays : merely as a man* 
Of this we have feverat taftances in the feventh chapter of 
the firft of Corinthians f. ..Hr had a conteft alfo with 
St. Peter about a point in religion, though no very intereft- 
ing one Both, however, could not be right; and yet, if 
infpiration had extended oniveriUly, we might have expe£ied 
fcrfcCt unanimity. 

As the apoftolfc writers tbemfelves lay no cUim^ to this 
«ttent of infpiration, fo neither can :it be proved^ I think, 
from any part of fcripture.- We are toldj indeed, that the 
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apoftles ihould be Ud into all the truths and that the Spirit 
flnuld bring all things to their remembrances nvhaffoever Jefus 
had /aid unto them. But neither of thefc expreffions, nor 
any other, that I rccolle£V, c«n fairly be interpreted to 
mean more, than that the apoftles (hould be reftrained 
by the Holy Spirit from error, and led into the rcmcm» 
brance of all the truths which their Matter had taught 
them, eis far as religion was concerned. Divine truth wai 
the only objefl that was aimed at. In whatever con« 
cerned this, their minds, no doubt, were fpiritually iU 
lumined. But in other matters, (which were unimport« 
ant,) and, indeed, in all matters of /oB, which fell under 
their own eyes, or which they received from juft inform- 
ation, their teftimony was only the teftimony of honeft 
men. And in giving fuch teftimony, I fee not why their 
evidence might not be as fallible in trifling circumftances, 
(fecuredf at the fame time, from errors of importance^) as 
human evidence commonly is at fuch a diftance of time. 

What is it, for inftance, to the truth of religion, 

whether our Saviour, on eroding the lake of Gennefaret, 
met one demoniac or two? Or whether he met them 
in the country of the Gaderenes or of the Gergefenes; 
which two people were contiguous? The atteftatimi to 
the truth of the gofpel by a miracle, which is the great 
leading fa£), and all that is necefTary, is the fame in all 
thefe cafes.-— —What again fignifies it to the truth of 
reltgion, whether that noble difcourfe which our Safiour 
gave the people, and which is commonly called the fermm 
$n the mounts were really fpoken on a mount or on a plmn ? 
Our Saviour fpoke many difcourfes, no doubt, in both 
fituations ; and it might eafily efcape the narrator's me* 
mory, ia which of them this particular difcourfe was 
fpoken. If St. Matthew and St. Luke had written in 
concertj they would have taken carcj no ,dottbt| to agree 
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in this particular. As they did not write iii concert, 
there happens to be a trifling difference. But is the maim 
queftion a£k£led by it ? Is there^ any difference hi the 
doHrtne which the two evangelifts delivered from their 
Mafter*s mouth ? This is all that is material ; and all that 
the Holy Spirit, we may fuppofe^ faw neceffary to hring U 
tbeir nmembrance* 

Indeed 9 if the evidence of the evangelifts had been 
throughout miraculous and infpired, why did their bleflR^d 
Mailer carry them conftantly with him as wttneffis of what 
they he9Td ? He tells us the reafon was, that what ibif 
ieard in the ear^ (as if hearing was the chief inlet of in« 
ftru£lion|) they might preach from the h9ufe-4ops% The 
great Author of nature never admits a nyracle, where 
the ordinary courfe of providence is fufBcient : and in re- 
cording a plain faSi^ a miraculous intervention feems i/if- 
necejfarj. 

The fiifiiop of Oflbry, in his preface to his harmony, 
obferveS) that a harmony by a juxta^pofition of parallel paf^ 
fages , is often the bejl commentary. It certainly is ; and 
nobody can read the evangelifts attentively without com- 
paring parallel paffages. But the obfervation cannot hold 
with regard to thofe paffages which are marked with 
uncertainty; and about, which harmonizers themfelves are 
at variance. The evangelifis^ treating of the fame fubjeB^ 
fays the bifliop, quoting Mr. Locke» do give great light td 
0ne another ; and I thinks may^ nvith the great(ft advantage^ 
he read in harmony. True : but we cannot fuppofe that 
Mr. Locke means here by harmony^ every arbitrary ftipp9^ 
fition that may be called fo. He exprefsly fays, he fpeaks 
only of the evangelifts, vtben treating of the fame^ fnbjeB. 
When it is uncertain, whether they do treat of the fame 
fubjeOf or isro/ — when Le Clerk| for inftance, thinks in 
one way; Dr. Dpddridge tn another { Dr. Macknight^ 

or 
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or ftme odicr harmonift, in a third ; and fo on; we msrjr 
be «ntertaifled with . ingenious wftJiBures ; but ftiU we get 
no gTOJund>««**the harmony reds on human authority 9 and 
we are ftill left in a field of aneertainty.-«-*-*It appears, 
therefore; wefboukl only contend for the harmony of the 
gofpelSf when that harmony is gfmral/y mckmwledged^ and 
when the evangelifts obviouily, as Mr. Locke phrafes it, 
irte^ <f. the fume JuhjtEli When we lay together, for in- 
ftance, t^e feveral ciicumfkances of our Saviour's birth, of 
bis criioifuion, or of any other particular, related by dif« 
lerent eyaogeiiftt, as undeniably the fame, we may obtain 
a clearer vi^w of it than we could have had fiom any Gngie 
cvangelift : . land in this light, the Bifhop of OlTory's har- 
mony and others have great uCe. But where conjtBure te* 
gins> harmony undoubtedly ends. 

It feems, therefore, a part of religious wifdom to be 
cautious on this head. By laying the force of evapgelical 
evidence too ft rongly, as is often the cafe, on its exaB con^' 
currenci in every particular^ the unfteady reader is led to 
fuppofe, that its truth, in a great degree, depends on this 
concurrence ; and when he fees it, as he often mud fee it^ 
awkwardly fupported, he may be ^pt to doubt the whole 
truth of the gofpd, from the produ£lioa of this feebk 
mode of evidence. << The authority of the fcriptures'' (as 
the fagacious Erafmus obferved long ago) << would not be iti** 
^ validated, though fmall inaccuracies (hould be found ih 
<f them, in matters of little or no confiequence \ as ir is by 
<< no means dear, how far divine infpiration extended V 
Yet I fhould not wifh this argument to be carried farther 
duin it will fairly go. Coincidences hive been found, in 
many paffages, by patient inveftigators, which were not 
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before thought of; ;»id it is poffibky that MSS. yetun^ 
difcQvered, may , throw n^w lighti oiv othera^ All I coa« 
tend for i8» that an exa& coincidcaqei in many csfes^ can<* 
not be m^Lde out ; and that the divine authority or in*, 
fpiration of the holy fcriptufes is fafe, notwitbftaodifig thefe 
little variations in unimportant poipts. 

I am fearfuli however, of blaming thofe commentatora 
^ho» on a different plan, have cholcn to blend ail the 
cvangelifts together, and exhibit one narrative from four. 
But though I dare not venture to blame /£#i», I have taken 
9i contrary method my/el/. My reafons are thefe : 

In the &cR, place, by explaining the evangelifts fiparatelf^ 
ia the ordlsr in which we have them, the difficulties of 
each may the more eafily be examined* When the foi^f 
gofpels ai^ melted together, the paris of each are k>ft$ 
•nd the reader is lefs able to look for explanations, whieh 
more readily unfold tbemfelves when the books are 
turned over in their natural order. He is lefs able alfo 
to underftand a difficulty when he meets it out of Us 
proper place : he wants the context to guide his inter* 
pretations, and mud truft more to the harmonizer's judg- 
ment. 

. Secondly, by explaining the four evT^ngcMtts fipardtify^ 
tht.patfs are not only preferved more diftinft, but. the 
whole is more uniform. It feems difficult to blend the 
four gofpels into Me Hvell- arranged narrative. It is /m- 
pcffibli^ without many harjb fuppofitions. St. Luke, for 
inftjgnce, gives us many parables and hidorical pafTages, 
of which none of the other evangelifts take notice ; and 
yet St. Luke gives us no circumftances to eftablifii their 
chronological order. How, and where are they to be in- 
troduced? We -may call it harmoaiziagf if wiL.pleai£» 
when we blend them with the other evangelifts : but it is 
certainly St verf forced and. arbitrary mode of conne£lin^ 

Several 
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Several parallel paflages alfo agree fo iiU that we muft necef^ 
farily fuppofe fome little Tartationy or we maft fuppofe them 
feparate narratiTes. Indeed it is common among harmo«> 
nizerS} when they find two paflages on tie nahoU confentingi 
but at variance in fome cireumfiances^ to confider them as 
two a&ions. This is an eafy way, it is true, of getting 
rid of a difficulty \ but it is always arbitrary, and often 
awkward. The account, for inftance, which the four 
evangelifts * give of Simon's fupper are fo diferent, that 
all of them cannot well be interwoven together : aiid yet, 
if we conceive them With the generality of harmonizers 
to be different events, it is fomewhat difficult to fuppofe 
fo many circumftances (hould agree. Jefus was invited 
twice to fupper by two different people of the name of 
Simon«->at each fupper a woman came in with an alabafter 
box of precious ointment — ^Oie twice anointed him—- the 
fame perfons were prefent on both occafions-^and fome of 
the very fame obfervations were made. 

Laftly, the evangelical proof appears with more force 
when four witnefles come forward, and each feparately 
gives his evidence, (evidence given on record, at different 
places, and in different times) without the ieafl: material 
variation. We have hence certainly that ftrong, that irre- 
fiftible proof, which no blended narrative^ ox fyftemiaudtejUm 
monj can give. 

I (hall jufl; add to this preface a few explanations of per- 
fons and things, which occur frequently in fcripture. 
. The Samaritans were originally heatheny fettled by the 
of Affyria, after the captivity, in the IfraelitiOi 
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cities. Many of the ten tribes, afterwards fcturningf 
incorporated with them in their old haijitations : and 
thuSf by degreeS) the Samaritans became a body of fpurious 
Jews. They received the pentateuch : but there was ftill 
a great mixture of hcatheniftn, in their religion; and the 
native Jews entertained an unbounded hatred towards them. 

A Scribe was a general name, among the Jews, for u 
public teacher: though he is fometimes alfo known in fcrip* 
ture by the name of a lawyer. St. Luke particularly makes 
a diftindion between them, calling the former ypetfAfAartuu 
and the latter vo^uxoci or wfAo^iiaaHotKoi. The Scribes, in 
general, were of the fe£l of the Pharifees : and converfanty 
like them, in traditions* On our Saviour's appearance 
in public, they began to lofe their influence with the peo- 
ple, who ohferved, that Jcfus ^taught them as one having aum 
thoriiy^ and not as the Scribes. 

The Heroiians feem to have been rather a political 
than a religious fed. They were the efpoufers of Herod's 
maxims ; and under his influence fupported the . Roman 
J>ower. In religious principles, it is fuppofed they were 
chiefly Sadducees * • 

Of the Jewiih feftivals, the mod diftinguifhed was the 
Paffover^ which lafted feven days. It was inftituted in 
commemoration of the angel's pajfing over the houfes of 
the Ifraelites, when the firft-bom of the Egyptians were 
flftin. It is called alfo in fcripture the feaft of unleavened 
bread* 

The next great feftival was the Pentecoft^ which lafted 
only one day; taking its name from being celebrated fifty 
days after the Paflbver. It was inftituted in remem- 
briLnce^ of the giving of the law. We fometimes alfo find. 
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this hS&nl cadled thtfeq/l of harvtjtf ftottir tb^ (aifoti wli« 
h was cetebraited; and aUb ^tfeafi rf weAs^ from ka being 
avniibered by week» after the paflbver. 

The third great feftival was thtfeafl ^fTahtrmuia^ whidi 
lafted feven days^ and was obferved in the time of ▼!»• 
tage. It was the annual record of that mode of dwelliiif 
which the children of Ifrael bad uTed ii;^ travelliog through 
the wildemcfs; and prcferved the remembranee of the 
great deliv^rances^ they experienced at that time* ■ All 
^faefe great feftivak were appointed by the law to be cele- 
brated at Jerufatlem, whither the whole nation wlis injoinisd 
to repair. 

Every feventh day was z fablnsth : tvcrj feventh yeac a, 

fMatical yeotf / and every fiftieth year a Jubilee. ^-•— Th$- 

Jews alfo obferved the fealb of the Nent^ tnoon^ which vetm 

celebrated on the fir (I new* moon of the year. This feaft 

Iras caHed atfa the feafi of Trumpets^ from the mode of 

ts being (Moclaimed. We read alfo of twa tftber fea(h» 

among th< Jews« though both of human inftitution $ the 
fett/l of Purint^ and xYntfiaft cf the Dedicathm. TBe former 
was inilituted in remembrance of the delivety of the: 
people by Efther ; the latter was appointed by Judas Mac* 
cabcus in honour of ckanfing the temple afte# the poUotions 
of Antiochus.- 

Several fafts al£» were obferved among the JewS) both 
annuaUy and on particular occafions : but none of them w^i^' 
of divine inftitution, except the great day of atonemettft ^^hieh 
was obferved between the feafts of Pentecoft and Taber- 
nacles. On that day the high-prieft entetcd the Holy of 
Holies, to make expiation for his own fitis and the fins df 
the people:, and on that, day alfo the ceremony of l^ 
azazely or fcape-goat, was performed.. 

The JewilH divifioh of time alfo is often mentioned 
in f^ripture; ■■. ■ -The day was- .divided tnta four parts. 

Ihe 
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The firfl; part, beginning at fix, ^nded at nne ; which 
being a fpace of three hours, nine o'clock was called the 
third hour. The fecond part beginning at nine, ended 
at twelve, which was called the fixth hour. The third 
part, beginning at twelve, ended at three, which was 
called the ninth hour; and the fourth part, beginning at 
three ended at fix, which of courfe became the twelfth 

hour. The nighi was divided into four watches; the 

evening-watch, the middle-watch, fhe cock-crowing, an<t 
the morning-watch. 



Vicar's Hill, 
/jpriY, 1790- 
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JESUS CHRIST, 



a>RAWM VROm THE 



PROPHECIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



THE life qf Chrifty as recorded by the eYaiigeliltsy 
cannot, I think, be introduced better than ^ by the 
£une life, as we have it delineated in the Old Teftament. 

* 

In this great receptacle of divine truth are containe(f three 
modes of prophetic evidence, each of them charadlerifing 
the Meiliah. 

The firft is contained in the hjflory of the Jews^ from 
the earlieft period of it, till their fettlement in' Canaan. 
Here the refemblance, though in fome parts faint, may ia 
many p?rts be fatisfaftorily^ traced. — God's call of 
Abraham from an idolatrous country, if not a type, was 
at lead a clofe reprefcQtation of the gracious csdl of maa- 
Jcind by Chrift from the pollutions of the world : and 
that faith, by which the patriarch was led through all 
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xlvi THE I.IJE OF 

the difSculties of his travels^ was preclfely that faithj 
which Chrid requires from us in palling through a (late 

of trial. For this we have St .Paul's authority *. The 

miraculous birth of Ifaaci the child of promife» was a 
type of the birth of Chrift ; as his facrifice was of Chrifl's 

death. -The bondage^ the .children of Ifrael in Egypt 

was a lively reprefentation of the "bondage of fin, from 
which ehrift delivered us : and Mofes, as a deliverer, was 
a type of Chrift. He himfdf alludes to it, when he tells 
thBr^wlor th|t- G<^,Jho^ raife ^Hntq, ifjm a pzopb^^ like 
unto'^ifn\ : '♦hat 4s a -deliiirer, as iie ^d Weiv -—The 
travels of the children of Ifrael through the wildcrnefs 
were produftive of' imanjr ^ptopbffSp ipvcnts. Their mira- 
culous fupply of food from heaven — their thirft quenched 
by -iata/£bbm,i r^fiki >wfeij:h • St. ^ai^i t^^lilXy^'an 
emblem of Chrift J — and the lifting up of the brazen fcr- 
pent, which our Saviour himfelf mentions as a repre- 
fentation of his crucifixion J — may all t)e called bijlorical 
prophecies of different parts of the Chriftian difpenfation. 
-^r— J^ly^ 'Sfte^ this probationary .tr^^el^throM^h, the wil- 
lirij/ifs"^^ Axer, the fettlement'of the J|ws in tlie Ipnd 
'j^^ro^i^c g«i^er Jq*ua., is i;ejprefented 'in Scripture, as a 
m^^-^^h^^^^^ ^P ^'ftate.Qf;hapj)ineft, through 

^ Another mode of prophetif .evidence^ contaip^d in the 
Jlvoj*s ,qf ^^ -PW T^ftan^cixt, i^ .wonderfully '^^ifplayed in 
^ ^wio^g^ fqrempnies of th^ J^^^ifh churcly .^^^^'^. i^^, 
pprfca (aftftWiOim^nt. Al^noft evpry one o^ tliefe cere- 
Ifloiiies^ p^tctj . JJrongly tp Chrift. —— But there is fome- 
t|ii;ig here jather fingAOar. The hifiory of the Jews, we 
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fee, prtfents a typical /leprerentalioii of the rndkale fdi^fiu 
pi Qur. redemption : whereas the ^Us and ceremonies of 
the Jewiih church are confined almoft entiiely to that 
one great fnd of it, the atonement which Chrift made 
by his death for the fias of mankind. Thus the faciifices 
4>f the temple, in aM their various kinds^ fet forth, ki 
different Views, the fliedding of his Sacred idood, and 
that expiation for fin which it was intended to ma£e^ 
The fexpe^oat, . which' waa fent into 4&e« .wildemefi^ 
after .the Bm o£ the people- had been cenfefied over It, 
Tepi^efi^ted the fame great end. The paflbrer, though 
j»riiTiai[ily inftituted ix^ ««fnemhrance of the a^igel^ p^n>g 
over the hoiifes of the Ifraelites, wh^ he jQew the £rft- 
'born of the Egyptians, had reference alfo to that great 
^afehal lamb, which was jiain for the fins of mankind* 
The veil of ihe temple, which feparated the Holy of 
Holies fsom the other parts of the temple, (hewed its 
sconnq^fon, at the time of Chrift's death, with that great 
^vent. trhe partilion-wall between the Jews and Gen* 
>^les IV9S then broken'^idwn.***^— -The high-prieft enter- 
5tng the>Heii(y of HoUes, '4o make atonement for his own 
^s, and the fins o(^ thfe people, risfpeded plainly that 
;g];eat jntercelfion, which ' was afterwards to be made by 
.^Chrift* Many oth^r typical reprefentattons might be in- 
41led 0n. ' 

The third mode of prophetic evidehce is that which 

^ifesvfvoi^ n^rhal pr^becy. This is by far the moid ex- 

tenfive't^ a^ the 4noft determined; concentring in itfdf 

both jtbejotbeiv. It is this only, which I mean at ptefent 

40 cohfid«r -as an intrbdu£^ion to the evangelical life of 

(Chrift 1 and in aider ^to place it in the fttongeft point fof 

iight, I AaU colleift from the whqle mafs of prophecy 

■ihofe jpredi^iona only, which appertain the moft evidently 

^ the li£e^ and deathi and fun£tions of the Meffiah : and 
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•xlviii THE LIFE OF. 

I (hall rather arrange them' in, die order of time in which 

they were ampleted^ than in the erder of time 'in' which 

they were givin. 

But before I produce thefe prophecies, I ihaH fay 

a few words in anfwer to fome objeiiions that have 

been made to them. And though thefe objeflions have 

been fully anfwered by. learned men, it is not proper to 

leave them here whoUy untouched. — ^ It hath been faid 

particularly, that there is much hetero^neofis maitjer' mixed 

nvith the prophecies of the Old Tejlamenty) fi as gfetOly to 

^hfcure them : and^ that ' the Jews ihemfelves^ itiho ought 

to be heft acquainted nmth their own 'fcripiureSf do not appfy 

the prophetic part/ jof thetfi. to Chrift^ ki the mamier tufe Ghrif" 

. tians do,. 

With regard tp the firft objeflion, that there is, much 

heterogeneous matter mipced wi^h the prophecies y Jo as greatly 
fo obfcure, them; ic is true: and freethinkers havQ. Some- 
times amufed themfelves, by n^aking cento? of prophecies 
from Home^ and Virgil, and other authors. But.a jeft 
is no argument ; nor. a general ^tefenfblance, a, proper Ithneft, 
To find out general ^ refetftblance^ , among things^ ia one of 
the eafieft offices qf invention;) If., the freethinker , can 
produce fron\ Isomer and Virgil, fucW a feries of pafiag^s 
applicable to the life and death of the.Mefliah, as may 
be produced from the Writings of the Old Teftament) 
I fhould be inclined to receive Homer a^d Virgil among 
the prophets. If :[iot, the jeft recoils .upon the jefter. * ' ? ' 
Let us then candidly examine the objeflion, by: (hewing, 
firft, the manner in which prophetic; ndticet are conveyed'; 
and, fecondly, the propriiiy of that manner. -^^ The pro- 
,phet generally takes a handle from fome occafion^ (on 
which he is confuUcd, or on which he encourage^, ex- 
horts, or threatens,) to carry his view beyond tUft primary 
idea; and to mi:& wiih it foxne circumftance^ relating to 

the 
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the kingdom of the Meffiah. Thus wbea iraiah was feat 
tto Ahaz in his diftrefs on the rumour of an invafion from 
the two kings of Sfrja and Ifrael, he carried, by the 
command of God> bis infant fon with him, as a fign t^ 
T^haz. Ofteniible figns were a common . medium in thc^ 
^aft, both of prophecy, and indrudion.. He informed 
the kiqg, therefore, that before the child he held in his 
arms, ibould learn to diftinguifli one thing iroin another^ 
the land ihould be delivered from the two kings, of whom 
he was in dread. But immediately fired with the pro*- 
phetic fpirit> from the view of one child he proceeds to 
apother ; and breaks out into that noble prophecy of £m«' 
inanuel, who was to be the means of a flill' greater ddU 
vc]:^nce than that prcfli^.^d. from the two kings. Thus the 
pcopbet ^fually mixif§ fpme future hleffing relative to the 
liAefliah's kingdom) ^ wi<h the temporal bleffing^ which was 
^e imtpediatt obje£l of his difcourfe— ^or fome future ihtstoi^ 
pi vfh\ch thztimmediatdy imf ending was only the iign* The 
0^caf\Qn^ therefore, becpm^ merely the vehicle of the pr»« 
phecy; an4> I apprejie^d} not piily- fg. in the greater pnf- 
phecie^, in which fl^e light, ibines.^ftao^igly and fardUf'^ 
l>ut in what may be caUqd the coruf5^a<i(>fis.of ptophdCf 
• — thofe tranfienti; acci^q&tal rays, which. are' contlniialljr 
^hooting out. invariqus ^u[e£li<uis, and yet are capably .«f 
bcipg colleded into ap&congjigbt. — *— — Let us now (uppofe 
the prophet| iq(lead of ipvolving jiis predidton i^ this db« 
fcurity, and,takin{^ tj^e.pccafiofi tha( offered,- had ottered 
his prophecy in.fet |ofm|,..apd in plain h^ori^ l^K*^i^9 
what'Dfould have befui the cpnfcqueoce:? Certainiy they^ 
whofe intereft' it was» would have taken eyery meafnre to 
countera£l the prophecy: and the proyi4enee'of God, rn, 
order to bring about the completion of it, mod have 
upheld it by a conftant feries of miracles, to thwart and 
fopole all the various fchemes which wo^ld be- laid by 

,v.. •*' defigning 



id^gfking men to coomerad k. Whdreas the ^xopheefy 
nteibdm this Afaure fmrm^ was oft6ii c^hnpl^ted ^ ^Oft 
mvry perfons 'who wifted ^^ t<^ itt k compieted ; and 'w4i0> 
jn &t.&, never knew that it ^as compleied^ tiW the comptetiofi 
^hred tiem in tbt fuce. W-bile at |He ^ame tififiC) lo ffs 
K^ciif e fottH) k-anfwered all the etid« of prophecy ^0 thofe 
iWiiQivHore wdirdifpofed. Though ftnnytg m a dork pJtMf 
^t ff0» Jif^t Sufficient to rai/e the -hopes of the devout' wor- 
iQoi^r witfaai^^tf/}/ vcew^ofthe M^a^ ^ and vAau fiil^ 
^lUdi^L^owfirmed bis faith* .. ^. 

,^- But. Aiif ) wkh regard to the /eccmd olojedlion, one 
JBboiiU fuppofe that the JevtH^ muft' Ibtve UnderAdbd il)6««r 
^jN^ff Scriptures better tbaaanf dtteb^ JMterp^rer's ^ and we 
jitP told they do not inttfrpret -fheiii a« we ^do. -^— iNW, 
iHdoed, they do not. They iavis ftbfthgea* thfctr gwaWfl* 
^ilt fimwrly they did. AH the Jewsi of * whom tbeire were 
«9!eo(t nnmbers, wOiOMat &ft^ein&k'aced l)ie<!:htHl^ati i'e:HgT6n» 
dHtttiyec&ily did it on the Atength of theft! |>r6fitietit!i 
^ibrid .ihat tbc' JeH^ilh nation in ^ericwrl intctptet'edv^ the 
^pfqpbectQS in «kis ^y, *a^e«^rs plain from/rfie mtrrfy 
rlifilife^TOhafts fo^ifalfe prophets, who were confrnti^f^^ 
yAt.iAiat'^imeiavtOng^to anfwei' Ac ideas \of the people'By 
^uUUIiiiig )the.prophe<:ie6; thougli^'they became inftrunienU 
xdlly.dheicaufe of /the deftru^km^f Jerufafctn, by irritating 
i4b^,B.oinaiis, through -their f*^<fn? 4rbbeHxon«. '^'his 
.^^ an argument ctf lie .meah'^ftMicfe ^^^ys Dr. Ugliifoot) 
]:«* .ajgainft the 'Jews; that the ^irhd when our Jrfu^ did 
<^< af^kear, flwa» the very time" Wilen 4he Jewifc hation 
^^ iooked for- the coming of tli^ Weffiah. For why did 
r^ tit© one arrogate that name to himfelf, before the coming 
!** d£ our Jrfus ? Secaufe they knew' the appointed time 
:**r..of the Meffiah wa« not yet come. Afid why, after h1« 
:** .coming, did fo many give themfelves out for Meffiahs, 
r44 according lo what our Saviour bad foretold? Becaufe 
■\ ' ^ " « the 
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<' die agfeeoblenefe of the time ahd the expefiation of 
« the people might ferve and affift their pretences*."—- -• 
Befides, it is impoffible to conceWe that the evangelical 
writer? could have quoted and applied the prophecies m 
the familiar mnnner they did, if they had not been well 
ariTured they applied them in that fenfe which was at 
that time the commonly received one. To this day, indeed, 
manyof the Jews interpret mod of the prophecies of the 
Meffiah es ^t do ; but will not allow the completion of 
them^ They 'havei fometimcs recourfc to the ftrange ex- 
pedient of t^o Meffiahs ; ^fi^ffsring and a triumphant one. 
9n fiiort, the Jews fay as little as tiiey can fay, when they 
mull fay fomething, or elfe be Jews no longer. Among 
all the opponents of Chriftianiry, the Jews certainly op* 
pofe the prbphettes of the MelTiah with the worft grace. 
While they cdtiltinue a difperfed, wandering people, one 
ihould wonder- with what face they can deny that Shiiah 
^was '.come. In the* prefent Jhxte of the Jewilh people, the 
prophecicfs vddd not be fuUllled. There is now no temple 
left for the glorf df the Meffiah to fill — no Sanhedrim to 
oppofe htm -^ no Gentiles to inftift crucifixion. —— Can 
even the 'femily of -David be now pointed out, to orfcertmn 
the Meifiah's birth? Befides, almoft all the world, even 
the Mahometan part of it, profefs their belief now in 
jQne God.^ The. frorld mull again change ks obje£t of 
rWqrQiip^ wA become idolatrous, before the Jewifi Mefftah^ 
4!^oc^ing to ^prophecy, can appear. — -— Laftly, the very 
^pofition of the Jews .themfelves add^ ftrength to the caufe 
^y <mf)^xp Qppofe*: for it is one of the ^roph^ic marj^s 
pf'ttl^ M'Uth ' of 4he Cbrifttan religion, (and the evan^lifts 
fipply.dt as f^icbf) that the Jews^^/a nation^ (hould rejeft 



■«M^* 



r » ' 



f See ^jghtfoot^s Heb. aod Talmud. Exer. voL ii. p. 576. 

the 



tU THE LIFE OF 

'the Meifiah -i^ that they (hould bear^ hd^tvUAmt $mdgr^ 

j?«w</— that they fliould yi/, but not* perceive •'^xhAt their ^/ 

Jbould be- darkened, and their ears fiut^^^%t thcy fliould re- 
je£l the beadjlone of the corner -^s^nd that Gody according %o 
the repcefentation of the prophet Ifaiah, Jbeuldall day lon^ 

Jlretch forth hie hands towards a djfobedtefii and a gainjaying 

fecple, . 

I truft thatt even from this flight examination of thefe 
two obje£l:ions againft prophecy, it nfUl appear^ there is 
little force in either of them, ; At the famf timei^ it is 

■true, that all the prophecies are not e^ua^ly clear, even 
to Chriftians thcmfelves. AU that I h4ve co^ledled, ^ 
believe, are commonly interpreted of the Meffiah ; and 
cannot be applied to any perfon but Chrift. The ama* 
zing CDBibtnation, particularly of meannefs and dignity, pf 

fttffering znd ^xatiation, \ybich are among, tfee lea^ng ideas 
of thefe prophecies 9 fo apparently 'ix>ntradt£);oi'y, and 
yet io wonderfully exa^t,' form an argument, I think, tpo 
ftrong to be eafily evaded. After all, however, if a fevir 
of thefe quotations b<^ not deemed by fpi^tie to be of a 
prophetic caft, we refign tb^m : a fuAcient. number, wc 
truft, vi^i!l ftill remain^ to make o^t the pr^of s^bui^dantly 
convincing* , 

J have divided the whole coIIe£l{on !nto four' fe^lions. 
r The firft exhibits a feries of thofe prophecies which 
contain the earlieft and mod remote intimations of the 
Meffiah. They are dark, it* is true: but as they plainly 
appear to center in one pointy they illuftrate each * other. 
Each prophecy, confdered apart, might be called obficure; 
but the whole feries in c^^m^x/io/io/} emits certainly a ver^ 
ftrong light. They begin with predi£ting a vi&ory, and 
an everlafttng covenant, which was to take place between 
Qo4 and all the nations of the earthy Under the ideas of 

a tree 
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a tree and a motfntaWf they hold out the grandeur an J 
dignity of the Mefliah's kingdom ; and in a variety ofbeaa^ 
dful images, in which all nature is reprefented m htir« 
Inony^ and the wild beafts of the foreft tamed, they exhibit 
that peace and happinefs, and ux^iyerfal change in the. 
manners of men, which this glorious, predi<9:ed veign wa» 
meant to introduce ; difclofing, at the fame time, through- 
out, its fpiritual nature^ and the tranfcendent joy with wfaicltf 
it ought to be received. 

In the fecond fedion are exhibited thofe prophecies 
which relate to the birtb of the Mefiiah. Here the pro- 
phetic language becomes more diAin£t and full. Thofe 
general intimations which were given before, begin notxr 
to break aiid particular if e. The fame lineaments appear; 
but the features are more diflinf^ly marked. The fediion 
opens ^ith prediAIng the forerunner of the Mejflahy in the 
perfon of John the Baptift. The prophecies of the Mef- 
fiah^s birth fucceed ; and the wonderful peculiarity of his 
being born of a virgin* The place of his nativity Is fpeci- 
fied ; and the charaBeriflics of his offiice and the nature o£ 
his government are ftrongly marked. 

• In the third fe£):ion, I have coUeAed fuch propheciet 
as appertain to the Mef&ah's life* The whole plan of it» 
indeed, is fpecified with as nifUch pcecifion as the figurative 
language in which thefe predi£lions are 'dothed is-'abl^ 
to convey* He is reprefented as arrayed in the dignity 
of a prophet^ like Mofes ; and of a priefl^ like Melchizedec* 
At the fame time, his wean and fuffering flate on earth 
is ftrongly chara£lerifed. His gentlenefs and holinefs \ the 
great efilcacy of \i\% preaching ; the offence lit gave to yprldly 
men ; his repreffing the fpirit of ivorldly wifdom ; his tri^ 
umphant entry into Jerufaleni ; and his divine- prefence In the 
temple; are all diftindUy- held out. Tihe variety ^ and-evea (^ 
the kindi of his miracles ate fpecified ; and his po/hrtd care i^ - 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly reprefented by lAui'get* highly evpreffiire of tender* 
uefs and affe£iion. 

In the laft fe£lk>R». I hni^f collefled fuch prophecies 
as appertain .to the death of Chri(l< Here the prophetic 
fpirit^ as if imagery failed in defcribing the laft fcenes 
of this awful life, defcends from its lofty ft^htB» and 
marks the feveral circumftances of that folemn period in 
the phineft terms ; but marks them alfo with almoft hif« 
torical preciGon; From his being betrayed by one of his 
difciples to his refiirreElton^ there is fcarce a Cngle cir- 
eumftance which one or other of the prophetic writers 
hath not mentioned* The bargain made for thirty pieces 
of filver •— the dtfperjion of the difciples on the feizing of Jeftss 
— the particolars of his trial — the fa/Ji witneffis thatap* 
peared againft him — the ufage of the foldiers •— ^ the mode of 
his death — the divijion of his garments — the behaviottr of bis 
enemies during that awful period -— the time of that great 
event — the end and intention of it -*— the manner of his burial 
-i— and his triumphant refurreBion — -all appear to be fo 
exa£l]y conformable to the hiftory of the New Teftamcnt^ 
that we might almofl: think them plain tranfcripts from ity 
tf we had not the very beft hiftorical evidence that they 
wens all wrhten, pttblifiied^ and well known many hun- 
dred years .-*- the lateft of them above foar hundred •*-^ before 
the btvth of Chrift. 



SECTION I. 
Containing the earlieft intimation of the ^Meffiah* 

Gen. i "WILL put enmity between thee (faid God to the ferpent,) 

^- '5^^ and>the woman--* bet wee» thy feed, and her feed. It fl»^* 

95°' b»i4£e thy bead \ isA thou fludk brnife his heeU — ^I ^^ 
»^^- y- cftabliib 
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efta61i(h' itly eovenaat (fiwt God to Abrahafn,) between 
thee and me ; and thy feed after thee, in their generaticms^ 

for an e^frlajting covenant. Sarah thy ^ife (hall bear G^n^ 

thee a Ibn, and thou ihalt call his name Ifaac ; and I wiH scvii. 19^ 
4$ftablr(h my cof enaiit with him for an everhfiing covenant^ 
and with his feed after him. And in thy feed (hall all the ^*"' 
nations of the earth be bleffed. ——I will perform the oath Geo. 
(faid God to Ifaac,) ^ich I fware unto Abraham thy «xvr. 5^^ 
father ; and in thy feed (ball atl the nations of the earth be 
bleffed.— —In thee, and in thy feed, (faid God to Jacob,} p^"* 

^iall all the families of the earth be blcfled. And it j CVoiu* 

fhall come to pafs, (faid God to David,) when thy days xvif.ii. 
fliaU be ex^nred, and thou (halt go to thy fathers, that I wilt 
raife up thy feed after thee, which, (hall be of^ thy fons : 
and I will fettle him in mine houfe for ever^ and his throne 
Jball be ^aUifbed for evermore, -^ -^Y the Lord have called. If • xlif. 6» 
thee in rig&teoufnefs : I wUl keep thee, and give thee for 
a eovenant to the people, for a light of the Gentiles. ■ ■ 
Thus faith the Lord, I will give thee for a covenant of the If.xlix. S. 
people -^ to eftabtifh the earth — io caufe to inherit the de^ 
filiate heritages. -*— *- Thus faith the Lord, if you can break Jer- 
my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the nighty 
that there (hould not be days and nights in their feafons— 
then may alfo my covenant be broken with my fervant 
David, that he {hould not have a fon to reign upon his 



T Chron. xytt. 11. .This feems to have been immediaiely 
fpoken of Sotomoni who was con/idered as a type of Chrid : but 
the prophuic charaAcrs art evidently carried beyond a prince; 
from wbofe iwmoAaUfuueJpo' tlie Ungiiotn was rent. 

Ifa. xlii.6. and xiix. 8 If the context be examined, the whole 
ts evidently propfetfc of the Mcfibrh : bnt I wifhcd here only to 
retain fuch paflages as referred to the covenant. 

JcT. xxtiii. 20. From- this prophecy alfo that part onry » 
taken Which belonjifs to the covenant. It could have no refpedk 
t^fonaUy to David or his immediate poftcrity, for it was fpokcn 
five hundred years after David's death. 
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throne. There (hall come forth a rod out of* the ileiii 

of Jefle; and a branch (hall go out of his roots; and the 

Spirit of the Lord pall rejl upon him ; the Spirit of wifdom 
and underftanding ; the Spirit of counfel and mighty the 
Spirit of knowledge, and the fear of the Lord ; and (hall 
make him of quick underftanding in the fear of the Lord. 
Behold the day is come, faith the Lord, tha^- I will 
raife unto David a righteous branch, and a king (hall reign 
and pro/per^ and (hail execute^ judgment andjuflice oh the earth* 
In his days Judah Jhall be faved / and Ifrael rihaH dwell 
fafely : and this is his name whereby he (hall be called^ 
The Lord our righteoufnefs. — In thofe days will I caufe the 
Branch of right eoujnefs to grow up unto David ; and he (hall 
execute judgment and righteoufnefs in the land. — — Thus faith 
the Lord God, I will take the htgheft branch of the higheft 
cedar ; and I will plant it on a high mountain ; and it 
fhall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly 
cedar, and imder \t Jhall dwell all the foHvU of every tuing z 
in the (hadow of the branches thereof (hall they dwell. 
— — Hear now, O Jo(haa, the high*prieft, thou, and thy 
fellows, that fit before thee: Behold I will bring forth 
my fervant the Branch — Thus faith the Lord of Hofts, 
Behold the man whofe name is the Branch ; he (hall grow 
up out of his place: and he (hall build th& temple of the 
Lord; and he. Jhall bear the glory x and he (hall -(it and 
rule upon his throne. — — In the lad days it (hall come to 
pafs, that the mountain of the houfe of the Lord (hall be 
eflablijhed in the top of the mountains, and it (hall be 
exalted above the hills ; and the people Jhall flow inta 
Mic^iv.y. it. The Lord Jhall reign aver them in mount Sion^ 



Zcch. 
iii. 8. 

Zech. 
VI. i^. 
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Jer. xxiii. 5. Here again the fame fuccefTor is proaiiTed to 
David iive hundred years after the deatii of that prince ; which 
promiTe had bten made before to the patriaricbs^ and to that priace 

hioiielf. 

6 - from 
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tmn ihtc(firtiif ivenfir ever. ^ And it (hall come to pafs If. u. s« 
kl the J»ft diiySi that the mountain of the houfe of the Lord 
fllall be eJlMified^ and Oiail be exaked akove the bills^ ai>d M 

nations fiali flow info if. And the ftone, which was cut Dan, 

out of the mountain without hands^ (hall become a great "*• 35* 
mountain, znAflUtbe hartb. —-—And he will dcftroy in this If.;Lxv^. 
mountain, the face of the covering caft over all people, and 

the veil that i^ fpread over all nations. And many (hall If. ii. 3, 

fay. Come ye, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the houfe of the God of Jacob: be will teach us his ways | 
and we will walk in his paths : for out of Sion (hall go forth 
the law ; and the word of the Lord from Jerufalem: and he 
Jball judge among the nations^ and (hall rebuke many people | 
and they (hall beat their fnrords into plough»(hare8, and their 
fpears into pruning-hooks : nation fhall not rife againft na- 
tion ; neither (hall they learn war any more. ■. The wolf If. xi. $• 
alfo (hall lie down with the kid ; and the calf, and the young 
lion, and the fatling together, and a little child (hall le^d them. 
And the cow and the bear (hall feed, and their young ones 
lie down together ; and the lion (hall eat ftraw like the ox. 
The fucking child (hall phy on the hole of the afp ; and the 
weaned child (hall put his hand on the cockatrice den. And 
they (hall not hurt nor deilroy in all my holy mountain : for 
the earth Jball be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the fea. And in diat day, there (hall be a root of Jefle, 
which (hall ftand for an enjgn to the people. To it (hall the 

Gentiles feek : and his r^fl (hall be glorious. The fcepter Gen. 

(hall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between ^*<* ^o. 

his 



If. XXV. 7. There is fomething extremely grand in thua^rcprc- 
fenting the gofpel as removing the darkncfs fpread over all nations 
by drawing up a vaft cortain to let in the light. 

Geo. xlix. 10. Some have obje£^ed that this prophecy was fa^- 
filled in Mofes. But what fcepter bad Judah before Mofea ? The 
word ShilQb fignifies fmt g and was always interpreted by the ancient 

Vol,, h d Jews 
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his feet) until Shiloh come: and unto hi^n fiball ihcgf^iirwf 

Num. of tie people ht. Thttre fiiall come a Star ont pi i}zco\^ 

xxtv.17. and a fcepter ifaall aurife out ofl&acl*-^ — 'I vtll alfo givf 

* . ' * diee for a light to the Gentilesy that thou mayeft be my fahra- 

Dan. ^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ of the earths I faw in the.^ight vifionSf 

. vu« 13. and behold> one like the Son of Man caqie' m the clouds pf 

heaven } and came to the Ancient of days. - And there was 

r « given unto bim dominion and %lory^ %^A a kingdom^ that (dl 

p^kf nations t and languages ^ (hoitld ferve I^im. iBs dominion 

is an everlajling dominion^ which fliall not pafs, away >aqd Ins 

Dan. .kingdom, that which Jhall not ke defiroyedm ■»■ ■. » The God of 

li. 44- h<!aven (hall (et up a kingdom which (haU never be defiroyd^ 

If.xli.27. ^^^. (hall ftand for ever —7- Behold, I will give to Jerufalem 

If. xl. 9. one that bringeth good tidings — 'O Sion, that bringeth good 

tidtngSi get thee up into the high, mountain. Q Jeiufalemt 

* : that bifingeth good tidings, lift up thy voice with ftreogth* 

Lift it up. Be not afraid. Say unto the cities of Judah, 

If. Beholid yoitr Ood. — — Sing, O heavens, and be joyful> O 

xlix. 13. earth} and break forth into (inging» O mountains: for tho 

Lord bath comforted its people ; and will have m^rcy on his 

Mai. IV. 2. affliScd. Unto you that fear my name, (hall the Sun, o£ 

righteottfnefs arife with healing in his wmgs. 



Jews of the Meiliah. It is fuppofed, indeed, by 'many interpreters^ 
that IVIofes himfelf alluded to this prophecy when he exprefles his 
backwardnefs to God in going to Pharaoh. ScnJy I pray thee^ by 
ihe hand of htm whom thoU nmlf fend *^l\i^X, is* by the- Shiloh^ whom 
thou haft promifed. How very exa^ly this prophecy was fulfilled, 
is very apparent. The difperfion of the Jewrs, independent of pro- 
phecy, is one of the mod lingular events in the hiftory of mankind : 
but when we coniider it as the conQpletion of prophecy -—when we 
coufider this people diTpcrfed and wandering among all the nations 
Upon earth •— without temples — without laws, without government 
— connected with none, but diftind): from all — as if preferved to com- 
plete future prophecies <-— the whole together, I think, forxnsiio ar- 
ginnent of fufficieot force to w^igh againft all ths cavils of. in- 
•fidelfty. I * 
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SECTION IL 

Containing thofe prophecies which relate to the birth 

of the Mefiiah. 
• ■ ■ 
THE voice of him that cfieth in the wilderners, Prepare ye If. xl. 3. 

the tuay of the Lord; ttiTiktJlraight in the defett a highway for 

our God. ^Ycrj valley flialJ be exalted, and every tHountatn 

and £/// {hall be made/ow; and the crooked {hiiM be made 

Jlraight, and the rough places plain. And the glory of the Lori 

Jballbe revealed, and alljlejb (hall fee it together ; for the mouth 

of the Lord Tiath fpoken it. Behold, I will fend you Mai. iv. 5. 

Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and dread^ 

fill day of the Lord. — — I will fend my mcflenger, and he Mal.iiui. 

fliall prepare the way before me / and the Lord^ whom yefeek, 

fcall fuddenly come to his temple — even the mejjenger of the 

covenant, whom ye delight in. Behold, hefhall come, faith the 

Lord of hofts. 1 have fet my king upon my holy hill of Pf. u, 6. 

Sion* Thou art my fon ; this day have I begotten thee. I 

will give thee the heathen fot thine inheritance's and the titmoft 

parts of the earth for thy pojfejfiofu — — The Lord himfelf If- ▼"• 14. 

Ihall give you a fign ; Behold, a Virgin Jball conceive, and 

bear a foh, and (hall calf his name Emmanuel, ^^^And thou, Mic. v. 2. 

Beihlesn Ephratah, though ihou be little among the tboufands 



If. xl. 3. By mountains and rough wayst the prophet indicates 
the moral difficulties which the gofpcl tended to remove. 

Pf. ii. 6. This prophecy of ihe heathen, and the utmoft parts of the 
earth as apoffeffiony is» in other language, the old patriarchal pro- 
mile, in tbeefhall all the nations of the earth be bleffed. 

If. vii. 14. Thtrt is fome difficulty in this prophecy. The two 
children feem to be confounded ; and llkewife the two figns — that 
to Aha£, and that to the houfe of Ifrael : and many commentators 
have endeavoured, though none perhaps fatisfadorily, to remove the 
obfcumy. I think it probable that the text may be faulty. After 
«U, however, the ^r^yU<y u/elff that a virgin Jball conceive and hear 
^Jont^tt^d that his name (hould be JEmmanuel, or God with man, (lands 
clear of all difficulty, however the context or temporary prophecy 
whidi is conncficd with it may be involved in obfcurity. 
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of Judah, yet out of thee {hall he come forth, who U to be 
the ruler in J/raels wfaofe gomgs firth have heenfivm of Ms 

If. ix. 2. jrom everiqfting. The people that walked in darbiefs have 

feen a great light : they that dwell in the land of the fiadow 
of deathy upon them bath the light finneJL For unto U3 a 
Child is born, unto us a Son is given ; and tbe government 
fliall be upon his (boulder i and his name (ball be called 
Wonderful^ Cmnfellpr^ the mighty God^ the everhf/Htig Father ^ 
the Prince of Peace. Of the increafe of his government and 
peace there (hkll be no end* 

% 

SECTION in. 

Containing thofe prophecies which relate to the fife of the 
Mefliah — his preaching, and hit mn^des. 

Dcut. I WILL raife them a prophet from anrng thdr hrethrffi (faid 

* ' God to Mofes) lite unt^ thee; and will put my words in bis 

mouth ; and he (ball fpeak unto them all that IJhall command. 

It liii. 2. ^_« He hath no firm nor comelinefs i and when we (hall fee 
him, there is no beauty that we (hould defire him. He is def- 
pi/ed and rejeSed of men — a man of forrowsy and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid, as it were, our faces from him. He 

If. xlii. 2. was de^ifedf and we efteemed him not. -——He (hall not cry, 

nor caufe his voice to be heard in thejlreets^ A bruifed reed 

(hall he not break ; and fmoaking flax (hall he not quench. 

If. Ui, 7. He (hall bring {ox^ judgment with /rwrf. — How beautiful 



Dcut. xviii. 1 8. That no prophet ever did arife in Ifrael lite wi* 
to Mo/eif is taken notice of by Samuel, or whoever added the con- 
cluding part to the pentateuch. See Deut. xx. i o. The great leading 
charadters in Mofes, is his delivering IfraeU and introducing a new law. 
Thefe charaders agree only in the Mcffiah. The great difference 
was, that his deliverance and his law were um^er/al znd petpetual ; 
thofe of Mofes, local and tranfitory. 

If. xlii. 2« This prophecy lets the mildneb and quietnefs of the 
Melfiah in oppofitioa to the fevere and fpirited cfaarttder of the 
prophetSt 

upon 
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vpoA llie fMantaias are the feet of ^m that bringeth good 

iiUngi -^ that pM/biApHici — that pMybeth fahmtion — that 

faith «nto Sion, tiy God rngmtb-^'^^^^Sing and rejoice, O Zech» 

daughller of Sion ; for ki ! I come and will dwell in the midft "* '^* 

of thee. And pumf naiionf JkaU te Joihed to tkt Lord m that 

daj I andjbcil it my pt^i z and I will dwell in the midft of 

thee I and thou Ihah know that the lord bath fent me unto 

thee. ^— « BehoM my Servaiiti whom I have chofen — nune ir.itliuio. 

Eled, in whom my foul deKghteth % I have put my Spirit 

upon him 4 \ he Ihall bring forth judgmint to the Gentiles. He 

ftall not he difeo^regedi ttll he have kt judgment on the earth ; 

and iixttfieiJMl wait fir hie ibfti.-^He (hall not judge after If. xi. 3. 

^^Jight rf hii eyes; lax^tt reprove after the hearing of bit . 

eare''^ : but with ri^tewfnep fiaH he judge tbepoer^ and reprove 

'Ufkh equitfs and he (hall fmite the earth with the rod of hie 

^outh i and with the hreath of hie HpsJbaUheJlaythe wiihed f • . 

lUghteottfnefs ihall be the girdle of his loinsi and faithful- 

^efs the girdle of hta reins« -•^^ The ^rii of the Lord is If. Ixi. \, 

Upon me» becaufe the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 

tidings VLtM the meek. He hath fetit me to iirtd up the 

he^ohn^earfed — to prodftim l^eHy to the c^tiveSf and the 

opening of theprifon unto them that are bound -^to proclaim 

iht aeceptaUe year of the Loedp •>^-— > And many nations Aall Mic^iv.^. 

come and fay^ Comei let us go up to the m&untain of the Lordf 

and to the houfeofthe God of Jacob; and he will teach us his 

nvaySf and we will wsdk in his paths : for the Lord fhall go 

forth out of Sion^ and the word of the Lord from Jerufalem* ■ j 

He fliall be zjlone of^umbling, ani a rocl of offence to both the IfvHi.^. 

houfes of IfraeL ■ This is the Lord^s doing; and it is mar- P/. 

veUous in our eyes. This is the 4t^ which the Lord hath ^^^"^' ^^: 

made % we will rejoice and be gtad. •**-«^ Beholdi I lay in Sion If* 

xxviii. 16. 
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^ Thift ia, he (hall not take cognSzmce of adions froai hia feofea ; 
nor according to outward appearance. 

t That is, the dodrine wMth he pitaches (hall itiake the eternal 
fcfvffition of j^ood and bad* 

4 3 0f9m^ 
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a fnundatkh-fioHe t a tried ftone ; a 'pcecioaia eomeivftdne ; a 

fure foundation ; be that Mieveth^ (ball not ht cw^imndid* . n 

If. I wHl do a marveiloas work among 'this ptopte* The nvifiom 

XXIX. 14. ^/^^/|*>^^ iMMihiB/^«i^/:andidiA undefftanding of their 

Zech. prudent nun fliall bbiii/t. -i*^—* Rejotce.gieatly,!Oidaugfater o£ 

IX o 

' ^* Sion. Shouti Odamghter of Jeruiak/m Behold,, thy Iping 

Cometh unto thec^ He isljuft^and'hairiagfalFation; Iqwly;; 

Hug. and riding up$n an ajs\ and a qolt the' foal tf a(n afs* I .wiU* 

»• 7-9* fiu this houfe ^th gibry, faith thfe Lord q£ (wftflL.. The gkr% 

efthis laittr ^ii^.fball be greater than the j^viivf; .and.tn this 

If. place Will I give peaiet faith' the- Loid of rh^$> '^>^^*^ Tbea 

***'• 5' fliall the iy'fs of the blind ht opened, apdtb<.\ e^stftbe deaf, 

fliall be linftopped. Then Oe^^X :i\^Umt il^an leap ^ si hartv 

If, xUi. 7. and tht fonguf of thf dumb man fliafll fing- j^— r- H^ fliall briag 

, out the /r^i^r/, and them that iiC iV^f^»^« oqt of'the 

If.xlix.9. prifon-boiilis. He fliall fay to the /tr^n^/jriQo f^rth; to 

If. xl. II. them that fit in darknefiy She^ ypurfelv^. — *-— He fliall yir^^ 

his flocks like a fliepberd. .He fliall g^t^er.the lambs ; with 

his armsi and carry them in his bofom \ $nd fliall gently lead 

If, tbofe that are with young^-r— TJiey fiiall npt hunger nor 

xlix. 10. third ; neither fliall the beat nor .the fun finite them ; for he 

that hath mercy on them fliall lead them 3 even by the fpringa 

of water flxall he guide them. They fliall fjced i^ the ways \. 

and their ^afture fliall be in all high places* . 

SECTION IV. 

Containing fdch prophecies as relate to the death, afonfment, 

refarreSitmf and exaltation of the Mefliah. 

.1 « . 

Pf. xli. 9. TEA, even mine o^nftmHiatfrhudt in whom I tcuftedy 
who did al& j:at of mybrcad> hath. laid great nuaiifoj me« 



p— .— i>"y«^-^»<» I — »*— ^—^MWi^WW 



• If. xxip.t. 5, . It is obferv^d* that no prophet wrotfgtit (uck mi* 

racks as thefe but Chrifl. 

If. xlij;.7# The idea of a prifodand prifoners, is v^ry oft^n ap- 
plied Co a ilate of heathenifm, 
. / -« . ' T- — Arid 
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And I {aid. If ye tfaidk good» five mc my price ; and i|. Zech 
not, forbear. So they metgbed for my fxiQC. thirty pieces of 
^her^^nd 1 caft them to the potter in the houfe of the Lord. 
— — — Smite the fotphiri^ and ^tjbetp (ball be fcattireL —— Zcch 
He was opprefled, and he was afflldted, yet he opened not bis \{^\{^\\i 
moiOhi he is brought as a lamb to the fl^ughter \ and as a 
flieep before her (hearers is dwiA^ fo he opened not his mouth* 
He was taken from prifon» and from judgment ; and who 

fludl declare bis generation ? Falfe witnefles did rife up Pf. 

i^atn(t me: they laid to my charge things that I knew not.. **p *''• 
As for me, I was like a deaf manj and heard not; and as one xxxvin. 
that is dii^mb, and doth not open his mouth. ■ ■ Many dogs ' ^- 
arecome about me, and ^he counfcl of the wicked hath en- ^^^ *^^^ 
clofed me. -i^— - 1 gave my hack to the ftniters^ and my cheeks If. L 6. 
to them' that plucbedoiFthe hair. ——I hid not my face from 
Ihame and jl^^/«^»— — They (ball fmite the judge of Ifrael Mic. v. i. 
with a rod upon thf cheek. They gave, me gall to eat ; and « • 

tvhen I Wis thirfty, they gave me vinegar to drink. They pf. 
piirced my bands and ray feet. They parted my garments xx".i7» 
among theta, and caft lots on my vf/lure. ''^— And one (hall Zech. 
fay, what arethefe nvounds in thy hands ? Then he (hall an- ^"^' ^* 
fwer^ Thofe» wkh whiqh I was wounded in the houfe of my 
fridnds.^-^r-^My God, my God, iook upon me; why haft Pf.xxil^s. 
thbn forfaken me ? All they that go by laugh me to 

fiorn : tbey (hoot out their lips, and (hake their heads, faying, 
He trufied in God to deliver hitn ; Ut him deliver hitn, if he nvill 
have him*'-'^'''^! will (hew wonders in th^ heavens, and in Joel 11.30. 
the earth, blood, and ^re, and pillars pf (moke. The fim 
fiiall be turned into darknefs% and the moon into blood, before . 
the great and terrible day of the Lqrd come ; and it (hall 



Pf . xxii. 1 6. This prophecy is defcriptive of the Mef&ah's being 
put into the hands of the bealhen. The word dog was univerfally 
applied by the Jews to the hcatheo. Thus our SaVioqr too applies 
it. Matt. xr. 26. 
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come to pafs, that whberer (hall call oh die hafaie oF thi^.Lord 

Dan. (hall be faved. -«-*^ Sevvnty weeks are determined npoA tfay 

■*• ^4- people, and upon thy holy chy, to Jln^ tbi trai^teffion^ and 

to make an end ofjins^ and to make rkancitiation Jir mjtsi^ 

. and to bring in everlq/Kng ri^ioufnrftj and ,te leal np the vi* 

filon and prophecy^ and to dnaint the meft hofy. Knov^ there* 

fbre, and underftand, that from the going forth of the comw 

ihandment^ to reftore and to build Jemfatem untd the Mef- 

fiah the Frince, (hall be fercnty weeks ; and threefcore and 

two weeks the ftreets Aall be biiilt again, and the wallmn 

in troublous times. And aft^Y threefcore and two weeks fliaA 

If. liiu 4. Meffiah be cut uffy but not for himfi^. -^ — ^ S tody he bath borne 
our griefs^ and carried our forrows: yet We did ^eem him 
ftricken/fmitten of God, and afflided; But he mzz^vwndid 
for our tranfgrejjioni he was hiruifed for our inijuitiet: the 
chaftifement of our peace was upon bim ;• and with bk ftcipe^ 
we are healed. AU we like ibeephave gone affarsy ; we haVe 
turned eVery one to his t>wn way ; aiid the Lont haiih Isud 
on bim the iniquity of us alL It pleafed the Ldrd to'hrniftq^ 

^ him : he hath put him to grief. Thou fiiall make hhfiui am 

offering far fn. He hath poured out his foul unto death* 
He was numleted with iranfgfeffors s and be ihaUbear the 

' Zcch, ftns of many ; and make intercefjionfor tranfgrejfors •• — ■■■■Ahd 

Sii. to. J ^\\\ p^^f Q^( ^p^Q ^^ houfe of David, and upon the in« 

habitants of Jurufalem, the Spirit of grace, and of fapptfcai* 
tions: and tbeyfhall look upon bim wbom tbey bave pierced T^aaA, 
they Ihali mourn for him as one mourneth for an only fonv 

Ex. ■ ■ A bone of him fliall not be broken. In that day there 

X1U46. ^^jj ^^ 7i fountain opened to the houfe of David, and to th^ 
Zech. inhabit'aiits of }erufalem,*fbr^/2 and for tinclednnefs. ' ■ '- He 



» 
♦'There are fimilar expreffions in the 4«5th pfalm : Myfns iave 
taken fuch hold of rAe^ ilat I am nut able to look ii^ ; is a pafla^e <a- 
' plained by 1 Peter ii. 24. IVbo hit own felf bare ourfnt in bis ovn 
body on the tree. Indeed the whole 40th pfalm is appH«d by many 
karded cxpoiitors to Chrift* « 

made 



hii graii nmth the wicked and with the rich in his death. !£ in;, g^ 
•Why do the heathen fo ftiriouflj rage together? Tht^PtiLi. 
lifigs df the earth ftand up ; the rulers take counfelagAif^thlf 
Zord, and againft his anointed. — He that dwelleth in heavtxi 
ftMl laugh theiil to fcbm. The Lord fliall har* ttitm iA* 
derition. -^-^ Thou fliah not leave ttiyfiul in hell: ncitlcf PL 
fliah thou futfer Ihtne holy One to fee corruption. — ** Aftel^ Hof "i 
two days he will. revive ub ; on the third day he will raiji'us 

up\ and We will live itt his fight » I know that my re^ Job. 

deemer Ivoeth^ and that he (hall ftand at the latter day upon ***• **• 
the earth* - I will ranfom them from the power ofthegra»oei Hot 
I Will ¥iedeem th»m from death. O death, I will be thy plague : *""• ^4- 
O grave, I will be thy deftrudion. — — The Lord faid unto Pf. ex. i. 
my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, tiU I make thine ene* 
mie's thy footftool. The Lord (hall fend the rod of thy power 
out of Sion : be thou ruler even in the midft of thine enemies. 
In the day of thy power (hall the people oiFer thee free-will 
offerings with a holy wor(hip. The Lord fware, and will 
not repent: Thou art a prieft for ever, after the orde^rof 
Melchifedec. 

I (hall conclude this whole coUedion of prophecies with 
an excellent paflage from Biihop Hurd's fermons op pro- 
phecy. 



Hof. VI. 2. In this palTage and in others the prophets fpeak iq 
the plural : but it was a common idea to confider Chrift as rifing, 
accompanied with all the faithful. Thus St. Paul : If we beReve 
that Jefut died and rofe again : even/o them which feep in ^efi^s,JbaU 
Cod bring with him. However^ this pafTage in Hofea is often in« 
tcrpreted in a different manner. 

Pf. ex. z . The whole p(alm from whence this paflage is taken* 
is commonly contrafted with the twenty-fecond, which contains ai 
ifull prophecy of the humliation of Chrift, as this does of his exalta- 
iion. They are both quoted in this light frequently by our Saviour 

and his apojlles. The 7 2d and 89th pfalms feem to relate to the 

efiabiijhment of the Me//iah*s kingdom. They are full of exprefiiona 
wh'ch cannot poilibly relate to David or to any qther fubjed. 
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<< The argument from prophecy lies merely ia the evU. 
<< dence produced^ that certain paflages were delivered in. 
<< the Old Teftamenti and have been fulfilled by certain: 
^< correfpondent events related in the New. The argument^ 
** doth in no degree depend on faith i but is calculated t.a 
^ produce it. It is equally (trough pr equally weak, to a 
^< Chriftiani or a Jew, or an unbeliever — - the fole point 
«< in.queftion being this \ whether fuch ^ings as were pro* 
^< phetically delivered, appear to have b^en fulfilled — a 
^< point on which common fenfe and common honefty will 
^< equally decide, on every fuppoiition.'' 

Strmmi V; p. 154V 
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TICT'E know nothing certain of the hiftoiy of St« Mattfaevt 
but what he himfelf and the other evangelifta rof 
late ; which includes little more than what pafled. 4uring 
our Saviour's miniftry. Where he lived afterwards -« 
where he fuffercd martyrdom — or whether he fttfiere4 
martyrdom at all — we have no accounts that can be dct 
pended on. 

Some commentatorsi both ancient and modern, are oC 
opinion that he wrote in Hebrew ; and that the Greek wc^ 
now have is a tranflation. But Du Gardner, on examining 
all the evidence, that hath been produced on both fides, is o{ 
opinion^i that St. Matthew's gofpel was moft probably written 
in Greek> as we npw have it *• 

This gofpel is certainly the moft circumftantial account 
we have of the tranfaftions of our blefled Saviour. It 
hath alfo another advantage over St. Mark's gofpel, amit 
St. Luke's — it was written by an eye-witnefs. It is tbere^ 
fore defervedly placed at the head of the facred canon § 
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See Lsrdncr's Htft. of the Apoftlcs and Evangclifts. ' 

and^ 



Ik pile? ace, 

andj I fiiould think, hath a fairer title than any other to be 
the guide in all thofe little variations which we find among 
the evangelifts* 

One of the great .peculiaritits (tf St. .Matthew is, the con« 
ftant attention hti p^s td ^e 'Completion of thofe prophecies 
which refpe£led our blefled Saviour. 
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THE circumftances, which attended the birth of CHAP. 
Jefus Chrifl-, who fprang in a direft line from ^ - - ^ 
David, were thefe. i. 2. 3. 4. 

Jofeph, who had been betrothed to Mary, the ^! 10. lu 

mother of Jefus. found her with child before their 12.1.5.34. 

. , i5.i<5i7.* 

marriage : but being a compaffionare man^ and un- t».i9. 

willing 



1. *rhe Book of the g0ieraitons of y ejus Chrlfi. This phrafe does 
not apply merely to the genealogy^ but alio to the life and hiflory 
of Chrift ; as in Gen. vi. 9. thefe are the generations of Noah ,- 
under which title is exhibited his htflory as well ^^ family . 

I. The prophecies which declare Jefus to be the fon of David> 
ftem to be fufHcicntly fulfilled, if Jofeph, his reputed and legal 
father^ fprang from that prince- And this indeed feems to have 
been th^ idea of the angel, in his fpeech to Jofeph, in which, 
there is fomething emphatical, Jofeph, thou Son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, — But for farther fatidfac- 
tion with regard to the pedigree of Jefus,' fee the notes on Lukeii. 
4. and on Luke iii. 23. The family of David reigntd in Judea, 
till the Babylonifh captivity. After that event, they fell iuto the 
utmoft obfcurity; yet ftill prefcrvcd their pedigree, as all Jcwi{h 
families did. The government, after the return of the Jews froqn 
Babylon^ was held by the prieils, and the Maccabees ; till Herod 
the Edomite was made king of Judea by the Romans. 

18. Chrift in Greek, fignifies anointed, as MeJJiah does in 
Hebrew. 

19. The Jewifli law coniidered incontinence in a betrothed 
woman, in the light of adultery; and puniHied it with death. 

Perhaps no word in the New Teftament is applied more 

variouflyy than the word Jtxat^. It is applied to God : it is 
applied to Chrift ;- it is applied to men : \\ is applied to things. 

¥•!,. I. • B I con- 



2 ST. MATTHEW. 

willing to treat her with feverity, he determined to 
break his engagements with her as privately as he 
could. 

While his thoughts were employed on this fubjeft, 
it pleafed God to reveal to him in a vifion the par- 
ticulars of this myflerious birth ; and to point out 
to him as a confirmation of what he had revealed, 

23- the prophecy of Ifaiah ; Behold a virgin Jhall concewej 
and bring forth afon^ whajhallbe called Emmanuel^ or, 
God with /?7/7».*-Jofeph, thus convinced of her inno- 
cence, and high exaltation, received her joyfully j but 
did not marry her, till after the birth of her fon ; 
whom he named Jefus. 

This extraordinary birth was publiflied by the 
following event. Certain eaftern Magi came to 

1- Jerufalem, 
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I conceive therefore it has not always a determined meaning; but 
is often meant to point out that particular perfe^ion, excellence, 
or virtue, which the cafe requires. When it is applied to God, 
it is meant to comprehend all the divine perfcflions ; and here, 
when apph'ed to Joftrph, it perhaps marks that particular virtue, 
which was in his cafe required 5 and which, from the context^ we 
are led to fuppofe was mercy. In the 9th chapter of the fecond 
epiftle to the Corinthians (vcife 10}, Suaico^yv evidently mcaos 
Dlerality. 

23. This prophecy of Ifaiah (vii. 14.), and other paflages of 
fcripture of the fame purport, «nc fhould think, were enough to 
cftabh'fli the divinity of our bit fled Saviour. The Unitarian can 
produce no one reafon, on hisfyilem, why the ^;:f/7i/jr of Chrift 
fhould ever be mentioned, as it often is, in fcripture : but there 
is an evident reafon, why his humanity (hould be mentioned ; as 
he ifi God *wUh nmn^ according to the prophecy before us, or God 
manlfefed In the jlejhy as it is explained by St. Paul I Tim. iii. l6* 
— This veifc and the following, according to our tranilation^ 
are inferted as a remark of the cvangaH:i's ; but they are eW- 
dently ^ continuation of the angel's difcouife. 

I, In many paits of Ptrfia and Arabia, colleges of Ma^i wcr.e 
fettled, who lludied allronomy, and othfr fciences, and ^evoted 
themfelves to a purer religion, than was obfcrved by any of their 
heathen neighbours. In thefe colleges many Jews re&ded during- 

X f the 
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Jerufalemi> and inquired for the king oF the Jews, who 

was then juft born ; declaring they had feen a ftar ia a. 

their own country, which directed them to Judea* 

The jealoufy of Herod, who reigned over the Jews 
at that time, was excited by fo uncommon an inqui- 
ry. He called the chief.prlefts therefore together; 3» 
and having been inftrufted by them, from the pro* ^'^* * '* 
phets, that Bethlehem was the place ot the Mefliah's 



the captivity. ('or th« Magi adored one mvifihie God, ami 
probably made no objctflion to the Jewi(h mode of worfhip. Da- 
nitl was certainly at the head of fome inftltulion of this kind; 
(Dan. T.ti.) and Elymas, who is improperly called ^ foreerer^ 
was a Jewifh Magire (A£t8 xiii, 6.). Many learned men there- 
fore have thought that the Magi here mentioned, were probsibly 
Jews, or however Jewifh profelytes. 

2. If \\\t Ji^ar were the appearance of that divine light, which 
the Jews called the Sbechinah^ it was a fign well. adapted to them. 
If it had really the appear^nte ofn fiar^ it was as well adapted to 
the GerttVnt who had greater faiih in rnling Jiarsy and conlidered a 
ne*tvjiar^ as prognofticating the birth a grcut princt. 

3. This was Herod the Great. Many princes, of the name of 
Herod, reigned afterwards in Judea, which mufl be attended to, 
or it will create confufion -*-The word ^ulc&v which fignifies/d 
-agitate) is uftd here to fignify the agitation, both of Herody and 
the pttipk ; though it is evident they were a^^itated in different 
ways. It isoften uftd in ^%tiQX^vsi^ vyartous pajj^om \ and in this 
fenfe we fuppofe it is'uft-d here, See Parkh. Lexicon on this word. 

4. That is, he called together the heads of the feveral courfet 
of pficfts as mentioned, 1 Chron. xxiv, 4. &c. 

6. Bethlehem Judah ; and Bethlehem Ephratah^ as it is called 
in Micah, (v. 2») were the fame place. This town ij mentii'^ned 
Gen. XXXV. 9. There was another town of the name of Bethle- 
hem, belonging to tire tribe of Zebulon. As Matthew wrott 

his gofpel chiefly for the ufe of the Hebrews, it was his bu£nef« 
to eltabli{h the completion of thofe two ^reat prophecies, that 
Jefus was born of the lineage of David; and in the town of 

Bethlehem. The beft account we have of the prefent (lafc of. 

Bethlehem is given us in the Abb6 Mariti^s travels into Syria. 
{t fiands, he tells us, on a lofty hill ; and commands a vievr 
over feveral beautiful vallies rich with flowers, and fcTcened by 
moitntainS) covered wath wood. The ruins of St. Mary^s chiwchj- 
which w4« built in the rime of Coullantinei are uncommonly m9g« 
aificcnt* 

B a births 



4 ST, MATtHEW. 

•• ' birth, he gave this information to the Magi ; with a 
private charge, that when they had found the prince, 
of whom they were in fearch, they (liould acqu^nt 
him with his place of refidence, that be alfo might 
pay his devotion to him. 

p. lb. Thus inftrufted, the Magi purfued their journey to 
Bethlehem; and, to their great joy, faw the ftar, 
which had led them from their own country, ftill pre- 
ceding them, till it flood over the houfe, where the 

II. 12. holy child was born.— Having performed their de- 
votions, and prefenred gifts to him, after the manner 
of their country, they returned home : but by a dif- 
ferent road ; as they had been warned by God, in a 
vifion, to have no farther intercourfe with Herod. 
13,14.15. Soon after, Jofeph, on the fame divine admoni- 
tion, carried the holy child, and his mother, into 
Egypt> to avoid the wrath of Herod : thus completely 
fulfilling in Chrift, the words of the prophet Hofea^ 
Out of Egypt have I called my fon^ which were applied 
firft to the deliverance of the children of Ifrael from 
the bond3ge of that country. 
16. Herod being thus difappointed, in a violent rage, 

put to death all the male children under two years of 

' age 



II. It was a cuftom in the eafl, and ftill prevails, to approach 
great people with prefcnts. Thtfe preftnts however were* often 
of the moil trifling nature ; a flower, or an orange, was fufficient, 
The very valuable prefents therefore which the Magi off"ered> 
rotwithftanding they found the child in fo mean a condition, 
ihcwed the ft rong ideas with which they were impreffed of his 

15. Hofea, XI. I. 

'its. Thq fffou^a^ the male children only. Herod Ja made more 
Wicked, iQ our tranflation, than he really was. — Macrobius, a 

beathcR 
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age in Bethlehem, and its neighbourhood : conclud- 
ing that Jefus could not efcape fo general a flaughter* 
Then was completely fulfilled the prediftion of Jere- 17^ 
miah : In Rama was there a voice heard, lamen* *8. 
tation, and weepings and great mournbig ; Rachel weep" 
ing for her children^ and refujin^ comfort becaufe they 
were dejiroyed. 

After Herod's death, Jofeph, by the direftion of 1920.21. 

9 2 2 ■* 

God, returned with the child into Judea ; and after- * ^' 

* 

wards, 



heathen author, who lived about the end of the fourth century, 
mentions this mafTacre. Auguflus, fnys he, Iraving been informedy 
that Herod had ordered a fon of his own to be killed^ among 
fome children whom he had put to death in Syria, faid (in 
allufion to tfie prohibition of fwine's flefh among the Jews) that, 
// wfl/ hotter to he Herod* s hog, than his fon. The emperor, accord- 
ing to Macrobiui's quotation, feems to have played upon the 
words ; it w^s better to be Herod's w »j viof Saturn, ii. 4. — 
Macrobius fixes the fa£l in Syria properly enough, becaufe Jude? 
was then a part of the province of Syria. See Tac. c. xii. 

18.' Jer. xxxi. 15. 

32. The copulative As is very improperly rendered not with* 
Jlanding; it (hould be rendered and^ or hut. 

23. This a difficylt paffage. It is not eafy, in the firft place, 
to point out any prophecy, to which the words, hejhall he called 
a Nazarenif allude. But fecondly, if they refer, as is com- 
monly fuppofed, to Judges xiii. 5. where it is faid of Sampfon, 
that he (hall be a Na%artte from the womh^ it is as difficult to apply 
them. A Na%arUe^ from a Hebrew word, which fignifies 4o 
feparate, was a perfon dedicated to God by fome particular cere- 
monies, and for fome particular purpof»f. Sucli a perfon was 
bampfon, who was appointed to deliver the children of jfrael 
from the Philillines. And indeed Sampfon fcems to be no im« 
proper type of Chrift, as by his fingle power he efftftcd that, 
deliverance. — But then how comes it that St. Matthew favs, Chrifl; 
received the appellation of a Naxarite^ not from his being thus 
fiparated, but from his living at Nazareth^ which has nothing 
to do with the profcffion of a Na%arite^ TM>r is in any way con- 
nefled with it, except in the fimilarity of the name. It fcem3 
to me> tho' 1 dare not lay mucji flrcfs on the interpretation, that 
the Evangelift's meaning in this. — Jefus, "Who was in fad a Naxa- 

B J n/O 
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wards, on hearing that Archelaus had fucceeded his 
father Herod, retired to Nazareth in Galilee; from 
which town Jefus was called a Nazarene^ or a Naza* 
rite ; conformably to the charadler and office he bore, 
^$ foretold by the prophets, 

CHAP. About the 30th year of Jefus's life, which had thus 
^2\ far been fpent in this obfcure retreat, John the Bap- 
tift began to draw the attention of mankind. He 
preached in the defert parts of Judea ; declaring the 
approach of the Mefliah ; and perfuading men to re- 
pent ; agreeably to the prophecy of Ifaiah, The voice 
qJ one trying in the wildernefs^ prepare ye the way 




ritCf in the ftri£le{l fcnfc of the word, and according to all the 
predi6^Ioni of the prophets, did not however receive the appel- 
lation from his conformirig to the Levltical law, but was^called a 
J/a%are9ie or NazanU, mertiy from his haVjinjsr fpcU the greated 
part of his life at Na%areth. So that from this 4icc'ul(ntal circum- 
JiafiiCf he received that name, which, in fo appropriated a manner, 

was due to him from his offiee, A very ftnllble and learned 

correfpondent, gives me another interpretation of this difficult 
paHage. ** I do not recoUcft," fays he, •* that Jcfus is ever 
** called a I^azarite. His own account of himfelf was, that he 
•* came both eating and drinking. But Nazareth was at the 
•* bottom of all his fufferings; and prejudiced the whole Jew ifh 
•* nation againft him. The candid Nathaniel cried out, *Can 
♦* any thing good come out of Galilee?* Nicodemus was re-? 
** proachcd with being the friend of the Galilean. Nazareth 
♦* eclipfed the fplendor of his miracles and wifdom : Is not thia 
*^ the carpenter of Nazareth? Nazareth was the ohjedl of hisar- 
** raignment before Pilate: He iiirreih up the people from Ga- 
*• lilee to this place. Nazareth is pointed out at his death as the 
*^ great ground of reproach ; Jefus of Nazareth, the king of the 
•* Jews. So that though Nazareth is not mentioned in the pro-r 
** phets, they arc full of that contemptuous treatment, which was 
•* in fo great degree occadoned by that name." 

?. The vford ix{\ccv6^» {ignides a change of mind; and, in a rc^ 
ligious fenfe, a change ofheqrtfrQm (^il to ^ood^ which is the fcrip- 
lurdl idea of repentam^^, 
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fff the Lord; make his paths Jiraighf. '-^-^This ex- 4« 
traordinary perfon appeared with great ftriftnefs of 
life. His raiment was a mantle of the coarfeft hair, 
tied round him with a leathern girdle ; and his food, 

fuch only as the defert afforded. His fame as 5.6- 

a prophet, and a teacher, foon drew a numerous 
company around him ; who, being convinced by his 
doftrine, confefled their fins, and were baptifed. ■ 

Among others, who attended hiin, John obferved ?• 
many of the Scribes and Pharifees; and knowing 
probably, they came either out of pride or curiofity ; 
or perhaps that they trufted only in outward obferv* 
ances, he aqcofted them with fome feverity : '*Per- 
verfe men^ cried he, fearch your hearts, and find 
what motives have brought you here. If indeed you 
are in earneft, let your lives (hew it. It is not your s. 9, 
defcent from ' Abraham, that can fave you. Other 



4. It IS fomcwhat remarkable, that El»jah the prophet, in ivhq/e 
fptrit and ponuer John the J^npt'tjl earner ia dcfcribcd in fcripture in 

this very drtfs. He 'was a hairy many (dreflcd in a mantle of hair , 
or fltin) and girt lAjilh a girdle of leather about his loins ^ 2 Kings, 
1, 8. — There is much difputc about the meaning of the wor4 
locujl ; but. ad we know from Hiny (lib, vii. 30.) that the 
infed of that name, was dried, and uft.d as food in the eaft, we 
have rtafon to fuppofe this infedl is meant . 

5. The prophetic office had ceafed fincc the days of Malachi, 
who lived near 400 years before Chrill; fo that a perfon of John'a 
extraordinary appearance, who took on hTm the name of a pro- 
phet, drew grtat attention from the people. 

6. TThey were baptized in Jordan^ confejjing their Jins : that is, 
they were received as pvofelytes, and ba^jtifcd in the name of the 
expcfted Mtffiah ; coufefii.niT, in general, their finful live?, and 
renouncing the opinion of juftification by their own works. See 
Lightfoot, V. ii. p. 122. 

7. See Mark vii. i 14, Tmn^jMTtt e;^»Jviy — defcenv-iarts, 

not of the faithful Abraham, but of the old ferpcnt, which firllj 
withftood the wiU of God. 
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icf. children will foon be multiplied unto Abraham.' The* 
end of the Jewifh law is approaching, A kingdom of 
righteoufnefs will foon be eftablilhed ; to which my 

II. office is a preparation. The Mefliah's fuperior 

"• power will baptife you with the holy fpirit of God. 
His religion will try the hearts of men ; and open, 
in a new manner, the eternal confequences of their 
adions.'' 

J J, While John was thus preaching to the people, 

14^ Jefus himfelf came to him to be baptifed. But 
Jolfij, with great humility, refufed to baptife a per- 

15- fbn fo much his fuperior; till Jefus informed him, 
that it was a neceffary preparation to his public ap* 

16, pearance in the world. The ceremony was then 
performed ; and God was pleafed to clofe it with a 
miracle. The clouds breaking, as Jefus afcended 
from the water, a divine light was ftied abroad. 



s 



<2. Tlie word^re Is ufed in fcripturc, both aa t\\t fymlol of pu^ 
rityy and as the in/Irumeni of vengeance. The TaltnudiiU fay, that 
angels bathe themfelves in rivers of fire. 

16. There is no mention made of a light: but the opening of 
the heavens plninly fug^efts that idea ; efpiecially as on other oc- 
cafions, thefe miraculous communications were attended with a 
light ; as in the defcent of the Holy Ghoft upon the apftftles 5 
and in the converfion of St. Paul. Is was probably that divine 
appearance which the Jews called the Shechinah. -^ T'he bodily ap^ 
pe.irance of a dove is generally, and juftly exploded by almoft all 
commentators, fio-g* wfjjirgpav may as properly be tranjQated, in 
the manner of a doves The mode of flying in this bird is peculiarly 
beautiful. It feems to have iiruck Virgil : 

— : — , Aere lapfa quieto 

Radit iter liquidum, celeres ntque commovet alas. 
So that the light hovered over Jefus fomeihing like the fluttering 
motion of a dove. The lights which appeared on th^ apoftles, at 
the defcent of the Holy Ghody.was not fire ; but it appeared like 
fire, ftWTft iTffQff 5 '33 the other was not a dove \ but wn\ 7rEp»np«»- 

4 1. which 
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Tvbich hung hovering over him : while an ' awful 
voice, from the midft of the illumination, pro- 
claimed, " This is my beloved /on^ in whom I am well 
fleafedJ^ 

' One thing more remained, before Jefiis made his C H A P. 
public appearance in the world. It pleafed God to 
ihew, that that Saviour, who was to die for fm, was 
Kimfelf free from fin : and that he who was to fuc- 
cour his faithful fervants in temptation, both knew 
what temptation was ; and was himfelf beyond its 
power*. 




* Hsbr. I'i. 1 8. Hebr. iv. 15. 

1. The wildcrnefs here mentioned, is fiippofed to be that wild 
defert country, of which Mr. Maundrel, (p. 79.) whofe account 
I abridge, gives the following dcfcription. — " From this place 
we proceed in an intricate way, among hills, and vallies, all 
of a very barren afpesfl at prefent ; though difcovering evident 
figns of culture in ancient times. la a few hours we arrived at. 
that mountainous defert, in which our Saviour was tempted. It 
id a miferable, dry, barren fcene, confiding of high rocky moun- 
tains, fo torn, and difordered, as if the earth had fuffered fome 
great convulfion. As wc looked down a valley on the left, wc 
faw fome ruins of cottages, which we were told, were formerly 
the, habitations of hermits. From thefc high grounds we had a 
delightful profpeft over tlw plains of Jericho, the dead fea, and 
the mountains of Arabia. On defcending into the plain^ we foon 
came to the foot of mount Quarantania, which we were informed^ 
is the mountain, from whence the devil tempted our Saviour with 
the vifionary fcene of all the kingdoms of this world. It is, as 
St. Matthew calls it, an exceeding high mountain : and in its afccnt, 
difficult, and dangerous. On the top of it flands a fmall chapel | 
and half way up the afcent, another on the prominent ledge of a 
rock. On the fide of the mountain alfo are feveral caves, in which 
hermits ufed formerly to keep their lent. In thefe caves wc found 
ffnall bodies of Arabs, quartered, with fire*arms; who demanded 
2CO dollaris for permitting us to climb the mountains ; which 
was a greater fum than we chofc to give," \t' 

With 
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With this view Jefus retired, under the guidance of 
i* the fpirit, into a defert place ; where, undergoing a 
long faft^ as the great prophets of the law, Mofes and 
Elijah, had formerly done, he began to faint. 

3. At that critical moment, the tempter appearing 
before him, made his firft application to the necef* 

4. fities of his nature. '* If you be the Son of God, 
faid he, command thefe ftones to be made bread." 
Jefus gave his anfwer a fpiritual turn, implying, that 
mere earthly food was not fo neceflary to man, asi 
the heavenly food of religion, and truth ; and that 
man ought always to depend, in his exigencies^ 

5* upon the providence of God. On this anfwer, the 

Devil 



3. Some commentators have rcfolvcd this whole account of 
our Saviour's temptation tntu a vifion ; but I know not on what 
ground, except its being accompanied with fome dlfficuhies, 
which we cannot eafily folve ; and this would be as good a reafon 
for taking the fame h'bcrty with any part of fcripture which we 
happen to miflike. The Jlguratlve Jlyle of fcripture is a different 
thing. Common fenfe teiis us, that when our Saviour fpeaks of 
cutting off a right hand^ or plucking out a ri^ht eye^ he could only 
mean renouncing our had dejires. but when the account of a tranf« 
a6iion is given in a plain hiftorical manner, we are not certainly to 
apply the fame rule to faS, which wc may allowedly apply Xoji^le, 
This paffage of fcripture, no doubt, hath its difficulties. I have 
prefaced the account of it with a few conjcdlures at the dedgn, and 
intention of it ; which ftem to be founded on fcriptural authority. — 
It may poflibly have reference to the great original fource of fin. 
The firll Adam was tempted by the dcvil, and foiled \ the feccnd 

Adam was tempted and overcame. I mfght add, that St. 

Mark's blending it, in his curfory manner, among In'ftorical fadls, 

J Mark i. 13.) is a ftrong corr(;boration of its reality. Indeed I 
ee no end it anfivtrs as a viilun ^ but many as an hiilorical fa£l. 

4. In this anfwer Jefus alluvied to Dcui. viif. 3. 

5. Though it appears hardy cnticifm to confider the tempta- 
tion of ChriLi as a viiloja ; yet I am much inch'ned to fuppofc the 
^'ild^^rnefs to be the only /cent of the whole tranfadion. The idea 
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Devil framed his fecond temptation. Having raifed 
the appearance bf the temple of Jerufalem, he 
placed Jefus on one of its battlements ; and wifhed 6. 
him, if he thus trufted in the providence of God, to 
make a trial : ** Throw yourfelf down faid he, from 
this height, and fee whether that God, in whom you 
truft, will fend his angels, to fuftain you from harm." 
Jefus anfwered in a paflage from Mofes, intimating y. 
that we ought not to try any unneceffary experi- 
ments of God's power in our prefervation j but that 
it was enough to rely on him in all unavoidable dif- 
ficulties. The devil being thus foiled in his firft at- g. 9 
tempts on Jefus, endeavoured next to find out, whe- 
ther there were in him any latent fparks of ambition, 
or love of pleafure ; and placing him on a high moun- 



of fuppofing the devil to carry our Saviour to Jcrufalcm, appearii 
to rae much harfhery than to fuppofe him capable of raiting an il« 
lutive fcene, like Jerufaltm. TAe Evanjrelifts are never exa£l in 
trivial circumilancts . but keep the main point in view ; and it is* 
in fa£l, of noconfcquence, with reg[ard to the temptation, whether 
the fcene were real or ilhifive. S'. Luke's ex preffion, he Jho^ed 
him all the kingdoms of the nvorld, in a moment of time, rather lead^ 
to the fuppofiilon of an ideal fcene. Mod interpreter* underdand 
by it(t<ra,i; ra? pxatXn^ Tn? oix^/tAsvn;, only the country of Judea^ 
The word ctx«^/4iv«i ahne, no doubt, fometlmes has that interpreta- 
tion ; but in conjun3ion, as it ilands, with the other wordu of the 
fcntence, I think, it is a ttrongcr expreffion, than fuch an inter-' 
pretation warrants : and the words, in a moment of time, give it 
ftill more the air df an i'liiftve fcene. If then we admit one re- 
prefcntation to be alKjfiver we may fuppofe the other lo have been 
to likewife : nor is it more improbable that the devil (hould raife 
a fcene like the h'ofy city^ and the temple ; than like all the kingdomt 
of the earth. — What the devil's power was, before Cliriftianity, wc 
know not ; but we are led, from the confideration of oracles, and 
ofTcflions, to believe it greater, at leaft more oftenfible, than k 
as been fince. Perhaps when our Saviour fays, He faw Satan^ 
ps ftghtning fall frpm kcaven^ he fpeaks of this abridgment of hi* 
power, 

taini 
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tain ; "Look round, faid he, from this lofty ftand : 
See all the kingdoms of the earth fpread before you 7- 
2^1 their wealth — all their glory — and all their plea- 
fures — all is mine, and fhall be yours, if you will 
only give up your truft in God ; and place it in me," 
ic. II. This was too great an indignity for Jefus to bear. 
He rebuked the devil with authority, and feat him 
away ; on which angels came, and miniilered unto 
bim. 

1t.13.14. In thefe folitary regions, Jefus had now fpent fome 
Umej when hearing of the imprifonment of John, he 
returned to Nazareth : and from thence proceeded 
to Capernaum, a town of fome refort, feated on the 
lake of Genefareth*. At this place be began his 
miniftry ; and thus completely fulfilled the prophecy 
of Ifaiah t ; T^he land of Zabulon^ and Ncipihalin^ by 
ijje way of the fea^ beyond Jordan — Galilee of the 
Gentiles \ — the people ^ which fat in darknefs^ faw a 



* This lake is called ajfo the fea of Galilee^ and the lake of Ttbe^ 
rias. Jt was called the lake of Tiberias from a town of that 
name, which was feated on its wellcrn ihorc. Near this town 
Herod had a pal^ce» and beautiful hanging gardens running along 
the banks of thi6 lake ; from which gardens fome derive the name 
Xjenefareth, Others fuppofe it to have been a corruption of the 
ancient Ciunereibf fpoken of in Numb, xxxiv. ii. 
.\ 17. From the mention of the imprifonment of John, juft be- 
fore Jefuy aifumed his public character, we are gather led to fup- 
pofe the evangelift might imply, that Jefus began his own miniftry, 
about the time that John concluded his. This idea feems confirmed 
by Mar. i. 14. 

f If. ix I. 

X The whole of GaUlee was, in fa6k, Jewifh Innd ; but. the 
upper part of it was fo much frequented by the heathen natimis, 
bordering on it, ^thal it obtained the i\ame q{ Galilee of the Gen- 
tiles* 

1 great 
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great light ; and to them^ which fat in the regkiti and 
Jhadow of deaths light is fpnmg up. 

At the time, when Jefus began his mmiftry, he 18.19.20. 
chofe certain difciples, to attend him as the wit- ^ 
nefles of his life and doftrine. He firft chofe two 
brothers, Peter and Andrew, inhabitants of Caper- 
naum ; whom he found following their calling as ' 
filhermen, on the lake ; and foon afterwards, James^ 
and John, two other brothers, who were fifliermen 
likewife. All four' immediately left their friends and 
occupation, and followed him. Accompanied by 25. 

thefe 



21. Zebedee, the father of James and Jplin, does not fectn 
to have been a perfon in the loweft circumllances. He had a 
boat, and nets, and hired fervants. The two brothers ttderefar^ 
not only left a calling, but a gainful one, which they fccm to have 
had the means of carrying on with credit. 

23. We (hall find our Saviour's miracles, as we proceed in the 
hiftory, not only confirming^ but iUvJlraiing his divine authority. 
His giving fight to the blind illviftrated hie power to illuminate 
the prejudiced minds of men — his healing their bodies fliewed 
his power to heal their fouls, and forgive their fins — his calling; 
out devils diTplayed his final viftory over the devil — and his 
raifing the dead, hi« power to accomplifli a general refurredlion. 
— iThis places them in a (Irongcr and more beautiful light, than 
when they are confidcred only as afts of beneficence, or proofs of 
authority. — Some writers, I think, carry the idea of allegory 
too far. Many of our Saviour's miracles, no doubt, admit of 
Very bcaiUifal 'allegory* as when St. Peter was called from the 
boat ; (fee a note on Matt. xiv. 25. j and when the blind man was. 
fent to waTh in the pool of Siloam; (fee a note on John Ix. 7.) 
but it is rather forced, when a writer (its down on fet purpofe, tA 
fome have done, to draw every thing into allegory. It was, dd 
doubt, \\it primary intention of the miracles of' our blefTed S&viour^ 
to authenticate his divine k:ommi(Iion. Beth he and his apoftlet 
cbnftantly appeal to them as fticb. Every thing elfe is oifecondary 
confideration.— nWfth i;(gard lo our Saviour's he^iirtg the. fick, k 
hath* ib^en obfervedi that he healed bo difordcVsi but fuch as were 

of 
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lliefec attendants, he went through Galilee» preaching 
in the fynagogues» and confirming his divine authority 
f 4. 15* by miraculoufly healing the fick. His fame foon 
fpread throughout all parts : numbers of difeafed folks 
were brought to him ; and multitudes of people at* 
tended all his motions. 




I. 2. 



Jefus having laid a fufEcient foundation for their 
faith by his miracles, thought it right to open next 
the great truths of his religion. And that he might 
be heard with more eafe^ he afcended a ri(ing ground^ 
and calling to him all who wiChed to profit from his 
dodrine, he delivered his firft difcourfe in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

He began began by pronouncing a bleffing on feve* 
ral characters, difpofitions, and fituations in Iife» 
which were commonly treated with the greateft negleftj 
and were oppofite to thofe ideas of grandeur, which 
the people had generally conceived of the Me&ah*s 
kingdom. —— Bleffed, faid he, are the humble and 
lowly-minded, who neither value themfelves on their 



of themfelves incurable. This is not the fa^; a /tver^ for in- 
dance, is a curable diforder ; and fo is a Uprofyy as may be fup- 
pofed from the legal purgation appointed for it. The ilrefs there- 
lore is laid by thefe interpreters on the wrong point. The mi" 
racle did not confiil in the kind of dtforder cured ; but in the in* 
fiantaneout manner in which the cure was cfFcded. 

t. It is evident (from Matt. vii. 28,; and Luke vii. i.) that all 
wpell-difpofed people are here meant by the word difciples. The 
twelve apotUes do .Do.t appear to have been yet commi{Eoned. 
And indeed all the precepts of this diCcourfe feem to be of general 
Utility. The I3th^ 14th, I5th> and i6th verfes have mcft the 
«pp>earance of a particular application to the teachers of religion ; 
but they are very capable of a more eolarged acceptation. 

attain- 
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attainments, ndr on the advantages of the world: 
nor^ if they have them not, repine at the wznt of 
them. Thefe alone are truly difpofed to embrace my 
religion* * Blefled are they, who having difengaged 4. 
themfelves from the indulgencies, and vanities of life, 
pafs through it in that ferious manner, that becomes 
a flate of trial. Their felf-denial here ihall be their 
comfort hereafter. ■ Bleffed are the meek, the gen- 5,' 
tie, and inoifenfive. Their happinefs in this world, is 
an earned of that blefling, which (hall attend them in 

the next. Bleifed are they, who feel piety as necef* 6. 

fary to their exiftence, as their food. They ihall cer<* 
fainly receive that increafe of it, which they fo earneft- 
ly defire. — — Blefled^ is the humane and merciful 7, 
man. His mercy to others, will, in time of need, 

call down mercy on himfelf. Bleffed are they g, 

whofe hearts and affections are cleanfed from im-< 
purity. Such heavenly minds alone have intercourfe 

with God. Bleffed are they, who are not fatisfied 9. 

with a mere inoffenfive behaviour in themfelves ; but 

endeavour to promote peace among others. Thefe 

are the true children of the gofpel. —— Bleffed are lo.xi 12. 

they who are ill-treated, reviled, and perfecuted for 

the fake of religion. Thus of old the prophets were 

perfecuted; in whofe reward, as well as fufferings, 

they fhall partake. 

You, who embrace my religion, like lalt, fhall 13. 
purify a corrupt world. But you muft firfl: be pure 

yourfelves. 



t 

If. It IS rathtr probable, that tbefe expreifions, ye are the fah 
•f the earth f and ye are the light of the 'worltt^ *PP^7 to Chriftians in 

general. 
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14.15.16. yoiirfeivesJ Like a city built upon a hill, you are coft^ 
fpicuous to alL You are the light of the world. Let 
that light fhine for the benefit of others. 

17* Do not however imagine, that my inftitutions are 

intended to overturn the law, and the prophets> 
whidi you have thus far been taught to reverence. 

iB. By no means. It is my bufinefs, and intention to 
complete, and fulfil every tittle of the moral, and ce- 

19. reruoniallaw : and he who liath obferved both the 
moft religioufly, is the beft qualified to receive the 

3y?. gofpeU So far indeed am I from deftrbying the moral 

* law : that I mean to exalt and pkledl it. He 

.-* . therefore 



gcnefal, than to the preacliers. only of religion. General ex^ 
pTeflions of the fame kind occur in other parts of fcripture. Sec 

Col. ir. 6. and PhiL ii. 15. The figure here is exceedingly 

bold, £ay ^Mi^out^n ioaXx<;\ if the fudt he iufaiudie/^,'-^ The an* 
dents ufed rock, or foffil fait, which was much more fubje£l to 
imfiurities, than the fait we ufe. Mr. Maundrervery -well illuf- 
trates this palTage by the account he gives of the vai/ey of falt^ 
near Aleppo. •* There is a fmall precipice, fays he, occafioncd 
by the continual taking away of the fait. Jp this you may di{« 
cover the veins of it lying, I broke off a piece, which having 
been ejtpofed to the fun, rain, and air, had entirely lofl its favour ; 
though it had the fparks, and particles of fait. The inner parts 
retained their favour.*' 

14. Sir'Ifaac Newton, and others, have fuppofed, that our blef- 
fed $avjpjur on this and other occafions, alluded to objeds he- 
fore him : and Mr, Maundrel fpeaks of a town, called Saphet^ 
imagined to be the^incient Bethuliah^ which was eafily feen IVom 
what is called the moutit of the BeaiUudes. 

16. It IS probable, that in this paffage, tht doSinnes o^ ihc 
gQfpel are meant by the fa/t ; and the example of its profeffors, bjr 
the cky on a hill, and the candle on a candle ^ici, 
' i&. KigaiA, which is tranflated ttttlef fjgnifies the ornamental 
part of a letter^ which was ufed, whtn Hebrew was elegantly 
written ' • 

20. As far as we can judge from this, and the following paf- 
fages, the Pharifees had greasily corrupted the fpirit of the law ; 
and taught, at Icaft by their example, thiit its {jrccepts extended 

©nly 
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therefore who iball take hn meafure of perfie£tion^ 
from the letter of the law, as taught by the Scribes 
and Pharifees, or from their glofies c^n xt^ fhall in 
no degree be qualified for my kingdom. The fixth 
commandment, for inftance, hath been commonly 
Umited by the Jewifli doOors to murder : but my 
inftitution fuppofes every man to incur guilt, who^ 
even in his thoughts, is at enmity with his neigh* 
boar. Be afTured, therefore, that no religious fer- 
rices, accompanied with a malicious heart, can be ac* 
ceptable to God. As it is an eafier matter to makt 
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only to outward adlion* — that a regard for the ceremonial part 
%muld excttfe the moral -^ and that fome tmponant privileges 
«ver« conaeded with a deCcent from Abraham. All thefe no- 
tions our Saviour refutes. — The hypocritical pretences of the 
Pharifees had however giained fo much credit with the peop)e» 
that it was ivoyerbial among .the Jewst Tiai if two mem §nff 
JbouUenter the kingdom of heaven^ one of them would he a Scribe ^ and 
tie tiber a Pbafi'ee, - Orett therefore muft be the furpnfc of our 
Saviour's hearers^ when they found thefe very perfons marked 
but, of 2^1 othersy as the leall qualified to enter tne kingdom of 
heaven. 

21. The climax here feems to be this: If yov are ai^ry with 
your brother without a caufe^ it \i wrong. If you proceed to 
abofe by cfllliitg him raea (a'vaialight /elk>w) it is worle: but 
if you go on to brand him as a wicked man, (which fool .in the 
Jewiflr laiigttage fignifi^cs,) it is worft of all. 

22. Philo (de Sacrif. 844.} obferves, that when a man had 
injured his neighbour, and acknowledged the injury, he was 

4ifft lemttke-reiiituttofl* and- then to prcfent his facrifice,— To 
thitf practice our Saviour feems to allude when he fays, Leave thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way : Jirfl he recf^led to thy brother g 
imd iimemnti emd^Jiriby gpft. «^TKe exptV^fTion hellfirt ailudea 
^rikt-.^uiUeyif'iimnmfMihtw the I fraelite^ formerly had offered 
their children to Moluc; and in^our Saviour's time, burnt the 
bones of facffficcs,'' «nd 4>thcr ' rubWiih from the -city. As there 
>va8 ahnoft k eonftaat fire ifae^i ihey thought it UluIbatiYe oC 
iiclL 
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Up a quarrd at fir ft, thati wheii it is carried toextr6>, 
mity ; fo the dreadful confequences^ that follow the 
breach' of this commandment, are beft prevented byt 
rooting oiit at once every malicious toidency.— -^^^ 

27. Again, the Jewifh do&ors confine the feventhcom* 

28. mandment to the crime of adultery. But my inftt* 
tutions; go farther. They fet a guard upon the 

29. 30. heart. The^impure tbougbt^ when cheriihed, becomes 
I '-: guilt : and every impurity, however natural and 
"~ conftitutional it may be fttppofed, muft be rooted 
out ; as It is liirely better to give up the unbwful 
' propenfities and pleafures of this life, than by indulg- 
ing them to rifk everlafting happinefs in the next. 
31.32. Thus, alfo, in the matter of divorce, great liberty 
hath been taken under the law. But my inftitution 
forbids divorce on any account, except adultery : it 
.calls him an. adulterer who puts away his. wife, and 
• marries another ; and her an adultrefs,- who marries 
3}. after fee ip.thus put away.— —Again, tbe Jewifh 
dodlor, gloffirig on the third commandment, injoins 
you religioufly to perform whatever you have bound 
34. '5. 36. yourfeff to by an oath. But my infUtutJon totally 
forbids the ufe of oaths in common converfation, 
either by the Creator, or by the creature'; allowing 
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29. The word crxftySo^ properly fi^ntfi«8. ti Jhmh^'iheS, 
:Our Saifiour therefore c6nfidcr» <v««y thing, tliat dtfiruSf rtR^o^p 
as fQmething/fliWmi/'jt^^ji,,.,* . ', 

3[2.. Sec Jiat. xiK. 9. Markx* it* i-ukex»L.jB. • • ^ 
1 11 \ Bpjyyer coj)^aurc9 that Mk pRfiij^e^.fhouid he pointed 
thus; O ?5oy©- v/Awy y«i ; yest ; «• «. Is yoin* fpetch affiraaaute^ 
Let it bcaffirmatfvc. Is it negative ? Let i( be ncgatire. 
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<^nly a bare* affirmatic^ or depial. — Thus i^gain^ 38.39 40. 
the law of retaliation. demands a« eye for an eye^ and, ^*' ^** 
a tOQtb fir a tooth. But my inditucions fb]ii>id thisi 
rigour; and, on every occafion, ju'efcribe a kiufi 
and gentle behaviour -r-.a willingnefe to give — a *^ilU. 
mgnefs , to forgive — and to part with ; fomething^ 
even of your juft right, for the. fake of- p^ce» > 
Among the glofles on the law, you have heard it; 
faid. Thou Jhalt lo^e. thy neighbour ^ and bate tbm 
enemy* My diredions are different* Your enemy, 
whoever he be, is the creature of that God, w,ho 
regards all mankind with an equal eye of tendernefs 
and rmercy* The Phaiifee confiders the kindnef^^ of 
others to:: him, as tho^imeafure of his kindnefs to 
them. . Do you imitate the boundlefs mercies of that 
gracious vFat her, wha maketh bis fun tojhine on.theevU^ 
and an.the good ; and, fendeth rain on the jujk, arid on 
the tmjujt^ . ' 



43- 



44- 45- 
46. 47. 

43. 



, Devote yourfelf and all your aftions to God, C H \ P, 
San£lify- every duty by referring it to him. If you ^" 
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39. The paffa^es which tv]o\n turning the other cheek — giving 
the /hie — andg&mg twice at far as was required^ are not certainly 
to be interpreted literally, for little pood would arife from that ; 
but arc meant as defcriplivj of a Chriilian temper and difpolition, 
wiiich arc *f the hyhelt value. 

43. The lattef part of thw glofs. Thou fiah hate thine enemy f 
was founded on thofe peculiar fevcrities, which God *or particu* 
lar reafohs ordered againft the Canaanites, 5cc. and which fc:em to 
have 4>eeti originaliy intended by God as national punifbments for 
fin. The Jews howiever conceived themi as authorizing a private 
animbfity. 

a. Alms .were confidercd among the Pharifees as a. mere opuf 
fferatnm* 

C 2 give 
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4» give dims throng* a tnddvis 6F Tahity; tke prafle oP 
mea 16 yotir reward. But if ydd feek for th^ appro* 
bation of Goki ; gite thetn fect^Iy, and vnth k trtbv^ 

!• *• 7* S* duly to pl^afe Kfti. Thus again, if you imitate 

the hypocrite in your prayers ; you fliaH ree^e olily 
a hypodioe'a reward, the praife Jif m^n. But the 
fincerity of your feci^t prayers fiiall meet thk atcept- 
:fnce of God. -^ To the uprighinefs of your heart 
Attend more ftah to the length of your potions. 
Odd knows your wants i but he expetfts ybu to give 
him a teft of your fincerity. 

f 10. In your prayers, begin wkh an acknowledgement 
of praife to your heaveniy ^ £ith^r» Let- tbd whole 
face of mankind be the ne£t oiifsSt of your petmcsis 
r— pniy, that the kingdom of righteoufn^fe ttttLf 
orerfpread the world -^ and that men may liipe in 
obedience to its laws on earth, as the blefled angell 

IX. do in heaven. With regard to your temporal wants^ 
p^a^ only for the necefiaries of life ; or at leaft ^ith 

ii. enth-e fubmiffion to the will of God. *;— WiA t-egarfl 
to your fpiritual wants, pray for the forgivenefs of 
youriins : but be wett^ffored, that yoo pray in the 
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6. Thy Fatberf which is in fecret. Thefc v;ord« wWi the omtf* 
fion of the particle tv^ before »i which is omitted id (bme M6S. 
will bc» Pray in fecret to thy Father. 

7. PerfcTerance in prayer is often reeomoiefided ; fo* that theft 
repetitions^ and much fieaiing, oiuft be fomcthiBg dtffercnt««-^A8 ii 
may throw an advantageous light on this» and the following Terfe* 
with fome people* to be informed ho^ nearly Pbto'^s ideas coineida 
arith our Saviour's do6irinet I fhonld recommend, to their perofat 
the two laft pages of Plato^s fecond Alcibiades. 

fpirit 



CHAP. VI- ^ tl 

%urit of forgtwnefs to others. Intreai God to afliil t^^ 
you in paffing through t|ie temptations anc) dangers 
9f this world : and co|[iclude your petitions with ex« 
pir^ag ypur truft in his power and gpodnefe to 
grant ail you alk.— But i repes^t to ypu, that you 14. 15. 
are by no means to exped forgivenefs at God's 
ha^ds, unlefe youib]|;ive .others, ^y rooting entirely 
out of your hearts all malicious and reyengeAiJ 
thoughts. 

The fame devotioa to God, which ought to go* i6.i7.i#. 
vern your abaas and your pnayara, ought alfo to 
govern your religious aufterities. Whatever of this 
kind you prafUce on a worldly motive, meets only 
a worldly reward. It is devoting iie aSion toGodi 
which fan^ifies it in bis %ht. 

Thus fpiritu^lizing your minds, confide not your 19. 
worldly goods as your treafures* They are liable to 
many ^ccidems. But coniider th e enjoyments of a 20. 
Mefled futuricy alone in this fight ; which are the 
only treafures not fubjeQ to change. And of this si. 
be aflured, that wherever your treafure is, your 
heart an.d k will always "be together. — -— It is the %%, 
yrorldly mind which mifleads you. Whei^ your fight 33. 
Js clear, yq^r IPPtiops are properly direded: hot 
when it is irqpairfsd, you are bewildered. Juft fo 
the mind^ Cleanfe k irpm the love of earthly ^ings. 



Ij. Af %ht article 9^ }t pddc4 t^ rtt^^ h ivther denotet tietvjl 
OttTf than iihnply tvitf as it ftaDds }n quf tranHaiioii, 1 he fmtf- 
iht&s Mq re^uire9 tbi# fenfe. Piiher wfi^m ^ tvil$w^^ that 

i%, frm^ bsi dminto§ / for tbm u tl)9 bngdm- 5«l 9Mr ttanflator^ 
tfsm tQ hate l>ccii miilcd by the vi^au. 

; : C 3 afid 
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and It* wmof courfe be direfted to heavenly. 
24* Befides, the cfanhly mind is utterly inconlijiini \eith 

religion. It is impoffible to devote yourfelf, at 
25. the fame time, to God land the world." — i.— Be not 
c- therefore foUcitous even about necdjfary ibirigu • That 

God,' wha created you, will continue to preferve 
16. you. That hand which feedeth the fowls of the air^' 
27. will reach its proteftion to you. Without this pro- 

tedion, even the moft anxious of your endeavours 
2<.29.3o« would avail nothing* Confider who clothes the flow* 

ers of ;jthe field in all that fplendour wiiich no art can 

rival. Will he, think you, who arrays the lily^ ne« 

31. gled you ? Be not then folidtous about the things 

32. of this life. Leave the ansious cares of this world 
to its children. Let it be your part to pra£tife the 
rules of religion: and your heavenly Father, who 
knoWeth your wants, will properly fupply them. 

34. Let not the future therefore diftrefs you : leave to* 
morrow to itfelf } and trouble not to- day with evil$ 
which belong not to it. 
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%*], HXi)ci« liere figntfies more properly tf^^, thzn ftature i and 
'*fr,'xij<; IS taken for a Jh&rt duratUm. To add'^ ctKt to a man*»Jtd^ 
turCf 18 ji great things which the ^enfe reje&s. See Wetfteio. 

30. Into the oven. In the £aft fuel is often fo fcarce, that the 
inhabitants bUrn dried grafs. They want it chiefly to fiipply their 
ovcift. 

33. All thcfe things ihall be added. The mode of cxpreffioa 
here leads us to confider the things of this world as thrown in, by 
way of overtlus in a greater bargain ; rather than as being of 
xndeh value m themfelves. And- this is indeed the light in wKich 
we Aiould learn to confider them. 

34. No expofitidn can do juflice to the original in the conV 
t:ludine verfes of this chapter ; but for tbf fake of unifpnorty, I 
tgi obliged to pio(}crni«e thesxt. 



CHAP. Vn. • -a^ 

But however pure you may fuppofe yourfelves, I CHAP, 
forbid all rafli cenfures of others. The malicious, , ' -\]j 
detrading temper has little to expeft from the fa- i-a. 
vour of God. Look rather at home; 'and tr^ 3.45. 
whether you cannot find greater faults in your own 
hearts, than in thofe of your neighbours. Correft 
ycurfehesj therefore, before you prefume to cenfure 
others. And even in cafes, where it may be proper ^* 
to cenfure, be prudently referved. Indifcreet ad- 
vice injures both itfelf and the advifer. But in ?• 8* 

this, and in every thing elfe, have recourfe to prayer, 

and the afliftance of God. He who prays earneftly, 

may depend on being heard. With what attention $• lo. 

does the earthly father commonly liften to the requeft 

of his child. And can you fuppofe that your hea- >»• 

venly Father will be lefs attentive ? Learn alfo, iz. 

from G6d*s; kindnefs to you, to be at all times kind 
to your neighbour : and make it a rule in all cafes, 
to do to ethers whatever you might reafonahly expeSl 
them to do to you. In obferving this rule, you fulfil the 
law. 

Thus the path which I have marked out for you, *3' ^^ 
is narrower than that in which the world commonly 
walks. But confider the great point to which It 
leads ; and be hot difcouraged from puffuing it. 



6* See Mat. x. 14*. x6. Marli^ vi. ix. Luke xk. 5. and z. 
\l. Ads xiii. 51. • 

7. jljky fcei, inocl- From thcfc words, which form a climax, 
we receive the fame inftruAlon to perfcvere in prayer, which wc 
49 iatbecafe of the widow« and the unjuft judge, Luke xviii. 7. 

^^ C 4 Liften 
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^5* Liften not to tbofe Me teachers, whofe do&rines 
}6.x7.i8. produce not t holy life^ As the fruit diftbguifliai 
^9* •^^ iijg jj,gg^ f-Q jo^g ^ IjQiy |;£g jjj^ Chriftian. A good 

Chriftian will as certainly fhew his do^rine by his 
holy life, as a good tree will produce good fruit : 
and that Chriftian, who does not (hew himfelf in 
this way, is of no more worth than a tree which bears 
2x.^f.a3. bad fruit. It is not profeifing the gofpel, nor dif* 
playing your gifts and endowments, that will majce 
you my difciples. Be your profeflions or yoi^r gifti^ 
what they may, if they are unaccompanied with 
good works, they belong not to my inftitution* ■ • * 

«4* V* He, therefore, who^ having heard the gofpel, con* 
forms his pradice to it, refembles that prudent man, 
who builds his houfe upon a rock. The rains, and 
fiorms, and floods, may beat againft it : but it is 

16.27. founded in fecurity ; and refills their force. While 
be, who leaves a good life* out of his religion, for- 
gets the foundation, and raifes his hoqfe on the fand. 
The ftorms and floods arife : it is ill-founded, and is 
inftantly beaten down. 

. ^8. 19. Thus Jefus concluded his divine difcourfe : and 
his hearers were (truck with admiration ; for they 
eafily faw, that his preaching had a different tend* 
ency, and came accompanied with higher authority, 
than that of the Scribes. 



19. Bowycr conjedures this yerfe to be an interpohtion. Jt 
is properly introduced Mat. oL zo. but here it certainly inter* 
rupts the argument, and the fenCe. It introduces the fnmj/hwU^ 
when the argument proceeds only oa the mcft'^oim* 



CHAR vm. > 95 

^ On hi^ defcendmg the hill^ where lie had beexi CHAP 
teaching the people, h« was met by a leper; who ^ 
acknowledgmg his divine power, begged his affift^^ i • a 
ance with paiGoaate exclamations. Jefus immediatelyr s* 
embraced the oppotrtunitj, both of confirming Im 
dodrines by a miracle, and of relieving the maa'« 
diilrefs. He laid his hand therefore on the leper^ 
and healing him with a word, ordered him not to M 
fpeak of the matter ; but to fhew himfelf to the 
priefts who were appointed by the law, as the proper 
jadges of the reality of the cure. ' 

As he entered Capernaum, a centurion belonging 5. 
to a Roman garnfon in the neighbourhood met him, ' 
and befought him to heal his fervant, who wa$ 6. 
ftruck with a palfy. Jefqs, defirous of giving the 
Jews an iaftance of faith in a perfon, whom they j* 
defpifed as a heathen, told the officer he would go 
home with him, and per&rm the cure* The cen« 



4. This caution, which our blelTed Saviour generally lliewf« 
in ordering his miracles not to be divulged, is commonly- attri- 
Jaut^dio. m if&rif of avoidiog offeocc. If he hadi^een folicitouir 
to draw multitudes of people about him, they might often have 
been incliaed to popalar tumult. It is true, he might have 
avoided any thing ot this kind by bts divine power ; but it vvas 
certainly more exemplary to his foUoweri^ to ufe common^ proe 
4ential mcana» than to have rccoiirfe, 00 all occaiioni* to |i 
miracle. -<^ For the fame -reafoa it feems probable, that he di4 
not openly profess himfelf to be the Mefliah s but ratbcr ,ufe4 
(iicb language^ and wrought fuch mirades^ as might ^onyinc^ 

all wcU-^fpofitd perfons of this great trpih. The «xpremo« 

for a ttflmfmy wto tbemt means, that the prielU pronouncing th^ 
.cur^ to -be real* would give teftimony to thcpjsopley that it wasfiu 

4. Sec the law of kpnifff I^^vit. w» ^i*. 9m xiv*. 4» 

turioOf 

IS 
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turion, ftruck with a fcnfe of hte owtt infenoiity, 
declared his unwortbmefs of fuch an honour ; and 
defired Jefus to fpeak a word only at that diftance, 
and he had no doubt of its effeft. Even I, faid he^ 

9' who am only an inferior officer in an army, can, by 
Ipeaking to thofe under my command, execute what 

lo. orders I pleafe, at a diftance. Jefus, turning* round, 
J I'*'! a- cxpreffed his admiration at this inftance of faith, 
which, he faid, was greater than he had found even 
in Ifrael ; intimating, at the fame time, that this was 
an earned of that great change which (hould fpeedily 
take place ; when the heathen ihould be received 
into the favour of God ; and the Jews rejefted for 
' their infidelity. Then addrefling himfelf to the cen* 
turicM), and commending his faith, told him that his 

^ fervant was already healed ; which, on returning 
home, he found to be true. 

14. At Capernaum, Jefus retired from tne multitude 
into Peter's houfe ; and finding his wife's mother in 

15. a fever, he took her by the hand, and healed her 
inftantly ; fo that flie was able to attend them at 
fupper. 
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' l^* Slmbk faith f which fs often confounded with traft, and 
'other thriltian graces, depends, no doubt, on evidence: but ilill 
5t 18 greatly in a man^s own power to fearch into evrdence, and 
ftrengthen his faith. A man may negleft the ftrongcft evidence, 
through felf fufliciency, and it may make nd imprelGon upon 
*Kim. Our Saviour therefote on this, and other occafions, ibems 
to confider faith, in a great degree, in our own power; and lays 
\hat ftrefs upon it, which in every re%ion, as well as the Chrif* 
tian, it dcfcrvcs; for no rclfgion can take pofleffioiTof the con- 
fcienccs oi mti^ vnlela attlirf in it be firft firmly eihbliflicd* 

This 
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' ^his" miractilous cure being foon noifed iabroad,* i& 
numbers of fick and difeafed people were brought td 
him in the evening, ' whom he immediately healed ; ,y; 
fttlfiUmg, by thefe ads of mercy, as well as .by hid 
death/ the prophecy of Ifaiah, Hiwfelf took $ttr infir^ 
fnitiesj and bare our Jicknejfes. But findmg the multi«> tf. 
tude prefs upon him, and being fpent with fatigue, h^ 
ordered his difciples to provide a boat to carry hiift « 

over t^e lake. 

Oh his embarking, he had an opportunity of 19.20. ax. 
proving the infincerity of fome, [who pretended to **^ 
bd his followers. They made zealous profefllolis'j 
but it appeared, that it was either on the expedatidil 
of fome temporal advantage, or with the view of 
mixing, more of the world with their religion, than 
it allowed* When they found that all their hopes 
were referred to a future life, they thought it prudent 
to retire. 

Jefus therefore and his difciples embarked alone $ 23* *4* 
but they had fcarce gained the middle of the lake^ 
when a violent gull of wind arofe, and endangered 
the fafety of the veffeL Jefus himfelf was afleq)^ 
taking that repofe which he had fo long wanted* 
The difciples, therefore, in greit terror, awoke him, ^y. 
imploring his ailtftance« Jefus firft rebuked their want s^* '7* 
of confidence in . him ; and then gave them a new 
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17* Ifa. Hit. 4. X Pet. ii. ^4* 

22. Let the dead bury their dead. Dead while /he liveth — dioJ^ 
^0ndh ^^eagaifi *v€kaflm tr^ojfki ao^iu --^ 9Xt «U fimilar modes. 

Inftance 
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/^ \fi&m69 of ms miiaculoD$ power, l^y tnft^y a4li^g 
theiea. 

^ A$ he Ismded on the other fide of the lake^ in the 
gOtii|try of th§ Gergefenes, ^wo demoniacs mei Um^ 
vrho firequi^nied thofe folitary regions^ in which thi; 

/'I Jj^wiT cpmnumly piade their tombs. Thefe men 
yerp fo exceedingly fierce, th^tt travelers diirA nof 
^3^3 »• ittft tlHit rpa4 : yet, on feeing |efus^ the wicked *|^l»^ 
that pofieiTed them were fo terrified^ that th^y 
,^ • - cried out ; calling him hy his name ^^ ^xpreifing i|ieir 
dread of punifhment -<-» and befeeching biip, if he ca^ 
them 9Ut of th? m^p, to fuSer them to ent^ iqtq ^ 
herd ^f fwine, which W9$ feeding at a littk diftjinc^ 



V'i'gr' I { . .ipi M l . I.' * .. .. ■ ,, j.-» 

38. This 10 the Srft inft^nce, that occtirst of /demoniacs ; ex- 
cept, where they arc mentioned,^ (▼. 16.) in the aggregate?* 
Some refolve all thefe appearances into ordinary diftempitrsi bo^ 
jt feems rather a hardy cxpedienti and attended with greater diffi- 
cult tes than it remoTcs. What is faid againft their reality It 
^iiiefty founded on their being very unlike any thing* which w« 
piect with at prefent. But if we rcfifon thus, we may deny, like 
the Sadducees, the exiftence of angels— we may deny all fupeiv 
|)9tural appearance of the divine prefence-rand the whole opoor 
nomy of the Jewifh theocracy.— It feems fafer, i think, and 
cafier, to fuppofe (what Sndeed we have ibme grounds to brieve 
from fcripture) that the devil had, before the times pf Chriftiai|T 
ity, at lead greater vifitk power than he had now. Indeed with- 
out fuppofing this, we canaot eafily get rid of many dtfficiiltie^ 19 
pro/one hiftory with regard to oracles ; nor of the pofftSione, men- 
tioned by Jofephus and other writers^ as exifting among the 
Jews. And with regard to the prefent miracle, how are we to 
believe, that an ordinary dlfiemper went from 1^ man into a herd of 
filVthc f The very purpofe ot this miracle, for aught we know^^ 
might be to ihew the power of the devil, and like wife the power «f 
our Saviour over the devil. The exorcifms of thofe times, no 
^oubt, were often juggles* This mirade ihcws our SaviQur'a zGt 
to be real. . . 

29. Wha hm)i mm toth ^hb ikfft Setter iDader«d| vfkaf M 
ibou ip dp with us ? 

Jefus 
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J^tes permittiilg them, the whole herd rufiied vU^ it^ ^ 
fetttly down a precipice into the lake, and were de^ 
ftroyed. The keepers immediately flying into the $i> 
dtjf, and giving intelhgince of what had been done, I^ 
the n^ole body of the people came out t9 leftis $ 
aild^ probably terrified by his power, defired he 
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^3. There ts not one of the miraeles of our bleflfed Saviour^ 
igainft which the cavils of iiifideh'ty Have been more generally^ 
«nd pirh^pt more fucc^fifully, direded» than diit. The j^jf 
^nftver i8> that our Saviour in fa6t, only permkttd the devils to 
ifrtitet' iht fv^ine, but that if he had even auihorized them« it wni 
litiliin.bte ; for if the Jt^fft were the profirietors of thefe animalsi 
fhey dcferved punifhment for tranfgreflin? their own law; and 
If tnc GentsUif. they e^ally deferved it, ror leading the Jew* into 
fefflptation. - Biit I eannol fay, I am fatiafied with thii anfwer^ 
There h fomethtng in the whole tranfadlion fo contrary to the 
benlUt fpirit, both of the gofpel, and it*a founder, in deftroytngf 
uu:h a multitude of 'aiiioials, and injuring thetr owners in fo grcal 
a degree, that I ihould rather wait for the time, when thisi and 
<yther dSBcttlt potntai (hftll recehre that folution, of whidi I hava 
not the lead doubt, they are fully capable, lam much of the 
opinion of honed Erafmus, who in hi« dedication to the works ot 
Uibiry, fays, ** We may talk of referHng difficulties to the tiext 
general council ; in my opioioo, it would be better to refer them 
to that bltlTtfd time, when we fhall fee God face to face." Dr. 
Ddddridge condudes his account of this miracle, with thefe plea# 
fing reiledions. ** From this remarkable (lory we have furely 
reafofi to adore the good providence of God, who retrains the 
IlkStfgiiant fpirjt? of Kett'from fpreading thefe defolations amon^ 
men, and beaits, which would otherwife turn the earth into a will 
demefs. A^hat jnatter of joy is it to refled, that all their fury 
and rage is under a divine controul ; and that they cannot hiot 
even the me^neft animal* without permiffion from above ? 

34, It jfeems indeed from their defiring him fo humbly to depart 
^ ijf iheir co^it that they confidered this miracle as a judgment 
upon them ; and ftared a greater, if he Hayed* agreeably to that 
padage in ^falip cv. 5S. £j3jp/ was ghd ai their departing^ fur tb^ 
I9»en afrmd tiftbem, . If the Gergefenes had not been afraid, they 
would not have mtreaied him, but would have forced him ; or 
•nave attempted to ponifh him. St. Luke exprefsly fays (viiib 
.a?.) tlu^ weri4alen with gnat fear ; which xould only be the fear 
oi vomin greater jadgment, 

would 
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c 

CHAP. wpmIcI le^ve their * cos^s*. Seeing ti|ea> tlrerefi3re tf lU, 
^ ^^- prepared3 at this time, to receive the gofpel, he. re-i 
J. paffed the lake* 

^ On his arrival at Capemauniy a paralytic, was 

brott^t to hiniy lying on a couch* Jetm obferving 
that his faith was fof&cient to make him a convert to 

S* yihriftianity, told him, his fins were forgiven. This 
was matter of great offence to fome of the Jewifli 
doftors who flood by ; though they did not care to 

4* exprefs it openly, Jefus, however,* knowing their 
thoughts, rebuked their infidelity, after they had feea 

5. fo many miracles j and afked them. If they thought 

it required more power to forgive fin^ than inflanta- 

6.' 7. peouJQy to heal a bodily diforderl He then healed 

the man with a word; and bade them judge, front 

that inflance, whether he had not authority alfo to 

8» forgive fin. But whatever the Jewifh doctors might 
ihink of Jefus, the people every where confidered 
him. as a prophet fent from God. ' * 

9* About this time^ Jefus called Matthew, who wa$ 

a tax-gatherer under the Roman government, to be 

10, hi^ difciple ; and afterwards refrefhing himfelf at his 
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' 2. This was agreeable to the whole tenor of the gofpcl, wl)ich 
offered forgiv^ncfs of all paft fins to every convert, on his firft 
finccrely embracing Chriftianity. This appears to have been th^ 
cafe tf the thief on the crofs. ^ •' 

6. The man is orde;*ed to take up his bed ; which he ^mlglit 
very eafily do, as the beds of thofc countries confifted of iitflt 
^ore than a thin mattrcfs beneath, and^ coverlet above.- ' ' . 

*■' g\ The text fays, he arofe and followed iim But th^ h nd 
reafon to fuppofe he did not make up his accounts and fettle hia 
bufiuefs. 

10. It is probable, Matthew might have invited them, in order 
to give them an opportunity of converting wiib Jefus. * ^ "^ 

- L w V houfe. 
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boufe, many people of ordinary efaarafler, with wlioift 
Matthew had before commonly converfed^ fat dowa 
at table with him* Thi3 feeming familiarity did not lu 
efcape the Pharifees, who expre£fe4 their, furprife Xq 
the difciples of Jefus^ (hat their mafter (hould de- ' 

mean himfelf by keeping fuch company. Jefu^^ in* in- 
formed of their cavil, aiked them. Whether the iick 
or the healthy had mpre need 5^ a phyfician ? ..'.And» i5« 
bade them <liftinguiih». as their. owg^ fcriptures taught 
them, between, wprks of charity, and mere outwajfd 
obfervances, whiph were the works they chiefly va- v 

I»ed. My principal, errand, . added he, in this wQ^d,; 
is to convert finners. * . 

At anotlier time, the. difciples of John coming) to '4* 
Jefus in forpewh^t of the fa^ne fpirit, a$ if he were^ 
not fufEciently ftrifl: in outward obfervances, aflced,^ 
Whence it was, that they, and tl^e difciples of the .'»2c 
Pharifees, vere enjoined great atiflerities ; ..Mhilej 
among his difciples^, they, obferved nothing of tba«| 
kind praftifed ? jjleftis informed them, by an^aliufion i$»i6 f?. 
to the cerenioiji^s,,cf .a marriage, that his.^dif^ipl^^ 
Were yet only In a ftite cf probatidhi -r: that thejf .jij;^ 

''•■r ,, ., . ' -: • ^: •. '• • 1 

13. Hof. VI. 6. 

16. It is (sadiu^-the t^xV i^t *tMch ir^puHn tirjiffir vpf'fdtnt 
from the garmtni, and the rent is made ^worfe. Now if the old clolK 
figmfies oU.'i^figwIfJet, .*od tht nd^'cl^th 'fi^ffie/ir^^"feli|fc.n, 
llwjiiak^aoei^ilioldH^^fd^ t^^ttfofr* i^Kgbn remote?. ©urdl J 
prejudices, the better it will be. But the under p^art^ 'of dtir 8jI- 
iriour'^ fiarabttKfliHfcnMrfitfMUyt^f^ |]«^cHtfciT^. StU it liot'i on 
Mat. xiii. 44, - .'^' v/. ;./ .J > . ,*i km; '' ul 

tk«B .^mr.jiit ^fkitivtmicleiitheni ba^s.r wWrft' Were ncft v^r^ 
Mmg^liiiid Vfc«i»I<f'wyibj)ik^pi^t^ icimtaki winr, ^ a fwti 
rf fcrm€ntation,n«.i*jw ^ub' '>f'i4il *.ii> b *u ^t^ ^ ; j ♦ /v »m; . '<»» 

^♦. l:.':'...f.i of- 
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4f fuffermg • and aufterity fliould foon arrive -«-» but 

Azt the ftrid doftrinee he taught, could not be yet 

properly ingrafted on the old habits and prejudices^ 

nrhieh th^y ftili retained^ 
1 8. - 'While Jefus was^thus difcourfittg with the difciplear 

of Jehn, a ruler of the fynagogue came into the 

rooiUi and) kneeling down before Mm, faid, he was 
<■ ^nvinced, from his ntiiratles, of the greatnefs of his 

power ; and was come to implore bis affiftance : My 

tiaughter, added he, is now dead ; but I am per- 
Mg. fiiaded that you tan raife her again to life. On this,^ 

JeAis and his diiciples, leaving the company, tirent 

with him. 
ii; Oh their way, a woman, who had been twelve 

' years abided with a flux of blood, and wiflied for 

a fecret cure, taking advantage of the Cfowd about 
«*• JefuS) privately touched his garment ; perfuaded^ 
as. irbm "what fhe had feen of his power, that fhe needed 

ftothing farther 16 heal her diforden Jefus, not wil- 
^ * ' Klig that fuch zt inftance of faith ihould pafs unob- 

ferved, turning round, told her, that her cure^^as the 

Reward of her faith. 
tu Jefus, by this time, approaching the ruler's hpufe^ 

found the people in great afiii£tion, and fmging la- 

» 

I 
I . * I • 

x8. In every village, where there was a fynagaguc, ten men 
were conilantly oblige4 to atteod public w<irAip i w wiKym ihret 
were called rulers. . . 

,20. She wafhed for a fecriet .«arr, as .hor dt&nkc was m kgal 
tincfeanneis. See Lcvit. xv. 19. , - 

.ji),. On «a report, iays Jofephus* that I waa ini, in)r friftida 
oired iininarcls (avXiiT«$} to lead the lateeatations : and Matm^ 
^fdesteU us, that the pooreft.Iiraelite wouU aft»rd» it the burial 
•^ his wife/ two pipes, and one lameDtiog woman. . .'^ 

l,^ mentatioBS 
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tt^latl^ns over the decealed^ according to the cuf- 
torn c^ the country. On this, gently xfepreiSng their 24. 
forrow, he told them they fhould fee only the com- 
mon efFeds of deep. At firft, they w^^ incU^ed to 25* 
deride him } but they foon faw the young, ^on^am 
delivered in perfe£); health into the hands of her pa* 
rents ; and joined the whole country in thieiit aftonilh- 26. 
ment at fo great a miracle. 



27« 



As he left the ruler's houfe, two blind men, pro- 
bably waiting for him, iiftreated his commpaffion. 
Jefus, at all times inculcatipg Ae tteceffity of feith, ^g 
aiked them. Whether they firmly believed he was 
able to do what they defired ? And putting their cure 
oil this iffue, he reftored them both to fight.—;— 
His injunction, however, to ' keep the matter fe» 
cret, was but ill obferred by their, overflowing grar 
titude. 

About the fame time, he healed a dumb roan pof- -2.33-14. 
iefled with an evil fpirit. The fimplicity of the com* 
mon people immediately acknowledged the power of 
God : but . the pride of the Pharifees attributed the 
tniracle to a confederacy with devils. 



30.31. 



24. Our .Saviour, in this pafTage, feems to allude to th^ tri« 

umph of Chriftianity over the grave, by calling iteaih^ Jieef. 

'He fpoke the fame language in the cafe of Lazarus. His difci- 

ples, after him, adopted the idea, of which we have matiy in- 

ftanccs ; tbey who Jleep in Jefus — tnany tmong you'Jleep — the Jirft 

fruits of them thai Jl^p Sec. The ancient Chriftians^ |kill improving 

on this idea, ufed to call a church- yard, rwfim^w^ zJUefing place, 

J Hence the word Cemetery. 

Vol. I. .. D Thut 



34 ST. MATTHEW., 

$S' Thus Jefus travelled thmugh the coutttiy, preach* 

ing the gofpnel, and confirming the truth of it by 
miracles* 

56.- <}reat was the dilpodtion of the common people to 
bear him. Wherever he went, they gathered round 
him in mukitudes. Jefus, obferving thi$» and know* 
ing what bliiid guides they had to follow, bad his dif- 
37. 38. ciples pray to God to enable them, and all other mi- 
nifters of the gofpel, to difcharge their duty faithfully 
in inftrxi£ting the people. 

.0 

' * ' - ■ 

Soon after this, Xefi;is, calling his twelve apoilles 
together (whofe names were Peter, Andrew, James, 
1.2.3.4.5. John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, 
James the lefs, Thaddeus or Jude, Simon- the Ga- 
naanite, and Judas- Ifcariot), gave them power to 
work miracles; and,, fending them out to preach, 
thus intruded them. 
.6. Go not, faid he, among the Gentiles, and Sama- 

ritans j but confine your miniftry at prefent to the 
7. Jews. Explain the nature of the gofpel to them ; 
8* and confirm your dodrine by miracles. Sxercife 

liberally 




'3 • Very ^ood rcs^ons are given for fuppoiing Bartholomew to 
foeNathanief (fee Staahope'a £p« and Gofp. Vol. IV.). Thomss 
fignifies a twin ; fo does Didymus. Jude is called Lebbeus^ pro- 
bably from Lebba, a town in PalefUne. 

' 4. Suppofed rather the Canite from Cana 10 Galilee. — Other« 
fuppofe from a Hebrew word» which iignifies ttealous, 

8. The ancient Chriftians. in their apologies, &c. lay great 

ftrefs on Chrifl's eommilliomtt^ others to perform the works which 

|he performed himfclf. This^ they faidi (hewed 1 diYioc power, 

which 
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liberally* the divine JJower I give you; Preelj con> 
raunicate, what you fo freely receive. And be not 9. i<i^ 
folicilous about making provifion for your journey. 
Travel in your brdinary manner ; and trufl in prbvi-: 
dence for your fupport. The workman is worthy 
of his hiret Find out, in every town, the beft dif- 11. ft* 
pofed pec^le^ and with them remain* Blefs the ij* 
houfe you enter, and if your bleffing find no accept 
tance there, it ^ill at lead return upon yourfelves. 
Such places as receive ypu nof^ mud be left to the i^i^ 
judgment of God. They have had an offer of faU ts# 
vatioo, which Sodom and Gomorrha never had ; 

and touft therefore expect a feverer queftion. ^ 

But, Be aflfured, the oppofition you fhall meet, will i6. 
be very great. Your harmlefs lives are ill oppofed 
to the wickednefs of the world. Ufe pnulent cau* 17. 18.19. 

tion^ 



which no prophet ever (hewed, or magician pretended to fhew. 
Among the miracles, ratfing the dtad^ is one. But this is omitted 
by the bther evangeiilU ; and by St. Mstthew alfo in fome very 
ancient MSS. 

10. Neither a coat, nor a ftafF is forbidden ; only more than 
x)ne of each -* that is, the difctples are forbidden to take any thing 
fupcrfluons. Thus this paflage accords with Mark vi. 8. 

13. Let your peace,' i'he imperative here is put for the future. 
And in many paflages, imperatives may be confidered as propbe* 
tic cxpreflioiis. 

14. The paflage in the original, ^a/f off the Juft of your fett^ is 
well iiluflratcd by a Jewifli cullom. The Jews were fo attached 
to their own land, which they thought the only feat of hoiiiiefs ; 
that when they rcttirncd into it from any heathen country, they 
iifcd to (hake the duft from their feet, that they might not poU 
lute the holy foil. The expreflioa therefore in the ofigitial, which 
alludes to this cuftom, carries with it, I (hould fuppofe, no idea of 
a curfe; but only fig nifies, that they, who rejedled the gofpel, 

J/rerc to be conAdered among the heathen. 

1 7 The -text fays, they will fcourge ytu In the fynagoguet. The 
Jewifb fynagogue was not only a place of worfliip, but a court of 

D ^ juftice; 
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sa tion, therefore; an4 no^xrifhftandiQg all, ^o^ fiialt 
often be obliged to beaa* tefticKiony to the truth at; 
the hazfird of your Uir$$« You (hajl' be puniflied ; 
* and brought bisfore the rulers of the earth .: \fVit m 
thefe cafes,' meditate Hot y^h^t anfwer ypu fliali 
»v la. make. The fpirit of God. (hall direft ypu. Only 
fettle it in yourmmda^ that this oppofitioa (hqll be 
very great : for the pi^judi^ of mankind will be 
fupei-ior to all the afie£tions of nature. Brother 
(hall league againftbrother, and father againfl: child. 
. ' Be not however difcouraged ; but confider the great 
end of all your labours ; vrhich perfeverance Aall cer-* 
^3* tainly obtain. -— — Notwithflanding however I encou- 
rage you to bear perfecujdoa with fortitude, I mean 
not that you ihould invite it. From one city, re^ 
treat to aacther ; and yet. the gofpel fhall hardly- be 
preached through all the cities of Ifrael, before the 
deftru&ion of the Jewifh nation (ball take place. ■■■ 
24. 25. You muft not then expeft better treatment than I 
have experienced before you. I (hall bejtr the re- 
proaches of the world firfl: ; and it mud be your 
26. 27. comfort to follow my example. Be not therefore dif- 
couraged from preaching publicly the (lo£lrinea I 
28* have committed to your charge. A time will come. 



juflice ; where, as in our courts of jufttce, fmalicr pufifflimeiitB 
were fometimes infii6ted ; fee Luke xii. 1 1. A^s x]fH. 19- 

27. Thai preach y< on the houft tops', fays the text. . The win- 
dows of an eaftern houfe being fecured, and fhut up by treUift 
work ; .the inhabitants, when they wi/hed 'to fee anv thing in the 
ftreet> or to fay any thing to the people btrlow> ufed to go to the 
top of the houlf, which was commonly a Urrdce with a low pa* 
-rapct. ' . 

when 
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tyhen the uprightness of youf hearts will be made 
manifeft, *And fear n6t thofe, whofe utmoft malice 
can touch oniy the body ; but fear him^^ whofe power 29.30.31. 
reaches the foul — whofe Providence extends to the * 
fmalled parts of his creation ; and will certainly 
therefore make his chofen fervants the 6bjeft of hfe 
care. — Confider therefore the pei*fecuti6nfe you 4in-' 3*v3P 
dergo, as a teft of your reRgion. Thofe only are my 
faithful difciples, who, amidft the reproaches and 
ill ufage of the world, dare confefs me, and main- 
lain their profeffion, I repeat it to you, that the 3v35»3S« 
oppofition between the gofpel and the world fliall 
be very gi*eat ; and you muft expeft to fee enmity 
even among the members of the fame family. — 37. 38. 
This too will be a teft of men's fidelity to me. He 
who loves his earthly connexions, more than he does 
me, is no mbre a difciple of the gofpel j than he, 
who (brinks from perfecution. That man alone, in • 39»» 



29. Are not ttvo fparroivs^ fays our Saviour, fold for a farthing ? 
nHading probably to the fparrows, and other fmall birds, which 
were fold in the temple courts, for the purpofc of fticrifice. See 
Levit. xiv. 49. . The farthing, was the Roman as^ or the tenth 
part of the denarius^ about three farthings of our money. One 
farthing might buy two fparrows, * and two farthings five. See 
liuke xii. 6. 

34* Thinh not that I am come to fend peace on earth ; I am nof 
€ome to fend peace^ hut a fwrd. The effeS of Chrift's coming is 
liere exprefled, not the defign of it. 

38. There is fome thing iiogiflar in the expreillon in the origi- 
nal, take up his crofs. Why crofs ? Nobody had yet anv idea of a 
crucifixion. But the cafe feenos to be this. Jefus intended foon t6 
^o to Jerufalemi wher^ he was to fuffer death. His mind, no 
doubt, was full of thisevent^ which he forefaw in all its circum* 
fiances. The word crofi therefore, in this place^ may be called ;i 
^ophetU metaphor^ He repeats it Matt, xvi, 24. 

D 3 reality 
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40.41.42. reality faves hb Kfe>: who faves it to eternity. — Witfe 
thefe inftru^ofis I feiljd ypu to preach th? gofpel ; 
and fhall confider tbc^e, who Teceive yoii, a$ f epeiying 
me; and as giying fuch an evidence of their re* 
gard for Jtbe gofpel itfelf, ^ caiuiqt f^ij to prpcur^ 
them its rewards^ 

^ ^f" ^' Jefus, thus difiniffing his difciples, went hii^felf to 

V ■■^■1/ preach among the to^os in t^e neigfibpqrhpo^. 

I. . * 

?' About t^is time, John the Baptifl:, yrhp wa$ ftill 

in prifon, having probably long obferyed a jealoufy 

fubfifting among his : fpilowers 9gainft Jefus, and 

being defirpus of r^mpyjng ic now at the ciof^ of hi§ 

life ; and of giving them thofe exalted notions of th^ 

3* Mefliah, which he himfelf entertained, fen( two of 

them to . Jefus tq inquires wh^the^r h^ Y^r^ the real 

MefHah; pr whether fome other wa$ to be dill ex- 

4f 5* peded ? J/..,. J^us, inOi^ad of anfwering John's di(- 

ciples direftly, performed many miracles before their 

eyes ; and bad them tell John what they had feen : 

& adding by way of gentle rebuke to t|ie inouiri^, that 

they 



41. The doftrine of this verfe plainly »» that al! our eood works 
ihould be done, for the fake of Qod, i^nd Chrift. This it doing 
every thing far tie giory of God* ' 

3. See M^tt. IX. 14. and Luke tii. 18. 

. <• The ipiraq^es performed were nearly thofe mentioned in 
Ifaiah (xxxv. c. ^.); fo that our Saviour's anfwer was an appeal to 
fropbicyi as well as mracUs^ 

6. Some explain this jp^aflage, p if John^ who had now fini(hed 
his miniftry, (ent liis two dilciulcs to Jefus by way of obtaining a 
Ibrt of authoritative, or official proof, if I may 10 ca|l it, of hit 
1>eing the Meffiah. — - I (hould think this a good interpretation, if 
the uzth verfe did not rather feem to peint at' the inercdulit^ of the 

difciples* 
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difcipkt. OthcrSy though I think without mach ground, imagine 
from the (ixth and eleventh yerfes, that John, who might fuppofe 
Jcfus would have delivered him from Herod> and was worn out by 
a long impri&nmenCy had himfelf b^gun Xo doubt. • • • 

14. Malachi iv.5. i% t)}e prophecy hcr^e all|ide4 tp» on ^K^hich 
t^e Jews laid great ilxcL ; and it was one of the J^v^i^ reafons for 
Tgc&ng Jcfut/ that Elyah fiad not appeared. 

D 4 In 
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they who took offence la the midd of ,fuch manifeft 
means of convi£tion^ lod fight of th^ir real intereft. 

After they were gone, Jefus thu& ^oke to the 7- ^• 
people about John. . It was not» faid he* a trifling 
matter, or the expedation of feeing any worldly 
pomp, or parade, that carried fuch numbers of you 
into the defolate regions of the wildemefs- You ex- 9- f ^* 
pefted to fee a prophet } and indeed you faw one of :. .. 
the greated that ever appeared — one who was himfelf » '• 
the fubjed of prophecy — the predicted forerunner 
of the Meffiah. His office, as preparing the way 
for the gofpel, gave him a fuperiority to all the pro- 
phets of the law j and y^t it is inferior to the office 
of thofe teachers, who are immediately engaged in 
propagating the gofpel itfelf. From the day$of John, 12. 
the gofpel is offered not only to the Jews; but to all 
nations ; and they, who were efteemed the molt 
unworthy, fhall be found to accept it with the great- .; 
eft eagemefs. Till his time the prophecies were unr 'j M 
fulfilled. John pointed them to their proper objed ; 
and is that holy perfon, who, in the power and fpirit 
of Elijah, was predifted to precede the Meffiah. — -7 15. 
This great truth Jefus particularly recomrpended to 
tl^eir fef ious attention. 
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|6. 17. In the mean time (added Jefus) the Jewifh nation is 

ftrangely perverfe. Every method of calling them to 

repentance, is rendered ineffeftual by their obftinacy.- 

i8. John's aufterity hath been called madnefs : and my 

19. behaviour, which is more open, and urireferved* 

hath been treated as diforderly. But wifdoiii, in the 

20,21.2a. end, will vindicate itfelf, Here Jefus took an op- 

****** portunity to exemplify what he had faid, by mention-* 
ing fome of thofe cities, in whkh he had chiefly per^ 
formed his miracles. If thofe works, faid he, which 
I wrote in Chora^en and BetlMaida, had been per- 
formed in Tyre and Sidoti, they would, long ago, 
have repented. ■ Or, if Sodom had feen the mi-. 
racles which Capernaum fiW, it might have exiftec( 
to this day. ■ At the laft judgment therefore thefe 
cities of' Ifrtiel ihall experience a much feverer treat-s 
ment, than thofe of the heathen. ' 
>5t a6. Then Jefus breaking out into a prayer, thanked 
God that the gofpel, though undifcoverable by worldly 
wifdom, and - inacceffible to worldly tempos, was 
open to all thofe humble, finqere, and gentle fpirits, 
a?- who wiQied to receive it. Your, heavenly father,, 
(faid he, turning to the peoplfe,) who formed this great 
fcheme for the falvation of meii, hath intruded the 
execution of it to me. No man therefore can 



37. The original wordsy no man knoweik' the Sgn^ hut the Fatitr. 
certainly (hews greai myftenoufnels itr the hatbre and oSc6 pt 
Chrift ; and flioiuid check much of th^ impertinence of hnman ex- 
{diQ^tioo. 

underftand 
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underftand this divine revelation ; but through utei 
Come then to me, all you who labour bnder ^the 28.19 jo* 
burden of 'fin, or of unavailing rites y and I will give 
you reft. That lowlinefs of heart, which I teach, 
will eafe you of many diftreffes.* Take therefore my 
yoke upon you j you will- find it eafy ; and my bur- 
den light. ^ ^ 

Soon after this, a remarkable inftance happened of C H A.P, 
that malice which Jefus had juft been defcribing. --^^-«- . *' ^ 
He was walking through a corn-field; with his di{^ i. 
ciples J who being hungry, rubbed out, and eati 
fome of the ears of com. This the Pharifees ob- ?• 

fer^ing, were greatly offended — nc^ becaufe th^ dit 

• . . . 

ciples had taken what belonged to another ; for they 
had done only 'wliat the law allowed-^* but bec'aufe 
they had broken the fabbath ; ' dn whith* day 'the 
thing happened. T—-^ Jefus reminded them bf the 3.4.5. 
cafe OT David, and the ihew-bread ;' and likewife '' 61 
the neceffary miniftration of the -prlefts iii the terfiple 
on the fabbath. . Btfides, he told th%m, tWat his dif- e.j.S^ 
ciples at leaft wer^ Wamelefs, as iCtlilg 'under hi's-ali- 



•■I*! 



a. Deut. x^iiL 25. . if, 1 Sam. xxi. 6. 5 . Numb. xxviiL 9. 

17. Our Savigur, by pltkin^ the objervance of ihe fabbath among 
the fvorkt of the law, is thought by fome learned men to confider 
the fabbath as » Moraic^Mftitution. Burit^fs more generally con- 
ceived> from its being fandiified at the creation ; and (Irongly 
alluded to in the patriarchal hiftory, that it was earlier than the 
law.— -The determination, however, is of little confequence to 
Chfidians ; for all agree, that the fabbath lays a divine obligation 
on them,.— / wiil have mercy ^ and not facrlfice. It is agreeable to. 
the genius of the Hebrew language, when one thing is forbidden, 
and another commanded, to mean only that the latter is to be pre- 
ferred. See inftances in Jod 11,13. Matt, vi/rp, 20. Luke 
Xii. 4^.5. JohATi.^7. ^ * 

thority 
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thority, >vhich might difpenfe Mriththe &bbatb} add- 
ingj that they would have been lefs forward in thenr 
reproof, if they had underftood the meaning of the 
exprefSon, J will have mercy ^ and not facrifice : that 
]$9 God lays the ftrefs, rather on adx of piety, and 
charity, than on forms, and ceremonies^ 

f. »o. XI* Not long after, on a fimilar occafion, the Pha- 

rifees (hewed an inftance of the fame temper. Jefus 

was teaching on the fabbath in a fynagogue, where 

was a man with a withered hand. The Pharifees 

obferving he was about to heal him, a&ed, with -a 

malicious intention, whether .it were lawful to do a 

work of that kind on the fabbath? Is there on^ 

among you, repued Jefus, fo ilrid, as not to reUeve 

»»• hi? beaft.from a pit on the fabbath ? And is it not 

equally allowable, to relieve a man in his diftrefs ? 

^i^ Then turning to the cripple, be. bade him ftretch out 

"•4« his hand, which was inftantly reftored. — — The 

Pharifees, vexed and difappointed^ and not daring to 

. attack him, openly becaufe of the people, endeavoured 

in private to contrive his de(trudion« 

^5* " Mus in the mean time, knowing their malice, 
retired to another place; and great muldtudes fol- 
lowing him, he healed their fick ; but ordered them 

t^ not to make him know9 i thus fulfilling the pro- 
phecy 



♦J 



x6* One thing in our blefled Savjoar^s condu^ feems^vcry 
tvldent, though not enough perhaps tajsen notice of; that |n many 
of his adionsi he feems to have intendejd merely to fet an example to 
0iierjs when obvloufly tbofe adiops appear to fcrmiiu^c «f bimfelf* 

' Thut 
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|)hecy of Ifaiah, which pointed out; the (pitetnefi as ti* 
well as mercy^ which accompanied all his adions. 

fiehold my fervant wiiom I have chofen ;* my beloved^ »8. 
in whom my fml is well pleafed j J vnllpour my/pirit 
^pon bim^ . and hejbfdl 9pen the knowledge rf truth to the 

Qentiles* Quietus ^a^d p^ace Jball t^iarJ^ his paths : 19, 

beJhaU raife the fallen and affliifed^ till truth qt length sq, 

Jball ^niverf ally triumph ; an^d al( tife Gpitile^ Jb^ill truji 2 u 
in his Tfamf* ;- ,- , 

Some time after, Jefn? again dfew qn himfelf the «, 
inalice of the Pharifees, on the following occafion* 
He had heated^ a blind and dumb man, who had 
atfp been poflfeflfed with an"'"€vil "fpirit. This mira- a j, 
isleh^ been much celebirati^d { and the people 
fcrupled not. eVery where, to declare him to be the 
Meflliah. Th^Chariiees. hearing of it, came from H* 
j^^|alem (o (}uiet tlfef(^ rumours, by inltilliog into 
the people, that Jefus caft out devils by means of a 
ponfed^rapy. with them* Jefus ai(]^ed them^ How 25.26.s7* 

. > . they 
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*rhu8 when he ord^cd thofe» on whoni he wrought miracles, to 
Conceal the matter | Ij^ prqbal>ly meant only a IcfTon of humility. 
And in tfic prefeht tafc. whenTie retiVcd from the {^harifces, and 
'wiflied to conceal himiinf irom theni,' lie meant' it only perhaps 
as a leflbn of prudence/ He might hav^ availed himfelf of his 
divine power^ and sit any time have eluded them by a niiracle: 
but this' would havelKCii no lelFon t3 his followers. See a note oa 
Matt. V111. 4. 

17. Ifaiah xlii. I. . 

26. Flax' was u/<kl by the Jews in 4amps. Smoaiing j^dx therC' 
fore is equivalent .to an expiring lamt; and copveys the fapie idea 
lis a hruifed reed.-^ ^ill he fent forth judgmaU unto viSorv, u c. till 
he cftafiUnihts religion.; V ' ' '' 
' .24. Sefe'Markiii.^a. 

• 27. Th 18 Is a difficult paffage. It feems to appear not only 
from Jofephutf and tither Jcwilh wtitersi but alfo Irom the fcrip* 

tures 
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they tl^bu^lit *if poffible for the devil to leagui 

ag^idft himfetf ? BeYides, faid he, if I caft out devt^ 

through a eombiriatioti with oevils, through whom 

do your Friends caft them out ? If you do not fup- 

pofe • iheni' to make Rich a confederacy ; furely you 

carry your malice againft me to a very unreafdnabte 

f^. lenglh by' fuppofing me. to do fo. If then you are 

forced to allow, that I caft out'devife by the j>ower of 

God ; you muft alfo allow, that the religion I teach, 

>9* comes from God, I have plaii^y ihewn you, that I 

3^' am ftronger than the devi), by difpofl[efl3pg him. As 

our aims therefore arcr wholly different, ypu may 

*• . • '* . • J . ., . i ) it T, 

tares th'emfelres/ that tho-Jews ufcd fometimH to caft ootdevib 
by cxorcifqd. If they did it by the power, gf.Oofl, their xniracUrf 
feem to depreciate thofe of our Saviour. ■^— ^'But I fuppolie the 
celd io be thijr . Thefe'eas^srcifms wete. fiinibr to the.anci^aK 
oracles; and were a fort p/ juggle, or confederacy^, bcLt ween fl|efi 
and evrl Tpirits, which,* before 'Chnftianity*, we haVe much r(!afih 
to believe vras the cafe« Aothe fame timel astht Del^bic prief^ 
pretended to 6)v'we authority; fo alfo did -the Jewifh cxorcift. 
Our Saviour therefore, wdl Jcnbwing that thfe'Pharited would nc» 
ver allow the exorcift to derive his power from evil fpirits^ de« 
£re8 only that the fame fuppoiition may be made for him. — .» It 
h probirbit alfe; that ou r »jv i uu i *» dr fpofl e fl i uii of an-cril fpirit, 
and an e^u>i;9iil's, might dii^^r in this, thaC| {n. ^he former cafe, t^ 
evil fpif its 4C0uld never retfirn ; fqe-Mark ix. 2J. In the latter 
the cure might be teinporsir^. , .. ■ i Others again are of opinionj 
that the Jewifh exorcifm way. ti^f rely a juMhf^g attempt. We find;^ 
in fa£l, .that at leaft it fjpn^'tiDQes failed,' as jh/the cafe of Sceva's 
fons. (A^s xix. 13 )., And it feem s probable, that if the exorciils 
could have adled by their own power, they would .have made no 
attempts in the name ofChrift; as we find they did. The excellent 
Antoninus fays exprefsly, that he had learned to defpife all /9rcerert\ 
pnd tbeir^ charms y und their power rof expeWmg, dernans. See hia 
Meditat. .3. 

29. This verfe, I thinks^ inay be fairly u/ed as an argument 
figainil thofc who do not aUow thefe to be real poflVffions. 

30. The more obvious meaning of this verfe, is, tha^ in 
Qhrt/Ts kingdom iherp is no medit^m : *we muft either li ihf fu^^^if 

or tie enemies of iV. But this fcttfe doea Dot fo cafily COOACd with 

judge 
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jadge what mine is, by. its oppofition. to his. Smce 3>:l^- 
therefore the dime authority^ by wh^ch I a£^, is fa 
fully apparent^ he who through . malice afcribes thele 
wor^s to the devil^ . can have no ftrong^r means of 
convidion*. . He caimot be nK>re hardened ; and 
therefore this is the mo(l difEcult of all fms to be. 
waihed away by repenl;ancey and pardon. Mbke 33« 34* 
then the tree.good^ if you exped to havathe fruit fo. 
Redify your hearts. The. tree, and its fruits, do not , 
more agree, than a man's heart, and his converfation* 
Th^ good hestrt as natur^y throws out virtuous fenti- 3;* 
ment, as the bad fpe does profanenefs, and blaf- 
phemy. Axxd be well aSured, that your wicked words 36. 37. 
ihall be called into quelUon, at th^ laft judgment, with 
the fame ftjridne^,* as jQur wicked adions. 

While Jefus.was thus fpeaking, fome of the Pharifeea 3S. 
defired'he would -{hew them a fign from heaven, as a 
proof of his divine authority. 



i' 






3,1 . Wc cannot well fyppofe, confidering the whole tenor of 
th« gofpely that there can be any Jin w,hich on repentance may 
not be forgiven. This therefore feems only a ftrong way of ex- 
prefling the difficulty of fuch repeatance ; and the impofilbility of 
forgivenefs without it. Such an exprcflion occurs Matt xix. 24* 
// is eqfier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle ^ than for a 
rich 'man teenier the'itngdom of heaven; that is, it is very difficult. 
That the Pharifees wtre flot beyond the reach of forgivenefs on 
their repentance, feems U> be plain from vcr. xli. where the rc- 
pentsince of the xocn <>[ Nineveh k held out to tUem for an ex- 
ample. ; 

' }6. The word ufyw (an working) fignifics nvickedt according to 
the Jewifti idiom. ' 

',' 38. The expedlation of the fign, which the Jews required, wai 
'fbu'ilded principally on Dan. yii. 13. in which the Son of man ia 

mentioned, aa coming on the clouds of heaven ; and reducing all 
'iiattotis onder hil dominion. 

Yo« 
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S9. You have had a fuffideiicy' ^f figns*alre^9 fidd 

40. lefus, to Convince you. Ko farther ngn Ihall be 
given you, except that of the ptbphec Jonas. As 
Jbiias was reftored to light, after- he had been three 
days in the whalers belly ; fo fhall the fon of man be 

41^ raifed, after remaining three days in the grave. But? 

* - as Jonas is a type^ let the ihen of Kiiieveh be an eX" 

ample to you. They repented at the' preachiiig of 

Jonas, who performed no miracle amon^ them : but 

you turn a deaf ear to one who teathis^'you under 

4«. the manifeft authority oi Gtii: The (jween of Sheba 
took a long journey to h^ar'the wifdom of Solo- 
mon ; while you rejed th6^ voice of heavenly wif- 
43.44.45. dom itfelf, which evA cries in your ftreets.' — Whea 
an evil fpirit, having been cad out of a man, re- 
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40. Here Jefus prcdifls his refurredion, which was the lad 
and greattft fign he meant to give : and on which his apoftle& 
always, in their preaching, laid the greateft ftrefs. To the-Plia> 
rifees, it would not only be a great iign in itfelf ; but would ftill 
be a greater fign, from kt having been predicted The yrpn* 
derful circumftance too of Jonah's cafe, from its being thus a type 
of a great event, would appear in a new light. If an event fo 
wonderful as the refurre^ion of Chrid was predi£^ed by any type» 
or figP; it could only be predified by one, which was itfelf alfo of 
a wonderful nature. 

42. Queen of Sheba or Saha^ in Arabia FeUx, which lies fouth 
of Judca. This country being bounded by the fea> is callol the 
lUtermqfi.pari of the earth. ^ 

4;. He walieth tbrm^h dry places^ fays the text: it (hould be, 
it fvalieth through dry placet (defert places); that is, the evil fpirit 

^walkcth, not the man. *——- One interpretation of this pafia^ is* 
that the Jews, who were once the favourite people of God, ^sk^ 
had had the evil fpirit as it were, driven out of them by the law 
of Mofes ; had now become more impenitent* and more harc(en<^ 
than the Gentiles themfelves. -— ^ Others interpret it of the fpIiiLt 

' of perfecution^ which, beginning ia our Saviour's Uinc» broke out 
afterwards with greater violeoce* 

•* " turns 
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tarns to hkn again, accompanied with other e^ 
^irits; the lad fiate of that man becomes worfe- 
than the firft. Such is the cafe of this wicked gene* 
ration. 

A6 Jefus was thus difcourfing with the Phaiifees, 4^;^4^7* 
his mother, and others of his relations, defiled to. 
fpeak with him. Jefus taking this opportunity, as 
he did all others^ df giving his hearers an inftrudive 
leffon, faid, Thefe, indeed, are my natural relations }* 
but 1 confider thofe chiefly as my relations, who do> 
the witi of God, and have a fpiritual, rather than aa 
eaithly connexion with me. ' 

Soon after, as Jefus was teaching the people by c H A P. 
the fide of the lake, he found the crowd gathering , ^^^^' ^ 
round him. He therefore got into a boat, and puih* i . 2. 
ing 4 little from the fliore, placed himfelf fo as to be 3* 
commodioofly heiird ; and thus delivered inilriidions 
to them under fimilitudes.. • , * 

A huft^oidman, faid he, fowing his grounds,' 4. 
dropped fome of the feeds on the Beaten path; 
where they found no foil; but lay expofed, and Were 
foon piicked up l>y birds. Other feeds fell on rocky) 5* 6* 
ground, juft covered with a flight furface of earth : 
they took root indeed ; but having no depth, when 
the fun grew hot, they withered. Others again fell 7^ 



2. If the fhofc w«rc i^evatcd, as it probably -might be. and 
formed a i^ind of fetnicirevlar bay, the people might range them- 
jfelves round it/ m ra an amphitheatre^ and hear with great ad- 
rantage* • 

among 
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apiQ^g weedS) which fbon. cho9ked zsA .d^rojedi 
9. them. But Aich as fell on good ground, property- 
prepared to receive ^hem, flourifhed, and prodjup^ 
9^ fruit in abundance^ Having delivered this parable 
to jhe people, be recommended to each of th^m the 
p9fti(:ular application of it* ^ 
io» , . H.ere his difciples inquired, why her did zK>t ad* 
(^d& bimfelf more plainly to the pepple ; ^nd inti* 
tjiated, that the parable was not fufficiently p^a^, 
ey^n jto them. 

11. Tp ypu, anfwered Jefus, I can explain the myf- 
teries of the gofpel with great opennefs ; to them I 

12. cannot. Your fincerity enables you to receive more 
and more in(lrii£i:ion : while their blindnefs, Igno* 
ranee, and hardnefs of heart, fhut them out fro0i> thajt 

13. knowledge which they might otherwifis recd>^« I 
apply to them, therefore, in parablt^^ that they jpfiay 
be, as it were, their own inftrudors ' i ■■ " that th^y 
may fee, without perceiving. that they fee— ^ and bear, 

i4.:i5. v^ithout knowing that fhey : bean For, a& the pro* 

phjet Ifaiah fays of them. They : have hardened, theii: 

hearts ; they have (hut thei/ ears^ :and clofed their 

- ., eyes ; fo as to prev«xt as much a^ they can, my 



13. Another fenfe of this paflVrge tnay be> that if the go/pel had 
been preached plainly to them, they could not have underftood it. It 
follows, therefore, that ft was better to preach it in parables; 
which might afterwards be a convincing proof, both to them and 
others, when they came to underdand it more clearly. 

15. This quotation, which our Saviour .makes from liaiah, ap- 
pears at fight, as if God hardened the hearts of men^ on purpofe 
to prevent their converQon ; but it is common fo^; God to fpeak 
by his prophets, of events^ that would fall out» in a manner as if 
he had injoined them. See Bp. Lowth's note on If. ti. 9. 

drawiog 
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drawing tbeoi to rq>eQitance. But ypvar dtfyofitiom i6. 17. 
are of a dftfiereoiC kind : th^efore ycfu are b}efled M^th 
a revdalaon of tfaofe things, n^ch patriarchs and pro- 
phets have defired in v^n to fee a^nd hear* 

With regard to the par^ibJle of the fower, continued *'• '9* 
Jefus, the beaten path repirefents thofe, whofe hard, 
iB^>enitent he^ts would not jfuffer the word to enter. 
The Aiallow foil fpread oyer a rock, holds out fuch, 20. 21. 
as, on hearing the truth, receive it eagerly, and feem 
in earaeft ; but, perfecution arifing, like a fcorcbing 
fim, tJ^ey &I1 away. Again, the weedy groui^d re- tu 
prdems thofe, who endeavour to accommodate their 
ttUgiqn to the world : but the pleafur^ ^nd cares of 
\tfe gww»Uy prevail, ajid choke <he better part» 
LaMff :(he good foil is an ecpbkjn of thofe, in whom 23* 
the gofpel takea firm rooting; and, having no ob* 
ftru&ion', gives a copious produce. 

Jefus fiiU continuing bis difcourfe to the people, 24. 
iUuftrated the future ilate of the gofpel under the 
following fimililtfde. ! — r- A bufbandman, £iid he» 25. 
fowed good feed in his field ; among which bis enep 






23. The wicked Uves of Chrifliant are fometimes urged as an 
argument againft Cbriftianity ; but fo unjuftly, that^ in fa6i« 
the Kicked lives of .Chiifliaiu are an argument of irx7rif/^. Here 
is a parable, defcribing the future times of the gofpel, (which 
may therefore be coniidered as prophetic, ) from which it feemt 
to appear^ (though the underparts of a parable (hould not be in« 
terprcted too closely) that three parts out of four of mankind will 
rejedi its falutary influence. 

24. St. Matthew reprefents the difciples as breaking in upcm 
our Saviour's difcourfe to the people y which he probably does 
with a view of placing the parable and the explanation of it toge* 
ther. But we find from St. Markj that J^u$ was ahtic when the 
lUCciples aflced the cxpUnation* 

. jToL. L £ fay 
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^^' my fcatteired cares (n the night. 7he inifchief -^ai 
firft was unperceired ; but the: corn no fooner grew. 

27- 28. t]p, than the tares appealed alfo. The fervanbi of the 

29.30. hufbandmanwiflied them to be weeded out. Bathe 
forbad it ; faying, Let them aloiie at prefOTt^i' Let 
all be reaped together at harvdft ; and I willthetl ordbi* 
the reapers to bind the tares and the com- in feparate 
bundles— the one to be burned, tbe^oth^ to be laid 
tip in my granary. < 

31.32. . in another parable, Jefus iliuftratied the progrefe of 
the Chriftian religion 2 It is like agriiin, faid he, of 
inuftatd-feed, which when fewn, is among the leaft 
of all f^eds} but its growth is -more prodigious than 
th^at of any othtr ; inafmU'ch as it becomes a tree^ 
tttid aflfcrds (helter even to the fowls of the dr. » 
33. The fame reprefentation, carried fomewhat farther^ 
Jefus gave under another fimilitude. The gofpel,.faid 
he, is like a fmall portion of leaven, >^hich, being 
cov^ed with a larg^ quantity of meal, is not feen at 
firft ; but beginning . to ferment, by degrees fpreads 
over the whole mafs. 

34. 35, Thus Jefus inftrufted the people, as they were able 
to bear inftruftion; and thus fulfilled the prophecy 
pf the Pfalmift, / will open my mouth in parables ; I 
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32. In eaftern countries this plant grows to an enormous fisc. 

33. This parable may be coaftdered as a kind of prophecy^ 
tliat the gofpel fhould in time ovcrfpread the whole world ; and 
though' parables of this tekture (as we have feveral of a prophetic 
cad) were obfcure at firft ; yet on. their completioni they certainly 
.tend greatly to confirm the gofpel, 

' 34. See Mark iv. 33. 

35. Pf. Ixxviii. 2. * 

II 4I : mil 
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« 

will utter dark faymgs of old. — Then difmiffing the 55* 
. multitude, he retired into a houfe with his difciples, 
; and, at their defire, explained to them the parable of 
.the tares. 

By the fower, he told them, was meant Chrift -^ 37» 
the field was the world — the corn i^eprefented good S^- 
. Chriftians — the tares, finners — the enemy was the 3f • 
devil — the harveftj the end of the world — and the 
.reapers, the angels. As the tares, therefore, were 4o*4»* 
.gathered up and burnt; fo,. at the conclufion of. all 42- 43* 
things, the angels fhould feparate the good from the 
bad } and while thefe fhould be condemned to a place 
of punifhment, thofe fhould be conveyed to regions 
. ef happine&. And let mankind, faid he, feriouily 
. attend to thefe great truths 1 The more they attend 44» 
to tbenr, the more they fiiall find them the fupport of 
^all their, hopes. For the gofpel, added he, is like 
treafure' hid in a field. He that finds it, tranfported 
with joy, fells all he has to purchafe fo valuable % 
pofTeffion. It is like a gem of infinite price, which 45- 4^- 

1 47* 4 

the merchant runs every rifk to pofTefs. And well 49, 50. 
may it be confidered of infinite priee ; for on it de« 



44. In the underparts of oar Saviour's parables, there it 

- femetimes the appearand of an immoral tendency: as In the 

commendation bellowed on the unjuft Jieward. Here it feema 

againft the principles of equity for a man to conceal from the 

pofleifor the unknown value of a field which he had accidentally 

difcoveredy that he might purchafe it himfcif at ao uadci>pric^. 

■ ■ But we want common fenfe only as a Qomqaentator on fuch 

^ fafiages as thefe. Common ienfe fliews us at once, that the 

inftruction \% not meant to be conveyed in any of thefe under parts 

' and trivial circurnfiamcf ; but in the general fcope ov\y ol xht whole 

jarablcj. . 

% % pead 
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- pencl all jroW hdpeis and feirs. It h that gr<?at Mtt 
thrown into the fe^ t^hich tndoTes of eVery Idtad* 
When his dlrawn oh Ihore, a feparation ftali be iftade 
— the good fliall be preferved, tod the reftife de- 
Tlroyed. ^ — Jefus then alked his difcipfe*, if they 
51. 52. liiUy undeiHood the meaning of all he had faid ? Oh 
their anfkrering, they had ; he bad diem lay up thekx 
in theilr memory \vhat they had heard, and imitatis 
the prudent houfe-fablder, who from his ftores pih)- 
dates to his gtlelby accbrding to their feteral condi* 
fions, fuch things as are bed accommodated to 
each. 

ft 

After this, lefus leaving Capernaum, went tt> 
iTaz2ireth ; where, according to his ufual cuftbm, he 
53 -54' 55 • feught in the fynag6gtte, Iftere he was received ifa a 
^ '^^'^ ' mannei" Very diffel-ent from \vhat he might liavfe fex- 
'pe£ted. His countrymen, who had known him from 
Ills youth, iand wefe blihded entirely by his eatrthly 
cohne&ions^ would n6t acknowledge his divine oiS'- 
giiiaK Whence 'h^iti ht obtained, feid they, iifais 
Inlghty wifdom ? We are wtH acquainted witk dl 
his relations, and all the opportunities he hath had : 
we can never, therefore, believe that he can be tHe 
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5;. Hi* Irethren, A)a^ has a more cztenfive fenfe. Sa 
among the Latins j 

Fratcr erat, fraterna pcto 

58. It 18 reafonablc to believe, that our Saviour never per* 
formed a miracle but where he forefaw it might have a good 
effe£i in a rdigioua lfght» etther on the "perfon on whl>'m It was 

gerformed, or on the fpcftators ; thun aaking .oae adi d( lSk€r6f 
jad to aaoiher* 

mighty 



mglMy pe^bn he pret^ads to bp«-fi«-<!<i|f|i|s fpld ik^i 
it was o9ly in his o^n oountry that s^ pKophet yfm f(S(^ 
caved with difbonour : and finding ^ infidelity of , 

the pepple of Nazareth fuqh as cqu|4 nop at prefent 
be wrought Qn» he left them, after perfonning ^ fe^ 
miracles among them. 

By this time the hme of Jefus, having fpread CHAP, 
through every part of Judea, had reached the ears of , 
Herod ; who, under the terrors of a guilty confdence, i. 2. 3. 4. 
declared Jefus could he no other than John the Bap? ^^ 
^ftf whom he had beheaded, ajtid who had arifen from 
the dead. 

This. wicked prince. had long lived in a ft^te of 
meed with Herodias^ his brother Philip's wife ; for 
which John, with a proper freedom, had rebuked 
bim. H^:;od» UMble to bear what appeared to him 
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1. Teiwift^h figniftes n piinoe over a fourth part oT a coimtryw 
7bis Tctr^ch was the jCoq pf Herod the Great \ nriiD was fiio 
(ceded hj his three fons, Arahilaus in Judaoa ; ani Herod and 
t^liiiip 10 tl^jotl^r.partaof his doauflipiis. Thiia TmlitSt h^ni 
fffrodif iripartiti r^taerpf HiA* Ub. 5. cap. 9 -rrBut ftiU there ia 
graat ^JSciUty about that Philips who was Hefodias't fird htt£f 
|>a9dj at JpCeph.us «9^ bim Herod. Dr. Lardner (he«8 (la the 
^ft yo). of hi^ Cff^*) that H^rqd the Great having feverat other 
foDS, by different wives, who continued private perfons» tt waa 
prpbably to oae of them to nyhpm.Hesodias was firft ^arrijed ; ^d 
nis name (as Lardner fliews from other fimilar inftances) ofigbt \^ 
Philip Herod f 

2. 0;i cbmparing Matt, xvu 6. i^^ith Mftrk viii. 15. it appca 
that Herod w.aa a Sa4dHcee ; an4 of courCe, jthat he diftelieycd 
juture ftate. VJt, have i^ere, therefor^, an inftanoe pf (what is H 
very unc^pimon) a libertine's con£cjiea$;e flying in his face in da 
fpite of his priucfples. 

E3 
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fe great an infult, had imprifoned John ; and would 
have put him to death, had he not flood in awe of 
6. 7. 8# the people, who looked upon John as a prophet. It 
happened, however at a folemn feaft, held on He^ 
rod's birth-day, that the daughter of Herodias danced 
before the king and his company, in' a manner fo en* 
gaging to Herod, that he promifed with an oath to 
beftow on her whatever -(he (Hbuld aftr; 3o * invftJng 
an opportunity demanded . cdnfideratioi}. . She sidvifed 
with her mother; who ordered her to aflcthe head 
$,to. II. of John the Baptift. The king, after es^preffing fome 
concern for the neceffiry bis oath had laid upon him; 
complied at length with the requeft. The head wasf 
1>rought, and prefented to the datigfater, who earned 
;i|. it to her mother. After the execution, the difciples 
of John were permitted -to tury the corpfe<; and when 
they had difcharged this oifBce, they qame to Jefusi 
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. tto. Jofepbus Wo mentions thd'^eath of Jolin the" Bapfift^ 
{AT)tiq« fi.vXVIII. chap, viu) Hit ac6oBQt differs from the 
evangeHft'-s only in this, that the latter 'afcribes it to ^he real 
€aafgf, the iixuzVuie of Herodias ;• whereas the ^hi(^rkn gives us 
the prrtaice which Herod 'ufed as a colont 4o hit Cruelty. He 
threw oiity that John collc6led numbers of idle people in the wiU 
demefs ; that he made himfelf popular ; and becanle a dangerous 
man. But the hiftorian fpeaks of him with as mucti refpe^ as the 
cvangeliil does. 

11. It is to this day a pfaftice fn the courts of Eadei-q princ^i 
to produce the head of a criminal to evince hla death. - 

12. It does not abfolutely appear from the text, that the titf^. 
fiflii »f ^ohn looked oh Jefus as their only mqfter. It fcems probable 
however from this aad other paOagcs ; and fo far as the pro^ 
bability goes, it is a good comment on the beginning of the 
eleventh chapter ; as it (faews that %)it defign of John^ on tha^ oc<- 
frafion, was aofw^redt 

villi 
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account, loc^ibg 



Soon after this, Jefus, embarking on the lake, ^s H. 
failed along the fliore, and landed in a folitary place 
with his difciples. But his motions could not be 
concealed; and great multitudes followed him by 
land, whom he gracioufly received, and healed the 
fick they brought with them. — — As evening drew '5- 
on, his difciples put him in mind of the folitary place 
they were in j and of the difficulty the people might 
find in providing food, if they were not foon dif- 
miffed. Jefus inquired what provifion they had ; and i6. 17.18. 
being informed they had five loaves and two fiihes, *^' ®' 
he ordered the people to fit down in ranks; and 
taking the bread and the fifli, and giving thanks, he 
brake them in pieces, and gave portions of them to 
his difciples, to diftribute among the people. Thus 
the whole multitude, confifting of five thoufand men, 
befides women and children, were not only fatisfied, 
but left fragments fufficient to fill twelve baikets. 
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13. It docs not appear that this intelHgCince» as the text feems 
to lcad» waa the nafm of Jefu^'s retreating to a folitary place $ «» 
there is i^o intimatioD given of his apprehending any. danger from 
Herod. Some conned the ,13th verfe with the ad^ and conddor 
all the intervening verfes in a pareathefis. 

13. ni(ii has this meanings rather than m foot as oui* tranflation 
has^ it. A perfon might travel vrii^-n^ and yet tkhcr on borfcbaek 
or in a carriage* 

Odyf. y. 325. 
If you chufe to go ly land^ you may have a charioU 

£ 4 Jefus 



$6 ST. BIATTHEW. 



7t. 



Jefus then ordered bis dlfd^ to eitibfrit^ vmAIom 
^S' ^4- him to difmifs the people ; which ^having ioae^ bd 
enjoyed a fhort interval of private devotion. 

Night was now come on, and the hoat^ in which 

the. difciples had embarked, was flruggling with a 

ti» boifterous and adverfe wind. Jefus, thinking this a 

pr^er opportunity to imprefs upon them; by a mi-; 

racle, the great principle of faith, and of putting their 



. ac. Our Sayioar's miracles, I think* may be claiTed into ttiree 
kinds-^ — fach as attended the foleninity of hia binh and death ; 
to which I add his refurre^'on and afoenfion <— *— ftp ch as con- 
veyed benefits to mankind ; of which the bulk of his iniracles 
confided — and fndi as were mere apjieals to the fenfes of men, 
withoot fuch affarent behtfit ^- — Of the miracle^ of this laft 
claJTsy we have yery few inftances. Onl^ three, I think, can be 
mentioned — the curfing of the fig-tree -r- the deViU ient ihto'thic 
fwincr^and this of Jefus's walking cm the fea: ynle{s to thefe we 
add the money taken put of the fifh's iQputh- Wife reafons, np 
doubt, there lyere for all thefe miracles f though they are not lb 

apparent to us. With resard to the prefent miracle^ it was a 

common eaUern euftom to inftru^ ^7 J^"^ or aSlon^f as making 
the ftrongeft imprefiion. Thus ^byah tent Jeroboab'^ (hantfe 
to denote the revolt of th^ tribes* Thus alfo the rejection of Saul 
was fignified by the rending of Samuel^s garment | and thu9 
Agabus binding himfelf yith Panics ^hxUe, prediftefl the ht^Ar 
ibnment of that apoftle. Numerous mfianpes of the fame kind 
might be produped* Tfiis of Jefus yralkin? on the fea is one. 
^His fiiffertog Peter to leave the boat ^as veU calculated at kaft 
'as a te(^ of his ffiitb, and is 9 beai^tiful illviftration of its effe^a. 

According to bi^ faith, he found himfelf to riff oxjinh. Thia 

miracle may alfo be confidered as an inflance 6f Jefus^s hower 
0ffer nature* T^ofeH nvalklng on waier^ was an Egyptian iitelxi- 
glyphic to denote impoffihiiUy ; and Jqb reckons it among the 
chara^eriftics of the Ajfnighty, ip treid vfon the waves of tie fea ^ 
Job is- 8. Thus aifo the Pfalmifi: ; Xh ^"J ^ ^ the feai and 
fiypath iapr^ waters , and tbj fyotf^s are n^ inovm* In the 
Revelation alfo pf St. John» 1. d* a fugbtj a^gel is represented 
fettlng one foot on the fea and the other on the land, —^\i we coafider 
the miracle (lefore us in t)ief^ bght^, it receives additional dignity 
and weight. And in fa^, bis power pyer the fea was confidered in 
to high a light, that it is mentioned by three of the Eyangelifts ; 
Mate. viii. 27. — M»rk iy. 41 . — Liike viil. 25. 

truft 



CHAP. XIT. . ^t 

thift !n God (winch wais eter atboog his fiift iiiftrac# 
doiis% went to them^ walkhig da the fuiface of tb« 
lake. The difciples^ not knowing brni at firft^ throogh 
die {hades of nighty fiqipofed k was a Ipilrit. Bot ^^« 
Je&s, fpeaking to them, comjioted their fears. Od *7« 
this I^eter, \trith more confidence thsm the reft^ called s8. 
iitit to Jerus for permiifion to come to him» Jefis^ ^9' %^* 
giving him leave, he made die attempt i but fe^ng 
the water boifterous, his heart failed ; and feeUng 
himfelf begin to fink, he cried out. Jefus, readiing S'* 
his hand to him, intimated that his mifcarriage vm^ 
owing foiely to his want of faith. The innd ceafed aS 3^* 31* 
they entered the boat ; and all who were in it were fil 
Inoch ftruck with the miracle, that they fell down ttti 
their knees before Jefus, and acknowledged him to b^ 
the fon of God.— •— -*Jefus, foon after, landed in Ge« 34p|5«9^< 
neiareth, where the inhabitants, hearing of hid ar- 
rival, quickly difpeifed intelligence thi^ough the coun* 
try ; and multitudes of people floclofig round him^ 
begged only to touch the hem of his garment ; and 
none came without finding the expefted rdief. 

The ii^tne of Jefus was now fo great, that the CHAP. 
4o£tors of the Jewifh law thought it expedient, if ^ ^ Yl 

pc^bid, 

' f 1 ■ ■ .1. ... I , , , 1 1,1, 

3^. The exprdRon they vfh ^ere Sn the tool, feenit rather to 
sinply the boatmen than the ^fiipht % which latter word is gtuendifjf 
lifed when none elfe are meant. 

{36. If thcfc were the Ger^afeneSy as fome fuppole, who defired 
^Matt. "^nu 34.) that heJhouTd depart from their ioajts^ their faich 
eein8> by this time, to have increafed greatly. 

I. Jofephus tells us (Antiq. 'SL^m* 10.) that the Pharifees ap- 
pointed many ftridt obfervances which were not ia tiie law ; and 

had 
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poffible, to put a Hop to it. The beft groufid; 
i¥hich they imagined they could take, was in the 
matter of traditions. If they coi^ convince the 
people, that he delpifed that ftridaeis which they 
Ihemfelves profefled, they had no doubt but they 
ftkonld diminifli his popularity. With this view a 
. .d.« body of tbeoi' came to him from Jerufalem ;. aqd 
told hkn, they had obferved, with , much furprife^ 
tl^^t l)is dUciples were brought up in the negleft of 
; all thofe traditiops which had been delivered to 
thorn by their forefather^ -«r— - that for inftance, it 
^3^ an admirable fecurity agaialt every poiiible defile* 
D^^t tO: wa(h the hands: con(lant)y before a meal ; 
Jwt^hife.'difcipkSjjbey took notice, obferyed no fucti 
j^uriiSc^lioii* L . r 

'^'3»4» * - cjefus 'a&ed' them, how, they could, find fault with 
his disciples forn^le^ng thofe .traditions which, uf. 
£o mapy inftau^r^e, contradi&ed the laws of God ? 
The comm^ndflptent; faid.bes enjoins you to reverence 
t, 6. 9^4 ^^^ your parents : ' but your » traditions fpeak 
a difiei^ent language* If, in{l:ea4: of aifiiling your 
parents with any part of- your fubflance, you de- 



mm 



had violent difputes with the Sadducees on fubje6k*s of this kind. 
The men of fafhion, and free-thinkers, (the hiilorian obferves,) 
gilded .with, the Sadduceea ; rtn ^oL^unutn to .«^Dd<^ ^vj^aofQCS" 
^x^amuTf^ the body of the people admired the Fhar'tjees* 

«. Every thing f^arated t9 a religious ty^*. among the Jews^^was 
ttfym^ holy* Every thing elCp was xoiirpy, common f profane^ -unholy. 
Thus as food was fan6iified by prayer and thankfgivif^, it wai 
ranaong th^ ayw ; and therefore was not to be touched with unpu- 
rlfied hands, The rabbins boaft of a great martyr to this reli- 
gious opinion, the rabbi Akiba ; who being confined in prifon, 
and having but a fmall quantity of water allowed^ chofe rather to 
i|ie of thiril than to omit waffling his hands. 

dicate 
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iicate It to th^ ufe of the \ein\^"i' the diviiie iam.J 
ttand is at once fuperfeded.— -i-^You hypocriteSj^xfe*- 7. 8. 9* 
mine the prophet^* defcription, and fee hew far 
you may Tipply it to yourfelved ' f -Tt^ people * di^awett^ 
nigh unf$ The with their mouthy iind^h'indureth fki kmtb 
their lips^ while • their heart is far -fhm' me. » But itt 
vain do thgy worjhip me^ teaching for dodrines -fb^ €Ofk^ 
piandments of men -f.^^'^'^ Then fpeaking to the peo- *«• «• 
pie as they itood round him, he told them they might 
be a^ured it was not *^htt entered into the mdbth 
which defiled a man, but what proceeded from^ith^ -« 

'Soon after, Mus being albhe'i^ith^ his ' difdplds^ xa* 
ifaey told him, they underftood that the Pharifees were 
^ievoufiy offelrded at whtftheihad^&dd to theih> > ! » 
Jefus bad them not be : afraid >o£ any cohfequebosy >> 
that ihould arife fr6m their dif^leifiure. . Such pbpSs^ 
pnlyi faidihe, as liiy heavenly^ fitiidr .hath plantjed^ 
jhaUbefuiTeredito increafe. < iFear tfa^ m> not. tTbeif i4« 
pernicious dodrine,- and all thsu: ase led ; by tt^ fliaU . . 
p9me to nothmg. ' ' / / ^ ,;/: ; 

Peter then inti^iating that he ' and his fiqUow 
difciples did not clearly underftaiid vwhat Jefus had 
faid about defiling the man, defired a £irtheif elcp 
plan^tion of it, Jefus, expreffing hia furprife at thp kl 
flowpefs of their underftanding, bad them confider, 17. 18. 19. 



20. 
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- 9/ Ifa. xxh. f J. 

-f The F^apift^ fcem fond of appf^in^' fdine palfages in favour of 
pral tradition, which wc think have no reference to it i butthia 
p^ffgf aph fecmsy in ope fcnfe at leaft, directly to apply. 

* that 
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that vhtf mere^ifiu the maa affisOed op)y ^ht ho&f^ 
aftd could not poifibhr a&a the b^^rti Tlji/er^ cffv^^ 
b« nQHomorality therefore ia any thing of ths^ k^id ^ 
S^th^' in eatiz^ with unwafbea hands, ^^m^ Qnt 
Hrhtf promi4^frm the heart, wii;k/«d thpi^ghtfi, 4|n4 
wicli;!^ a£Uo)Ub f??r€( the only thii^ga that ^uld df^ 
the man* 



^ 



fti. Jefus aftenrarda went iuo .(he coiintry bordo^ oil 
32. Tyre and Sidon, where.a Ganaanitiih .wofoant a hea# 

then, coming to hinii and addrefling him by the juame 
«^ of the fon of David, befought him to heal her 
%%• daughter, who was pbflefled by an eyilrfpirit Jefas at 

firft taking no notice of her, his dticipies defired him 
^ to difofife tier, as ihe clamoured after diem. 9ut he» 

i&iending ihe Oiould dtHbover that, faith which he. knew 

Ihe pqflefied, told her his office and . defigi) bd 

^ him only at prefent to affift die houie of IfiaeL 

aj. 26. On her ipil perfifting to extort ^vottr from him,, hp 

added, that it was not right to take what was thms 
M. defigtied for the diildren and give it to dogs. It 

iwas tx^ ihe replied ; but k could not injure the 

children if the dogs picked up Jth^ offiils from dbhdor 
^ table. An anfwer fb clearly comprehending tine 



22. Sidoii was one of the moft ancient cities in the world, being 
'mentioned in Gencfis (x1lx.i3.)'Maundf^ fay a It id now a heap 
of ruins, inhabited by fiihermeoj completing literally the prophecy 
of Ezekiel. 

26. Dog was a common term by which the J0:^8 ufed to denote 
,A&e lumAen* Our Sfiviowr ufes k- hcrcj not in ihe way oS rfprq^« 
.but only Do aflift bis argument, 

power 



"power and ofllcfe of 4lie Meiiab) diMr Item Jefus the 
ixrarmeft approbatkm of h&c (aiih, tbgcliiar widi aa 
^flurance that ftte ftould find her daugtiter pei^feftl^ 
tccorered on her return. 



From the borders of Tyre and Sidon, Jefus went 
again to the lake of Genefareth : and feeing the 
multitudes thronging round, with a number of lick 
and infirm people, he retired to a rifing ground ; ancl . 
healing their diforders, he raifed in the multitude a 
Spirit of praife and adoration to God £3r his mercies 
to them* 

Then calling bis dilciples, hh told them he had ^'* 
compail^OB on the multitude, as they had now been 
with him three days, and muft have confumed thehr 
provifion ; fo that ^ he (hould fend them home fall- 
ing, he feared the coafequences» ■ • ■ . The difciples 
remarked, as they had done before, the difEcUlty 
of fupplying fuch a multitude with food in the wil- 
demefs. But Jefus finding they had feven loaves and ft'^'^'^ ' 
a few jGnall fiihes, ordered the people to fit down;j 
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33* The thoughtlefs infidelity 'of the difciplesy after they hard 
{een their mailer fo lately Yeeo five thoufand people with fite 
Icxiveb and two fifhra; would have been beyond all belief^ if our 
Saviour himftlf had «ot, on all occafions, fpoken of it in the moft 
pointed tcrtnd j ye ofUttk fiftth — Ofaitbkfs and ferverfe gaurU* 
tkm — - If ye bad'fmth »# p 'prdin of m^ard feed. From thefe ex« 
preflions we can conceive ^nothinfir, but fuch groifnefs as is here 
defcribed. Indeed it was not till after our Saviour's death> and 
the dcTcent oT the Tloly UhdH, that Ihc dtfciples afiumed thofc 
great and noble characters which ftrike us with fuch admiration. 
They were yet but here then % they -became afterwards infptr^d 
tff2/Ur#.— — -Sec the preface to the AAs of the Apoftles. 

• and 
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ftnd giving tbtafcs^'h^ijdHlribute^ the br^ and fiii 
among tbe(Q, tbroMgh the hands of his difciples. 
After they, were a|l fy^ed^ the offals filled feven 
baikets ; though the multitude coqfifted of more than 
2,9. four thoufand people. He then difmifled them> and 
went himfelf into the country of Magdala< 
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CHAP. > ;]fn this place, fbme. of the Pharifees and ^adducee^ 
XVI. .once more defired him* to give them a Cgn from hea- 
I, Ven^ as a confirmation of his divine authority. Yod 
2.3. J^^K^ of fair weather and foul, faid Jefus, by the ap- 
pearance of the'lky ; is it hot juft as eafy for you, if 
you were fo difpofed, .to look into the prophets, and 
^, fee in them the figns of* the Meffiah ?•«— But, with a 
people fo hardened, lio' figns avail : nor (hall I giv^ 
you any fign, but, as 1 told yo\i) on a like oCcafion, 
the fign of* the prophet jfonas. 
5^6 7.8.9. - Jefus, having fiiid this, left them abruptly ; and 
10.IM2. taking boat With. his difciples, pa[ffed 6*ef the lake. 
On their paffage, alluding to the converfarion he' had 
juft had, he bad them 'beware of thfe lestven of the 
^harifees and Saddticees. " They 'hdW^vef, not well 
underftanding him> and recplleding they had for. 
gotten to take provifion, thought he had alluded to 
that neglefl:. jfefus, having firft rebuked their * inat- 
tention and put tbeto^iil mind of the .two 'great .mi- 
racles of multiplying provifions, which he, had juft 
.'Wrought, explained his meaning ^to them, and ihewed 
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4. See chap. xli. 39« 

■ ' " theiii 



CHAP. XVi; €i 

ibeia how the corrupt do£brines of the Fharifees and 

Ssdducees might well be compared to leaveti. 

• • • • 

• • • 

> Jefus then went into the. parts about Cefarea i3« 
t^hilippi, and intending now to give his difciples 
a clearer view of the MeiSah's kingdoni, he began 
by aflqag them (as they had lately been travel- 
ling and teaching through the country) what opi- 
nion men ia general had conceived of him? The 
difciples faid^ the opinions of nien were various ; '4«^ 
fome thought hjni John the Baptifl: -— others Eli- 
jah — while many thought him Jeremiah, or fome ■5- 
other of the prophets. Jefus proceeded to aik them 
their own fentiments about him. Peter with great i6« 
vehemence cried out, he firmly . believed him to 
be the Mei&ah^i Jefus commending this confeffion ij» 
of his faith, told him, the perfect knowledge of this 
great truth depended entirely on the revelation 
of God's will.. This truth, added Jefus, alluding i8* 

■ ": • « -to 






13. There were ttwt> places of the'tiarae of Cefarea. Tbc firft 
was a fea-potc of note on tlie ; Mediterranean ; which had been 
rebuilt by Herod the. Great, ahd 'natnea' in horfour of Auguftuk 
•Ctefar. This is the fown^'fo •ften^" iherttloTJet!^ the Aftsofthc 
Apoftles. But the town here meant was an inland-town, built by 
Philip the Tetrarch, Wiio-nabed it;<G^fa«dapin('hoiioar of Tiberius 
Caefar ; and added his own name to it by Way ^f diftin6tion. 

13. Bowyer conjectures^, 'th'a^ the paflage at the end of this 
irerrc fliould be pointed thus* Whom do men fay thai I am ? TU 

Jon of man ? 

14. The Jews had a notion that Jeremiah ihould at fome time 
appear to .recover the ark of the covenant, which he had hid* 
See 2 Mace. ii. 5. ' 

1 8, Some interpreters confider Peter hm/eif as the rod on 

which Chrift Aowd found lifls xsliurch $ becaufe he was the 4iril: 

r .':' • ' teacher 
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to Feter's lUttA?, is that great rode cm vMch 
I mean to ^"Mifh my chuix:h to the end of tune* 
19. 20. To ybu, my difciples, I give the power of unlock- 
ing, as it were, and opening the myfteries of the 
go^d ; and infpired, as you (hall be, by the Holy 
Ghoft, whatever you fhall declare to be my will on. 
ean^ fhall be confirmed in heaven. At the fame 
thne Jcfus ordered his difciples not to mendon^ 
at prefiefit, to iSie people the great truth of his 
bdng the Meffiah ; defiring rather that they (hoald 
ihemfelves coiled; it from ^at diey heard and 
few t. 
tt. Jefus having now tnade a plain fifcovery of him- 
ii\f to his difdples, proceeded a ftep &ther, and 
opened fome of thofe great truths with regard to 
$2^ his fttffsrings and death. But Peter, who had 
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teacber among the Gentfles. And Indeed the worJi naturally 

five this fenfe : which is ag^reeable alfo to other {criptural ezpref- 
ons, as that of Ephef. ii. 20. Te are iusli upon the founJatson of 
Af at^kt% At .the iame .timet the finfk is 4noxe confident «bca 
we confider Petn^t confeffion as the rock ; as if our Saviour had 
laid .(ftUudii;ig to the cufiom of building caftles and citadels^ oa 
rocksrjy ,|he ^rcat truths that I am t^e Meffiah* is the found^tipa 
jof the Chriftian religion.*— If the former fenfe be taken, it is hoiRv- 
,ever equally applicable tQ.al^ the apofUes : See Matt, xviii. i3. and 
JohnxiE. 23. 

ij9. This fecma to be:tbe Ante of the words binding and loofinsp, 
which wal a pfoviabial expreffion among the Jews $ and certaia^ 
relates tp things, not to perfons, as the papifts conflrue it. Things^ 
not perfons, are eWidently alluded to in the parallel, pafiage of Mat- 
thew (xviii. 1%*) ■ Giving the keys, may be an aUufion to a 
cuflom among the Jews of giving a key to their rabbies, when 
.they were admitted to expoatfd the feriptiire ; or perhaps rather it 
may be. an allufion to .|he.prgpb€|ic ftyjeof jQOoiierriog power : S«e 
Ifa. xxii. a 2. and ReveL iii. 7. 

f 8ee Mat. xL 4. 5, 

%%* fie 'ajar ft mtbf^f^4l Jims m. Mm^MtJictyi 

gaiae<| 
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gained only a general notion of the Meffiah's office^ 
could not bear thefe humiliating ideas, and exprefled 
himfelf with his ufual warmth againfl: them. This '3* 
drew upon him a fevere rebuke from Jefus, as a per- 
fon darkened with worldly prejudices, which oppofed 
the whole fcheme of the gofpel. ^ - 

9 

Jefus proceeded to tell them, that it was-not the H' 
Meffiah alone who fhould be ill-treated by a wfcked' 
world, but that all his followers muft expeS: the 
&me treatment. The world indeed, faid he, will «!• 
become the great teft of the fkicerity of men.— 
The contention will lie between the indulgencies of 
their lives and the falvation of their fouls : but ^S* 
they who think juftly on this interefting fubjeft will 
fee the great difference between the two objefts, 
and will think the happinefs of the next world 
fliould not be rifked for the fake of -any enjoyments, 
or advantages, in this— always remembering the ftridl 17. 
account they muft give at the great day, when the 
fon of man fhall judge the world. And though the 29. 
Mefliah's kingdom, added he, which throws (b ftrong 
a light 6n the next world, may appear now at a 
diftance } yet you may be affured, that it (hall fpeedily 
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2 J. The word Satan fignifies here an enemy or oppofer. 

28. Thi8 is a difficult pafTage. As the Mefliah's coming is 
introduced here, imiDcdiately after mentioning the lafb judgment, 
Ipany of the early Chriftians conceived thefe words to be a pre* 
di^^ton of the fpeedy end of the world. When the event begaa 
to difparage that- ioterpretationy it was next conceived that theft 
words held out the delcruckion of Jerufakm. If they do» it is cerr 
taioly rather abruptly introduced j and not fo eafyi I tlunkf as tht 
int^retatiou here given. 

Vol. L F be 
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Ije tRfiifith^ii aad^ m a great 4€^m, 4 
of fome of youy whp O^nd round 



^J^T' JeiusJiavmg C5)en€d thefe tbiugs to his difdples, 
and given them fo humiliating a view of t^e ffifier^^ 

^v tags of the M^^h| tboaghf it propier to exaU their 
I^opes, by giving th&rfi alfp a foretaft^ of bijs glorj» 
"Wi^h this ipt^tiqn he led ]?eter, J;un^^ and }o)m^ to 

«f< iik,e fummit of a lofty mountain; virhere fad^^lyj a^ 
they were praying» his countenance aflapied tha 
^rightnefs of the fyn ; and a ^lendid ^id glopfms 

*3t , light invefted hi% Qn his right and left Appd tt^ 
two great prophets of the law. Moles ajid l^ijah^ 
in the fapie refplendent /(^m, and entered int^con*- 

4- yerfation "with him. — -*-The difciples wer?, latjiear 
tranfported than terrified at ttus /gloiipus ^K>ns 
and Peter cried out^ Lord ! what happin^fs k tb^s ! 
let us endeavour to fix this ravK^u^ f^c^e^ ^xkd 

^* erefl: tabernacles for its reception. While he w«s 

fpeaking, an aw)f(,il voice ifiuing jir9m the jclpud pro-^ 
clai^e^^ This is niy buoyed ton, in whom I am well 
pleafed ; hear ye him* 

Overpowered by the grandeur of the whole tranH 

^* ft&ien^ the difciples fell to the ground^ tm. which 



«. 



impHH«*-i^ 



3. It 16 gtnerally fappoftd that this yifion was exhibited hi the 
night, a« St* Luke 'fays, the difciples were heavy wkh Jleep ; and 
Hkcwife, that they came down from the mottalain themexfday. If 
this wa«<^6 cafe, the night would add greatly ta die grfodeur and 
refplendeney of the vifkHi. . • i . 

• J, The liaft words af this voice are fuppolej to ajlu& lio the pre- 
didions of Mofes. Deut.xviii. 15. -- ^ '^' • * 



, CHAP, xm ,«7 

Jefus reached out hk hand to nife them4 Whea 8* 
they looked up, the vifion was gone, and they law 
Jefus (landing with them alone as before. 

While they defcended the mountain, Jefus forbad '' 
them to moktton what they had feen, till aft^ his re« 
fmre£tioii. '-rr^-^ As4hey continued to defcend, th^ dit- *®* 
cjples, jmdKi^ oh what they had feen and heard, and 
flunking dus the greatefl: £gn which Jefus had yet 
ftewn of his ixing the Meffiah, had ftiU one fcruple. 
The Jews univerfally believed that Elijah fliould pre* 
ceirthe Meffiah in fbme glorious manner ; and as he 
Aadoow appeared in fuch fplendor, a publication of 
it, ibey tbou^t^ might tend to convince them. Jefus 't* <*• 
|»Qantsd out d^ miftaken notion the Jews .h^d of that 



8. The faith of Peter is here rcprcfcntcd exaftly like the faith 
oftneatierGhtKtiama'' — fubjeA. to various paroxyfow. On Jefos^s 
afkiog, what his opioion of him was ? his faith appeared raifed 
to the greatcft height. When Jofus mentioned his death and 
fufferlngs, it fank : but on the iight of this glorious vifion it rofe ^ 
again. Thua the ^poftles themUvea, and meaner Chriftians of 
courfe> have occafion frequently to cry^ Loni^ increa/e our faUh i 

. 9. A^BT our Saviour mentions his trunsfigurtUlon in conne&toii 
nrith his refurre^oth ^c may well fuppofe it was intended to pre* 
figure the. glory that was to follow this latter event. It would thefts 
be a coincidence that would greatly confine the hopes of his folr 
lowers ; though before his refurre&ion it would appear an unintel- 
ligible event. Why Peter, James^ and John were favoired oa 

this and other occafion s, we are not given to underftand. One 
thing is obvious, that Matthew has fliewn a great inftanoe of hia^ 
truth and £mplicity in relating the preference of others to himfelf« 

II. The txpreSion, Jbali come and. refiore aU things (which M 
fpoken in the future tenfe, after the death of John the Baptift,| 
has led fbme interpreters to conceive that Elijah (hould precedj^ 
Chrifb's fecond cominjg as well as his firft. -The learned Jofeph 
Mede was of this opinion ; and Milton, who wat Medc's feUow* 
coUegiaUi probably took the id<a from him. 

-«*^ The great Tiihbtte, who oa fiery wheeli 
Rode up to heaven^ yet once again to cone. 

Part R^. 

F % prophecy 
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|>rophecy v^hlch mentiohed the ' comihg cf El^ib, 
and of that rplendid reftoration of things winch they 
expected ; and informed his difciples^ that Elijah had 
Already appeared **^ that he had already made prepar- 
ation for the Meffiah, and had fuffered that treatment 
which the prophets hsrd foretold -^and that the treats* 
ment of the Mefiiah himfelf fhbfnld be .^xa]Q;)y the 
13. fame. — Thib chancer of the prophetic. ^jah eafily 
led the difciples to -coaceive that, hfi meant John the 
•Baptift:' 

14 15 16. ' When they i^eturaed tothe foot of the mount^n^ 
they found a great crtotvd ;r!from which a.perlbaad- 
*^ - vancing) defired Jefus^to have Gompaficni on liim» 
My fon, faid he^ is. grievoufly afflid:ed .fay- bttr>evil 
fpirit, and^I bjought hini^.to your ^difciples, hoping 
they would have healed him, but th?y. could not.^— 

T7 18 19. jefu$, rebuking their infidelity, immediatelyi headed, th^ 
young man. 
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ao. Dr. Clatk paraphrafcs the original thu» : If you had wever 
Jo little Jaiih in compartfon ; and indeed the Jews made ufc of the 
^KQiA muflard feed yrovtrhhWy to expi-efs a little thmg; as they 
did the phrafe, remote a mountain, to cxprefs a great one. Yet 
1 think theirs is ft better interpretation^ who fuppoff it alludes to 
tlie tncreafing natura of a grain of muftard-feed after it is fown^ 
[See Luke xvu, 5. in which the increaflng nature of the feed^ whea 
Town, fcems plainly alluded to, 

^ 21. This verfe affords. an inftancc of the ingemiity of criticifm. 
A learned writer (fee Enquiry into Demon, p. 47.) inftead of 
li TTpoeTEu;^ xsa n^u», hj pt^ayer and fa/ling ; would reid (though 
unaucjiorifcd) ly %9ir(\u yu,-T«a, ly confldnt fqfttng^ Which hc 
deemed the bed cure ,for what he uippoifed an cfpileptic diforder* 
There inight be fome colour for this criticifm, if the difctples had 
been inquirin|r about a natural cure of the diforder: but tbeir 
queftion was; W%y cpuld not we cqft him otit ? — Bowyer too> whofe 
criticifms, I thittic, are often very r^fiuedy makes the Umc cor- 
re<^ipn as the author of the Enquiry # 

': ' '' . Afterwards, 



^ 



CHAP. Xyn.- 619^ 

Afterwards, Mrhen he was^ alone with his 'difciple$, 
they inquired^ why they could not perform the mi- 
racle i — — Jefus told them, it was entirely owing to . 
their want of faith. Faith, faid he, like a grain of 
multard feed fown in the earth, mud be of an in« 
creafing nature* If your faith were of this kind, no : 
miracle could exceed its power ; but God does . &ot 
allow fuch miracles as thefe to be wrought by any^ 
whofe hearts and affedions are not purified and ex« 
alted by a thorough renunciation of the worlds and - 
an intercourfe with heaven. 

# 

As they returned into Galilee, Jefus reminded his ^^'^^^*' 
difciples again (as it was always his cuftom to repeat 
important lefibns), that he.fhould foon be delivered. - & 
into the hands of his enemies, who fhould put hin^, 
to death* At the £une time he told, them, that on. 
the third c^y he {hould nfe again* . This promife^ 
however, but ill underltood by them at that time, did« 
not much alleviate thdr fbrrow. , .. 

As they entered Capernaum, they were met by a^24.25.26. 
coUeftpj: pf the temple offerings j who a&ed Peter, ' ' 

whether ^ 



22. The lad place where we find Jefus was at Caefarea Phi« 
lippi'(Mtttl x^» I3.)| which was' a town on the hordera of Iturea.'- 
From Whence he wieiit to Capeniaanii through the upper Gal3ee#'' 
dr Gaiilee'oftl^t GentHei. > ••> 

25. Oilf bUfl^d Saviom^S' arguttieDt was^ that if the kings of ^ 
the earth di4 noi rtotlttftaMe (fi^<n n xvvm^) from their own fa*1 
miltett but frcfn). their oih^r fubje^s, he fhould be exempt from 
the i^if»xf*^ which was the Umpie-offeruig, See Exod. xxx. ij, . 
2 Chron, xxiv, 6. and the AnEiq. of joftphus, h'b. 18. cap. 10. 

2*], See a note on chap. xiv. 25. in which this miracle is men- 
tioned^among thofe of the lowed clafs. It was certainly, howeyer, 
a OMTSivle adapted to fifhermen^ add might tend greatly lo incfeafo'* 
^ ' F 3 their 
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\irhetlier hk Vnafter paid that duly ? Peter mexitiooed 
the matter to Jefus, who, altoding to hia bep^ the 
fon of Godj for whofe temple the offeiisg was de-. 
manded, declared his right of exemption : Neter* 
thelef8» faid he, that we may not give oflfenc^, go to 
the lake, and in the moath of the firftr fifli yon take,, 
you Ihall find a piece of moQey fuffident to &tisfy the 
demand* ' < 

CHAP. The gloiious vifian that had juft been difylayed f& 

,^yf^^\ the difciples, had not yet fpirituaKzed their idiiae* 

X. They had ftill very low conceptions of ChriftV Idflg- 

donv'; dnd had contentions among themfelves who- 

••3- Aould be the greateft.— — 1*o difpel thefe animo^ 

fhies, Jefus took a child, and placing him before them, 

t6ld themj that tmlefs they purified their minds from 

dl ambitidn and worldly thotrghts, and became, in 

that refpect, like children, they were by no means 

properly difpofed to be members of his ^kingdbm. 

4^ The way, therefore, added he, to be the greateft ia 

. the kingdom of heaven, is to endeavour to come as 

5. itear this pattern as poffible. Thefe are the perfons 

6- whom I acknowledge as mine. He who receiveth 



their faith. Befides, it would be difficult to fay hovr Jefuf 

cpuld with more propriety have obtained a fupply. If he bad 
treated it on the fpot, it might have Had the appearance of! a fort 
of legerdemii^,>-«*-or it might have laid him opetf fo the accu- 
fation of counter£einng the current coin- of the country. 

t. Thi^ 18 anotiier inftanee of ^he eaftem' mode of infti^i^iag by 
example; See a note on chap. xiv. 2^. 

6, Betlcr/or him ibai a mtlUjione^ ^c» Drowning with a j^ti^t' 
about the criminal's neck was cuftomary ; and becaoif' proverbial 
94^Dpg the Jty/s for incvifaik rvk. 

' fucli, 
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fuch, receivetfi me : but he who pur|)ofely mifleadsi 

(educes, or profecutes them, draws on himfelf a heavy 

judginient.* Offence and falfehood will ever rtake z 7- 

part of the trials of this world : but woe be to him •• 9» 

who gives th^ offence or propagates the falfehood. 

Guard, therefore, againft the temptations of the world, 

which are the principal caufes of thefe niifchiefs. '' 

Though ft^ pleallires and vanities may be as dear to 

you as a hand or an eye; y6t part with them freely,^ ' \ 

if you have any defire to deceive the bleflifigs of thef 

gofpel. And let it be your conftant care to encou- lo. 

rage, znd draw to my fold, thefe innocent and fin- 

cere fe»chers after truth. Of fuch gentle fpfiib ' 'r/ 

confift the bre£ted inhabitants of heaven, whofe Touts • > 

the fon of man came to redeem. As a ftiepherd looks ri. 13.14- 

after his ftraying flock, and receives more joy from a 

lolf fheep recovered, than from thofe that were fafe } 

fo ycJur heavenly father receives his ftraying chi-ldren^ 

ind enjoirfs alf the minJfters of his gofpel w recpvef 

them to his- fold. And even after th6y become ^S*'^'?- 

your brethren be not too fevere. You muft ufe 
many means of exhortation with an offender, public 
and private, before you can juftify yourfelves in 
giviag htm op* But in the manner of treating 1 8- 19^9. 
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10. The woTdis of the text, rMV angels do c^ways behold thefacj^ 
0} my father^ may bear another very good fenfe; initmating (in 9 
JewKh miNlepteitf^(ir«ffii»n) th«« they are under the peculiar care 
of Ood'a Iv^y mlMiten ; ngMestbiy' to* the paifage of St. Paul 
(H<^i ir t4;> a!te ihef HoPiilin^ii^ng Jph'Ui fcnt forth t0 mimfier to tk» 
hart 0f faipaHm? 

lol Sec Mat.xvi. 10. 

^ 19. 20. This feems ctearly to relate to the 'miraculous iQterp9|l« 
tioD of heaven ia the affairs of the infant churah* 

• F 4 offenders. 
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offenders, and other matters relating to the.gbvem^ 

snent of the church, fuch particular ordinances as you 

niake under my general inftrudions fhail be eftablifli<* 

ed : and in all difEcult cafes be affured, that frequent 

prayer to God will influence his holy fpifit to dired: 

your confultations. 

9f • What Jefus had been faying with regard to offences^ 

drew Peter to put a cafe to his mailer, with regard to 

**• the forgivenefs of injuries. , To what extent, faid he, 

are we to can*y this duty ? It has no Hmits, faid 

Jefus. However often you are injured, if penitence 

follow the offence, a Chriftian is always bound to for* 

3^.24.25. give. At his own peril he withholds his forgivenefs. 

29' 30*3 *• Jeius then gave his. difciples a plain repic^i^^^^ion 

32*35*3i* of God's dealings with man in this matter in, the foU 

lowing parable. ' ' 

A ma{te;r, faid he, calling his fervants to an ac* 
count, and ^nding one who owed hiqi mueh more 
ithan he .could pofGbly pay, orderei^ him and his 
family to, be fold, as the law allowed, an part of pay- 



25 
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24. 28. Jf we fuppofe the ten thonfand talents wbicb the ' fer- 
vant owed his mailer were golden' talents^ the fum would arife to 
isTenty two jnillionfrof.our money. • Add if by the huodtie^ pence are 
ineant, as is probable^ an hundred Roman dcnariiy the amount of 
them is 3/. 2x. 6d, This calculation, however^ though the ta« 
leiits were filver, ihews our Saviour's opinion of the diiparity be- 
tween the offences which we commit againft God,* and tbofe which 
We commit againft each other. .^ 

. 34. Some coinmentator«9 to foke the teeming) iiyufUice pf the 
m^fter in reclaiming d debt which he h$d forfosiuy ifor^gifkUf explain 
gtbe concluiloQ.of the .a7th'vcriref as if the.mafter kfA Qpjy delayed 
the exa£lion of the debt, which was all the .ferjAnt. reijnwd^ 
But this circumftance docs not at all concern the main point of 
the par^blcy ;to which only wcneed attend* See a note on Mat* 
tiih 44. •" ' 

went, 
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taent. The map,j j^ing on his ,}sM^ befg^vl qmhft 
a ref|Mte. His jaafter, pitying bis wjE^Qtchjedifi^tfipng 
forgave him. T^t this very man, going ov(tj fiiQiii 
his maCler's pref^x^ce, and finding a fellow4ervant 
vho owed him only a trifling fum, treated him witk 
violence ; and, notwithflanding. ail his entri^atief^' 
threw him into prifon. The matter prefently x:aaie.ta' 
his mafter*s esrrsy who calling the ungrateful ferv^t,^ 
after a fevere expoftulation imprifoned him, tilt, 
his ' own immei^e debt fhould be difcharged* " ' *• 
Such, added Jefiis, is the mann^ in which God will 
treat thofe who indulge an implacable hatred s^gaiiift 
their brethren. . 



? 




I. 2. 



After this, Jefus went from GalUIee into Judea, CHAP* 
where he was attended, as ufual, with a multitude of 
people whofe diforders he healed. 

Here fome of the Pharifees came to him, in« 
quiring, with inHduous intention, whether it were 
lawful for a man. to put away his wife for any .caufe 
he pleafed I Jefys reminded them of the rorjgiual 
law of marriage at the creation, and of the jndiflo*! 
luble unipn which it implied. They aikod^ . why 
Mofes then allowed divorces on various pretences?. 
Jefus anfwered, that Mofes allowed them to pre* 
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3. Th«' infidtons inteiitron of tbe'Phanfce* feems to have coif* 
fifted in their reducing Jefus to the dilemma of denying hf^ owa^ 
avowed dodnne (Mat. vi 3t.) on one 'hand» or of contradfdni^ 
the law of Mofes (Deut. xxiv, 12.) on the other; which the 
glofles of their labbief made to allow greaf libercieiia tiwiDttter 
of divorce. "~" - / 

. . T rent 



7* SfyWA'tMt^, 

fiifif ^Airfe 'ceiifl^^ea^e»; bbt iyit<'Gttd Aknig&ty? 

9» hw^Mf^ fUU more aikaieBt; and \Mt fti h€tf vbow 
«fet divorced bis ^fe, exci^trt/'fliir adtthay, »i6^ 
fiiarried another^ Vf2s an adukei^ ; and whoev^ 
iHatYied a woman thus put away/ was an addherer 

10- likewife;-<i«-^--*The difdptes pondering on wliat lefa$ 

Ifafd ^^, told binij they thought if that were the 

caie, it wa'e better to abftain entk^ly from mar'^ 

II. 12. ifage*— — lefiis repUfed, the necefftiedof the world- 

werrfuteh^ that mdn^ could not generally a(bftam : but 

ft « 

lA'h^n^ife and ^il^ reafons intbrmied, they had a 
dimee. - — 
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x3.14.15- As they were fpeaking, fome people, through a 
gteat opinion of Jefas's holinefs', brought young 

;. " . . children to him, defiring he would lay his hands on 
' them and blefs them. The difciples rather dif- 
countenailcing this as an unfeafonable interruption^ 
Jefus interfered, and callhrg the children to him, 
took them in his arms and blefied them. He then 
propdfed them to ihe people, as hi had done to his 
difciples a little before t^ as patterns of that innocence 
and'putfty wWcli he reqmred inthofeAfrho were coii-. 



I. 



Vdrt'sto thfc goffjel. 
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9* M3ton, who pot away his wife for another caufe» codes* 
vouu.to juftify himfelf by^a lipgujar inteqx^e^atioD of this tqct> 

which would open gfeat latitude -^^fft^ f^f adultetyf taj9 h^ 

•r^jfittg ibhffb tpould It U tHi hu/hanaas griiwt.iinid intQkraH 

-i-a*. Sci3i-C9r.-YS.:u.*. • • ^ . • . ta.i.^i .... 
+ Sec Matt, xviii. a. •*- •^*-' ** 



nHiOy accofting Uia Un4eF the title of gkd mtf/Ur^ dcH 
fired to know what he was to do to bbtsdn ete^faa^ 
happinefs ? Jefus obferving, that by this addrefe^ 17. 
which bdcmged only to God, he feemed t6aelm&w« * 
ledge hkn to be the Meffiah, told hbs, diit the wajc 
to otitain eternal it& was to. }sj^ the etoimasdy 
ments. The young man defired ita kitovt^ wMcb o£ 18. 19. 
the commaadinentsi Jefus maitioaed . fevevafrj 'att 
of whidi the other^ wkh great prosifitnefsy dbcfaureft 
lie bad obfisrlred from his yomth* Jefus tfaed isdd hiflfl| 2gu an. 
he wt>nld p»t hi$ nsdigion to the toft. Yod faakrd 
adeno^ledg^d ine, faid he, to be the MeOi^i 
let me now fee the ftrength of yonr fidthL . &nfe( 



li. Some 4U)nimetitatora havifi i»i(hed' tbat otir Saviour. bad 
been more ample in* hU advice to the younr man who inquired^ 
tie way to etcrndl S/e. He gives him no inm-udion iHth f6gttd! 
vofj fmh,^ to the lor^ of God» or pliiTify^ng his affeftipna*. ^ ^^ 
prohibits only a few grofs crimes, and orders him to honour his 
parents ; for the precept of loving his neighbour is fufpeded br 
rnaoyt- particularly by Ofigen^ to be interpolated ; both as it Jf 
not one of the commandments, and as it is not mentioned in the 
parallel places of Mark (x. 19.) and Luke (xviii. 20.). To 
obmte-this obj^ton, it muft l^i^ pcmembered what is tfa^ &op$ 
atHiaimof ttne-ralbttotf belbri) wr Thia forward young anai h 
itdt.«lt«odutfiBd here wit4i a view to be inftro^ed in the tratha of 
religion ; but merely ai an e^aihple, to iliew how aa attacbment 
to the world fets our prindples and prafiice at variance.' .;Nor 
did it (ignify giving' him any of tho purer doctrines of the gofpel, 
t31 he had fliewn that he ha^" received the iirii great principle of 
it; that of faith in JeAis ashisw^r, whom he plainly feeiAj(d to 
aclU^owledge as the Mefftixh* ' Some comnaentators, indeed, fup* 
pofc,the young^najin'did ndt a<;knowledgc Jefus to be the Meffiah \ 
andr tba't JeTUs/ol* this Vea fori mfant' to rebuke him, for c^ilibj^ 
fittiigoodmqfler : But i'^Vprogrcfs of the narrative feems to recjuir^ 
tlie' interpretation, here given f tor^ it was furely unreifonabk' td 
expeft the young man ftiould fell all he had an<J* give it id thi 
poor, and then follow a' pcrfon of whift pretcnfions he ktit^ 
ijQthing. - . -^ 

-' -: what 
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yAoitjpa have to^:tbe|x>Qr; trtift God. fear si treafore 
29. iahearen, andfolbwme.'*—— The young inaay xiot 

prepared for fuch a trial, retired in confufion } for he 

was very rich, 
aj. 24* .• Jefus obfervedto his difciples, as the young man 

4efiarted, bow very opposite the things of this world 

Were to thofe of the nesct : You fee, faid he^ how al< 

•V ' ' moft impoffible it is for a rich man to be a convert 

'{« lb tbei gofpel. — -~.The:dtfcipIes feemed touched with 

^eperflous ftate^of diefalvation of .mankind ; as all 
• at. " people had more oil lels of thisl world's goods. But 

JeHai looking.ion them . with an eye of tendamefe, 

fiiid, I fpeak of ihofe only who, like this young man, 

phod their^happiRe& in their wealth. They who truft. 

in God, however rich^ may, through his- divine aili(l« 

ahce,' overcome the world. 
27* 'Here Peter, in the nameof himfelf and his bre- 

^^rn, jdeclared they had left all for the fake of their 

r 

18. 39. Bidder^' and aiked what their reward^ould be ? Jefus. 



1 . 



M— M— ^ I'j ■ ■!! 1 >ll <Hllll^>llfc ■■!■ Ill ■! 



t/: 



• f 



III .' . t 



94. Some for xospifto* .eead n^p^wy which makes the fenfe run* 
It k eafi^r for a eMe^r^e^ . &c. — . But I rlither ftippofe the :COiB« 
SBoa reading right : *iw a fimilar expreCBoQ occurs. in the Taioaud ; 
^ No ekphaot entera bf the eye of a needk^'f . . 
\ 66. SccMar. x. 24. . . , . - . : 

'28, Te Jhatt Jit on twelve thrones 9 juJgtng' the twelve tribes of 
ffr^h. As, this was fpoken to the twelve, we cannot fuppofc it 
cpuldbe meant in its literal feufe of Judas: and St. Paul par. 
%\z\x]fi\y fpeak^ of hi'mfelf as cxpe^ing future judgment : x Cor. 
iv. 4, and again Rom. xiv^ 10. In the Hebrewf^ tojud^e iignifiet 
to govern, Jephtha judged Ifraeh Judges %\u 7. Make us a ting 
ia Judge iis* I Sam. viii. 5« The phrafe therefore, as fome fup«. 
pofe^ Agnifies only that the apofUes fhould rule the early Chriftian 

church. After aD, it may bc.only an caftcrn mode of exprefliog 

dignity and power. * 

)£::77 ^ told 



told tHem, their reward (hould he proporHbfially "great j 
and in general affured them, that whoever fat loofe 
to the things of the world for the fake of religioit 
ihould be recompenfed abundantly in this life, * and 
cverlaftingly rewarded in a life to come*—- But mtoyi jow' 
he added, who feemed to be among the mod diflin^ 
guiflied, are, in fad, the lead. The Jews, jjarticu- CHAP, 
larly, though the firft*called and moft favoured people^ t 
would rejedl the offers which God defigned them, i.*.3*4- 
God's equity, therefore, faid he, in holding out thefe ^' , q' ^^^ 
bleflings to the'Gentiles, maybe thus illuftrated. 12.13.14, 

A hufbandman went out early in the morning to 
hire labourers into his vineyard, with whom he agreed 
at the price of the country. Afterwards, af different 
times, and ev^ at a late hour, he went out ; and 
finditig others ftanding idle, beciaufe they had no of* 
fer of employment, he fent them alfo into his vine- ^ 

yard. In the evening they were called together, and ' 
all received the fame wages. But they who had been 
fent into the vineyard in the morning reprefented a$ 
a hard cafe, their> having received no more than thofe 
who had wrought only a fliort evening»hour. On 
this, the mafter of the vineyard gave them a fevere 
rebuke: My friends/ faid he, I have done you no 
terong. Have you not received the price for whicl^ 
we agreed? Take it, therefore, and be content. 



I. This parable it.fuppofed to be taken from tbe Jerufalem 
Talmud, only difFereatly applied. It is very evident that it was 
our Saviour's method^ on all occafions, to teachby fuch pro« 
TcrbSf parables^ and images as were th« moit familiar, 

. Have 



£^ve I not ^wer to cl&ooie d>e objeds of ^ mj otni 
bii>U]pty^ Are my kind intentloas to be reftraiiie4 
|»y jQur aarrow opiniops \ ■ »■ j " Tbu$> added Jeft^s^ 
Pod Aimig^ grants the Gentiles tbe fame iiToun 
wt^icb be had granted the Jews, if tb&jr obey^ his w|D 
2^ fppn a^ they ai^ called* But among fuch nuait)e]?s 
9|8 J^v«^ received this ^cious call, how few are tj^^re 
urbp b?ve the wifdom i^ accept %%\ 

17,18^9. 4^ Jefus was now approaching Ji^ufa|em> ht 
thought it proper^ a third time, to put his difcif^ lH 
ipfiind of his f^Serings and d$^; an^^penyed ^ this 
great event iiiU more ^ainly Xo thein by adj(^g'fofM 
i^w circu^ftanc^) partici^ar^y tb^ be ihpitld be 4e- 
^vered into the hands of die Gentiles} bjut; co^cl^ded 
9f ith.^n aSjiira^fCe that h^ (hoi^d rife^ig^tfi oo^thei^d 

jso. 21* day»/ Their conceptions, howeycr^ of what Im 
fac^nt w?re ftiU fo very Ipwi l^at the mi>^fX of two 
of t^pm^ Jajnes aa4 John, beark^ of the re^ur« 
i;e6^Pj ^«d coQp^yiiig it to be kmft gi!^t event of 
w^^ty ^li9|ty». oapie to bi«i with her ff)A3> to defire 



f Aj . our Saviour's pArables have frequently S double ticif, 
this parable feema net only to SluftFeie t^f -^afj^vCif^^e Jcqn^nnd 
Gentiles, but the cafe of all individuals pf'^very nation 'whom 
Cod aeoc^t^ according to the improvement of the- opportunities 
they have had. , 

19. This was very remarkable. It all along appeared that 
the intention of the chief priefts led to private afTamnation, or 
ftoning Jefus in a tumultuary manner. But he now informed his 
dffciples ,of what n,cver .entered jnto^ any -body's .head— i-.^A^, he 
Jkould he JeVvoered to the Romans. — Thus thif great event w^s 
brough.t aljout, by the enemies of the gofpel, in fuch a way ^% to 
confirm the truth of it in the ftrongeft manner. All tiis 'was dotii 
thai the fcrtptttres might iefi^lkd^ 

adit 



CHAP. XT."- 7* 

a4lUUiiguiibei(l place for tbem in that Ipi^dprn^ ^i?^ 
ever it ihpuld be, which he was abont to e&ajpl)iiu 
hjm told her (he knew not what &e aik^drr-^a^ Ae 92. ^« 
did not underftand tl^^n^ore of hi$kiflgdom«^diSl 
it did not lead toworI41y, pomp aftd glpry* buC to 
fttiFerings and death — and though her foQS might aoil 
certainly fhould follow his painful fteps, yet feats of 
diftif guiihed ' eminence in his kingdom were not to ; 
be given through ' fisivour or partiality, but to thofe 
only whom God fhould fee properly prepared fof 
them. 

, At thefe ambitioqs vjews of the two brothers^ 14: 
the rieft of the difcipl^^ not whdly devoid of the 
fiuneid^as themfelves, took offence, «—*-— JeCus ob* 25.a6.t7* 
fenring the h^ut-burnings which were thus rifoig 
among themj called themk together, and told them 
thefe were notions which b^long^ only to the am^ 
bitipus rulers of this .worlds not to the difd^les of 
the gofpel. My difcipl^, fald 1^, inuft have hump 
ble hearts in which no ambitious thoughts can bar- 
bouTyi They muft endeavour to be the greifteft, by. 
confidenng themfelves as the leaft* Tfaey mull; 



24. There cannot be a greater inftance of felf-deceit than ihU 
)»i&ge affords. In tlie 27th veife of the laft chapter, Peter ni«^ 
lionea hn having giving up every thing for the fake of the gofpel^ 
and no doubt believed he fpoke with great iinceritf • It appear8» 
hemifer^ bptl^ fipom bis being angry tft. Jaines and Johbf und 
ViumCc from the w^^ple turn of our Saviour's anCwer^ that there 
waiftillafpirit o{ ambition abput him; and that he had ftill a 
cpnfnfeq idea of receiving fome great iemp^ral adwmiitge Anom Ma 
atu^chmenl to hia i^a(lc;r.. If fach fclf^ldufibn cooUi enter the 
fim^licity of an apoftleV hwt» with how much oare ought we to 

condefcend 
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condefc^rid to be the loweft oh earift, bfefwe thef 
can exped to be among the highVft in heaven. 
::••• They mv& imitate their 'mafter, who came into the 
#orId not to be received with pomp, but to fpend his 
Kfe in fufferings, and finally to lay it down as a ranfon 
for mankind. 

S9« Jefas, ftill in his road to Jeriifalem, by this time 

had arrived at Jericho, from which '^town a great 

SO* multitude, followed . him. In the road fat two blind 

men, who hearing that he was in the crowd, called 

out to him by the name of the fon of David, and in- 

31, treated him to have mercy on riiem. This loud re* 

queft they continued, though the people rebuked 

jj. their importunity. Jefus, calling them to him^ afked 

jj. what mercy they wiflied to receive? They anfwered, 

34. the recovery of their fight. On this he touched their 

eyes, and they idimediately &w clearly^ and joined 

•the crowd that attended him» . 

CHAP. Soon after Jefus arrived at Bethphage, a town 
^ fituated under the mount of Olives, about two miles 

1.2.3.4.5* ^ from 



29. Jericno wag the fecond cUy ib Paleftine: it was feated under 
hills, in a plain which, for fruitfulnefs, exceeded every part of the 
iioly land. Jofcphus calls \t iuov oc^f ioy^ a heaveoly couutry* 

, 5. Ztch, ix. 9*«— — «• Moft of the prophecies of our bk0ed Sa- 
wur were fulfilled by the intervention of other people^ without 
his owa concurrence Bajt thia Waa fulfilled^ fays the pbjei^br^ 
,l>y himfelf; and certain fy there is no great difficnUy in fulfil. 
ling a prophecy in that way.— —The objc6tor muft con- 
iidcr, that the diief completion Of the pn6phecy hy in the great 
concurrence of other people, which was aecelTary to make up tht 

triumpfai 
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from Jerufalein. From h^nce he fent two of his 6.j.t.^ 
difciples to a neighbouring Tillage^ defcribing in 
what circumftances tbey ihould find an afs with her 
colt; and intruding them what to fay to th^ 
owner if he (houid offer to prevent their bringing 
them. The difciples, following their inftrodionsy 
laid their clothes oh the colt, and fet Jefus upon it $ 
while the people, fpreading their garments, and 
ftrewing leaves and fprigs in the way, attended him 
with a fong of triumph, crying, HoTannah to the fon 
of David, blefled is he that cometh in the name oC 



trhimph ; fo that the prophecy could not haTC been folfille^ by 
himfelf alone. The great credit therefore of Jtfus afiembled the 
multitude tn a manner which no Hher perfon could have done^ 

'i This whole tranfa^ion receives additional .force and pro* 

priety» when we con£der that it waa the realising of a typical 
ceremony, (another mode of prophecy,) which was alwaya 
performed at the feaft of tabernacles. The people at that time 
carried branches of palm and other trces^ (fee Levit. xxiii. 40.) 
with which they ufed to walk in proceCKon, crying Hojannah ; that 
ley faviy I bifeecb ihee. Thtfe words were always applied by the 
Jewiih rabbies to the Meffiah. The people therefore being con* 
Tinced that Jefus was the Meffiaby applied this ceremony dire^y 
to him : and indeed it is evident throughout, that the people 
were all along difpofed to receive him as the Meffiah : which they 
could only be from the miracles which they faw him work, an4 

the prophetic charafttrs which they faw him fulfil. Horfea 

were in little vfe among the Jews, except in war. AH the old 
patriarchs and prophets rode on affes. Deut. xvii. t6 ; and Judg* 
T. io»&c. 

8. It was ufual to fpread garments under great perfonages, and 
cfpccially at the inauguration of kings. *' Then tbey hafied^ and 
took every man his garmenit and ftU si tinder hsnif (that is, under 
Jehui) ai the top ofthejlairs ; ana blew with trumfhets^ fiying^ J^hk 

u iwg- % Kings ix. ,13. JUoJg^i which is rendered % 

branch^ iignifies properly a Jltght tmgf or the firft year's fhootf 
which may eafily be broken. St. Mark (xi. 8.) ufes the word 
fTotgaitH* which has nearly the fame meaiUDg. *^Sranebei from thi 
tree*, woold entangle paflcBgers. 

T0L.I. G flic 
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the Lord ; Hofannah in the higheft. Thus was ful* 
filled the prophecy of Zechariah, Tell ye the daughter 
of Sion, behold thy king cometh unto thee meek and lowly ^ 
fitting upon an afs^ and a colt the foal of an afs. 
la. In this manner Jefus entering Jerufalem, the 

whole city was in commotion, every one inquiring 
who he was ? To which inquiry voices from every 

11. part' of the crowd were heard. This is Jefus, the 

12. prophet of Nazareth of Galilee f. — — At the temple 
Jefus alighted, and, paifing through the outward 
court, was difgufted at feeing it occupied by buyers 

and 



f This triumphant entry of our Saviour into Jerufalem was fo 
totally difiPerent from every adlion of his humble life, that there 
inuft have been fome very particular reafon for it* It may be 
conjedured that as Jefus was now about to finifh the great fcheme 
of the redemption of mankind by his death and refarreftion* he 
might chufe to make thofe wonderful events as public as poffible, 
that all mankind might be witneiFes of them. For the fame 
rea(bn it may be fuppofed* our bleifed Saviour chofe to fiiffer at 
the time of the paflbver, not only to fulfil more appofitely the 
type of the pafphal lamb ; but alfo becaufe Jerufalem was then 
crowded with ftrangers, to whom this event ftill farther notified 
him» 

12. Thefe people fold oxen, fheep, doves, and other things 
ncccflary for the lacrifices of the temple, on the pretence of fur- 
nishing a ready convenience to the people. — The money-changer 
was ncceflary to convert into current coin the fevcral kinds of 
foreign money which were brought by profelytes from various 
parts of the empire. But as our Saviour thought all this trafik: 
was improperly carried on within the precin6ts of the temple, 
and alfo difhoneftly conduced, he judged it right to put a ftop 

to it. Some in^rpreters fuppofe that no miracle was here 

intended ; but that the buyers and fellers duril not refill Jefus, 
then at the head of fo powerful a body of people. — I am not fond 
of reprefenting our bleffed Saviour in any light in which vio« 
lencc is concerned. I think it prefents a grander idea to fuppofe 
that Jefus awed them into fubmiliion by the dignity of his per* 
fon and behaviour. It is not uncomo^on to fee a multitude flruck 
««irith awe on the appcarancip of a perfon whom they rcfpedl. 
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and fellers ; all of whom he drove out ; faying. It is . xs* 
written. My houfe (hall be called a houfe of prayer j 
but you have made it a den of thieves. 

The fame of his entrance into Jefufalem having 14* 
foon fpread through the city, numbers of fick people 
were brought to him in the temple, as had been lifual 
ia all other places ; and, with the fame kindnefs and 
compaffion, he healed them. 

The Scribes and chief priefts, who had treated 15- "^•'7< 
Jefus with fo much feverity at a diftance, could not be 
fuppofed to be indiflferent to thefe uncommon pro- 
ceedings in the very place of their jurifdi£tion. They 
aflembled, therefore^ about him ; and not daring to 
apply any dired force, afked him. Whether he coun- 
tenanced all that noife and clamour which the people 
and children made around him ? Jefus, reminding 
them of a paflage in the Pfalms, Out of the mouth rf 
babes and fucklings thou haft perfected fraife^ left then|. 
to apply it ; and retired to Bethany, a village about a 
^le from Jerufalem. 



We have a cdebrated inftance of it in our own hiftory in the cafe 
of Richard II. who, though a mere youth, by a fingle effort of 
his own, awed into fubmiffion an armed and enraged multitude. 
Much more may we fuppofe the divine appearance of Jefus might 
awe a venal fet of people^ convided by their own confciences ; 
and who we have no reafon to believe were very numerous. We 
Icnow that the divine appearance and dignity of Jefus had that 
effe6l, foon after, even on a band of armed foldiers : (John xviii. 6.) 
We know alfo that Jefus himfelf, on another occafion, difclaimed 
all human afHilance : If my kingdom were of this worlds then would 
tny fervants Jighty that I fhotddnot he delivered to the Jews : but novf 
is my kingdom not from hence, John xviii. 36. 

13. Sec Ifa. Ivi. ^. Jer« vii. ji* 

16, Pf. viiL 2, 

G 2 In 
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^i8#:^9« ^^ ^® Bibrnmg he returned lo the city; and, in 
his way, took an opportunity, from a barren fig-tree, 
which flood near the road, to give his difciples, at 
this approaching time of trial, a vlfible inftance of the 
nature of faith. On his finding the fig-tree flourifli- 
ing in appearance, but without fruit, he forbad it ever 

so.2i.2a. again to bear any; and the difciples exprefling their 
furprife on feeing it wither, Jefus exhorted them to 
confider what they had feen as an emblem of barren 
faith : implying, that when faith was accompanied with 
works, as the tree fhould be with fruit, there w^a 
nothing fo difficult which it might not effect ; as there 
was nothing more efficacious with God, than prayer 
founded on faith, 

^3* As foon as Jefus entered Jerufalem, he. went into 

the temple, and began to teach the people. But the 
Scribes and Pharifees interrupted him; and gather- 
ing round> dcfired he would inform them by what 
authority he aded in fo commanding a manner ? ■ 
94* Jefus, knowing it was in vain to reafon with them, 
aj. anfwered them by a queflion. Tell me firfl, faid he» 
whether you confider the miffion of John the Baptift 
as divine or human I This queflion, in fad, included 



t This idea indeed is not expreflcd in our SaTiour's words ; but 
It is fo Rrongly implied in the circumilance of the adson, as to 
render words needlcfs. — Remowng a mouniam is only an eafterQ 
figure for perforoiincr a difficult matter. Ben Azzai, fay the Tal- 
mudiils, was fo protpund a teacher, that tkre was no^t m his dajit 
fuch another rodir up ofmounlasns as he. See Lightfoot's Hcb. and 

Talm. cxer. ▼. ii p. 228. It is to be remembered alfo that 

fuch a prayer as is here fuppoftd, wiU wttt be dircftcd to im- 
proper objc6U. 
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an anf^et ; for whatever was the authority oF Jobn^ 
fuch alfo was the authority of Jefus. It perplexed 
the Pbarifeesy therefore^ not a little. If we fhall aq* 
knowledge^ fatd they, the mldion of John to be di<* 
viae, it immecHately recurs, why then do you not be* 
lieve in Chrift, wfaofe authority he proved ? Oh the 26. 
other hand, if we declare we believe it human, we ar^ 
in danger from the multitude ; for the people believe 
John to have been a true prophet. They anfwered, 27. 
therefore, they could not telL It is to no purpofe 
then, faid Jefiss, for me to give you any farther anfwer 
to the queftion you. demand* 

Jefus then fpoke the &llDw!ng parable : A certaid 28. 
man had tW4> fons, whom he. ordered to work in hi^ 
tiheyard. One of them at ,firfl: refufed ; but after- "> t^ 
wards coming to hknfelf, he repented, and went. The 30* 
other with grsat reverence, received his father's or« 
die^s } but, m the end, never went into the vineyard 
at all. WMch now, continued Jefus, was die xnxitk 
obedient fon- ? -~— • The formw", undoubtedly, ib^ jr. 
f^d. -p— ^-^ J^s, thm, in very plain language, gave 
them to uhderfiand, this was jnft the cafe between 
the Gentile world and them — and that, in fad, their 
heathen neighbours were better difpofed than they 
were to embrace the gofpel. Tou, faid he, will ftot 32. 



^ .. 
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31 i From tlfc i^cntion made of puhUcam ami harlot t^ onf (hould 
rather be led to fuppofe that Jefus meant to (hew the chief pneftk 
«i>d elders, that fuch a« they efteemtd the m'oft profligare, were 
D^reir the Jiitig(iom of heaven than they were: but from the drffl 
cyf the pAraye; and the allttfen to two fonsy (as iuL^kexv. liw) 
it rather appears as. if Jefus meant an oppofition'botwfaeii^tbe'Jeivi 
and Geniiles, Sec alfo vcrfe 43 of this chapter. 

G v3 even 
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even acknox;7ledge the divine miffion of John^ which 
the mofl: adandoned of the people acknowledged. 

33* Jefus then, by an apt fimilitude, repreftaited ta 

them their behaviour to God under the difpenfation 
both of the law and the gofpel. ■ ■ A houfeholderi 
£ud he, planted a vineyard ; and having fenced it» 
and fumiflied it with every thing proper, put it into 
34 35*3^- the hands of labourers, and took a journey. At the 
feafon, he fent different fervants, at different times, 
to colled the fruits. But the labourers treated them 
all with indignity and cruelty, and even put feme of 

37- them to death. At laft, be fent his fon, not doubting 
biit they would ihew him a proper refped. But it 

3^' fell out otherwife. The labourers thinkii^, if they 

39* fliould deftroy the heir, the inheritance Ihould be 

4P* theirs,, killed even the fon himfelf. — — What, there- 
fore, added Jefus, ihall the mafter of the vineyard do 

4^- to. thdfe wicked labourers?— -No doubt, faid the 
Phanfees, he will punifli them with juft fe verity,, and 

4^* fend other labourers into his vineyard. ■ Did you 
never read, continued Jefus, that the Jhne which the 
iuilders rejeSled^ is bec/ome the chief Jione in the comer ; 



: 33, Our Saviour obliquely gives the form of a prophecy to thu 
parable, which is copied, with a very few alterations, fronj the 
5th chapter of Ifaiah. ~— Digging winc-prcffcs. Sir J. Chardio 
ikj%r-'^-SsSii pra&ifed in -Perfia^ . ^ _. 

37. // may h, they will reverence my fon. This is merely an oma- 
inental circumftance ; for we aveafTured Godfocefaw the death ot 

Chria. 

> • 

• 41. Bowycr conjefbircs, that ^vyaavi eunu fhould be omitted. 
The fenfe will then be, H^iat nvUl he do to thofe hu/hmdmaif, He 
wUdefiroyi &c. This makes thc'pafiage a^e«. with Luke xx« 
16. ^vrfiere the chief priefts anCwer, (To^J^riia/ . 

42. Ffa. cxviii. 22. .' 
' • ft • . uniting 
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uniting the different parts of the building together I 
He then told them, that if they continued thus hard* 43* 
ened, all offers of grace fhould be taken from them, and 
given to thofe who would except them with gratitude ; 
and that, in the end, if they continued impenitent, 44* 
the weight of that corner ftone, which they had fo 
long defpifed, would fall upon them, and finally crufh 
them. ■ This converfation, fo plainly dire&ed 4J^ 
againft the chief priefts and Pharifees, incenfed them 
to fuch a degree, that they wiflied to apprehend Jefus ; 46* 
but durft not do it at fo public a feafon, becaufe of the 
people, who confidered him with the higheft venera* 
tion as a prophet. 

On another occafion, about this time, Jefus repre- CHAP. 

XXII 

Tented to the Pharifees the danger of reje£ting the . 
gofpel, unda* the following fimilitude. ■ ■ ■ A prince, i. 
faid I^, on. the marriage of his fon, made a feaft ; ?. 3.4*5 -^^ 
and when it ^^as ready, fent his fervants to call the 
guefts whom 'he had invited. But they, inftead of 
accepting the invitation, made light excufesj and 
fome of them even ill-treated his fervants. The 7.8.9.10. 
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44. This alludes to the judicial manner of ffoning among the 
Jewsy which was not (as was fometimes done in a tumultuary way) 
by pelting with ftones, but performed thus : The witneifes flood 
on a place about twelve or fourteen feet high : the criminal was 
laid in a proper fituation below. The firft witnefs endeavoured 
to crufh him with a large flone ; but if that had not its efFeA, they 
threw upon his heart a ftone as much as two men could lift. See 
Xiightfooti Vii. p. 229. 

I* He fent out bis troops and deflroyed thofe murderers p and iumt 
their city* ^ This feems to allude to the.Koman army deftroying 
J.erufalem. If fo> we have at once a parable and a prophecy. 

G 4 prince. 
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prince, itd^exifisdat their behavioiir, ifiued^ at thefiUne 

^ •" ^ time,, an. order toponiih. ifaofe vricked people, and 

an intitafaxm to other guelb. The finrants accord's 

ipgly. gathered all they found, from the road$, and 

other places of public refort, till the room, was eiitiiieLy; 

r1.12.13. filled* The.kihg then coining in to fee his guefts^ ob« 

ferved a.peifon. who, had not. had the precl^ution to pu( 

on. a weddtng^garment. He accofted htm iii fuch laiH 

guage as was due ; and finding liim without, exciife, 

14" he puniflied him as he deferved. From hence- JFdtis 

gave> his hearers to underfland, that every, one was 

not among the righteous, wit^y in dpfeatancej aciefUd 

the call. 

15^16.174 The Pharifees, highly ix^ritated at tbefe difcourfes, 
and finding, the difficuhy of e&ding any thing h^ 
violence againft Jefus, wifhed . to infnare him in his 
. difcourfie; and, if pofiible, to find fuch matter as 
might be produced againft him befizre the Roman 
governor. It was a great queftioh among the . Jews^ 
at tb^t time, whether, as God's peculiar people, they 



12. This parable was mtended chiefly to fhcw the Jew8» that 
the offers of grace which they reje£)ed» (hould be made to the 
Gcatiles. £ut th.^. latter part of it might be meant to check the 
prefumptioD of all pretenders to God's favour without endeavoui;* 
mg to defcrve it. — It was cuftomary for the bridegroom to prqjarc 
garments for his guefts. This man is fuppofed in the parable to 
have intruded without that requifite. 

16, Thia queftipp ^was firft.raifed b)t Ju4as of Galilee, wkp 
fufPercd for it in' an infurredion. It was Rill hojwever, a p9P|al|r 

queiljon. The Hergdians are n^entioned in .the text as.accom- 

panyii;ig' the Pharifecs. As they were' violent party-men under 
Herod, Iq upholding the Roman powh'^ they were well^chofen 
witnefies to bt prefent at the confetjence. 

ought 
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dught to acknoi8vledge any temporal prince ? It was 
a dangerous queftion aifo ; as adecifion, on one fide 
might irritate the Romans ; and, on the other, the 
Jews. With this infnaring inquiry, therefore, the 
Pharifees difpaCched ibme artful men to Jefus, who^ 
pretending great devotion to him on the account of his 
wifdom and fanAity^ afked him, as if to fettle their 
own consciences. Whether it were lawful to pay tribute 
to Caefar ? ■ Jefus, knowing their infidious defign, i8. 19. 
bad them fliew him the tribute-money* On their so. 
producing a Roman penny, he aiked whofe image 
and inCcription it bore ? They anfwered, Caefar's« 
Give then to Caefar, replied Jefus, the things which n* 
are Casfar's, and to God the things which are God's« 
■ ■ ' An anfwer fo full of caution, propriety, and 2^. 
wifdom, aftonifhed and filenced them« 

Thefe people had not long left him> when a body 23. 
of Sadducees came forward. The Sadducees did not 
bdUeve a future (late i and brought a queftion, which 
apfieared to them . a direct proof of their opinion. 
Mailer, faid they, Mofes enjoins that if a man die 24* 



19. The pfnQy^ or denarius^ is a fmall filver coin, fomewhat 
licaWerthan a (ixpence, though not fo broad. Numbers of them 
are founds m this day, in various parts of England and other 
placea were the. Rofnaos have been ilationed. The denarius was 
worth about feven-pence halfpenny of our money* 

21. Our Saviour- fcems to anfwer wiih purpofed ambiguity,^ 
He neither, acknowledges nor denies the right of the Romans to 
impofe a tribute on the Jews: and the wifdom of his anfwer con- 
fiftsin Ua^in^ them to {fUl their own conftrudlion on his words. 
Whofe is this image and fuper fcription ? they fay, Csefar's, If 
yo4i acknowledge it to be Cc£ir'9> then give it to Csefar. 

without 
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without liTue, his brother ihali many his iividow, to 

tji^iS.zj^ continue the family. Now we can produce an infta&ce 

of feven brethren, who had the fame wife, one after 

28. another. If there be a future ftate^ therefore, we 
(hould be glad to know, which of thofe feven bre- 
39. 30. tbren fhould claim the woman i Jefus told thefn, their 
ignorance pi^oceeded entirely from their under(Unding 
neither the "Will of God, as revealed in the fcriptures, 
nor his power* The (late of the next world, he 
kiformed^ them, was not to be upheld by marriage, 

jt. which ceafed after this life. He then added, in 
oppoiition to their general principle, that, if they be- 
lieved in Mofes, they mufl: alfo believe kia fii^ure 

32. (fate. What does God mean, laid he, when he de^ 
dares. himfelf to be the God of Abraham, the God 
of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob ? Yoii cannot fuppofe 
hat he would flile himfelf the God of, dead people ; 
but of thofe patriarchs who were ftill in a ftate of 
cxiftence. 



• • 



33. Thefe things having been faid before the multi* 

lude, greatly raifed their admiration of Jefus. But 

34-55.36. the Pharifees wer6 differently affefted. When they 



' ^2. Our Saviour 'here reafons with the Sadducees froyi Mofes 
(Exod. ill. 6.) as ihef acknowledged only the Pentateuch. - 

35' There feems t6 be fome diffictilSy m this pafTa^c. It doc« 
not well appear how the queftion was infidious ; unlefs on fofflc 
■fiich fuppomion as I have made in the text. -^ (See a note on the 
^rallel pafiage in St. Mavk, xiiv 2S.) This fuppofition feetna 
the better grounded, as in the very next chapter oor Saviour 
msrkes the lame diftinaian. Te fay fifhfi ^ nutd^ and amife^ ami 
-eummm ; and omit the 's^ightier matters ufthe iaw^ judgment ^ mercy ^ 
andjaiihi Thefe tmghl ye to^ have dOkei and not to kave the viber 
undone^ Matt. xxii^. 23. 

faw 
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faw the Sadducees thus filenced, they gathered again sy^S.jjFt 
about him ; and one of them, with an infidious in- 
tention, afked him, which was the great - point in the 
law ? having an eye, probably, to fome populaor op- 
nions about the ceremonial law« But Jefus, referring 
him to the moral part of it, laid the ftrefs on love to 
God and man ; to eftablifh which great points, he 4^* 
iaid, the ceremonies of the law and the writings of 
the prophets entirely tended. 

Jefus then turning to the Pharifees, aiked. them, 41* 42* 
what their opinion was of the Meiliab, as predi&ed 
by the prophets; and particularly, whofe fon he 
was? They anfwered, without all doubt the fon 

of David. How is it then, faid Jefus, that David, 43* 44» 

fpeaking of the Mefiiah, in the fpirit of prophecy^ 
calls him Lordj faying. The Lord faid unto my. - 45. : 
hordj Jit thou on my right hand^ till 1 make, thine 
enemies thy footjiool ? How can he at the fame time 
be David's fuperior and inferior, exifting before 
David and aft^r him? ^The Pharifees, unable to 46^ 
aiifwer this queftion, were confounded; and from 
this time made no farther attempt to enfnare him in 
his difcourfe. 



I • 



* 37. TbcfOre t)f God is one point only of the la\ir — yet if yoa 
'keep It, you will naturally be led to fulw livery other. So. of thte 
Yeconc) coihiiijKidrtic*ft'(ver. jg.) thougji^the love of our neighbour 
'«lf0 18 only one point, yet it will natf6nilly ctigage us to fulBl every 
other foetal duty; as Wplained*in Romans xiit.' 9.- loi-i—* iThe 
.^paflkgea of^'thtilaw, t6 whtd^ OUK SavMr^lMts^'art Deut^ w. 5.; 
*«ndLtvit.'*tx:i8. * . u^ u 

44, Pfa. ex. I. ' »'* ' ' * ' 

' • v! Jefus 



9* 



ST. MATTHEW. 



I. 

••1 



e»AP. J«fui having tfabs filenced tiw ScribfcS a&d ^;» 
*"^ rifees^ thought it right to give the people a ji^ 
notion of them and their do&rine* While theji 
Gontimied therefore oti the . fpoc be told his difc^les^ 
and the multttade around him, that they ought to 
obey the Scribes and Pharifees, as ruler executiA^ 
the law of Mofes : but take care^ faid he» how yoa 
follow their example. Their a&ibns and thdir pret 
cepts totally diflfen However ftri£k they rtay be to 
others, with regard to themfelves they are ftifli* 
ciendy remifs. The praife of men is all thdy fe^hw 
For this they add breadth to their pbyladeriefr and 
depth to their fringes; For this they feek the higheft 
feats at entertainments, and in the fynagogues c ft>r 
this they: give each other founding titles, and r6(^>e£b» 
••4»io. able falutations: but do not you affefb &ch.di£- 
tinftions. Be you huinble and lowly-minded^' aa4 
refer all praife to God. To him every degrees of 
felf-exaltation is diipleafing. . 

Then turning again to- the Scribes and Phari^i^ 
Highly guilty, faid he^ are you in the eye o£ God* 



5- 
6. 



II. 12, 
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. .3., It is.iDore pjX>^3We that our Saviour alludes here to the juS'^ 
eiai capacity of the Scribes and Pharifees. As teachers 0/ the law 
he often reprimands ibem. 

5. The phyUdery wajs' a fcrap of parcbfncQt ^ivTcrtbcd . with 
fome paflagie from the taw of Mofes, which the PKarifee (fater'* 
pretihg h'terally Deut. v{. S, and other <(imilar paffaj^cd) wone 
-on the front of his cap. The fringe was ordered by Mo&s^ as 
-we cead in Numbers xt. 38. He therefore who wore his pky^« 
ittA&ry and his hlagtoi the largeft fize^ was thought to be, t|ve 
greateft devotee. The phyla6):ery became afterwards- 'SUitter.ijf 
fuperftitiOQ ia driving away devib| &c, 

Q ' For 



CHAP xxn, $1 

for oppofing his laft great difpenfation in the gofpel. 

bs graaous oflFers you will neither yourfelves accept^ 

9br fuffer others. You hypocriticai guides, who fub- <4« 

ftitute long prayers in the room of works of charity ; 

and make profelytes only with a view to propagate 15. 

impiety. •«-— What abfurd diftindions make you in 16.17. !«/• 

oaths ? How can you conceive, that an oath by the ^9«*<>'*'' 

money given to the temple, or by the gift otx the 

altar, is binding ; while oaths by the temple, or altar 

themfelves, (which, in faft, confecrate both) are iti- 

valid? Be aflured, that he who fweareth by the 

creature (be it under any denomination) fweareth 

alfo by the Creator. —— Look into your guilty lives, t^.i^t^ 

you hypocrites. See with what exaftnefs you per* 

£orm each lefs important ceremony ; yet how lax you 

are, at the fame time in every moral duty. Your 

outward deportment is all religious ; while the (en* 

timents of your hearts are polluted with every im« 

purity. Like adorned fepulchres, your outfide iti 17. 28. 



lilWtp 



15. Horace alludes to this fpirit of making profelytes among 
the Jews, 

Ac veluli tc 

Jud^t^ cogemus in banc concedere turbam. 

Hoa. Sat. i. 4. 

x6. The Jews had ftrange and abfurd diftinf^ions about oaths, 
gi appears from various parts of the Talmudic writings. 

23. Tithe was paid for the fervice of the temple. The fcru« 

{ulous esadnefs therefore in paying it| was confidered by the 
'harifees as the perfedion of religion. 

94. Strmn oyi a gnai^ rather than ^rtnh at a gnai^ 

95* Te mah chan thf onffidi of the cup and platUft htt wUbittp 
ftc. This is not fpoken literally, but is a fimile or parable, 
xeprefenting the difference between their outward demeanor and 
their hearts. 

27. Sepulchres in the eaft. Dr. Shaw tells ue, are fiiU adorned 
vitb great care* 

■ ^ fair; 
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d9.30.31. ^r; your infide mere corruption* • Too bialdthe 
tombs of the prophets^ and acknowledge yourfelves 
to be the children of thofe who put them to deaths 
and yet exceed even your fathers in wickednefs. 
32. 33* Your hypocrify indeed may deceive men, but will 
84*35«3<^- not enable you to efcape the juftice of God. Apof- 
tles and righteous teachers (hall be fent among you ; 
but you fhall treat them as your fathers did the pro«< 
phets of old — that all the holy blood that hath been 
' {bed in the world may be required of this finful na« 
S7> tion t* ■ O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou city pol- 
luted with wickednefs, how often |have I called thee 
to repentance ! and made thee the tendered and 

38, kindeft offers of mercy ! but all in vain. Thy de* 

39. folation is at hand. That awful hour approaches^ 
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2g. Jofephus fays, that Herod was at great expence in beaa- 
tifyiog the fepulchre of David ; to which St. Peter alludeGf A&9 
ii. 29. 

'• 32;*flow7cr conjefhnrsrtharjiJ// ye up, (hould rather be in the 
future ; ye will Jill up. 

3 J. It 18 a great queflioR who Zacharias the Ton of Barachiat 
was. What makes it a difficulty, is an account we have in Jofe- 
phus of the death of a Zacharias in a future period, attended 
with circuinftances very fimilar to thefe of the evangelift. Of 
this the deift takes advantage. The evan^elift, fays he, could 
not write at the time he pretends, becau^ he alludes to a h€t 
which happened thirty years after. — I>r. Lardner, in the firft vo^ 
lume of his CredibiK feems to fettle very fatisfadlorily> that 
our Saviour alludes to that Zacharias of whom we have an account 
2 Chron. xxiv. 20. 

f TKis fevere inveftive of our bleifed Saviour againft the 
Scribes and Pharifees, muft not be a pattern to us — He knew 
the hearts of men. — — Beiides, we muft didinguifh between what 
be faid as a prophet, and what he faid as inftrudlion to us. The 
prophet denounced God's vengeance againft the wicked. Of 
this we have many injlances in the Old reflament^ and a few in 
the New. 

when 
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tdien thy caliaLmities fliall at length draw from thee an 
acknowledgment of the truths 

Jefus having faid thefe things, left the multitude, ,C H A P. 
tod retired. As he went out of the temple, his dif- ^jLJ[j^ 
ciples obferved to him the grandeur of its various 1.2. 
buildings. Grand as they were, he faid, the time 
approached when one ftone (hould not be left upon " 
another. He then afcended the mount of Olives, 5-^ 
and fitting down in full view of the temple, and all 
ks fplendid buildings, his difciples continued the 
difcourfe, and defired to know, what figns (hould 
point out the ruin of the Jewifh nation, and the ^nd 
of all things ? 

In the firft place faid Jefus, guard againft decep- A* S-^ 
tion : for many falfe Meifiahs fhall arife, and miilead 
jnankind by their delufions^ Wars and famines, 6.7-8. 

peftilences 



2. There is no occafion to confider tliis as fpoken literaUy^ 
and yet we are aflured by hiftorians that it was aimojl Uterally ful- 
filled. Jofephus tells us^ that Titus ordered his foldiers to dig up 
and overthrow (xaTatrxa^rre^v) the whole temple, except three 
towers, which he left as a monument of its greatnefs. 

3. Jerufalem was built on a hill, oppofite to which was another 
hill, called the mount of Olives. The valley of Cedron ran be- 
twixt them. The foot of the mount of Olives therefore approached 
very near Jerufalem» though fome of its more retired parts were 
at a confiderable diftance. 

5. The difciples probably had but a confufed idea of the qiieiv 
tion. They might have refpeft to that general reftitution which 
the Jewifh dodiors cxpefted after the times of the Mefliah ; or 
they might fuppofe that the deftruBlon of Jerufakniy and the end 
of all things J were concomitant events. Their divine mafter, how- 
ever, feem to take their queftion literally, as if it included two 
loquiries* I have endeavoured in the following notes to mark the 
limits of each. 

7. All thefe figns in an eminent degpree preceded the >de- 
ilru&ion of Jeriifalem. Wars, famines^ pefUleflces, and eartK-* 

<^uctke6 
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$• II. lo. peftilences and earthquakes fliall precede that grett 
' ^ ^ defolation« You alfo (hall be the fcorn of bad men, 
who will treat you with every indignity, and pot you 
. to death* You fhall fee alfo a great defertion of the 
truth. Yet amidft all thefe falfe prophets and falfe 
profcfifors, the gofpel ihall have made its way even 
among the Gentiles, before that great event fhall be 
accoippliihedf. Then (hall you fee the abomination 
of defolation fpoken of by Daniel — ^ the armies and 
images of heathen nations advancing round the city« 

15.x6.T7* jj^nd }e( all who believe thefe prophetic warnings, fly 
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quakes are all mentioned. Jofcphus is full of prodigies which 
preceded this dreadful event ; and even the juaick>us Tacitus, 
(Hif. V. 13.) thus fpeakes of them: ** Many prodigies alfo ap<« 
peared, Dvnich a fuperftitious people, averfe to the rites of 
religion, refufed to expiate. HoiU of men, with glittering 
armB, were fcen engaging in the lieavens; while the whole 
temple feemed on fire. Its gates were hurft opeti : and a 
voice more than human refounded over the city. The Geds have 
kft yon. Tumultuous noifes of multitudes rufhing out were 
at the fame inftant heard/* -^ — And with regard to the wars| 
with which the whole empire was at that time fhaken^ Tacitus 
fays, that, Totitis orbu mutJtone fortuna impern tranpit, ^— As to 
impoftcrs and falfe prophets, which our Saviour emphatically 
takes notice of, it was indeed chiefly through their delufions and 
promifes of deliverance, that the Jews were 'incited to thofe fre- 
'quent rebellions which at length fo highly inccnfed the Romans 
againft them* See Ads xxi. 38. and Jofeph. de Bell. Jud* ii, 

f See Rom. x. i8. Coloff. 1. 6« 23. 

15. See Dan ix. 27. This abomination probably refers to the 
Jetting up of heathen idols in the temple. 

16 Jofc^phus and Eufebius both inform us, that numbers of 
Chriilians fled from the calamities of the firge; and the latter 
cxprefbly mentions Pella, a town on the banks of Jordan, where 
they found an afylum. 

2C. Pray that y&ur fight h not in the mnter. The Talmudifti 
exprefs khrmlelves to the fame effe^k. The Lnwd Jhenjted merey en 
JJracU Ihey Jhould have been carried away to Babylon in the tenth 
month f Hichen all would httve feri/hed by the winter i b9t Q^froht^ed 
the time i and they weri led awt^ im the fitmmfir4> 

from 
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fVom tUts devoted jdac^, and pray to God to alleviate 
calamities which (hall be greater than the world ever 
before £iw; but which God will gracioufly ttf- 
minaie, in his appointed time, for the fake of his 

pious fervaints. But above all things, take care 33. 24. 

not to be led away by the delufions of fisilfe Chrifts, 

and £ilie prophets, wht) fliall endeavour to deceive 

even thole who are eftabliflied in the faith. I have 25.26.27. 

already warned you againft them; wherever they are 

pointed out to you^ in the defert, or in the city, be« 

lieve them not. The coming of the x^al Mef&ah, 

like lightning, prevades every part of the world ; 



23, 24. Some interpreters do not fuppofe this to be a repetition ; 
but that as the former falfe prophets appeared as figns before the 
ficffc, thefe appeared during the continuance of it. It is true fuch 
falTc pretenders did anTe ^luring the iiegc ; but 1 think our Saviour 
ftill fpeaks of the former. All Chrifltans were exprefsif warned 
to fij from the ^tgt ; and as we are afiured they did, they were in 
no danger of being dcceiYed by any frffe prophets afitr the fiege 
had commenced. 

28. If I be not fatisRed with the interpretation orthtsTerfe* 
which I have here offered, I muft own, I am as" little fo with 
the ufual interpretations. I cannot think that the eagles here are 
meant to denote either the fwiftnefs of the Mcffiah's coming, or 
the Roman ftandards, on which eagles were pouftrayed. Perhaps 
the bed fenfe of all is, that it is a proverbial expreffion, fignifying» 
that wherever the enemies of religion are, there, at fome time 
or other, the vengeance of heaven will overtake them^ of which 
Jertifalem (hould be a fignal example. — But though this interpre* 
tation may agree perhaps better with the ivords^ yet the interpre- 
tation I have given feems to agree better with the context; in which 
our Saviour is oppofing the. true Chrift to the falfe pretenders 
that ihouYd arife. — This interpretation, I think, feems to have 
ilruck Mr. Addifon as the juft one : it is probable he alludes to 
this paffage, and to this explanation of it, in the following words: 
** How elfe, during the apoftles lives, could Chriftianity have 
fpread kfrlf wkh foch amasing progrefs through the feverai na* 
tions of the Roman empire i How oould it fly like lightning, and 
carry convidtoa with it from one end of the earth to the other ?^* 
Addifon'a £vid<Dce9» 4&ew 

Vol. I. H while 
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while falfe Mefliahs, Uke eagles flocktog 4fcf thar 
prey, have always fomc quarry or partial end in riew. 
*9-3o«3^* ■ Then will approach the awful time, when nature 
diiOblving, and all the tribes of the earth uiQurDiog in 
confcious guilt, the fon of God will fend forth his 
heavenly minifters, and make the grand feparation of 

3*- 33- good and bad. Thus, as: the budding of the tree 

. ihews you the approach of fumiper, fo let the Cgns I 

have given you point- out that great event, about which 

J4- 35- you inquire. Nor is it far diftant. This generation, 

be affured, (hall fee it fulfilled. 

3^- AstOtthat other great event, the end of all things^ 

God hath referved that as a fecret with himfelf. Be 

the 



31. From the fuddcn . deftrudion of Jcrufalcm here firft ouf 
Saviour ^whofe condant pradiice it was to draw every fabje^ to 
Come ufeful point) feems to make a traiifnion to the end of the 
world ; and to temporal death, which may be confidered as the 
end of the world to every individual. The idea which feems 
particularly to llrike him, and give occafion to the tran(itioo» is 
the feparation which (hould be made between tliofe who (hould 
i>e dellroyed in the (lege of Jerufalem, and thofe who fhould 
efcape from it. — If the reader wlihes to fee an ample and very 
fatisf'a£iory accouat nf the prophetical mode of blending different 
fubjedls, and of pafiing with rapidity from one to another, he 
)fnay find it in Bilhop Lowth's note on the 13th verfe of the 52d 

chapter of Ifaiah. Some interpreters conceive^ that in thcfe 

paflagfs our Saviour confiders the deilrudkion of Jerofalem as a 
type of the conclufion of all things; and in this view mixes the 
colours of both caiaftrophes together. It is not indeed very caff 
to make the feparation. Thofe grand images employed in the 
29th verfe, the fun Jha II he darkened'^ the moohjhall not ghfc her 
lights and the Jiars /hall fall from heaven — are certainly ir.uch ufcd 
by the prophets to denote the fall of nations. See Ifa. xiii. 2o.*— 
^xxiv. 4. Ezek, xxxii. 7. — Joel ii. 30. 

36. Some very judicious' critics make the words n^iM^^ vcaam 
refer^ as 1 have here referred them» not to the preceding vcrfes» 
but. to the coDcluiioo of the- 31 ft verfe.— -Indeed, I think, k 
rather implies a coatradidiooy if it be <Hhcrwiic^ for our Savioor 

^7» 
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the time, however, when it may, it will come , ftid- • 
denly on the world. The days of Noah are an em* 3^.38. 39. 
blem of that great and awful vifitatioo* Carelefs and 
inattentive, the .bufy world was then employed .in all 
the ordinary offices of life, when the flood came fud-. 
denly upon them^ and fwept them away. Such alfo 40. 41. 
(ball be that other great event -— fudden, and, in ap** 
pearance, undiftinguiflung, carrying off and leaving : 

behind people in outward circumftances exactly the, 
lame.— —Be, therefore, continually on your guard.. 4*-4S' 
If the hour of death had been pointed out to man, 
he would have been fatisfied merely with a partial 
vigilance. But it is God's will that the hour fhould 44> 
be concealed, that man may alvsrays be ready. ' Let 4S* 
each of you, therefore, endeavour to be that faithful ^ 

fteward, with whom his lord (hall intruft his family- 
affairs. Bleffed and kindly rewarded fhall that fervant ^6, 47^ 
be, whom his lord, when he cometh fuddenly, fhall 
find in his duty^ On the other hand, if he fhall 48. 
wickedly encourage himfelf in the hopes of his lord's 
delay ; and, inftead of employing his time properly, 49. 
fhall fpend it in ads of intemperence and oppreflion ; 
his lord fhall come fuddenly upon him, sind appoint 50. 51. 
him that punifhment which he hath fo well deferved. 



Tays plainly that the de(lru6^ion of Jerufalem (hould happen 
during this generation How then could he fay the time was a 
fecret ^*— Some have held, that w^cy fignifies here (aa it does 1 Cor. 
ii. 2.) \o m^ke knoivnt ox declare; but I think we need no fuch 
declaration to fhcw the abfiudity of fuppofing that men could 
make kno*am or declare either the lad judgment or the deftru^iooi of 
Jerufalem. 

5.1. Cutting a/under was a punifhment literally ufed by fomc ty- 
rantR. Muttos hoiielli ordinia medios ferra diiTecuit. 3uetoD. iki. 
rit4 Calig. ' 

H 2 Tea 
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CHAP. Ten vii-gins, faid hfu'Sy totiAnmng therobjed, toot 
*^ ' their lamps to meet the brictegroom itt a marmge' 
ceremony. Such of tfaeni as were prudent-, took with 
them a-fopply of oil, which the others had Ntiegk^led^ 
S* Fn the tneati time, till the proceflkm approached, they 
*• repofed. But in the middle of the orght, fudden ft©- 
7- tice was given of the tnridegrooiii'i cbmiflg. Ott this 

, * * 

8. 9. 10. all the virgins arofe fpeedBy ^to trim their lamps. The 
wife were inftantly ready ; but the itttprtBdeat virgins 
Were throwfi Into great confufion. Then firft they 
^colleded their negleft. Their lamps were expfring, 
and they had tto oil to rcfrefh them. While they en- 
deavoured to procure a f apply, the bridegroom ea* 
^"^ tered ; fhe4oor was (hut, and aH admittance denied* 

' r i. ' 

13. ' Be you, therefore, prepared, added Jefus, an<f 
always ready ^ for you know not at what hout you may 
be called. 

14. 15. And that you may always be prepared, t^ke cire 
touie thofe.blefSngs, whatever they are, which God 
hath given you, to the beft advantage,. €k)d's diG. 
pfenfations to man, with regard to his various gif», 
fnay be thus illuftrateA — — A matter of a femily, 
going from home, left in the hands of his fervant^ 



^K\ 



• t — 



6. JewIHi marriages were celebrated in the night, when the 
f>nde was led home by torch Ifght, It ww cuftomary incked an 
^any other countries. Statttitf introduces the mncMu&s with their 
hmp9f kadtng a' bride home : 

Demigrant Hch'conc Dcat, quatiuntqiie novcni 
Lampade folemnem thalamis coeuutibus ignem . 

Syl.lib.2. ^ - 

.9. From this verfe the papifls chiefly drew their authority for 
jblh'ng indulgences. But if they chofe to found a do6lrine on the 
'underpart'of d parable, they fhould have confldcred that the pur-, 
cbifers, after all^ were fhut aut. 

feverat 
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liberal fums of money, which he ordered them ta 
improve againfl: his return* To one be gave fivq tan 
lents ; to another, two ; and to a third, one ; pro«( 
portioning ' the feveral fums to the abilities of each^ 
He who had recaved five talents, and he who had re^ rj£. 27^. 
<eived twd, trading with them, doubled each bis origin 
ginal fum; while he who had receiv'ed only one talent, i8« 
fnftead of making any ufe of it, hid it in the ground* 

After foine time, the mafter returning, called *9- 
his fervant/S to account. They to whom he had trufted «o»2i*««' 
the larger portions, paid into his hand the gains they 
bad acquired, together with the original fums ; and 
«ach received commendation, and a proportioned re- 
ward. Afterwards, he who had hid his talent in the «4' *5« 
ground, coming with much contradidlory apology, 
which only increafed his offence, returned the talent 
he had received, entirely unimproved. His lord giv- 26.27.28, 
ing him a fevere rebuke, in which he pointed out to 
him, from his own excufe, his flothful and negligent 
behaviour, punifhed him with proper feverity, and 
gave his unemployed talent to him who had already 



a5« The do(5lrine inculcated in thia parable 1jb» that whether wc 
/Qfc tn high circiimlbtnces or low, if we improve our talents equaUf^ 
o^r revf or d alf9 Jbal I he tqual t which is a rooft comfortable doc- 
trine to thofe in low ftatioiis. The Ration is nothing ; the im- 
ffnvfmeMt '\% all. -^ This dodtrine is mentioned by Mr* Necker, thie 
French financier, as one of the dijiln8lve cbaraQert of the morality 
of the gofpel, in bis excellent book on the Importaoce of religious 
fentiments. 

24* T.hou ineweft^ '&ew ratherj Kntwtft thou ? 

29. From him that hath not, Jhali he taken away even that whiA 
tf hafi> Thuf) Juvenal, in a fimilar manner expreffes himfelf : 

Nil habyit C^drus *— -*ct tameo illud 
Perdidit infclix nil ■ ■ ■■■^ 

H 3 ten; 
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ten ; faying. That more (hould ftill be given to thoie 
who improved what they had, while they who ne- 
gleded even a little, Ihould not only loofe that little, 
but fuflFer for the negleft, 
3»»3« 33« Jefus concluded his divine difcourfe with a repre- 
fentation of the laft judgment. When the fbn of 
man, faid he, (hall appear in his glory, fitting on his 
throne, with all the holy angels around him, then {hall 
be affembled before him all the nations of the earth, 
whom he (hall feparate and divide as a (hepherd di- 

34- vides his flock. To them on his right hand, he 

35.36 37. fliall thus fpeak ; Come, ye btefled, inherit that (late 
38.39.40. ^£ happinefe which hath been prepared for you — thar 



31.- In the former parable, our Savioar had (hewn that we 
ought to improve our talents ; in this, lie proceeds a ftep further, 
and (hews in tubai manner we ought to improve them — in a As of 
mercy and kindnefs to e^ch oth^r. 

31, Some fix the traniition to a future Judgment at thifl verfe. 
The 4Cth and 41(1 verfes of chap. xxtv. have indeed no relation 
to a lad judgment; but they are very defcripttve pf the iodifcrif 
minate manner in which dea,th carrier off mankind : and the 
42d and following verfes apply more to this idea than to the 
delhu£lion of JeruCalem. So does all the beginning of the xzvtl^ 
chapter. 

34. The phrafe in the original., which haih been frefared for you 
from the foundation of the world, has often been brought to couote- 
nancc God's abfolute decrees. But furely it is prefTed har(hly 
into this fervice, and can only be fuppofed to mean, by the faireft 
roles of interpretation, that the kingdom of heaven is prepared 
from the foundation of the world for thofe who render themfelvea 
worthy of it. 

35.From the^«»^ra/ f^Hdr of fcripture we are not to fuppofe 
that the (Irefs is laid on occafional a£l8 of mercy, or any a6ts of 
mercy at all, unlefsthey flow irom a true Chrifttan] motive-^* the 
,-devoting of ourfelves and all our ads of mercy to Cod. And yet 
we may fuppofe, that when the habit of benevolence is formed, 
an a£fc of kindnefs to a fellow-creature, which flows from thi^ 
principle, may 'find its reward, though we may not' think, at the 
time of performing that aft,' of Ttsbcing required by God. 

• *• recompence 
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vecomperice ivhich ye (hall now reap for all thbfe ads 
of kindnefs and mercy which I have received at your 
hands* They, with great modefty^ will profefs they 
never had any opportunity of doing him fervice. To 
me, in my own perfon^ he will fay, you never had ; 
but I take to myfelf thofe kind offices which on .earth 

you performed to others. Then turning to thofe 4' 42-43- 

on his left hand, and ordering them to depart to that ^/ 
flate of mifery which their wicked and impenitent 
hearts defer ved, he will remind them of that want of 
tendernefs and compailion which they had fhewn to 
him, through the whole courfe of their lives. On 
their aflerting their innocence, he will inform them, 
that their unkind and cruel behaviour to their brethren 
was the fame to him as if it had been (hewn to him- 
felf. ■ ■ The awful fentence having paffed, the final 4^' 
doom (hall fucceed : the former (hall take poflTw/Son 
of everlafting happinefs ; the latter (liall be doomed 

to everlafting mifery. Jefus having thus brought CHAP. 

bis heavenly dif^oprfe tp a point, before be concluded v 



«. 
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46. It may be remarked here that the fame word (ouwtw^ U 
ufcd to exprefs both future puni/hments and future rewards. One 
Aould fuppofe, thereforcy it means to place the duration of both 
on the fame footing. 

1 . Here our Saviour concludes that elevated difcourfe which 
began at the 24th chapter, on a quettion propofcd by the dif- 
ciples, with regard to the time of the deftruclion of the temple. 
From that event Jefus takes occafion to fpeak of the confumma- 
tion of all things, blending with it the mortality of man, which 
to every individual has the effedl of that cnnfummation. From 
thence he proceeds (ftill parabolically) to fhew, in chap. xxv. 
the duty of preparation for that great event. This very naturally 
introduces the parable of the ten talents; which (hews, that every 
inaa has his gifts varied by Providence ; that bis proper preparation 

H 4 noua 
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&, reihinded his difciples once more, but whh 9n cx» 
aQaefs as to time, vhich he had act yet obfenred, 
that within two days the feaft of the pa0bver ftould b^ 
celebcated; and that he fhould then be betrayed 
uito the hamds of his enemies, who ^oqld put him fo 
death* 

5* Hb enemies tirere indeed then confulting againit 

him. A meeting of the chief prrefts, fcribes, an<l 
elders, was held at the palace of Cajph^s the high 
prieft, with a view to put a (lop to the growing influ- 
4- S» ence of Jefus and his doftrines ; and the quefKpn was. 
Whether it were advifable to apprehend him, and put 
him to death ? But his credit with the people, and 
the difficulty of doing it, were fuch, that, after much 
debating, it was thought an improper ilep i at leaft 
during the enfqing feftival. 

6' ' In the mean time, Jefus retired to Bethany, to the 

houfe of Simon, whom he had formerly cured of si 

7* leprofy. Here a woman coming in, refpeftfully 

8* 9« anointed his head with very coilly ointment ; at which 
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mtift coniift In tlie improvement of thofe gifts ; apd that it wiD 
be ei(pe£tcd the improvement (hall be in proportion to the gift* 
• — ^Then the laft great fcene opens— -the general judgment^ 
when all men (hall be rewarded and panifhe^ according to the 
ofe, or abufe, of their fevcral gifts. Here our Saviour (hew^ 
1k>w much the flrefs (hall be laid on ads of metcy and kindnefs . 
Thus he brings his difcourfe home to the feelings of nicn : anj 
draws this divme inilrudioQ to one noble, grand, and interefting^ 
conclufion. 

5. The Romans, at the time of the paQbvery we^ fo much afraid 
of i»(urre£tioQ8| that they always doiibled their cityrgu^rd. 

2 the 
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the 4ifiiipYc8 taking offenco, ' aJldd it a needUfs tpafte jf 
and faid, That ointment of fuch VisAvte Mfigiit havcf 
been fold for a confiderable fum^ and given to the 
poor. But Jefus told them Ihe had done well. You xo. lu 
have the poor, faid he, always with you ; but me you 
have not always. I confider this a£tion, therefore, as i^. 
an embalming of my body before my burial : and ia xjr 
whatever light you may confider it, it fhall always be 
remembered in her favour. 

It was at this time that Judas Ifcariot, leaving i4.jt>itf. 
^efus and his fellow^difciples privately^ went to th^ 
chief prieAs, and offered to betray his mafter. They 
had at that time dropped the defign of apprehending 
jefus at the paflbver: but, on fuch an oflFer, they 
refund it ; and agreeing with Judas for a fum^ of 
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14. It IS probable that Judas had all along followed Jefus through 
femporal views ; but being now at length convinced that his ex- 
pectations had no ^roundsjt and havJQg no faith in his maft^r'a 
fp'tritual promlfet, he deliberated how he might turn the miftake he 

nad made in life to the bed advantage. 

15. If the thirty piefrfs of fUver were (hekles (at they probeblj 
were) it waa the price of ajlave (£xod. xxt. 32O which it very 

•rensarikable, ^The fuqi amofvited to about 3/. jjM'^ of oiir 

owttey. 

16. The Jews had dropped the deiign of apprehending Jefitt 
becaofe of ^the pe4pie : bat having now gotten an opportum'ty of 
fei»og hiiB privately in the night » they deternnned to have him 
examined by the high-prieft^ and condemned by the Ronoon gO« 
vernor parly in the mornings before tljc people could get together^ 
and if they could put him fairly into the hands of the Romalai foj- 
diery, there was no farther fear. of refcue. This feemf the .nvp^ 
probable from the parallel paflage of St. Luke> (xxii. ^.) yfhc;|pc 
It is faid that Judas fought opportjunUy to betray htm in. i^h.e; k§^ 
s^NCE OF THE MULTiTupK. — — -» Al^ thi» wfia. exccuted a» it 
\^i been planned. 

money, 
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^oney, tfa^y fent him back, vith inftruflions ta'giv^ 
them the earlijsft notice of bis mailer's privacy. 



ty* * In the njean time^ the paflbver approaching, the 
difciples alked Jefus where he would have it provided ? 

1 8. He bad them go into the city, where they (hould 

fir^d a perfon cirgumftanced as he defcribed, to whom 

they (hould make known his intention of eating the 

xg. 20. paffover at his houfe. This wis accordingly done. 

The paffover was provided ; and Jefus went with his 

!»• ' difciples to clebrate it in the evening.— — In the 
midft of fupper, he fold them openly, that one of 

ta. them (hould betray hiih. All inquired with great 
iearaeftnefs, and marks of forrow, which of them he 

sj. meant ? Jefus told them,' it v^ras one who even then 

t4. -e^t With him. It is neceffary, (aid he, that the fon 
of man (hould die ; but that neceflity is no excufe for 
him by whom he is betrayed. That man*s fin is great 
indeed. — ; — On this, Judas, hinifelf h^td the bgldaefi 






^ } 



*.' '«o. BprPetrcc- inferis here «n JPtdellfiit n^te, in which he ^if- 
'CofTetthe pointt whether the pAfchai Utah was krlM in private 
':bou£iet, oficnt^ia the tempi*. Philo is his authority for the former 
fuppofition ; Jofephas for the latter. After weighing both fide»; 
,hc indines to Philo. : * 

* 2.g; He thai Jipfetb ^hme in the dt/bf that is in th^ bafon of 
-^'ne^r^ in wHicii the Jews dipped <heir bitter herbs at the cele« 
bi^tionrof ' the pafiower. 

*, . 25^. 'We have here ope of thofc fligrhtful examples of hardened 
*wrcke<Ip^fe, ofteti fcen in comnion life, which, againft all adrno* 
hoTtioif,^ qhecks, and refnonllrances, ohftinately perfcveres in fomc 
'kicked 'JeeW^,- which hath been undettaken. Even in improved 
* ^ftdei^indihg's, we often find the corrupt heart hath its reafonings 
-to^uppoTtthii mileJefi aSSons agaiuft the Jirongefl conviSion. 

V n-, .f to 
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CHAP. XlVr. ■" 1^7: 

tti alk Jefiis ^^hether he were the perfon ?* To i^^hich 
Jefus replied in fuch language, as Ihewed ptainly that, 
he was. 

Jefus then taking bread, bleifed and brake it^ and. 26. 
gave it to bis difciples, faying. Eat this ^ in remem-*^ ^ -^ 
brance of my body that is given for you; Theni 27. a8« 
taking a cup, he blefled it likewife ; and bad themalL 
drink of it, in remembrance of his blood, that was. i > 
flied for the remiflion of fins. He then told them, he ^9^ 
appointed this commemoration in the room - of the • ? 
Jewiffa paflbver i after which they fang a hymn, and 3^' 
retired to the mount of Olives. 

Then Jefus again reminding them of his approach- $1. 
itig fufferiqgs; This night faid he, will put your *, 

eonftancy to the teft — That prophecy of the Meffial^ 



26. 1 have ufcd the word hleffed^ according to our tranflation ; 
but the words ufed ppomiTcuouQjr by the evangdifta' are luXoymrofl .^r .' 
and ivp^^pMmiff^flPf* both of which are introduced on various common, 
occafions. Neither of them, therefore, properly gives the title 
•f eonfetratlon to the prayer in our commt^iiion-fervice. 

29,. This^paQaffe sn the origiaal is obfcure : but if. we compare 
It with Luke zxii. i6. and h'kewife with the event, we are led to^ 
fuppofe this to be the mod conliilent meaning which the words 
wUl admit. / *iviU not drink bet^eforib ; I will have the patTover 
now abolifhed; and wine (hall be henceforth drunk in a new way^ *^t» 
as I inftitufe it. Till. I drink itj m^y be an exprefiioii equivalent 

to its being done by my appointment. It is plain our Saviour 

founded both his facraments on Jewifh rites. Circumcifion and 
baptifm were ufed together ; though only the firil feems to be of 
divine authqrity. Chrift reje6icd the former, and took the latter. 
!rifuS| too, the pafchal lam];) was commonly eaten with the'accom* 
panioients of bread and wine. Chrid rejedled the lamb, and 
adopted the bread and wine. See Lightfoot, vol. ii. p. 118. — 
Sonie make this difficult pafTage equivalent to Chrifl'd faying, he 
iiad done with the world. (See Wakefield's Crit. Sac ) But that 
appears to me not to have been the cafe. Chrift continued forty 
days qn earth after his refurre^lion. 

30. The words in the original will bear to be tranflated, they 

repeated a hymn, or thankfgiving. It is not every body who 

^an iing ; aqd therefore pfalmody cannot be impofed as a duty. 

31. Zech.'xilll 7. : 
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ftali be liilfiBed ; / tuill fmie iht Jbephtrd^ and tbe^ 
it. Jhiepjkalliejcanirid. Be not, however, difcouraged ^ 

when I am rifen agam, I will meet you in Galilee* 

— — Peter, grieved to thmk that Jefus bad any doubt 

53- of the codftancy of bis difciples, declared, that for 

/ " himfelf at leaft, nothing could ever flmke bis fideh'ty. 

-*-— Jefus, checking bis confidence, aflbred him, thaV 
34* that* very night, before the cock flionld crow, he 

ftould three feveral times deny hkn. Peter, with the 
35. feme eaneft zeal, cried cut^ he might die with him $ 

but to deny him was impodible ; to which the other 

difciples aifented* 

36. 37. Jefus proceeding a little farther to a paH: of tbe 
mount of Olives called Gethfemane, from the oiU 
preffes which were there, bad Peter, James, and John, 
follow him to a more retired part of the mountain* 

gS. 59* Here he was in great, agony, which drew from himr 
ftrong expreffions of diftrefs* Then leJiving fhe three? 
difciples a £bw paces, and ordering them to watcb» 
be fell on the ground arid prayed, frying, O my fa* 
ther, if it be poi&ble, let this cup pafs from me ; 
|o. neverthelefe not as I will, but as thou wilt, Return- 
Bfig to them, he fbund them aileep. What, faid he 



39. What the particular circumftances were, which in fo high 
9 degree embittered the death of our bleffed Saviour, we are not 
told ; but certainly they muft hav« been circumftances of t ycrj 
aggravating nature which could draw from fo exalted a char^dlcr 
tbofe impa$Soned ejcpreQions, both before and at the time of hi% 
death. How far the guilt of a finful world, and the office of atone* 
iftent, might aggravate his lad fufferings, who can tell ?* Iii the 
Otb^ evangelius, e fpecially^ in J>t, Mark, our bleHed Saviour's a^o« 
pie$in the garden are cxprefTed in ilill (Ironger terms. 

40* We may fuppofe, what it not improbable from the wholfe 
UDor of the rclaiioni that the difciples were juot Uffrallf ajleep s 

■ to 
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to Ptfteiv could siot jou, watch one hoar xtblh me t 
Watch and praj that God may enaUe you to bear 4-t^ 
this gneat tml, winch is coming upon you* The 
if>irit indeed is willing, but the flefli ia wee^ Thea^ 4a, 
leaving them agtin^ he cried with great earocftnefis, 

my father, if this cup may not pafs from me^escept 

1 drihk it, thy tnll be done ! A fecond time 4Bnd&ig 43. 44; 
tliem afieep, he went away, and prayed in the lame 
rnipaffioned manner ; and finding them afleep a third 45* i6. 
iime, he awoke them, faying. The caufe of yaut 
tratching is now over. But new trials approach. The 

l|our of darknefs is at hand. I am now betrayqd into 
the fo^er x>f m^y aiemies* 

He had fcarce fpoken, whe» a number of armed 47-48.49; 
n^ea &om t^ chief priefts and elders entered the ^^* 
pkK:e, ^th Jtidas at their head ; who, according to 
a iign agreed -en, coming up to Jefes^ falatsd hinu 



thougli not Is that w^kefol^ vigilant difpoiItion« which Co great a 
cri'fis required. 

41. Thi j^irU tndMdh 'u^Iingy btd the fiejb h tOfaL The teti'< 
derncfs of this cxcufe is inimitable ; and its being uttered in the 

xnidft of the grcatcll drftrefs is a noble example to us. 1 cannot 

^oiiKSelve on vdiat grc>undt any coniaientators, as fome do, (appolb 
Jefus to fpeak of himfelf. 

' 4». The beft commentators foppofe, that Jefas did not pray fof 
iht removal of death : which, indeed, would have been inconfiftent 
^ith the whole fcherae of redemption ;. John xii. 27. : but only 
for the removal of thofe fufferings (whatever they were^ which be 
then underwent. See Mark kiv* 55, where this cup is expkiitied 
to raean this hour. 

4f . This great indifference in the difciples (hewed how little 
they wert yet aifedked with the magnitude of that events in which 

they were how about to be involved Bowyer conjtdlures the 

csi^rcSlo^f JJeep on nowy and tale your rejl^ (hould rather be put fn« 
'tcrrogatively ; do you Jlilt Jleep on^ and take your refl ? This cer- 
tainly makes the fenfe better. 

47. It is probable-, that when Jefus retired from the other dtf- 
cifdcs at Gethfemancy Judas took that opportunity to ilip away» 
ami go to the chief priefts* 

Jefus 
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Jefus afldng him his intention, the armed meu imifie' 

fu diately tame upon him, and feized him. One of the 

difciples, feeing fuch vblence ofieced to his mafter,. 

drew a fword, and ftruck a perfon neaif him, who 

^appeaed to be one of the fervants of the high-prieft, 

52, and. cut oflf his ear. Jefus, rebuking this. violent dit 

. *. pofition in general, and efpecially.on this occafiop,' 

53- laid, if he had wanted aid, it were eafy for 'him to 

» 54» ^ppiy for it in any proportion from heaven. But ho^ 

then^ he added, would this great work, >in which I 

55» am engaged, have been accompliflwd? — - Thjeii 

turning to the armed men, he aiked them, why they 

came in that forcible and fecret manner to apprehend 

v . him in the night? and why, if they had law and 

' juftice.on their fide, they, did not apprehend him 

opecdy in the temple, where he might* always have 

56.57.58. been found f But your emplpyera, (aid he, U9wit- 

tingly fulfil the great fcheme of God, and all the 

, prophecies that introduce it. 

From Gethfemane the guards immediately led him 
to the palace of Caiphas the high-priefl:, where the 

elders of the Jews were already affembled. -The 

difciples, in the mean time, feeing that all was now 
over, took the means of fecuring themfelves by flight; 



50. Erouftf companion f not fritnti* 

52. All that take the fword Jball pert/h with the ftvord. A»»| 
our Saviour had faid, Tbcy who take the fword againft lawful 
authority, or in an improper caufe, fubje^ themfelves to the pc* 
nalty infli£tcd by the fword. 

56. I render this verfe according to a conje6^ure of Bowycr^i 
who would tranflate, t»t» ^i oXw yvywiv^ idl this is done; which 
makes them the words of Chrift. According, to our iranflation* 
they are the words of St. Matthew* 

but 
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but Peter, following, at a diftance, entered ;the palace, 
and^ mixing with theTervants, waited the event. 

1 ' • • • 

As foon as Jefiis'was brought before the high- 59.^.61, 
prieft, every method was ufed to fabom evidence 
againft him: arid though many falfe wttneffes were ' ' 
produced, yet nothing criminal, in any degree, could 
be made out. At length, two men depofed, they had 
heard him fay, he was able to dejiroy the temple of God^ 
and to build it in three days. It was well known in $«• 
what figurative fenfe Jefus had ufed that expreflion. 
However the liigh-prieft rifing from his feat, took 
it up, as if it had contained criminal matter, and 
afked Jefus, what he had to fay in his defence ? Jefus- 6j. 
wasfilent : on which the high- prieft adjured hitn, by 
the living God, to fay, whether he were the Meffiah, 
the fon of God ? .— — Jefus replied, he wasj and add- 64* 
ed, that the Jewife natipn fhould fliortly fee a dread- 
ftil inftance of his power ; when they fhould be called 
to a fevere account for their infidelity, and impeni-* 
tence. — — Then the high-prieft, tearing his garment, 6y. 
as if in horror at hearing fuch impieties, cried out. 
What need we farther witneffes? you all hear his 
blafphemy. ■ ■ i The whole affembly, with one mouth, 66: 

affenting, he was pronounced guilty. Jefus was 67. 68. 

then left in the hands of the high priefl's fervants ; 
who feemed as if licenfed to exercife every degree of 
indignity they could invent. 



6^. The rabbles fayy that be who hearetb Uafpbemy^ is hound to 
rend his garmet^ti and fie garments thuf rent, are never again to bo- 
refmred, 

WhUe 
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'<9. , While thde thmgs were tmnlkamg, Peter fat ^tk 
the fervasta in the haH, vhere he .was cballenged by 
a maid-fervant, who drew the attention of the reft 
upon hixDy by. declaring, that &e bad feen him with 

70. Jefus of Galilee. Peter avowed fplemnly before tiiem 

71. alli that he knew nothing of the matter* However, 
not thinking himfelf fufficient;ly fafe, he went out 
kxto the portico, where another maid faw him, and, 
told thofe who were ftanding near, that that perfoa 
(pointing to Peter) had been feen with Jefus ^ of Na« 

72. . zaretb. Peter overhearing her, denied it with aa 

oath^ declaring he did not fo much as know the man; 
75* Oxhers coming up, told Peter, he certainly was of 
Jefus's company, for bis very fpeech discovered hiox 
74* 75* tp be a Galilean. Peter, in great agitation, denied 

with many imprecations that he knew any thing of 
J^fus : but foon afterwards hearing a cock crow, he 
remembered the words of his mafter; and retiring 
to a fecret place, gave vent to the mod imbittered 
pailion of grief. 

CHAP. As Judea was a Roman province, the Jews could 
^ not legally put a criminal to death. Being refplved, 

!•<• however, to proceed againft Jefus in a legal way, 
and thinking they had now obtained fufEcient matter 
of accufation againft him, they carried h^m very early 
in the morning before Pontius Pilate, the Romao 
governor. 



%, The Roman governor nfaally rcfided st Cae&rea, but he 
#Ftea came to JerulakiB at the great feafU^ t» prevent difturb* 
ances. 

In 
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. ta the mean time, Judas, finding (what, perhaps, s* 

he did not expe&) that his mafter was condemned, 

carried back to the chief priefts, in an agony of de« 

fpair, the money he had received, as if hoping to undo 

the horrid deed he had committed. In vain he told 4*^ 

them, that he had betrayed an innocent perfon.— 

Anfwers of levity and fcqrn were all that he received* 

Diftraded by his guilty thoughts, he threw down the f • 

money in the temple, and ru(hing out, put an end to 

his life. ■ ■ The chief prieds afterwards,^ not think- 6.7. 

ing it proper to place this money among the offerings 

of the temple, purchafed with it a burying-ground 

for flrangers j from whence that field was afterwards 8. 

called Aceldama^ or the field of blood. Thus was 9* io« 

fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah : they took the thirty 

pieces of Jilver^ the price of him that was valued^ and 

gave them for the potter* s field, t 

Jefus 



*> i< 



3. Theie were foroe of the priefts employed in the minidratioa 
of the temple^ equally in confpiracy againll Jefu8» but not among 
thofe who had led him to Pilate. 

5. A9nry|«To may (ignify deprived ef hreath ; and the beft way 
to reconcile what is faid of the death of Judas here, with what » 
faid of it ia Ads i. i8» may perhaps be, that when he had throwa 
clowB the money he ran out of the temple, and, in a fit of defpair^ 
threw himfelf down one of the precipices on iwhich it flood. 

7« Thirty pieces of (ilver was a trifling price for a field near Je« 
rufalem : but we mud conGder, it had been dug up for earth for 
potters^veitelsy and therefore of little value in itfelf, though fuf* 
ficiently good for the purpofe intendeds It might alfo have beeUf 
as it probably was, a very fmall plot of ground. 

10. It is Femarkable, that this prophecy is not found in Jere« 
sniahy but in Zechatiah (xi. 13.). Many things have been faid 
to re^^ify this millake ; but nothing is more common than the 
nii'ftake of one name for another. Some original tranfcriber 
might firft have made it, from whence it might have been copied 
by others. Bp. Hall's conje^ure is ingenious^ that the abbrevia« 
tion of Zf7» might have beeti midaken for Ifai but Wetftein 
«xpre£ily fays, that neither this abbreviation nor any (imilar 

Vol. !• I cue 



ti4. ST.MATTHEW. 

II. . Jerus being brought before the governor, wai HO 
cufed chiefly of a defign to efe£k a new kingdom ill 
Judea, in oppofition to the Romans. This w&s flip- 
pofed to be the beft plea they could urge. Pilate, 
who did not feem to lay much ftrefs upon it, and yet 
could not entirely negle£t it, carelefsly a&ed Jefus^ 
whether he pretended to bs the king of the Jews ? 
Jefus toM him, that his kingdom was of a very dif- 
ferent nature from the kingdoms of this world*—— 

1 2.1 3 J 4. The chief priefts then brought other ^accufations 
againft him ; to which Jefus gave no anfwer, leaving 
Ihe governorj who was not a little forprifed at hfe 
filence, to make what ufe he pleafed of the feveral 

15.1617 charges they brought. —— Pilate, however, dearly 
*'^* faw, th*t the whole profecution was malidoifs. He 
was greatly inclined alfo to favour Jefus from a pri- 
vate motive. He had juft received i meflage from 
his wife, informing him, that ihe had been greatly 
affrighted that morning in a dream^ oa account of 
the innocent perfon, whofe caufe was then before 

him} 
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one 18 to be fonnd, ne qutdem juniorit mvi €o£€B ull^t Mf^Awi tn 
velufiiorihus Others (ay, that the. word Jeremahy which was 
placed at the head of the prophets, is mentioned as the tUU'tx^^\ 
as- the Pfaltnf (Luke xxlv. 44.) for the fame reaibn indude other 
books of fcriptiire. Others again explain this difficulty by fay- 
ing that the four laft chapters of Zechariah were written by Jcr^ 
iftiah. See Mtdt's works, ^•fcg. 963. 102a. 

II. S^e John TL^uu 36. 

14. It appears that Jefus anfwered both Pilate *nd the chief 
pn'eits to proper and pertinent queftlonfl, Avt thou, the Chri/i^ 
jirt thou the king of ihe Jeijos ?' But to frivolous queiUons he madfe 
no anfwcr to either. 

19 From this account it appears, how very early in the morn* 
ing Pilate had fat in judgment, with a view, no doubt, to obligt 
the chief prielts (ftc a note on Man. xxvi. 16 ). We karn 

■from the Talnaudifts alfo, that the chief prieU« broke one of thcit? 

cafioot 
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ft 

hidi i an4 begged be would have no farther hand la 
it. He determined, therefore^ witjiiq hirnfelf, on aqi. 
ei^pedient which he thought might favd ieixis. 
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It W9S ^ cudom at the feaft of the paftev^r, fqr th^ 
govehior to releafe fome prifoner, at the option Q.f 
the people ; and as there happened to be, at that tkne, 
in prifon, one Barabbas, a very notorious oflfender, 
Pilate propofed this perfon and Jefus to the people 
for their option } not doubting but that, prejudiced 
a8 they were, they would, give • Jefus the preference 
%o a n^qrderer. Bm he found hiraf^lf miftaken.. 
When he put the queftion, all prefent (who, at that ao« ai. 
early hour, fj?em to have confided chiefly of the 
high-*prieft'8 fervants and retainers) demanded Ba« 
rabbas. What then, faid Pilate^ (hall I do with 22. 
Jefus? They all cried out. Let him be crucified. 23* 
But what offence, faid Pilate, haith he been guilty 
of? On which the clamour increafed. Let him 34. 
be crucifiedt —»—- Pilate, feeing plainly that all h^ 
faid ferved only to increafe the tumult, called foip 
water ; and, wafiiing his hands before then), fai4 
i am innocent of the blood of this juft perfon : let it 

■ ip "i i» *.n i . ^ T i i' i 'W H '' ' ■ '■■■ ■■■■■ ! t il . % m f i ^ -i..!. i» i J . ji J n iw j t> H ill 1 i ji "^ 



<»ooii9 in trying t criminal cqufi by nigkt. See Lightfoot's Talm* 

£xer» V, ii. 263. U may be farther remarked on this pafTage* 

tb^t among heathen fuperftiliohB it was oney thai xnorniag-dreamft 
were the mod ominous* 

24. This mode of pun'ficatipn was both a facred and a heathen 
euftom. The author of the 73d Pfalm f peaks of tva/binf his hifndt 
in innocencj / and Virgil introduces JEne^s faying, 

. Me. bello e tanto^jegreflTun), .ct cae.dc recen)U> 
' Attredare nefas, /^^neq q^c fiumi^e vivo 
Alplucro'i ' . ■ » ■ .... 
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«5- be youf doing. On this, they all* vehemently cried 
2^* out. His blood be on us, and on our children! 
Pilate, therefore, at length, overcome by their cla- 
mour, releafed Barabbas, and condemned Jefas to be 
icourged and crucified. 

27- He was then delivered into the hands of the fol- 

diers, who had the care of the execution, and was 
carried into the guard-room. Here the- whole co- 
hort being called together^ adorned him with a fcarlet 
38. 29. robe ; and putting a crown of thorns on his head, 
and a reed in his right hand, bowed the knee before 



2j. It IS remarkable that JofephuSy in his defcription of the 
fiege of Jerufalem, tells us, that fuch numbers of the Jews were 
crucified by the Romans^ ** that there wanted wood for crofieSf 
and room to place them.*' 

. 2^. The timidity of Pilate in thus giving up an innocent perfoa 
to the clamour of an enraged multitudey is eafily accounted for by 
the 'awe under which all Roman governors flood of the leading 
perfons in their fcveral •provioceay who had it in thdr power to 
complain of mal-adminillration. The emperors were always ready 
to lend a willing ear to thefe complaints, as they furnifhed pre- 
tences to fqueeste into their own coffers the fums which rapadoui 
governors had drawn from the people. — — We have another in- 
nance of the fame kind in Adls xxiv. 27. 

•. 25. The Romans commonly fcourged malefadora before they 
put them to death. Turpilius condemnatus, verberatufque capite 
pcenas folvit. Sal. Bell. Jug. 

29. The earlteft Chriftian writers fay nothing of its being t 
crown of thorns; and from the word in the original {axoAm) we 
may as well fuppofe it made of the plant which Virgil calls the 
moi/ii acanthus. It is very probable^ indeed, that the idea was 
gather of mockery than of cruelty. Beating htm with a. reed 
feems not intended 10 hurt bim^ but only to ridicule bis mock* 
authority. 

29. It is evident, from this mode of mockery among the fol- 
diers, how much the Roman pride was affected by Jcfus's being 
called the Urtg of the Jews. For though Pilate had more fealc 
than to be mifled by fo filly a forgery, yet the chief priefts knew 
well what they* were about in throwing it out dmong the Roman 
* foldiers. — — - After this idle acctffation had ferved their purpofe* 
they were unwilling to have the idea prevail ; and therctefe wiflicd 
Pilate to cfftey an^iofcription which he had put up in dcrifion. See 
Jfhnxix. 21. ^ -. 

him, 
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him, crying. Hail, king of the Jews. Then rifing 30. 
from their knees they fpit upon him, and taking the 
reed out of his hand, they ftruck him with his own 
mock-fceptre. Having thus fatiated their brutal 3^'3*'33' 
malice, they put his own garments on him, and led 
him to a place called Golgotha, compelling one Si- 
mon, a Cyrenian, to affift him in bearing his crofs^ 
— When he came to the place, after the fatigue 34* 
he had undergone, they gave him, in the fame fpirit 
of mockery, a draught of vinegar and gall, which he 
juft tafted. Having nailed him to the crofs, between $ss^-31' 
two thieves, they fixed over his head an infcription, ^ * 
This is Je/usy the king of the Jews : and fulfilling a 
prophecy undefignedly, by parting bis garments among 
ibem^ and cq/ling lots on his vejlure^ they fat down and 
watched him. 

Then began a cruel fcene of ridicule and contempt 59.40.41. 
from thofe whp attended. Thou that dejiroyeji the 4^'43-4+' 

32. It 18 fuppofcd that by the crofs here, is meant only the crofs- 
piece of wood to which the cnminal was nailed ; and which he 
carried with him. See Matt. x. 38. This was called furca: 
and hence the word furclfer. 

33. Golgotha, or Mount Calvary, both fignifying Hit place of a 
JkuU^ was a very little way out of the wetiern gate of Jenifalem. 

34. Some fuppofe it was an anodyne draught which was often 
^ven to criminals ; but from the hands which adminidered this* 
we are more readfly led to a different fuppofltion. 

3^. Crucifixion was edeemed fo dreadful among the Romans^ 
that the word ery^iafus, which cxpreflcs the moil exquifite tor- 
menty is derived from it. 

35. Pf. xxii. 18. 

gg. Not perhaps from fuch of the common people as happened 
to be prefent and were dirintereded on the occafion. They be* 
haved as defcribed by St. Luke, xxiii. 48. Being unable to do 
SLTij thing for Jefus, in difconfolate forrow ibey /mote their hreq/is 
and returned. And yet fome fuppofe, that the common people 
were at this time in general alienated from him, as they found 
chat all their expe^ations of his being a temporal leader were now 
vanifhed : and to this opinion a paffage in John (ii. 24. ) feems to 
^ive fopne countenance. -— — But I tbmk, on ibe wjiole, the oth«r 
ppioion has more the appearance of truth. 

I 3 temple^ 
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iempJe^ they cried, and bttildejl it in ibne dajs^ /avf 

ihyfetf. If thou be the/on of God, tome down from tbt 

crofs. Even the chief priefts and elders, wha at- 

tended the execution, joined in thefe inhuman taants : 

ile faved others ; himfeff he cannot fave. -**-^ If he he 

the king of Ifrael, let him now tome down ffotn tU 

crofs y and we will believe him. He trujied in God / 

let him deliver him now^ if he will have him ; for i'^ 

faid^ lam the f on of God. n > ( Even the very thieved 

who were crucified with him, reviled him. 

45- This great cataftrophe began al>out nine o'clock} 

and fo6n after a fupernatural darknefs, overfliadowing 

the whole fcene, continued till the death of Jefus< 

Six hours he hung upon the crofs in patient fuflSnance. 

46. As nature was exhaufted, he cried out, m afoud, hfio 

paffioned tone, £//, Eli^ lama fabachtbanU which fig- 

nifies, My Godj my God, why hafl thou forfahn fne ? 

47.4S.49. On this, one of thofe who flood by, dipping a ifponge 

in vinegar, and putting it at the end of a reed, lifted 

it to his moutK ; while others, not underftanding bis 

Words, but fuppoflng he called for Elijah, cried out, 

Let him alone ; let us fee whether Elijah will come 
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44. There is no great difficulty in reconciling this with St. 
Xukt's account of the penitent thief. No liberty is mdre com- 
-monly taken in language than that of putting fingulafrs for plufalSf 
and p urals for lingular a. 

45. Sec Mark xv. a 5. 

45. This darknefs is mentioned by the ancient Chriftians, from 

-Phlegon and Thellus, as an eclipfe of the fun. But as the moon 

vras full at the paflbver^ xhat could not be the cafe. The beft 10* 

terprerattdn is, that it was occafioned by dark plouds drawn before 

the fun. 

46 This pafTage is the beginnfn^ of Pfalm 22d, in which h 

^eantained the m< (I circumftantiHl prophecy of the death of Chn'ft. 

• Jt fs fuppofed therefore by fome, that our Saviour; by repcatfnjf 

th«* Mi verfe of this pfalm^ made the application 6f the whole tto 

13 to 
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lo fave biru. — Jefus again crying with a loiid vbice^ 50.51.52. 

breathed o^t hia foul. Imnijediately the veil of the ^^' 

traiple feparated ; all nature feemed convulfed $; 

the earth trembled ; the rocks rent ; and many bodie$ 

of faints arofe, and appeared, after his refurreftion, 

in Jerufalero. Aftonifhment, in the mean time, feieed 54- ', 

the guards ; and the centurion who attended, cried 

out in horror^ Surely this perfon was the offspring of 

fome Go4« 

In the evening, Jofeph of Arimathea, a rich man, ^s-a^'Sl- 
who had' attended the miniftry of Jefus, having obi ^^/^ 
taiaed Pilate*9 leave, pioufly took the body from the 
€rof$, and M^rapping it in fine linen, laid it in a tomb^ 
which be had he^n for himfelf in a rock. He then 
clofed the mouth with a large done, which had been 



50. The difFcirent evangelifls cxprefs the acl of Chrifl's dying 
by different words. St. Matthew's is the moll remarkable, aJJijjte 
ve irviv/ffu be djfn^^Jns foul. This exadly iiiitableL to his woids 
in John x. i8. 

51. Sandys and Maundrel both fpeak of filTures in the rocks, 
ivhich diey had fecn at Jerufalem ; and which ure (uppofed to 
have been rent at this time. Nay, we are told, that a deitt lately 
travelling through Paleftine, was converted by feeing one of thern^ 
(JBUemiog'j, Chriftol. v, ii. p. 97.}. That the ftffuresy which 
now exilt, were' made in the rocks at the time of our Saviour's 
death is matter of conje£lure only: but that they have been 
made by fome natural convulfiooy is very evident from the corre* 
fpondent fides of the chafms. 

54. This exclamation from a heathen foldier, is much of the 
fame ionport with that which Virgil puts in the mouth of Dido on 
(ieeiog iEocas ; 

'Credo lequidem (nee vana fides) genus effe deorum. 

It ji not. improbable, .however, that this officer might before 
btive heard m^ch ,of. Jefus and of his pretenfions; and might 
90W {be thoroughly converted by thefe grand events. If fo, hia 
cxclan^atioa (hoidd receive a Chnftian rather than a heathen inter* 
prelation, 

60. Burying criminala was not only allowed^ but enjointd by the 
Jewiihlawt Deut« xxi. 22* 

I 4 fitted 
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fitted to It. — -— This mournful folemnity was attended 
by Mary Magdalen, and Mary the mother of James 
and Jofes, who, with other women, had accompanied 
Jefus from Galilee, and had been fpe£bators, at a 
diftance, of the whole event. 
63.63 64. The next morning, which was the day after the 
paflbver, the chief •priefts and elders went to Pilate, 
and begged he would fet a guard over the fepulchre j 
For this impoftor, faid they, in his lifetime, declared 
that he would rife again on the third day ; and if his 
difciples ihould carry off the dead body in the night, 
and fay he was rifen, it might occafion greater mif- 
^5* chief than any that had yet happened* Pilate gave 
them leave to ufe what means they ^leafed, and what 
foldiers they thought neceflary. Having fealed up the 
fepulchre, therefore, wiih great care, they left it witlj 
full fecurity, under ^ fufficient guard* 

C H A iP. Very early the next meminjr, which vr2iS the firfl; 

XXVIII 

. _ _ , ; day of the week, Mary Magdalen, and the other 

1.3.3.4; women, went to the fepulchre, with an intention to 

embalm the bpdy. But to their great aftonifiiment, 

they found the fepulchre laid open j rent, as it feemed, 



I . There is conliderable difSculty in reconciling the accounts of 
the feveral cvangdiftsy with regard to the time when the women 
came to the fepulchre. For myfelf, I lay little ftrefs on thefe 
unimportant variations. They who think the truth of Chnfttanity 
more concerned in them, may find fome fatisfa£kton on this pointy 
in Mr. Weil's obfervations on the refurrcAion ; and perhaps more 

in Dv; fienfon's Life of Chrift. One obfervation may be made 

here, that if the women had known that the fepulchre was fealed 
and guarded, they would probably have thought every attempt 
vain to embalm the body. We muft fuppofc, thercforet they 
knew nothing of that traofa^ion. 

by 
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by an earthquake. An angel, illuminating the place 
Mirith fptendor, fat upon the ftone $ and the guards 
terfified into {lupe£a£tion, lay fcattered about the 
ground like dead men. — — Be not you afraid, faid 
the angel to the women ; I knQW whom you feek 
•— your crucified Saviour. He is not here ; but is 6; 

rifen, as he himfelf foretold. Lpok at the place 

«here the Lord lay } and go tell his difciples the great 
event ; and that he will meet them in Galilee. — — 7. 
They, with fear and great joy, departing, met Jefus 8. 
himfelf; and falling down at his feet^ they worfhiped 
him. Be not afraid, faid he, continue your errand^ 9. 
^nd tell my brethren to meet me in Galilee. to. 

In the mean time, the guard, recovering from their 11. 
terror, gave information to the chief priefts of the 
whole tranfaftion. The chief priefts immediately 12. 13.14. 
. called a(y>uncil ; and, after much debating, engaged ^^* 
the foldiers, by a promife of indemnity, and a large 
bribe, to give out, that the difciples ftole away the 
body while they llept : and this (lory was long pro- 
pagated among the unbelieving part of the Jewifh 
nation. 

While thefe tilings were tranfa£ling, the difciples 16. 
having received the commands of Jefus, left Jerufa- 
lem, and went4nto Galilee, to meet him on a moun- 
tain which he had appointed » There they faw him ; 17. 

and 



1 3* The chief pneds were not wining to bring the affair before 
Pilate ; becaufe» if he had difmiffed the foldicrs with impunity, it 
would have bmiight great credit to the troth of the refurre£iion. 
If the chief priefts could hzve froveJ atKf negkS^ there is no doubt 
but they would have profecuted the foldleni to the utmoft* 

17. I explain the latter part of thii verfe on the authority of 
B^xa, who^ inftead of «* h ihrwr^^ fome doubted, read^ yl§ 
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and all thfir douhtjs beii^ cleared, atrs^y'tbey wf^tf 
ihq^ped him, and received his laft mftru£tiofld. 
|S 19,20. All power, faid Jefua, giviog them hi^ laft cbairg$» 
is entrtiAed to. me, an heaven andr oa earth. Go yoU| 
there&re, under my authority, and baptlGf 2^1 nations, 
in tfaie iiame of the Father, and pf the Sop, and of 
the Holy Ghoft ; taaching them to obey »U the pre^ 
ceprs, which, from tims to time, I have given yon ; 
and though I adi now sibout to leav^ yon, be aflured, 
that you (hail ilway^ be under m]t paitkul<kr mi^^ews^ 
and direction. 
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•IroKKxy, they doubted nothing. It is certiual]r a ^>od emendation, 

but I know not on what authority it refta. ; However, if th^ 

reading ftand as, in our traaOation> k ts a diUcuUy of no great 
£onfequence. -*- Si»mt exphiin it, as if they doubted ^t £rft« whea 
they faw him at a dfftance; but on his coming nearer, their 
dottjbu vaniihed. fit. Mantbew^ words lead i-athi» t^^jthis laean- 
ing. Km v^oor^m 9 Iwrm tKoiXnTo ay^(4u Sut that .^pcar» to oe 
too trifling a circumftance to lay any ilrefs on. • 



END OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING Ta 



i I 



/•I.I 



1 i 



( 



I } 



. •• . / * 

> 



4 '« ' 



L • • 



THE GOSPEL 



Of 



SAINT MARK 



5 



- • ♦• #.- 



t»«s} 



PREFACE 



TO 



St. MARK'S GOSPEL. 



s 



^OME wTitera fuppofe, tbcre «re two p^rfons mentioned 
in the Nev Teftamentof the. name of Marie; and are at 
a lofs which of them was the Evangelift. But Dr. Lardoer^ 
having examined all that hath been faid on the fubje£l» 
gives it plainly as his.opinioni that there was only one perfon 
of that name* 

Another difpute hath arifen with regard to the or!gi» 
nality. of St. Mark's gofpeL Many fuppofe it to be.oqly an 
epitbme of St. Matthew. But there feems to be no good 
foundation for this fuppoGtion. It is true, St. Mark touches 
on few fa£ls which St. Matthew does not mention ; and he 
generally treats them in St. Matthew's order. His account 
alfo of rooft of thefe fa£ls is lefs detailed than that of 
St. Matthew. But at the fame time, it is obviouSi that 
St. Itf ark dilates on fon^e fa£ls, which' St. Matthew relates 
concifely ; and often adds circumftances which St. Matthew 
omits. ■ In the fecond chapter, for inftance^ a number 
of circumftances are recorded with regard to the paralytic^ 
which are not mentioned by St. Matthew: in the eighth 
chapter, fomc circumftances with -regard to the miracle 
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among the Gadarenea; and in the liinth, with regard M 
the transfiguration. In the twelfth, a much more circum^ 
ftantial account is given of the Scribe i and in the fame 
chapter, the widow^s mite is mentibtied, which is totally 
omitted hj St* Matthew.. It may he :added alfo, that in 
ibme trifling inftances the two evangelifts vary ) as in the 
fifth chapter St. Mark fpeaks of one demotliac; whereas 
St. Matthew mentions two. I&everal other little variations 
SRighr be mentioned^ 'which the reader may fee coHeded 
in the feventh chapter of Dr. Lardner's account of the 
writers^f theltfew Teft^ment. -^-*»If is ^obabkl-alfo, that 
if St. Mark had epitomized St.^atthew, he would not 
bave left wholly untouched the circumftances of the birth 
of Chrift — the fermon on the mount— ^ and other parti* 
culars> which are fo very remarkable in St. Matthew's gof- 

pel. The general opinion is, that this gofpel was revifetf 

by St. P^ter, at RcWie:; vnd was writXQVfor tHa fake of the 
Ch^iUiaoB there> who bad ptobabl]^ sever ieen any other 
gofpeL 
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BEFORE the appearance of Jefus Chrift, the pro- CHAP, 
phecies of Malachi and Ifaiah were fulfilled in * _ ' j 
John the Baptift : Behold^ I fend my meffinger before i-a. 3. 
thy face J to prepare thy way before thee. The voice of 
one crying in the wildernefs^ prepare ye the way of the 
Lord: make bis paths firaigbt. 

This holy man, auftere and mortified in the whole 4- 5* ^* 
manner of bis life, frequented the defert parts ; of 
Judea ; and called men to repentance, as a necelTary 

condition of forgivenefs. Many attended him, 

not only from the country of Judea, but from Jeru- 
falem ; and, confeiling their fins, were baptifed. •— 
With great earneflnefs he admonifhed them, in the*. 7. S. 
courfe of his preaching, not to miftake him for the 
MefHah ; whofe . coming it was his bufinefs merely to 
declare. I, faid he, baptize you only with water ; 
but he (ball baptize you with the holy fpirit of 
God. 

While John was thus preaching and baptizing in 9-xo.11; 
the wildernefs, Jefus himfelf came to him to be 



2. Mai. in. I. .3. Ifa. xi- 3- 
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baptized ; and, on this occafion, received a great and 
full teftimony from God of his divine miflion. As 
he afcended from the water, -"the clouds opened ; and 
a glorious light (preading' rdund hirh', a divine voice 
was heard, Tbou art my beloved fon^ in whom lam well 
f leafed. 



jj» xj* After his baptifm, Jefus was led, by an impulfe of 

iEe fplrit of God, into a deBHlte'^nd folitary country, 

-- where he continued forty days in falling, pniyer, and 

temptation. Angels, ih ihe mean tiihe, 'miiiiftereJi 

^ilntohirti. 



>4* '5* On the imprifonmenC'of John, he went mto Ga- 
lilee, and there began to preach the gofpel ; declaring 
that the eftablifhment of the Mefliah*s kin,gdom, which 
bad fo long been foretold by the prophets, was now 
about to take place : and exhorting men to believe, 
^and accept, by repentance and a change of heart, the 
gracious offers it made of falvation, 

16.17.16. At the time when Jefus began to preach, he be- 
gan alfo to choofe difciples. Sincere people, among 
the lower ranks, were the bbjefts of his choice. As 
he walked along the fhores of the lake of Genefa- 
reth, he found two fifhefmen^ Simon and Andrew, 
whom he took to be his difciples; and. alluding to 
^. their employment, told them, they fiiou'ld become 



20. It is probable from St. John's accctmt they had been before 
coiivioccd by Lis miracks aod do£biaes* 



fiibers of nH^. Sodn after, be chofe two other fifii- . ^ 
prmen, James iand Joho, ithe fons'bf Zebedec AH 
foiirj keying their bufiads aitd rdatbns, .immeitiateLy 

foUoiwed hiaiu ......* 

Accompanied by thefe attendants, he went to Ca- ««♦ 
pemaum, and taught in the fyi>agogue on the fab- 
bath. .His divine difcourfe ftruck. all who heard him di. 
with aftonifliment: for they eafily perceived, .that 
the doSrines he conveyed, and the authority with 
which he enforced them, were very different 
Irbtn the cold - interpfietiations axid glofles of the 
fciibes^ ' ' :* ' 

It happfi|e4, as he was teaching in the fynagogue^ 33-24^ 
a nvtn poffefled with ,an evil fpirit being prefent, 
cried out .at ^ the fight of him, acknowledging his 
divine . power, and dreading the efFeds of it^ Jefus 25.26/ 
having commanded the wicked fpirit to leave him, 
the man, qn;fuS(?rin^ a violent convulfion, was per- 
fedly reftored. This great miracle had its proper 27. zB. 
jeffeft on. the multitude, who confidered it as a conr 
firmation of his dodrine, and fpread his fame through 
the country. . ♦ 

From the fytiagogtie iefosi retired with his difciples 29. 30^ 
to the houfe of Simon, whofe mother4n-law they 
found lying ill of 9 .f(^yfn Jefus immediately heaU 31. 
ing her, fee attaided tjicm at fupper. 
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!>4. Better tranflated, H^bat haft titm t» Jo <tniib ut f 
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15ft ST. MARK. 

32.33.34. Thefe miracles drew multitudes of. people about 
him in the evening, infomuch tbat'^ihe whole city, 
ifk a manner, was gathered before. the door, bringing 
with them many who laboured under bodily diibr* 
d^rs, and many who were poflTelTed . with evil fpirits i 
all of whom experienced the gracious efieds of his 
almighty power. Nor would he fuffer the evil fpi- 
rits, though they knew him, to make him !kaown. 
Such telUmony he abhorred. 

35* The next morning, riGng before: ic was light, he 

retired to a fecret place, to enjoy contemplation and 
36.37. prayer. But his difciples foon after following, told 
him how impatiently the people expefted his* return. 
38. 39. Jefus, however, inforthing them, that he muft not 
confine his labours to any one place, took a circuit 
round Galilee, preaching the gofpel, and confirming 

^o. the truth of it by miracles. Among other obj^Ils 

of his compaflion, it happened that a leper came to 
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32. When the fun did fet : that is, when the fabbath was over J 
as the Jews were fcrupulous al^out carrying burdens, oa the fab- 
i)ath. The Jewife day was from 'cwniJfg^*^TfcV4fning. • •' 

34. Such ifjlhnony be abharred^ f hjafff ;areldifFereot intcrprcta- 
fions.of this paffage. Scim^ fuppofe, thatjefas- forbad, tjiem to 
fpeak, on thfc fame principle oi>"*wRicli lie • forbad the pcrfon .he 
had healed to difcovcr .him, citherns ^wtag an extpip]^ .^f mo^ 
defty, or as preventlng^'difcovery. — (jthers luppofc the' evil fpirits 
wifticd to have people believe their caufc and that of Jefus was the 
fame ; as the Pharifces faid, he cadcth out devils by Belzebub* 
But it appears more confident witR the Meiliah*^ chara6^er to ab- 
hor the teftimony of wicked fpirits^ from the impropriety of the 
thing itf. If.. Prophecy, miracles, and the purity of his do&rioe 
were the proofs on which he rcftcd his authority* 

4. . him, 



CHAP. r. lis 

Km, aiid kneeling down, begged h€ would fhew 
that divine power on him which he had (Iiewn on 
many others. Jefus, healing him with a todch)' or- 
dered him to keep the matter private — ^to pri^fent ^i^Uij. 
himfelf to the pried who was the proper jtw^e of ^^' 
his cure — and to offer what Mofes commanded. ' -But 45. 
the man, in a tranfport of joy and gratitude^ ort find^ . 
mg himfelf fo fuddenly healed, took great pains in 
publiihing the matter. Such crowds, therefore, re- 
forted to Jefus in all the great towns^ that he was 
obliged to retire to folitaty places, where fuch only a^ 
were under the influence of higher motives than cu* 

riofity attended him. 

• • • ♦ 

Some days after, he returned to Capernaujfn. Thi? C HA P. 
was prefentjy known ; and numbers of people came 
to him, whom, as ufual, he inftrufted. -^ — ^— While 
the people thus crowded around him, k happened 
that a paralytic was brought to be healed. As the 
men. whd csarried him could not eafily ge^ at Jefus 
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44. See a note oil Matt. viii. 4. 

4» Thectftem hoafcs were flat »t tbe top* where was coiiv 
monly a ddor* which communicated with the infide of the houfe. 
Often there was a ladder or (fairs on the outitdc, which nrraft 
iiave :lxcn the cafe with the houfe defcri\)ed Mark, xjii. 1^. The 
door may, he fuppofcd to be fa((eoed» and the word <|o^u(«yTf< 
mayiigfttfy, they Burfl it 0fen. *'Dr. Bkaw g'rve^ us, the form of 
the Barbary houfes at this time, which are often fquare buildings, 

inclofing -m imp'uvhmM or CPUrt-yard.._ This in bo.t or raiay 
weather is covered with an awning, faftened to the four corners 
of the parapet-wall. He fuppofes, thercfpre^ that the fick man 
was carried to the top of the houff, where his friends opening 
•the awdidg,' let him down (^los rom Mfapanv hy tbt Jide of tin roof^ 
Luke V. i8.) Ixfpre Ji:fu«. . . >. 
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14. 



through the drO^> they ^^t rjOuodT'thf [hf ufe, .aoi 
fiiuUng ^cceft to the vooSy they ppes^dr^a: private 
door,' and^ let down the fipH many tcgetf^r 'with bis^ 
to^cj^r vnia the room ^fpre' JoA^Sc Jeiu;,; feemg^ 
fuch iCL' iiiftanee of fakhy told the; iick Vfim^ I|k'^^9 
w^e forgjivenb ' .. ."i . 4 In the f oom at th^t timei wor^ 
fitting fevet^I- of the Scribes,^ who di4 v^tx^xeto^ 
fpeak openly^ t>at in tbjeir hearca b^d great mcUg't 
natic^a at what they efte^m^ foblafpheauMiaalpseclw 
Jefus, knowing their thoughti^^ aik$d theat, Whetbep 
k w^re eafier to fbrgive th<s maH'^s fkis^ Or to heal bk 
difeafe P But thai yod foay be a^dd,* faid be^ \ 
can do the firfl:, you (hall fee meperfdrift th!9.fe^<;ndt 
On this, with a word fpeaking, he healed the man 
fo perfeftly, that^ he .rofe up, and carried , away Jiis 
bed, to tKe greit aftonifliment of all prefent, who glo? 
rified God, declarijagy that /efu§ ^irjjs fuch a prophei 
^s had npt^^et appeared. 






l^rofA ^ tkt^ghteflei ^tace, Jef<is; IlHt^ the raiMi 

tude to an open fituation by the fide of the lake, an4 
there preached the gofpel to them. 

After he had fent them away, be pafled by one of 
-the tas:-gatherer*s booths, which belonged to Mat- 
thew;, the fon of Alpheus ; who, on Jefus^s expreffing 
a defire to take him with him as a difciple, left bis 
gainful employment and fpllowed without delay^ 
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c«(. See a note on Matt. ix. a* 

14. He too, it is proh'Mpt M tho other d)fcip1e9, had been be? 
fore Convinced by the dodtiinc and mii:a€lea ai JelvSi 

frota 






CSAP, IL. yi 

Fipnx hfflce lefus went tQ hi3 houfe^. lyiiere he l^t 15. 
down at table >^ith oxa^y of Matthew'^ former ac*^ 
^intance^ pi^ople of loofe, morak and br^ii^ary x;e-^ 
pij^tation. The S^crjlpes and Pharifees, ot>ferviag this,* x6. 
icqiiired of his difciples, WKy their "Rafter demeaned^ , 
h^qifelf by conforting with fuch difrepiitable people ? 
-T-Jefu3 afked thenij- Whether the healthv or the * 17- 
fick had .morei need of a phyfician? and added,, 
that his errand in this world was to apply himfelf^ 
rather to the finQer than to the righteous*^ , 

. Qn an occ^fian of the fame kind, thf; difciipJes .o£ i8. 
J(ohn the Baptifti and of th&.P^arifee3, ^aipj^ ^to hji^i^ 
^purefling their wond^ tbfX he bred up, hi^ ^^^!^^^^ 
with fo little aufterity. — — I confijlei; my*d^cip^eS| 19.20. 
faid Jefus, like the friends of a bridegroom at a 
marri^ige : they mix In the, in^ulgenc^ of the n^r- .* - -. 
riage-feaft, but never iuppofe th^fe indulgences ^r^ 
tolaft through li^. Worldly, habits mud be broke^^ '^i- f^^ 
by degrees. I cannot exped . my difdples to brea]^ 
theirs at onoe. A ne^ ^Ji^tch , (uits. ill with ^ , ^|4 
g£M:mient ; ^d new wine witl^ old ye^els* -^ 

ft 

Some time after^i as Jeibs was walking, on tha 23- 
fiibbath-day, through a corn-field, his difcjples, hpng 
hungry^ plucked the ears of corn, and rubbing tb^n^ 
in theor hands, began to. eafo. It happ^^od (l^at ^m^ : 
of the Pharifees faw the aftion; and takmg great 24. 



» # 
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' 32. See a note with regard to the manner* in which*the>«iicientl 
prcfcrved wine. Matt. ix. 17. •* ,• 
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offence at fuch a profanation of the febbatfa, nien« 
tioned It to Jefus. ] Is' not the ejcample of David, 
aiifwered Jefus, fufficient to convince you; that, in 
dafes of peceffity, a liberty^may.be taken with apo- 
fitive inftitution ? David Vent into the houfe of 
God, you are informed, and not only eat the (hew* 
bread himielf, but diftributed it alfd among his* foF- 
Ibwers ; though the law ordains that it fhould bo 
eaten only by the priefts. The fame liberty, there* 
fore, which David, in a ca/e of hecejfilj^ took with 
the temple, you may alfa take with the fabbath ; fpr 
the fabbath was made for man^ not man for the fiib« 
bath. And if David's example is not fufficient tof 
Convince you, know farther, ibat the ibh of man is 
Lord of the fabbath. ' 




I 



On anothfr fabbath, as Tefu^ was iii a fynagogue, 
a man happened to be therJ^ with a withered hand ; 
which fome of the Phkriftes obferving, were on the 
watch whether he would heal hiiii. 'Jefus, knowing 
th^r thoughts^ called the man fortb into the middle 
of the congregation j arid then turtiirig- to the Riari* 
fees, afked them, whether they thought the fabbath 
^as better observed by doihg. a good a£H6n, or by 
meditating a wicked one ? ■ '■ This obUging them 
either to deny the plain truth,': or to. condemn them-» 
felves r they he^ their p^kCe/^*-«««-^ Jefus .movod^. with 



26. Abiathar was not high pnedat that time, fee i Sam. xxi. f« 
Imt the exprrflion may eAClyfigT^ify/i/i th^ 4^y4 of Mlaibttr^ ^h9 

mfos afterwards higb.pruji. . , , 



difpleafure 



cHAip. m. i'if 

difpleafore and gtief, at fach an inftance of obftinacy 
and hardnefs of heart, ordered the man to ftretch . 
out his hand ; which he did, and inftantly found it' 
reftored. — i- The Pharifees, abafhed beyoiid the 6, 
power of reply, left the fynagogue ; and plotted in 
fecret with the Herodians how they might -d^ftroy 
him» .... 

Jefus in •the mean time retired to the fide of the 7.8.9.10. 
hke, where many people, from the coafts hear Tyre ^^"^ 
and Sidon on one fide, and from Jad^a on the Otlii^r!; 
reforted to him, bringing with them, as ufual, fuch 
jswere poffeffed and ydifeafed. He healed their *fe- ' - 
veral infirmities, and injoined filence on the evil fpi- 
rits. But being crowded and preffed by the people^ 
and not able to fpeak to them commodioufly, he got 

into a boat, and taught them &om thence. ' 

•J 

' Jefus, about this time, calling a number of hi^ iM4.i;» 

particular followers to him, chofe twelve, whom he '^"I^ l!?* 
* • ^ ' -— ^ • - . - 19.20*21* 

meant to be the witnefTes of his anions, and his 
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17* Why our' Saviour called Jam^s and John • by the name of 
BoaiieFgeti docs not any where appear : nor do I meet with any 
conjefkure worth taktng notice of. 

19. Dr. Chrk. fays; he earned them KoAie 'wkh him to hta 
own houfe ; and tells* us, it is plain from Matt. iv. 13. that yefas 
had a houfe of its own, — I think it rather appears from Jefus't 
own account^ that he had no wtrere to l^y his head. -^ — ^ Befides, I 
ana not fond at a^ny rate of entering into theft particulars. If 
Jefus had a houfe of his own, it teds to many low and trivial in* 
quiries, .Whether he" kept fervants?^' How that ticiafe'Was furnifhed, 
&c.? which irttroauee lowdymcftic'iddii, and tend father ti 
dcprecfate the dignity * df that great charafter.' ObfcurUy-h often 
ond* of the* great' f^urccs of the fubhmt% and ati invcftigation of 
fircftj^ances leads to liuknefs. 

' ' "^ ai&ftants 



qf.^^i^ ^pointmeaii, ;^^. S^X®- thepx. power to- heaJL 
dijfe^llp^^' and to.^fli put evil fpkits. . Tfeeir naroe^ 
ve;e SjpioQ (wJjojpJie called Pet^u), J^mes^ J^^^ 
j^pc^.e«^^ PhiJipj, Bartholomew* MattheVf Thomas, 
IwjiWL; jtl»e (on pi Algbeus, Jude, Siinojpk the. C^^j 
riaanite, and Judas Ifcariot. — — With thefe tweJye 
Jefus returned to Capernaum, where the multitude, 
a?u^l^:|)f€ivented ^w? tajciflg eyeu theconiipcmTre- 
:^f il|mg]|t^ of nature ;. at which bjsi fr.ifp4?. were oot 
a liljtii^ W^^y,^ i^PS^ he might faim* . . 



Ki 



$2. In the m;^Q tlna)e, a body of ,&cribeS| wfiq c^q 

from |erufalem^ ?i;ideavoured to dpftroy. the force. Qjf 

aj. his, miracles, by afcribing them to the devil. ■■ > ■ . ■ Jefq^ 

^(ked theni, how they tho^ght it paflible that the 

a4.25.26. devil fhould coi^pire againft himfelf ? His kiB^dom^ 

in that cafe, he told them, like a houfe or govern- 

, psent divided againft itfelf, mufl * inevijtably pejrifh^ 



zu Dr. Whitby has (hewn, in feveral inftances, that the 
frordx^iffm (which w here rendered ttf fimtj-^tt9» oftew this mean- 
ing. And as it comes immediately after we are told that J^uft 
eotddnoi fi much m eai knad^ it appean as if' there was a con* 
ne£lioa between the two expreflioas. ■ ■ .On. the other haiuft 
f|i<rrti is certainly capable of receiving thie . fenfe given io our 
Iranil^tlon ; a^qd in this ('^pfe it feems ccnneQed with the 
words which foUow. His friieiids faid he wa^ h^de hmjdf\ bmt 
the Fh^ifces faid ilill worfe^ ^t he had a ^Ir^A «;— v^* Bp Pearce 
l^iyes a third fenfe.. He tt^nHfites ky holi\ny>ieepqff'; ^tk^ hm 
jntoifj ^hich (he; words, Jift f*ys, wjU jea|ijljj^^^af . The fe^i^ 
then i?, Hu fnffn^sjee\9g ihfjmftifude p^^fs oeu^ltf^ wi^ W ^« ^^ 
ihem off. — T/Wft l.S^'^\h k Father farced, ^i-^ BftWF/?«" .^"HS^**^ 
^Jiat f^oy» do^esjHJj m^.yth^lhufrl^s/jpi^, hutiwljaXf^o^JW* 
^f; what was ,comm9oly xeport/ed : b^t I paiuiot (^^ tb^ conxiection 
pi this altcraibi^. -^tt 0%lt\c wh9lc, I prc£?r Dr. Whitby's iuu^jf^ 
pretation. 

WBen 
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When you Dee the goods o£ a ftrong man, (aid he^; iSi- 
didftroyed, you natAirally <:oiiclude, that he who. de-». 
ftfoyed them wa^ fliil fironger.* How is it then that 
ypa\do not with, the fame roadioeis fuppofe^. when, 
yffa.:{Qe t^ devil dirpo(le0ed^ that be; who di%of«« 
fefep- him has fuperior power ? Ta afcribe, thl^i'6£Q£e>, iS.ij^jo, 
t9: th^ devil» , faid lefu^, the(4 miracles, fq c^id^ntlyi 
wrefiight by the £nger o£ God^ h among thofe iips. . ^ 
lyhii^h are the. moft difEcuk ta repent of, 4nd:.^. 
iQoyife the moft. difficult to b^fprgucen^ '• . . 






On anoccafion tvhich happened about tH^ time, -H*9** 
^tis fhewed ih hbw incoaflderabte a light hftf hdtf 
jBf eiithly connexions, in cotnparifon of thofe fbtmw 
ed' by- pfety' and religion. As the crowd prefffetf 
^ound him, 'htis mother and other relations' defired^ 
to ipeak with fiim ; which was fignified to him by* 
the people who fat near. Jefus turning round ^ his . 
llifciples, and to thofe who feemed the moft' atten-^' 
tfitrie, tojd tfiem, that no earthly rdationfljtp had any^ "-' * ^ 
ttreight wrch him, compared with that heavenly at^ 
&6hment, wliich was formed by fyuk united' to Hiti^ 
6t doing the will of Godt ' ' ' -' 



.<.« 



,' i. 



^, Soaxe time after, Jefus vetudng again to the 64^ CHAP. 
9f |he lake, and the nuiltitude -crowding upan> hita^ ^ 

l»e'gat iivto a boat, aQ4 ^p^aphed to .iheinfenik .}\'i 
Jl^q^ce. Jjiq . trutte: lH5;t»l?«ht) ^em wgr^ , 4eIiKgrf4 s. 
in parables ; among which the mod remarks^ble was 

that of thB fower. As afau ibandman ', faid "hg; 3* 4* 

W^s fowing his feed, fome of the grain fell upon the 
;^ ^ beatea 
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5*(t beaten path, and were picked up by birds. Some 

again fell Ton rocky ground, covered "flightly with* 

earth, and foon fprang up ; but as the fun grew hot, 

they were immediately fcorched for want of fml.. 

7- Other grain fell among weeds, whfch grfew up with 

* ^ them, and prefently choaked.them^ But fame find-* 

ing a good foil, properly prepared to receive thein,' 

9. produced fruit in greall abundance,. This piarable 

j^uB recommended very particularly to the attention 

\ 10. of the people. ' \. Afterwards, when he was alone 
with his difciples, they deiired him to explain it. 

lii.^u ^, yo you, aofweyed .Jefusr, the truthsf of tb^gofipel 
m^' bat plainly delivered, but tp the prejudiced 
multitude I fpeak in ps^rables ; that: they ^ay be^ t& 
i^ weiifp fheir own inftrudors : for in them is ful- 
i^Ued jtlje prpphe^'s- (Jenmjciation, . This peopk .hear 
wdee4piii>t4t,ujuierJiood 7wf; they fee^ but perceive noU 
xj. fiifi^rtp be. fopfuerted andfa'^ed. 7—— The parable, how^ 
?y^:j ^ faid Jefus, isfo^ ^aly as to want little expla* 

14. 15. i^tioi}. • 'i;he Jiuibandinan is the preacher of the 

gpiP^l*^ ?^ -^^ i^flt?^?'^^ Y^'^M of ^ ground repre* 

{§^ the various difpofitions. pf thofe \^a receive^ 

it. The beaten path fignifies thole :Qn whoCq 

hardened hearts the gofpel makes no impreiTion. 

16. 17* The fhallow foil, on which the feed was fcorched, 

'^''.r/ ' fechibftSTuch as Ifilen to the gofpel at-firft wfth ap- 

.^^^^^ pirent^^y; but as fooh as thfe heat of perfecoHoff 

18. ip. iH&i, ^ their religioh d1& away. Again, the Wfiedy 

= ibili iti #hich • the (fed^'tt^-'cho emblem 



« ' ■* f-'^r* ' " ' '' * i' • 



' li. Ifa^ VI. 9. ~ See a note on Matt. xiu. 15. 
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of thofe'whb famly endeavour to divide, 
tions between^ the gofpel and the xroUd^r . TBe 
confequeAce is, that the cares and pieafures of life 
generally in the end ftifle the efforts of religicm. 
Lafllyv the good ground reprefents thofe vf\io re- so. : 
<feive the gofpel in the honefty and fincerity of thehr 
hearts, and live according to its . niles. ••h— It will 21. 
be your parts hereafter, added Jefus, to .tnanifeft .all 
thefe truths to the world. Though at prefent the as. 
•undifcenun^multitade cannot undecfland tbem,;t}iey :y 
are all intended for the future inftrudion of qian^d. 
Pay ^, juft attention therefore to .what you hear ; and 23. 24, 
be aflbred, that the more faithfully you diftribute 
.die word of truth to others, you;fhall receive it in 
the largttc -- porportidn yourfelves. It is a treafuce 25. 
which, in the hands of thofe who pofTefs it in abu&- 
dance, ihall\£ontinuaUy increafe; while they, who : -3 
hold it ]mt in fcanty meafure, may foon lofe the 
little they poffefe. 

-To the parable of the fower, Jefus added other 26.27.28, 
parages in . his dificour&s to the people. Particu- ^^'- 
larly he (hewed the progrefs of the gofpel under the 
foUowing illuftration. -— i-- The hufbandman, faid be, 
caftfth his feed into the ground. He fleepeth, and 



t • - 

27 . K«; xa^tvSnf km vyufriTou^ wxTec^ xou vijuiEpay. ne Jleepethj and 

riftihf (in perfe^l fecurity, and at l^is eaie, according to the 

Xealbii,) jiighl iioJ ^a> — -.that. iv. he does not concern himfelfany 

farther about the com after it is fown 1 knowing that nature will 

do all that 18 requifite. pormio, in Latin, has this fenfe, Our 

* Savior was iUt gfetfcer ioifer dfrhe feed ; which afterwa^s/iftider 
tbe apoftles, fpraiig!i]pJnt& fotich a havfell«— «— And thiM'flle 
pridfent minifttfrg pf .the gofpel <J^teo,* it nuiy. be hoped, iditf {tid 
which may afterwards grow up, though it do not ifflinediatDly 
appear. 

* rifeth. 



«fi^9 ttd 'pttffueth . rhis ditHnaiy ibufihcTs; Th 
'feed, utid>fi8rvedi co&tiniies growing on, till ^ it bath 
ftttaited, by impercq^tibie degrsos, . its :full matu^ 
•rity. Thtn .eometh the barveft, when it is tat 
3<V3i*3<-^own^ ^^nd withered into the bam. ■ For tbe gol* 
'{»d, added! he, rtfembles a grain ci -miiftard-leed.; 
'ivhich 46-reiiiafkibie for bemg the ieafl: of all £seds 
itithen Town, and -the gt^teft of all plants when 
^M^fta up. 

33 • 34. ^ 'In . this, manner . Jefiss: inftrudked the ^people in para- 
•bias, opening the ^ truth ; by. ^egnees: to thofe vbo 
mere too much prejudiced to .hear it at once ^ ah& 
'-Chroiving out reprefentations of i'utnre times, whidi 
xmight • hereaftem confirm th^ Chriftiaii ki ibis faidi. 
^very 'thing however he « exphdned in cprix^ to:: bis 
-difciples. -^^ -: jr'' f ' 

35.36. ' As the evening drew on,' Jefiis.difmiBdd. tbeimil* 

dmde; and taking bis difciplfs iwhh ihim; htiga^ 

as he was, got into a boat, which was vpr^paring 

•"wftii feveral other little veflfels, to pafsthe lafce*^-^*^— 

37. -In the midft of the paiTage- a violent ftormarofe^ an)i 

^tbeiake was fo agitated that they feemed k- pezi 

3». 39. rigger. Jefus himfdf was -afleep ; bnt bdog koa 

^aui^akened by the terrified difciples, he rebuked tbe 

wind, faying. Peace, be ftill : . and it was inftantly 

40. calm. Jefus then chid their vain fears and want of 
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36f'8owyer reads it other wife. He .pbciei mfull ftop «ftf r 

rm; which makcsi .thei*£enfe tblis: Tcify iaie ism fiVe- ^^^ 

fth>i|ii« IViga bi'otaimih^Jl^iSandiakrijfifS'wUbikmt there 

2 faith ; 



>■ / 



'faith'; while th%/ Withttut ex^cufei ^o\fld dniy exptefe 4i^ 
their aftoniihtiiedt in exchtiations to each other. " ' ' 

* * k • * 

Jefus haVing Wded bn'the cokft of Gadirt.'Was CHKp. 
met by a denloniac. This 'unhapjiy man, fince the \ * . 
time of his poffeffion, had W^andered day and itfgnt i.2.3*4-J' 
among the tbnSbs, which 'wiere his only habitatibn'; 
'howling and cutting hirtVfelf wifh ft6hes. The 
neighbourhood, to ' whidh he? Was a gr^at lailnoy- 
ance, had endeavoured to bind and fecure him: 
'biit Aich -wfe * Ws arhafzing #fehgth that ehsffiis ^-had . ' - 
teleh ineffi^auai; This JjeVfdn, fierce as he ^ Was, eta 6.7.».9» 
"feciiig Jefus, ifth tovfeftls hiitt ^'ith storks • of rt- ^^' . 
fpeft 'imi 'fobfaiflion, calling -him by hid netrte; 
giving ' him the title of the fon of fcod ; and bte- 
feechftig Tuni not fo torment him anil drive him 
otit'bf 'the 'countrj\*^^i—i- Jefus, offering the evil ^" 
fpirit to leave the matn, afked his name? He was 
'anfwiretl, thit ho tianle could fuit fo numerous a ^ 

" pofliffibn 'but 4hat of Legion.-*-*— It happened, thit «'• 
near^tlie pface a great -herd of fwine was feeding; 
into which the evil fpFrits befought Jefiis that f!e "• 
would fofffer them '^ to enter. On receiving permif- ^3* 
fion, tfcf^whble heW, Vhich confided of about two 
thcttfand,-tuflied dowii the predpice into the lake, 
and were drChi^ned.'^i— The keepers of the fwirie *4*'f* 
prefehtly fpr^Jtd itBrtta'd * this' gi*eat event j and people 



.JU. 



5. The Jewifh tombs were artiHcial caverns cut in rocks. See 
Mark XV. a6. 

7. Better tranflatcd. What haft tUu to do with m ? 
I3. Sec remarks on this miracle, Malt. viii. 32. . 

from 



V — 






144 ST. MARE. 

. • • ■ - 

.from aUr parte came crowding to. the Iake> yrhm 

16. they, faw the demoniac . fittings -perfedly reftored; 
and heard on the fpot the circumftances of the 

17. ^ .whole, afeir :• but ftruck with fear» they defired lefus 
18.19.20.. to leave the country. He feeing the time of their 

. converfion not yet come, prepared to depart. The 
.demoniac wiflied , tQ accompany him, but Jefus left 
.him behind as :a witnds of the greatnefs of the 

miracle .which he had performed. 

.... ^ 

r 
* " * • 

21. . Jefus had fcarce arrived at the other fide of the 

tbke when the moltitude flocked together again to 

32. 23'. j:^eive him. Among them a perfon of fuperior dig- 

;ntty, a ruler of the fyns^gqgue, whofe name was 

. Jairus, came forward } and falling at his feet/ befougbt 

him to heal his daughter, who lay at the point of 

24* death. Jefus immediately went with him, follovedi 

as ufual, by a great multitude. 

s5.26.27. As the crowd preffed upon Bim, a woman, taking 

' '^* the advantage of it, came behind him, and pri« 

vately touched his garment. She had been aiQided 

twelve years with a bloody flux, which bad been 

. deemed incurable : but hearing of the, fame of Jefus, 

(he was fully perfuaded that even this touch would 

be fufficient to efl^d her cure. She fotind it fo, 

■' 30. and was inftantly healed. But Jefus^ knowing the 

fad, and not choo^g that fuch an inidance of faith 

fhould pafs unobferved^ turned round, and alked his 



17. See a note on the parallel place la Matt. vili. 34* 
19. See a aote on Matt. xiv. 36. 

difdples- 



CHAP. V. 145 

difdples^ who had touched him? They feemed to jt* 
vender at the queftion, as the multitude was preffing 
him ih every part. Bilt as Jefus continued to look 53^ 
round, the woman finding (he could not pafs tindif- 33. 
tovered, fell down befot-e him, and confeffed the 
truth; Jefus biddihg her not be afraid, commended 34* 
her faith, and fent her away perfedly reftored. 

During this interruption, a meflenger met Jairus, 3). 
Informing hinl that his daughter Was dead ; and that ^ 
it was tieedlefs to trouble jefus any farthef • Jefus, 
turning to the afHided parent, bad him only believe^ 
and he (hould fee the power of God. — ^ When they 36.37 38. 
came to the houfe, Jefus told the mouVners, who had 39-40. 
begiin their ciiftomary lamentations, that their grief 
was unneceflary, for the young woman was only 
afleep. At this they were ready to deride him^ 
knowing fhe was dead. But he^ removing all from 
the chamber, except, three of his difciples, Peter^ 
James, and John, and the father and mother of the 41. 
young woman, took her by the hand^ and bad her 
Hfe: on which fhe not only returned to life, but 4^* 
inftantly recovered her health and flrength. Jefus 4S* 
ordered that fomething fhould be given her to eat ) 
and forbad her parents to divulge the matter* 

Soon after, Jefus leaving Capernaum, went^to CHAP* 
Nazareth, where he had fpent his youth : and going ^Y^^ 

i.a.3# 

38. See a note on Matt. ix. 23. 
43. See a nate on Matt, yiiu 4* 

Vol.. L L into 
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into the fynagogue on the fabbath-day, he taught 
the people, as he had done in other places. At firft, 
they were aftoniflied at the wifdom and power with 
which he fpake : but their prejudices foon overcom- 
ing their candour, they took great offence. Is not 
this, they cried, the carpenter ? And are not all his 
mean relations among us ? Whence came he by fuch 
4. 5, 6. vifdom and authority ? — — Jefus grieved at the pre- 
judices of thefe unhappy people, who tlfUs withftood 
their true intereft, told them. It was no new thing 
for a prophet to fuffer indignity in his own country : 
and finding them at prefent in no difpofition to re- 
ceive the gofpel, he wrought only a few miracles on 
thofe whofe ' faith made them proper objeds of his 
power ; and leaving Nazareth, went to preach in other 
parts of the country. 

7- At the fame tiqje he fent the twelve apoftles to 

different places, giving them power to confirm their 

^- 9* do&rine by miracles. Make no preparation, fiud be, 

10. of unneceflary things for your journey. Where you 
are kindly received in any town, there remain, till 

11. you leave it; and where you are perfecuted, leave 
your perfecutors to the judgment of God. You have 
done all that is required : and they mud anfwer for 
the fin of refitting fuch means of convidtion as So- 



ys. St. Mark fays, our Saviour fent out the apodles/fifo fyivfo; 
whtcti itrdeed frrms to have been the rooft proper mode of con- 
firming their teftimony ; as out of the mouth of two witnejfet toffj 
^ord ts ejlabiyhtd. Matt, xviii. 16. 

J f dom 
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dom and Gomorrha never ' had. ——With thefe in- is.iji 
ftrudions the apoftles departed, and found themfelves 
enabled both to preach the gofpel, and • to confirm 
the truth of it by miracles. 

The fame of Jefus was, by this time, fpread 14.15.16. 
through the country ; and various were the opinions 
of mien about him. Some thought him Elijah^ or 
one of the old prophets arifen from the dead — and 
many conceived, that if he were not one of the old 
prophets, he was at lead a prophet of equal authority^ 
But the opinion of Herod was the moft fingular. 
He had juft put John the Baptift to death ; and, in 
the agitation of a guilty confcience, cried out. This 
is certainly that righteous man whom I beheaded : 
he is rifen again, and enabled to perform thefe mighty 
works. 



13. In the original it is fa id," ihcj atiointeJ nvith oil many thaf 
'^erejick: and the fame expreflion is ufed by St. James (v 14.). 
In thefe palfages the papifts find their facrament of extreme 

unQitm, But how ? Our Saviour often uftd an external a^lion 

' in working a miracle ; but it was never conceived that the vir- 
tue lay in the External a^ion :-^nor that the external a6lton, in^ 
dependent of the virtue, was of any value. They may juft as 
well fay that making clay is a facrament, becaufe Jefus cured the 

eyes of a blind man with it. Among the ancient?, unSRon was 

thought a good remedy in many cafes. Cclfus recommends it : 
Ungi corpus in acutisy et recentibus oporlet. De Med. ii. 14. Galen 
alio oblerveSy ths^ UnSiones aSotrfus vim fehrium cuxiUum tffk* 
(Com. 4. in Hippoc.) The apoftles therefore might ufe a com- 
nion external adlion m effecting a miraculous cure. The adlion 
could not d^rcciate the miracle^ as the cure was inftant : and^ 
in the mean time, this obvious leflbn was inculcated, that wc 
ought to ufe the means which God Almighty hath put in our 
power; and truft him with the event, who can only render them 
cffeft^al. The apojlksy (fays Lightfoot, Hcb. and Talm. Exer. v* 
1 1 • p» 162) vfed an ordinary medicine^ and obtained an extraordinary 
ejea. 1 • 
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The circumftances of John's death were there. 
Herod had long had a veneration for htm ; and, on 
many occafions, had (hewn a deference to bis advice. 
But, on one occafion, he took great offence. He 
lived, at that time, in a (late of inceft with Herodias, 
his brother Philip's wife ; for which John, with great 
freedom, had reproved him. This immediately drew 
on John the refentment of Herodias, through whofe 
inftigation Herod imprifoned him ; but could not be 
prevailed on to put him to death. It happened, how^ 
ever, at a great feaft, which Herod had made on his 

2a. 2j. birth-day, that the daughter of Herodias, danqng 
before the king, pleafed him fo much, that, in the 
gaiety of his heart, he . promifed, with an oath, to 
grant any requeft (he (hould make. Being inftruded 
by her mother, (he demanded the head of John the 
Baptifh The king was mortified at the requeft; 
but for the fake of the oath he had taken in fo public 

27. 28. . 2t manner) he granted what (he a(ked. An executioner 

was fent to behead John ; and the head was given to 

^9' the daughter, who carried it to her mother. ■ The 

difciples of John afterwards obtained leave to bury thq 

corpfe. 



n-*5* 



26. 



jo. The twelve apoftles, in the mean time, returning 

10 Jefus from their feveral mifllons, gave him an 

account of the miracles they had wrought, and of the 

31. 3a. fuccefs of. their miniftry. They were then in a place 

of much refort ; and Jefus wi(hing to be more private 



2T. ^ convenunt Jqy U a bad tranflatioa : it Iheuld be 2 f^hte^ 

went 
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went With them into a boat, intending to land in a 
retired place. But the people obferving from the 33-34-35- 
Ihore the courfe of the boat, purfued it from all parts j ^ ' 
fo that, on his landing, he found a great multitude 
aflembled. He was moved, therefore, with com- 
pailion at a crowd, who appeared, he faid, like fheep 
without a ftepherd : and though he was hungry and 
fatigued, and had retired to that lonely place merely 
for refrefhment, he began again the toil of inftrufting 
them, which he continued to a late hour. — — The 
difciples, however, reminded him, as the evening 
drew on^ of the inconveniences that might enfue, on 
keeping the people fading fo long in that defolate' 
country. — -— Do you then, faid Jefus, give them pro- 37. 

vifions. ' That appeared- impoflible. On this, 38/ 

Jefus alked what quantity of provifion they had ? ■ 

They anfwered, only five loaves and two fmall fifhes. 

He then ordered his difciples to feparate the people, 39.40. 

and make them fit dowii in companies of about fifty 

or a hundred together. Wheii they were all thus 4r. 

difpofed, he took the bread and fifh; and giving 

thanks, diftributed them, through the hands of his 

difciples, among the multitude. And though there 42.43.44* 

were about five thoufand people, yet they were not 

^ I < I u ■ ■ I y ^' ir ' y ' ' '^ " ■ ^' ■ ■ ■ i ■ > % ■ ■ m i^ 

* 

40. The word fiompanles cxprcfTes the original perhaps better, 
tlian ranks. — Some fuppofe they fat down in companies which 
contained an hundred ; and that there were fifty of thefe compa* 
ntes ; fo that the whole multitude might eafily be counted, accord* 
ing to the text, by hundreds, and by fifii^g. fifty times an baa« 
dred m^kee five thoufand. 

L 3 <wJy 
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only fully fatlsfiedy but left behind them fragments,, 
which filled twelve baflcets. 
4S' He then bad his difciples get into a boat, and pafs 

over to Bethfaida, a town at the north end of the 
4^* lake, and leave him to difmifs the people; which 
having done^ he retired, to enjoy in folitude contem- 
plation and prayen 

47. 48. In: the mean time, night advancing, and the wind 
being boifterous and contrary, Jefos faw from, the 

49. 50* fbore the difciples in difficulty and danger, and went 
to them, walking on the furface of the lake. They 
fuppofing him to be a fpirit, cried out with fear, till 
they knew his voice, bidding them not be afraid. As 

51. 5a. foon as he entered the boat, the wind oeafed ; while 
they, forgetting the miracle of the loaves, were as 
much aftonifhed as if they had been totally unacquaint- 

53' 54 ed with his power.— —They foon after landed in ^he 

55* 56. country of Qennefaret ; where Jefus being prefently 
known, great crowds, from all the towns and villages 
in the neighbourhood, came to him, bringing lick 
people } whonx they laid down ia roads and ftreets 
wherever he paflfed, defiring only to touch hiscloaths. 
Such iQltances of faith never paired unrewarded^ 

CHAP. In the mean time, the fame of Jefus, 'thus every 

VII 

. -^ _f where increafing, gave gres^t offence to the leading 
1. ». 3.4. doftors of the law j and a body of them came from 



48. Sec a note on Matt.xiv. j^, 
y Sec % notf on Ma,tt.* xv. 2. 
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Jerufalem, cm purpofe to watch, and find out foine 
pretence againft him. His negled of traditions, af- 
forded the beft. The tradition , particularly, which 
enjoined the waOiing of hands before a meal, or after 
having been in mixed company, was religioufly ob* 
ferved by the Pharifees, as a point of fanflity, beyond 
what the law required ; and tended, among other ex- 
adnefles of the fame kind, to gain them reverence 

with the people. They came, therefore, to Jefus, 5* 

and publicly reproved him for bringing up his dif- 
ciples in a thorough negle£k of this, among other holy 

obfervances. But Jefus bad them remember what 6. 7. 

the prophet Ifaias had faid of their fathers; which 

might be confidered likewife as prophetic of them : 

This people honour etb me with their lipSy while their 

hearts are far from me. But in vain do they worfbif 

me^ teaching for doilrines the commandments of men^ 

Do not you, faid Jefus, fet up, in the moft flagrant 8. 9. 

manner,, your own traditioos againft the command* 

ments of God? You know how ftriflly the law lo. 

enjcMUs honouring your parents, for inftance, which 

is a duty enforced even by the penalty of death. 

But your tradition gives the people to underftand, < 1*12. 13. 



6. It IS not clear, whether the prophet docs not fpeak h«rc A^ 
reBly of the times of the Meffiah. 

9. Full well ye reje3* JRaXw? aSrrfiTc. Ye totally rejcdi. 

IF. The word Cor^^fi* fjgnificd any facred offering; and the 
Jews adopted the word into a vow. As, for inftance, a man 
ivould fay to his parent, // // Corban^ nvbatever advantage jcu might 
receive, of me i, it then became facrilege to apply that thing; to pri- 
vate ufe. Jofephus tells us (Antiq. Jud. h'b. iv. cap. 4.). th« 
prieds could abfolve from this vow ;, for which they required a fee 
of fifty ihekel^* 

L 4 that 
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tbut if) iaftead of aflifting their parents, diey put 
their mooey into the treafury of the temple, it is 
more acceptable -to Ood ; thus making the com* 
mandment of no effed. Many other things of a 
14* fimilar nature might be mentioned. «—~- Then turn- 
ing from the Pharifees to the people, Jefus told them 
it was his bufinels to give them jufter notions of poU 
lution than any they received from Pharifaical tra-^ 

15. ditions. No external uncleannefs, iiatid he, pollutes a 
man. It is what comes from his hearty that is his 

16. great pollution; and to which you ought all particu^ 
larly to attend, 

i7» Jefus then left the multitude^ and retijred into a 

houfe, where his dUciples defired him to explain to 

them what he had faid to the people about pollution* 

18.x9.zo. .*_ Jefus exprefiing his furprife at their wanting in- 

• '-^* formation on fo eafy a fubjed, fhewed them how 
impoilible it was that any moral (lain fliould arife 
from external pollution, becaufe it had no connexion 
with the heart. But bad thoughts, faid he, and all 
kinds of wickednefs, have a connexion with the hearty 
; ^nd effedually poUpte a man, 

^4. From Gennefaret, Jefus removed to the borders of 

Tyre and Sidon, where he w^nt privately into ^ 
houfe, and wifhed fof a while to he concealed fron^ 



17. The dffficulty with the dtfciples probably was fomc con- 
fuiion between legal or ceremonial uncleannefs, and that of the 

th^ 
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Ae people. But it was impoifible. A heathen woman 2^. zSi 
of that country, having heard of his being there, came 
to him, hedging his ailiftance to cure her daughter, 
who was an unhappy demoniac. Jefus, defirous to 37. 
exhibit an inftance of Gentile faith, told her, he was 
pot fent to the heathen, but to the jTews. It is not 
right, faid he, to take the children's bread, and ca(t 
it to dogs. She, continuing the figure, anfwered, 2%. 
True, Lord j but the dogs under the (able may, with- 
out offence, eat the children's offals. 1 ■ j An anfwert 29. 30, 
fo full of faith and knowledge, drew a high com<r 
mendation from Jefus, and an affurance, that ihe 
(hould find, (^s fhe did) her daughter perfectly re^ 
fevered, 

From the borders of Tyre and Sidon, Jefus's next $«• 
journey wa$ through the country of Decapolis, to 
the lake of Tiberias. » ' . ■ . ' As the multitude gathered 3^^ 
rounds a man deaf and dumb was brought to him 
to be reftored, /efus, taking him a little afide, 33* 
touched his ears and mouth; and looking up to ^4* 
(leaven, cried out. Be opened; on which an inftant 3S- 3^ 
f ure was effeded. Jefus bringing the man to the 
people, forbad them (o publifh the matter a^broad. 



27. See Matthew xv. 26. 

33. The text fays, HeJ^t^ and touched his tongue. This a£lioti 
18 mentioned in two other places, Mark viii. 23.; and John ix. 6. 
It has to us an indelicate appearance: but we muft not criticife 
|he manners which prevailed two thoufand years ago, by thofe of 
our own age. Our Saviour often ufed fome outward Jign; why 
{bis was cl>ofen it is impof&ble for us to know. 

36. See 9 note on Matt. viii. ^. 
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This ]»'ofai&idon, however^ was but ill-obfenred: for 
they were above meafure aftoniflied; and feemed 
more ftruck with this miracle than with any they had 
yet fecn. 

CHAP. The people having now been on the fpot three 
x_ , -,-*__/ days, and having Ipent all their proyifion, Jefus 
I. 2. 3. called his difciples to him, and told them he was un- 
willing to fend them away fafttng, as many of them 
came from a great diftance, and might fuffer through 
4' hunger. The difciples not confidering the miracle 
he had fo lately wrought, immediately mentioned 
again the difficulty of feeding fuch a number in fo 
5. 6. 7. defolate a place. But Jefus • finding they had feven 
loaves and a few fmall fiflies, ordered the people to 
fit down ; and giving thanks, he diftributed the pro- 
8. 9. 10. vifion among them. After they were all fatisfied, 
though they confided of at leaft four thoufand, as much 
efFal remained as filled feven bafkets. — — Jefus thea 
difmiffing them, took boat, and landed on the coaft 
6f Dalmaixutha. 

ir. At this place a body of Pharifees came to him:^ 

and exprei&ng themfelves diilatisfied with the mira-^ 
cles he had yet wrought^ which fbewed his power 
only over earthly things^ demanded the evidence of a 



2. Thefe three days, according to the Jewiih mode of reckon- 
lag, might be only two nights and one day. Nor need we fup* 
p^ that aU the multitode (laid even that tinaCf but were conti-^ 
nually coming and going ; yet ftiHy as many of them came from far^ 
0nd bad nothing to eat^ they were objc&ft of compafiioa. 
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Jlgnfrom hedven.^^ — - Jefus, grieved at their obftinacy ^a. 13. 
and malice, refufed to gratify their curiofity; and 
leaving them, took boat again, and repafled the 
lake. 

It happened, that the difciples having forgotten 14. 
10 take with them a fufEqient fupply of bread, were 
communicating the negleft to each other, when '5- 
Jefus bad them beware of the leaven of the Pharifees 
0nd of the Herodians* Struck with the word leaven^ 16.17. 18. 
they immediately conceived that Jefus, (who had ia ^* °' 
fad admoniflied them againfl Pharifaical do6lrines) 
had reproved their negled in not taking bread* 
He rebuked their worldly-mindednefs therefore, and 
bad them confider the two great miracles he bad 
Jate!y wrought to fupply the neceffities of fo many 
thoufand people^ 'The boat landed them at Betb^ ««• 
faida, where a blind man was foon after brought tdi 
them. Jefiis taking him a little out of the towuy- >3* 
^Bd touching his own tongue with the end of his 
finger, laid it <xi the man's eye. An imperfed vifioii 34. 
was at Brft produced ; but, on a fecond touch, thff 
man was perfedly reftored. lefus then fending him 25. 
borne, forbad him to return to the town, or publiib ^- 
what he had done« 

From 



2^3. See ft note on Mark vii 33. 

a6- See a note on Matt. viii. 4. 

26. The peculiar fecrecy which attended this mir^clet Dr. 
Clarky and others, afc^ibe to jftfus^s knowing the tmpenitence and 
unworthinefs of the people of Betbfmda, Bttt unlefs the motives of 
9tir SaVk^ur'd aftiona^ at leaft when there is any harlhnefs in 

ihem^ 
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w]. From Bethfaida Jefus travelled through the towoi 

in the neighbourhood of Cefarea Philippi : and on 
the road, aiked his difciples the opinion of people 

aS, in general about him? The difciples anfwered, 

?9« that fome faid he was John the Baptifl: -^ and others 
Elijah, or one of the prophets. But, faid Jefus, 
Whom do you fuppofe me to be ? Peter, with great 
warmth, anfwere^i. He believed him to be the Mef- 

30; fiah. Jefus, however, for his own private reafons, 
ordered them at prefent to keep that truth to them^ 
felves. 
31. 39' . On this occafion, fer the firft time, he began tq 
prepare his difciples for the great event which wa$ 
now approaching. I muft fuffer, faid he, many 
things: my doctrine, and offers of falvation Ihall 
be reje&ed by the Jewiih rulers; and in the end I 
ft^U be put to death : but, on the third day, be 
aflured I will rjfe again. •<——*- P^^er having no con* 
ception of thefe diings, and having his mind wholly 
occupied with worldly confiderations, esprefled in 

|3* vehement language his difappointm^t. ■ Jefus 
rd)uk;ed him with more than his ufual feverity on 
this occafion, as a perfon who oppofed the gre^t difi 
penfations of God. 

^ I . . ■ ■■!■■ ■> n il- 1 1 if I ■ ^ ■ ■■! .. , ■■■ . , .. ,i n , m 

tbetn, afe very plain, it is perhaps as well to be fiknt about 
them. We know he often did work miracles before uawofihy 
teopk ; and even at BethfaiJa in particular, he did msny wghty 
WQ^ks. Matt. xi. 21. We may well fuppofe that many of our 
$aviour*s mot'tties may be hid froo\ yx. 

30. See a no;e 00 MaX(. viii* 4. 

Havin|[ 
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Having thus fpoken more plainly to his difeiples 34- 
than he had ever done before, he fpoke alfo more 
plainly to the people. He took an. occafion to tell 
them^ that his followers mufl: not expeft their hap- 
pinefs from the pleafures and advantages of this 
iife : but muft purfue his fteps through felf-denials 
and afflictions ; and muft confider their true lofs and 35* 
gain, not as they are conneded with this world, 
but as they are connected with the next. For what 3^* 
would it profit a man, faid he, if he ihould gain the 
whole world, and lofe his own foul ? Or what (hall 37* 
a man give in exchange for his foul ? Let not there^ 3^* 
fore the reproaches, the contempt, or the example of 
bad men, deter you» from the belief and pradice of 
your religion ; but look forward to that time when you CHAP. 
may with confidence meet the fon of man in all his 
glory. Even before this generation (hall pafs away >* 
you fliall fee evident figns of the power of the 
Melfiah's kingdom* 



Jefus having thus given his difeiples a diftant view 2. 3. 4» 
both of bis fufferings and of his glory, thought it 
proper to awaken their hopes ftill more forcibly by a 
vifible reprefentation. Taking with him therefore 
Peter, James, and John, he afcended a lofty moun* 
tain, and )vas transfigured before them. In the 
midft of a refplendent light, his whole perfon af- 
fumed a dazzling luftre ; and he appeared fupported, 
on his right and left, by the two great prophets of 
the law. Moles and Elijah, both in the fame lu- 
minous 
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minous form^ who feetned in earned eonverfatioti 
5- 6. with him. — — • The difciples, tranfporCed with a va- 
riety of paffions, wonder, joy, and fear, knew not 
where they were. Peter in a fort of ecftatic agitation, 
m0)ed to fix this glbrious fcene. Let us build, faid 
he, three tabernacles — one for You— another for 

?• Mofes — and a third for Elijah — ^ While he fpafce, 
a cloud fpread over the illumination ; and a .voice 
liTued from it. This is my beloved fon, hear him. 

S. The cloud inftantly difperfing, the vifion was 

gone ? and Jefus was left alone, (landing with the 
three difciples, as before. 

9. As they defcended the mountain, Jefus enjoined 
them to fay nothing of what they had feen till after 

10. his refurreftion. This injunftion they determined 
to obferve ; but at the fame time, could not con- 
ceive what he meant by his refurreftion. They had 

11' other fcruples alfo. As the Scribes faid, that Elijah 
muft precede the Mefliah ; why (hould they not 
convince them, by telling them (what had juft now 

12, happened) that Elijah was already come ? Jefu« 

told them, that it was indeed predicted that Elijah 
fhould precede the Mefliah, and prepare all things 
for his reception j and that afterwards the Mefliah 

13. himfelf fhould fuffer death. But that, in fa£i:, the 



9. See a note on Matt. viii. 4. 

I ! . This fcnfe, which is adopted by fome commentators, is, I 
think, the bed. 

predifted 
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predi£i:ed Elijah had already appeared ; and had aU 
ready fuffered. ' ■ They now eafily perceived, that 
Jefus fpake of John the Baptift, who was to appear 
in tbifp'trit and pawer of Elijah. 

When Jefus arrived near the bottom of the moun- 14, 
tain, he faw a great crowd aflembled about his di& 
ciples, and foitie Scribes earneftly engaged in con- 
ference with them. But when he appeared, he im* ^e 
mediately drew the refped and attention of the 
whole affembly, which they difcovered by great emo- 
tions of joy. ' Jefus turning to the Scribes, alked iS. 
them, • On what they were queftioning his difciples I 

On this, a perfon from the crowd told him, 17.18. 
he was queftioning them about a fon of his, who 
lay under the misfortune of a very grievous poffef- 
fion. I brought him here, faid he, with an ex- 
pedation of finding you: and in your abfence, I 
applied to your difciples: but they cannot relieve 
him.-— — Then Jefus rebuking his difcy>les for their 19.2021. 
want of faith, ordered the young man to be brought 
to him : and afked his father (as he brought him 
forward, in the agony of a violent convulAon) how 

long he had fuflfered under that great calamity ? 

From his childhood, anfwered the father ; and fome- 
times he is even much worfe than you now fee 



22. 
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15. The original fays, they tverr greatly amazed ; which fomc 
laterpretera fuppofe was owing to the (hining appearance of his 
face, like that of Mofes, whea he came do wo from the mouDtain. 
But I ihi^k chf9, rtfihemctit. 

him J 



bim ; and is in frequent hazard from fire, or watef, 
or any thing he comes near, that is dangerous. 
But if you have power to heal him, have corn- 

S3, paflion on our diftrefs. ■ Do you believe that I aih 
able? faid Jefus. No man ever trufted in God 

34. without meeting his reward. Lord, I believe, 

faid the unhappy parent, with a burft of tears : help 
my infirmity, if there be any deficiency in my faidi* 

aj- -^ Jefus then feeing the crowd clofing together 

from every part, rebuked the evil fpirit with author- 
ity, and ordered it to leave the young man, and 

s^* enter no jnore into him. On this, he was feized with 
a convulfion, and terribly agitated through his whole 
frame ; till nature being quite fpent, he fank dowa 
totally inanimate, infomnch that many thought him 

27- dead. But Jefus taking him by the hand, raife^ 
him up perfedly reflored. 

2S- After this, Jefus retiring from the multitude into 

a houfe, his difciples privately afked him, Why they 
were unequal to the work which he had jufl per* 

29- formed ? Merely, faid Jefus, through the want of 
thofe purified affections, and that ardent faith, whicit 
alone can work fuch miracles as thefe. 

30. Soon after this, Jefus determining to go to Jem- 
falem, paffed through Galilee ; wifhmg to go as pri* 
vately, and meet with as little interruption as po(fible« 

31. In the way Ee reminded his difciples of what 
he had before told them -^ that he ihould be delivered 
into the hands of his enemies, who would put bun 

st ^ 
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to death ; but on the third day he (bould rife from 

the dead. What he laid, however, made little 3»- 

impreflion on them ; except to raife in their hearts 
feme ambitious views : for they had no clear idea of 
the Mefliah's kingdom, and were afraid to aik for ex- 
planation^. Jefus left them to themfelves during 3}* 

the journey; but when he arrived at Capernaum, 

he called them to him, and alked thefll. What they 

had been difputing about on the road ? But they were 34* 

filent; for, in fad, they had been difputing which 

of them fiiould be the greateft ? Jefus knowing their 35* 

thoughts, told them, that the only way in which any 

man could be the greateft in his kingdom, was to 

confider him as the leaft. He then took a child, $6. 37. 

and holding it in his arms. That perfon, faid he, who 
wifhes to be a member of my kingdom, muft bring 
down his pride, his ambition, and all his worldly 
paflions to fuch innocence as this. Nothing e(fe can 
qualify him for it. 

Here John, taking occafion from what his mafler 3B. 
had juft faid, told Jefus, they had feen a perfon en* ' 
deavouring to cad out devils in his name ; but as he 
had not profefled himfelf a difciple, they had forbid- 
den him. ■ But Jefus difapproved theit conduflr. jj^; 
No man, iaid he, can attempt to work a miracle in my 
name who hath any enmity to my doftrine ; and I ^. 
wifli to confider every one as for me, who is not 
againft me. 



«MW*pa 



38. ^ a note on Matt. xii. 27. 

Vol. I. M Jefas 
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41- 4** Jefus then fefummg his difoourie, told ^^m thsit 8 
regard olr difregard to his dofMnes fliottld be th^ 
great ted of the fincetity of mankind, wherever the 
gofpel ftoiiki be preached. The gofpel, faid he, no 
43.44.45. doubt, will bring its difficuhies on men, and often 
4 •47-4 • interfere with the deareft of their woridly interefts : 
but if they are tnie believ^erB, and wi(h to avmd the 
guilt and punifliment of apoftacy, they muft per- 
4(>. fevere. As the facrifice is pyirified by fait, fo is the 
50. profeffor of the gofpel by his trials. The great truths 
you receive, are in themfelves good : be you pro- 
perly prepared to difpenfe thenH. — And that I tt^ay 
dra^^ my difcourfe to what gave occasion to it, lay 
afide all jealoufies and contentions about worldly 
matters, and live in perfed harmony with each otheri 



44. 46. 48. Tn tHefe verfes St. Mark ufes feveral times the 
plirafc, ivbere their worm dieth not i and their ^re is noiquenebeJ ^ 
y/Wtch Dr, Ryaacr (Rev. rd. p. 155.) ingcnioufly foppofes aUades 
to the two cuftoma of turying ^nd burning dead bodies. In one, the 
wifrm ;^ in the Dthcr^ ihtjire coBfumrB : but bereafter aeicber «3r«rtt 
Tkotjire fhall deftroy. 

49. |o. -There is great difficulty in thefc verfes. Bowycr 
wHbes there was authority (whfch there is not) for reading, 
9r«<r* y«f »op«,' &c. Every cake jf Jlour fhall be &ltcd, and 

every facrifice ihall be falted. •< The difficulty of the two con- 

'• eluding verfes of this chapter surifes from a vivacity 6f ina^*. 
*• nation in the purfuit and application of osetaphors; a faculty in 
•^ Ovhich the Orientals excelled and delighted. They pafs fuddcnly 
** froqa one idea to another, nearly, and foraetimcs remotely allied 
'* to it. They relinquiflied the primary fcnfe for another fuggefted 
'* by it ; and without giving any notice, as we do, of our intcn- 
•* tlon. Thefe numerous refleBed lights^ as we may call theoiy 
•* eagerly catched at by the mind in its train of thinking, perplex 
•* the attention of a modern reader, and muft be carefully fc- 
*« parated by him if he would fee the whole fcope and purpofe of 
<^ many patfages ia the faired writings.'' 

Bp.HuR&*8 Sermoiw. 
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Stt the only way to teceire the benefit of that gofpel 
which you teach^ 

Having paffed through Galilee, lefus entered Ju*' 
dea, and foon found himfelf furrounded by a iiumber 
of people, whom, as ufual, he inftrufted* 
Among them were mixed feveral of the Pharifees^ 
who, with a view to take advantage of what fliould 
pafs' in his difcourfe, aiked him, Whether it were law- 
ful for a man to put away his wife ? -~ The difficulty 
lay in obliging him either, >on one hand, to oppofe 
what was generally thought albwed by the law ; or, 
on the other, to contradi£l what they had' often heard 
was his own dodrine. — y — Jefus, aware of their ma- j. 
lice, afked them, What the law of Mofes enjoined on 

that head ? It enjoyed only (they airfwered), that 4. 

the hufband (hould giv6 the wife a bill of divorce* • 

s 

Mxxs replied, it was true: but added, that Mofes, 5. 
in that matter, had been induced merely by the ne* 
ceffity of complying whh a hardened peopte# You 6. 7. 8. 
will recoiled, faid he, a law ftill more ancient than 
that of Mofes, which enjoins, in confequence of 
God's having made them mate and femak^ that a man 
Jhall ka^ his father and mother ^ and cleave unto hi$ 
wifcy and they two jhall be one flejh. What God, $. 
therefore, hath joined together, let not man put 
aftmder. 

Jefus having thus filenced the Pharifees, retired 10.1x.12. 
into a houfe, where his difciples defired him to fpeak 
more plainly on the fubje£t of marriage. He told 

M z them. 
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them, that his xnftitution founded this matter on the 
original law of God, and totally forbad a di£blutioii 
of marriage, except merely in the cafe of adttlta7 : 
in every other cafe, he efteemed both the man and the 
woman adulterers, on a fecond marriage, during the 
life of either party. . 

ij. While Jefus continued in the houfe \^th his dit 

ciples, fome people in the neighbourhood brought 
their children to him, deiiring, according to a com- 
mon cuflom among the Jews, that he would lay his 
hands upon them and blefs them. The difciples, 
rather thinking this a troublefome intrulion, checked 
14. 15. their forwardnefs. But Jefus, rebuking bis difciples, 
bad them fuflfer the little children to be brought to 
him ; for their innocence and fimplicity of manners 
were . the true emblems of thofe virtues, which muft 
adorn every one who wifhed to be a member of bis 
x6. kingdom. He then took them into his arms, laid his 
hands upon them, and blefled them. 

'?• Jefus, after this continuing his journey towards 

Jerufalem, was met by a perfon^of fome diftin6tion, 
who, addrei&ng him by the name of good majler^ de- 
fired to know by what means he might obtain ever- 



11. See Matt. xix. 9. 

12. A woman was not permitted to put away faer hufiiand by 
the Mofaic law: but it was often pra6Ufed about the time of our. 
S&viour ; of which Jofephus gives fevcral inftances. The cele- 
brated cafe of Herodias was one» who left her huiband Herod 
PhiUp^ and was married to Herod Antipas. 

I^ lalliDg 



CHAP. X. 165 

lafting yfe ? -~- JeTus obferving, from the msinner of i8. 
his addrefs, that he acknowledged his divine preten- 
fions, thought proper to put him to a trial. He 19. 
afked him firfl; how he had fulfilled his duty to his 
neighbour? Whether he had the breach of any com- 20. 
mandment on his confcience ? The inquirer anfwering 
with great readinefs on thefe heads, Jeius expreffed 
his fatisfadioQ fo far. But, faid he, let me afk you *^- 
one thing more : Have you feith enough in me (as ' ' 
you feem to acknowledge me to be the Meffiah) to 
fell and give away all you have in this world, anil 
trqft injne for that everlafting life you^ ai5e in queft 
of ? V '■' This was a harder trial than the young man %t. 
was prepared for. He was v^eryrich; and being 
thorQUghly difappointed at £nding how great a facri* 
fice he was to make, retired abruptly^ without any 
reply. 

How almofl impoflible is it, ^ faid Jefus, turning to 23* 
his difciples, for a rich man to become a (incere 
Chrifti^ [ — — The difciples expreffing their furprife 24. 25. 
at what he faid, he explained himfelf by adding, that 
the difficulty arofe, not fo properly from their having - 
riches, as from their trufting in them -^ from their*'' 
being fo attached to them as this perfoi^ was ; who, 
^ when called on by his religion, could not give them 
.^p. It ws^ impoffible^ he faid, for any perfon, under 
the influence of fuch a difpofition, to be a member 
of his kingdom; The difciples ftill expreffing 26.27. 

«!.'''■ 
18. See a note on Matt. xix. I &. 
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their umafifiefii with regard to fbt eendltidlB of ri^ 
men, Jefus exptained htmfelf farther^ by obferving 
that he fpoke of mem mea, unfupported by the grace 
of God ; but that all who endeavoured to pkafe God, 
whether rich or poor» fhould feel themfelves more and 
more ftrex^dkened by his gracious affiftance. 

Peter» encouraged by what his mailer had &id, in 
the fuUneft of hi$ hearty cried out, we ha?e kft all 

$9* 30. and lolloped you. To this Jefus made no par» 

ticular reply, but in general faid, that no nian gave ap 

bis workUiy coitnedions and tidvantages for the fake of 

the g^fp^i who (hould not find his felf-denids and 

. . ^perfectttions (if be met with them) well repaid With 

a tranquil mindt' a good «en{cience, a heavenly cods«> 

.munieaiiont and a fufficiency of all thmgs, even In. 

this world ) while, in the world to cotne, he might 

31* be afliired of ever lading happinefs. xp-*-*-* But many^ 

be added^ who ought to put in the firii: daim to thefe 

heavenly advantageSs would be found among the UH j 

while they, from whom lefs could be eKpe^led, woakl 

fiand afnong the firft. 



S2*23*J4^ Jefus by this time approached Jerufalem } and his 
difciples foaring, from what he had frequently faici, 
that ibme great event, though they knew not what^ 
was about to take place, h^an . to be apprehenftVe 



^•^■♦i 



— ■» 






3K Our Saviour fecms chiefly to have bad the Jews and Gen« 

tiles in his eye ; the former of whom rejeded the gofpelr ^hongh 

' h might have been expe^ed they ftiould have been the firft to re^ 

ceive it, while tRe latter^ from whom Utile could be expeded, 

would receive it with gr^t gladncft, 

And 
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and U9je;Uy« JUTus, porcwviog their diftrefe, called 
thera to him.; and mentioiuog again thofe f|iffering9 
vhich he w^snow about tx> undergo at J^ufalem^ 
repeated the afliirance he had given them,, that, after 
thefe fuSering^ were over, on the third day, he would 
rife again from the dead* «-^*-^^ This affurance» though 35-3^ 37- 
they knew not well the meaning of what their ma(br 
had faid, began, however, to raife their hopes ; but, 
at the &me time, it raifed their ambition* They 
conceived his rifing from the dead under fome idea of 
temporal power ; and two of them, James, and John^ 
who had often been diftinguifhed by their mafter, 
thought they had a good pretence, at thi$ t^me, to 
put in a claim for fuperior honours. ■ ■ j l^fus, 3^*39*4^ • 
gently rebuking them, told them, they knew not 
what they aCked -— that the paiTage to his kingdom led 
not through places of diftinguifhed honours; but ^ 

through fufierings and death — and that although they 
mighty and he knew they would, puirfue his painfii) 
(teps } yet ftill the degrees of pre-eminence in heaven 
were not difpofed of like honours upon earth, by 
fiavour and partiality ; but were referved for thole^ 
who, by their piety and perfeverance, ihould make 
themfelves worthy of them. 

In the mean time, this forwardnefs ip, the two fipms 4t« 
of Zebedee raifed the jealoufy of the other ten dif- 
ciples, and gave Jefus a new opportunity of ioflrudt- 
ing them* It mull not faid he, be among you, is 4t.43.44* 
it is among the contenders for earthly honours. — 
They ftrive ambitioufly for fuperior power and au- 
) tbority* Tour ftrife muft be of a different kind. He 

M 4 « among 
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among you who wiflies to be the greateft, * muft make 
himfelf the lead ; and confider humility as the prin- 
cipal qualification in obtaining fuperiority in my king- 
45- dom. You cannot furely exped more worldly 
authority than your mafter afpires after, who makes 
himfelf the fervant of all^ and lays down even his life 
as* a ranfom for the world • 

4*- Jefqs, by this time, ha(J arrived at Jericho; and 

as he left that town, being attended by a great multi- 
tude' of people, a blind man, of the name bf Barti- 
meus, who fat begging by the road-fide, hearing that 

47. Jefua of Nazareth was ps^fllhg by, called out to him, 
by the title of the Meffiah, and entreated his mercy. 

48» r The people, difpleafed at fiich importunity, en» 
49.50,51. de^voured to r^prpfe it. But Jefus, coming to the 
%^* place, ordered the man to be brought to him, and 

aflced him. What benefit h? particularly defired? 
The man anfwered, with ftrong expreffiqiis of faith, 
that he might recover Ijis fights ^efus told him, his 
faith had^ made ^im an objed of mercy, and imme<> 
diately. reftqred him ; on which th^ n^an joined tjie 
multitude, and followed Jefus^ 

CHAP, Soon after Jefu^ s^rrived at Bethphage and Bethany, 
^ ^^^ . villages, at the foot of the mount of Olives, very 
1.2.3.4. A.ear Jerutalem; . which city he ^intended now to 
5' **• enter, fife fent two of his difciples therefore to pn^. 



T. See an account of the£tuation of thcfe places id a note on 

of 
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oF'the naghbouFing towns, and defcribtng in what 
circumftances they Ihould find an afs's colt, he 
ordered them to bring it to him ; telling them what 
they ihould fay to the owner if any queftions fliould 
beaiked. Accordingly they brought it without di& 
ficuky; and throwing their garments over it, they 
fet Jefu$ thereon. The multitude, in the mean 8.9.10^ 
.time, (hewing ail the demonftrations of joy which 
were ufual on the mod folemn occafions ; fpreading 
fiow^s, and «ven their garments in the way, pre- 
ceded, and foUc^ed him, cry^g, Hofannah to the 
ion of David: Blefled is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord: HQ&nnah in the faigheftl . ■ ■ 
In this triuaipbant. mann^ Jefus entered Jeirufalen\ ; <<• 
and going into the temple examined every, thing; 
and in the i ^ening retir^ with ^ bis diiciples. to 
Bethaiiy. ? ^ 

The n^Kt morning, is h^ returned to Jeruiyeni,' . is- 13* 
be was hungry ; and obferving a ^g^tr^, he came up 14* 

.to 






8. See 9 nqte on Matt. xxi. 8. 

10, -See the parallel paflage in Matt, xxi.p. 

13. The deifts find here great matter of ndiculc. The text 
tells U8, they fay, tife time of Jigs nvcu not yet : how then could 
Jefos pofiibly e^cpeft fruit at a feafon when there could be none ? 
But the word^, xaipo^ avwurt fome think may fignify, not the time 
when figft were rlbe^ bvit the time when they *iuere gathered; which 
was not tillthe (heaf of the firft-fruits had been waved before the 
Lord. (Lc^it. xxiii. lO.) The fcufc of the pailkge therefore 
ihey make' to run thus: /'And feeing a fig-tree he came to it, 
cxpe'fting to find' frttic on it» as he well might, becaufe the time 
of gathering fruit was not yet corile/*- Others, however, con- 

fidering that this event fell out in the month I)?if4n, which was a 
Maft^rof ^yesMT at leaft before figs were commonly ripe^ are not 

fatisfied 
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to it, fxpe£&ig firuSi:, but found onhf leaves. He 
made it therefore'an example to his difcipiesof the uo^ 
profitablenefs of a dead faith. 

15. On entering Jerolakni, he wtat immediately into 
the temple ; and finding the courts of the Gentiles, 
where prc^lytes nfed to worihip^ fiiU of people trad* 
ing with their goods,' under the pretence of foraUhiog 
neceflavies for the temple-fenrlce, h? drove them 

16. all out with authority, and would not fuffer any 

17. buithens to be carried through the courts ; quoting 
that paffiige of l£uab ; The fins rf the ftrangers thai 
JoiM tbemfehci td the Lard will I bring ta my bgfy 
metrntain, ami make$hem jej^ in ny boufi of freiyen 

' F0r my hvufi Jhalt' be eedUd a heufi tf frayer fir oH 

9^fem» t. > • • 
iS. < ; Thefe things,! it may eafily be foppofed, gave great 

offence to the chief priefts : but they durft only plot 
t: jn private agaiiaft Jefus}' being aivaid of taking any 

public me2^ur&, 4^ they fliould alarm jthe people^ who 

bad a high veneration for him. 



■^■^ *— ■ I I ■ <»M^^— ^—i ^ 1 ■ ■■ I ^ m i 



fatisfied with this explication, but have rec^urfe to anotker, which 
feems indeed a better; It uppeart from tbc Talmudifts (fee 
X^ightfoot's H^]>'«pd Talmudf Exercita. vol. h^'^^T*) ^^t the 
Jews had different kinds of fig^rees, apd among them fome 
which held their Uavfs and frutt through tbe winter. St. Mark 
feems to allade to this kind of fig-trQe, bj faying t^ ImJkaves at 
f time when other fig-trees had not bfgun to moot. As it had 
Jesvcf therefore Jefus might h^e expeaed to have found /naif 
f bough the fime o/J^m miMs npt ye$. PUay (peaks of this fort of 
fig-tr^ Seri frudus per Kiemem in arbore manent, ct aeftate 
inter noyas frondcs^ et foKa m^turefcunt, L>^t ^W. c. a6.^' m 
See alfo on this fubje£^ Bowser's Conjeft. 

17, Ila,lvi.7, 

fa 
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In tfai evening Jtfiis retired agsun to Bethany ; and i9.2o,ti| 
the next morning returned, as before, with his dif- 
ciples to Jerufalem, As they paffed the fig-tree, Peter 
obfenred that it was withered to the roots : on which tt. 
Jefos took occafion to imprefs on them the neceffity 
pf a ftroag exertion of faith. There is no miracle, 23* 
find fae^ beyond its power to effed. If fteady faith ac« 24* 
company your prayers, you may be aflured of receivi- 
ing vhat yon pray for ; only fttU you will remember, 
that a forgiving difpofition mufl be united to your 
prayers* Without that, nothing can carry them to 
the itkrone of (j.pd« 

By this time tfeey fatad^liered Jerufalem ; uxd Jefue 27. tS. 
going into tb^ t^fpple, b?gan again, his cuftomary em^ 
ployment of teaghiiig t|ie p^ple. 

The ^ef ]pixp^fi§ md, $cHb<99 in the- mean -time 
h^d.^fakw a^ty;co^f5^ge5 and coming to Jcfts, de^ 
^oandcd by • w|^ .ra^ithqrity hie /did thei^ ihiqgsj 
^Undjfig pattiqilariy tp the violence he had fhewa 
the day befoi^ in ihe courts of. the - temple. «-*^—» 
Jefus Jwowixig their malice, told tbem^ that before 29. 30. 
he anfwered their queftipn be miiil aik another. 
Was Jobn'« miflion^ faid he, of dhine or of human 



2^. The barren fig-tree is fomctimes confidered as an emblem 
-ofitMirejtf^ipn pf tbe JeiKrSs but as it fcem^to have been held out 
only lotbedifciplett 1 prefer the interpretation I have given. 

^23 - This promife of our Saviour to his difciples, 1 apprehend, 
- relates chiefly to the enabTiDg of them to perform miracles ; yet in 
a degree it may be apph'cable to all Chriftians, as aflFording them 
affiftancc in the midft of diificukics and diftrcffca, which may ap- 
pear b']^ removing mountains. 

IX origin? 
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origin?—-—* This fusion 19^ oi h& an tufwir} 
for whatever John's authority w^, foch aUb- was 

51.32. that of Jefus. The chief priefts eafily &w the 

difficuhy. Human they durft not call it} becaufe 
every body believed John to he a jutyphet : and if 
they iliould fay it wiis divine:^ the reply was obvious } 
^j, .Why then did you not believe himi. They .were 
qt^liged therefore to tell Jefus.they oouid not* rdblve 
bis queftion* Neither then^ fa^d Jefus,^ fliall I refolie 
yours* 

CHAP, Jefus having thus filenced the chief priefts, cbntr- 
> / . nued the fubjeft, by fetting before them, in the 
I* audietioe of the people, their hardened, impenitent, 
.and dangerous ftafe— ^tbe ungi^tefuf return^ which 
the Jewifli nation had made to . God for dll his calls 
of mercy — and finally God*^ intention of caftiog 
them cffy and adopting the Geniiles in their rooin.^ 
^A perfon, faid he, plat^ted a vine^rdi'';ifad" having 
fumiflied it with every thing riecfeflaty^^feft it in the 
2. 3. 4. 5. hands of labourers, and look a jouitid^. At the pro- 
^ per feafon, he fent a fervant to the labourers fofr the 

fruits of it# But they paid no regard^ to^ the meffage, 
and even ilKtreated the 8ie(fenger. - Others fent 
on the fame errand, they ufed with the fame indi^g- 
nity, aiid even put fome of them to death. At 
lafl: the mafter of the vineyard fent his only fon, 
not doubting that to him they would pa^ a proper 
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I. See a note on Matt. xxl. 33. 

refpeS; 
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Jpefped: but it happened otherwife. Thefe wicked ^.i. 
labourers, loft to all fenfe of ^oodnefs, put even the 
ion himfelf to death; concluding^ that now they 
ihould divide the vineyard among themfelves. What ^ 
therefore, continued Jefus, Ihall the Lord of the 
vineyard do to thofe wicked labourers? He will 
come with powej", and deftroying them« give his 
vineyard to others. Have you never read, faid he, 10. 
that tie fione which the builders rejefled is become the 
bead of the corner; and that this is the hordes doing; xi. 
and is marvellous in our eyes * ? ^ To this ftrong re- «• 
proof the chief priefts were unable to reply. They 
perceived plainly that the parable was pointed at 
them, and were ftung with malice : but not daring 
to (hew it openly, through a fear of the people, they 
retired a fecond time to plot in private. 

Their next endeavour was to enfnare him, and ij* 
draw matter of convi&ion from himfelf. With 

« 

this view they fent fome of the Pharifees and He- . 
rodians to him; whp pretending much reverence i4« 
towards him, as if wifhmg to fatisfy their confciences 
by his decifion, defired to have his opinion %n the 
great national queftion. Whether it were lawful to 
pay tribute to Casfar ? The queftion was enfnaring, 
becaufe his anfwer, whether in the negative or 
affirmative, muft of courfe offend either the Ro** 
mans or the Jews. ' Jefus knowing their defign, i];^ 
avoided the fnare by defiring to fee the tribute- 

* Pf. cxvin. 22*23. 

money* 
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t6. moneys Wbofe im^ge, faid he» aftd tbfet^i&M 
does this oMa bear ? ~-«^ They ailfwered Gaft&r V""'« 

17* . Give then to Cse&r, faid he, the thtngs thit aie 
Csefar's ; and imto God^ the thioge that are Gdd*s« 
•— ^- The ' Fharifees and Herodiwa fioding theQi^ 
&Ives totally unequal ta bit iri(dom» retired whb 
aftonifhrnent. 

i8. A body of Sadducees came to him next^ Tbey 

did not believe a future ftate ; and brought a queftim 
to him, mrhich on a fuppofition there nms one, ap« 
19.30.21. peared to them of uacoimmm difficulty, *■ ■■ Mafter» 
aa.a3-2^ faid they, Mofes cdBHnanded, that if a niaU die 
without children^ his brother fliall takelus wife, and 
raife a family to preferve his brother^s name. Now we 
have an inftance of feven brethren who facceffively 
married the fame woman : we fbould be glad there- 
fore to know^ if there be a refurre£tion, / which of 
<hem (hall hereafter be the wdman's httiband ? — — 

sf* In this queftion^ replied Jefus, you ftew your ^0- 

ranee both of the panjoer of God, and of the truth (f 

fcripttaTm For in the firft place, the (late of the next 

world is not accommodated to the condition of this : 

marriage, which is neceibry here, will be unneceflary 

26. there. ■ " Then again, with regard to your main 
queftion, if you believe the 1 fcriptures you muft alfo 
believe the refurreftion of the dead. For in fcripture 
God calls himfelf the God of Abraham, and the God 

17. of I&ac, and the God of Jacob* Do you not then 






19. Dcuti xsv. 5» 

fee 
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fee the abfiifdRty of fuppofing that Odd flbdiild ftyie 
himfirff the Gt)d of perfonswho were not really In a 
ftate of exiftence ? 

This anfwer filenced the Sadducees. But one of 28* 
the Scribes, who had heard what paffed, and per- 
ceiving the propriety with which Jefus had anfwered 
them, aiked him. Which was the principal pftrt of 
the law ? — — . Jefus referred him to the moral part — tg^io^^ u \ 
his duty to God and his neighbour ; and placed the 
ium of religion in the obfervance and fubordination 

of thefe great points. To this the Scribe af- 3*- SS- 

fented ; declaring, that in his opinion, Cod refpe&ed 
the performance of thofe duties greatly beyond fa- 
crifice, or any other religious ceremony, —-— Jefus, 34 3y.3$4 
pleafed with his anfwer, told him, he was not far ^7' 



38. There fceros to be a diflbrcnce here between the accounu 
of St. Matthew and St. Mark. St. Matthew (xxii. 35.) fays, 
the Scribe came {wtifct^uv) with an itifidtour infenlson^ and evidently' 
iDtroduceft him under this idem. Ivhm the Pbarlfees had heard 
that be had put the Sadducees to Jiknce^ ihey were gathered' together. 
Then one of them, &c. St. Mark's account has manifcrftly a dif- 
ferent teodency. Some expofitora. Dr. Clark in partici^dar, re^* 
concile the two accounts by fuppofing he came at firft tth^uti 
and afterwards became convinced. But this does not entirely re- 
concile them ; for St. Matk fays, the Scribe had been attendinj^ 
to the difcourfe of Jefus, and perceived that he had anfwered 
ftvell. '* «■■ Bcfides, I do not fee how a queftion of this kind was 
calcttkited for any i^^uRou* purpofe. ■ ■■ But perhaps the Scribe's 
be}»;iour f who propably adted with great caution) might have 
(truck St. Matthew in one way ; and tlie apollle, whoever he wat), 
who inftrud^ed St. Mark, in another. The great point which 
was intended to be fhewn, was the preference which Jefus gave 
to the moral law above the ccrenionial : and to this point both the 
evaneeliils atteoded; paying little regard perhaps to other cir* 
cumftances. ' 

29. Our Saviour's anfwer to the Scribe is interpreted by Dr. 
Clark, as adverliitg to the difference between the moral and cere- 
n/onialhw^ which^ I think^ appears moft agreeable to the context, 

from 
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firom having a juft idea of thofe doQrmeSf and of ihsX 
boly kingdom, which the gofpeL meant to.eftablUh. 

•While the Scribes ftill contihued in the temple^ 
Jefus aiked them in what way they explained that 
parage of David» Tie Lord /aid uhtamy Lordj Sit 
thou at my right band^ till I make thine enemies thy 
fiotjiool. This you all acknowledge^ faid he, to be 
ipoken of ^be Meiliah ; and yet you fee David calls 
him bis Lord. How then . do you reconcile this with 

his being DavidV fon? ^To this no anfwer was 

given. And indeed from this time,, none either of 
the chief prieils. Scribes, or Pharifees, ever ven- 
tured to put a queftioa to him again: while the 
common people feemed evidently to rejoice in the 

3(84940. great fuperiority which he had acquired. Jefus 

then turning to the people, difmiffed them with a 
caution againft the hypocrify of the Scribes. They 
affe£k every thing, faid he, that is grave, folemn, 
and fandified ; they claim lo themfelves fuperiority; 
and as an atonement for their oppreflions, make long 
prayers. Their hypocrify fliall be a great addition to 
their guilt. 

^T. As Jefus, after thefe difcourfes, was leaving the 

temple, he obferyed the people throwing thdr offer- 



41* There were chefls placed in the courti of the temple, in 
which people put their voluntary contributions for furnifliing but* 
locks, {he<;p^ wood, fait, and other things neceflary for facrifices; 
and it was thought right for every body to give fomething, which 
was the reafon why the poor widow gavc« notwithftanding her 
great indigence. 

ings 



mg$ jfOo tlie Tmfiiry; andlisiiasy; whet wevericbt ^ 
giving largely* ' AmoAg others, he obfetvod apoor 42* 
Widow who dame and threw m two •iDttea» whi<& 
together nksdce only a iarthing. Jefiis thought ihts 43* 44* 
a proper tq)portuaky to mftrtt& his copies m the 
nature of albis-giving, Tlui poor widow, laid he, 
bath thrown mto the treafoxy a gift more acceptable 
to God, than any of thofe you have juft feen offered : 
Ibr .God mealurei the cWtable aSion, not by the 
largenefs of the gift, but by the motive of the 
given . ; 

As thqr left the temple, one of the difdples, exa^ CHAP, 
mining it: with particuhur attention, defired his mafter , ^"^' . 
to pbferve tljie fize .of the ftdnes, and fplendor of the i. a 
whqie bui]iding«r-^Jdti8 told him, that, vaft and 
fplendid as it was,, in a. little, time, not one ftone 
ihould foe l^ft.upim anotbe^. 

Nothing more wasi Jbid on thf fttb]e£k at that time ; }• 
but as they mired m the evening, and fat doitm on 
the fide of th$ moilMr of .Olives, ia direft view of the 
temple, fome 4»f^ the difeiplea a&ed lefu^. When ij^ 4* 
great revolutbn,,^f which lie fpoke, il|i»0ld happen? 
and what figns 0k>uUI precede it ? .^i-n«-» One of th^ 5.6. 
firft figns, Aid he,/fluill be the eppctrattce cf impoft 
tors,, ttiid^. ibe titte of prophetSi ead Meflis^ who 
&|I1 , mtk^i gi^t preteiiceentc^tdeUv^ the letas ; and 
^i^^^ii^^Jn0»fyf titi I .have warned iqpuAft them# 

*' 44* This fcntimfnty though not exprefiJln the text, is certainty 
iztpIiaL^Oiit..SasiQUx £aya»,ihe^inv nwrt* Hott iu-ntaS^ ftic 
certainly did not give. It mulF therefore be moi^ froil^ IbtQe ac» 

• t^-|6(«phiMfpe«l9i»o^'the ftdfierd^^M^icilf the Mftffe<%ita^t>jiirQt^ 
as of aninnaMn^^fiaew Som^ of'^heiil^'h»£iyif pM^VfUtkhk 
.length. ll'>f:« vJ V'Vfi ', .\\\.,\ ";'-;.*• I * .. * J . : : 

^ V<iL. I. N ^u 
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i undtdthtif^iftMbsJ «ViMfediiHg8«irilIb|i^g'^xt^i;e 

9. Ibtfl tfppltttdliiig' ideiriianiL -^^^^a- fai cbe^ fiitfaft tiii^, 
f Ob 1^ aip«6B ^rfiQ^atftm.^ fYM mdkte Mt^ 
t6' siofiitk; fiib Ai tnitRjiibefor^dirgvei^t mqaiiiul 

,0. kings 4f tb6i«aitbw i lUis yq^.rftalt be the ha^ 
iEieadi$:flf 'iMgrcMlttidm^ Ae^giol^diiixttliig tbi^ Gendl^s^ 

If. In fhefe drtdtnjltsmw^ ^b6 adti'nikuilfv a^' riit&^e 

12. zj. all^pc^wecftil affiftadicer: Oiiy<:bg p^^i^d^^SiSifiM 
word in this world : for the reEgion you predclY k 
fo isoifMry to tibe vie«»B^dI'yafflo»i^ ib& '^pK^il4ices 

> > ^e^poWrev^y tfaUiMLa£Rs^iM.'*^ft^ d)@^^^^ 
f^th^ fkerdEe^e^ Oeadiilf ifittdW-thc^gi^V -efid of 
14.15.16. sHyour febbiii^ aiid fttJS^Hi%9ii-r^i^The tt^^ 
'7- 2^- this deftrudion ihall be th^Q4$^A^^^I^tht<ttdA«i 

.; aiany; wfiicfa; tkc[<^p^o{iffet:X)bi^taffUyidfi ^MmMion 

^ ihg the ' botyi temptei Qf^ii^'i WIlM' dilb i^ cic^mes 

-> ohyb&aiRiVQdy iheudtlfaii<i^ Jli)tr^|>Mttded!iB at 

fiand^ : TbHK 1ft jiio«flni)Mli9iie tills pts^llbef efa(p« 

.1 ^ firdm a gidUy-«ek^^; lerUsnqpUiytto Odd^^td-t^ove 

19. aft obfti%(ftani^?an4cidriM \ li^hr ;^^ Ibfi ikfiiiig dll 
the . vc^kUKdK timi ^tfaif c^gpraedi to 4lksadiiiid, or 
Arer flfldlp!hip^vHabtUiig)^9 
gnatk'idiais'ikiKiT^Aadiimfe&^od^xte'.t^^ Mgaid^ifer 

20. h i s^hofen fervantSj (hall Ih o rte n t dbo fc d ays o£ dillre&i 

•I'l sr-ol (Toi^ ^■'.ow ;>J Mo-.T»ifr . -n j! -. ^'-^ '.^n * I' v'ni* 
19. Whoever reads the account which Jofephvi gm^trftli^ 

ftaQioDf id the midft of all thi'i fccne of hoiror, ww be inclinMto 
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fte whbk JeviUh riatfdti muft inevitably perifli. 



tn tike midfl of thefe calathitie^, impoftors (hall ftill 31^22.23. 
ari/e^ and perfuade people to ads of feditiofl, through 
(he hopes of ddiverance. But I have forewarnfeci 
you not to be feduced by any of thefe pretences.—— 
$uch are the fign]^ which (hall precede th^ deflrudiotf 24. 25. 
of jerilfalem. Vtom this time the Jewifli govern- 
ment fhall totally ceafe; and the Whole Jewifh nation! 26. 27. 
ftaU henceforwards become d ftandihg proof of the 
^ftabliihment of tlie Meffiah's kingdom. The riif* 
Aifters of Chrift fliall be fent out to draw thbfe intd 
one fold, from every part of the world, who' believe 
in the gofpel. -*-^«- As furely, therefore, as you kno\x^ 28. 
the approach of fummer by the budding of the treCf 
fo furely you may know the approach of thefe cala^^ 29. 
tnities by the figns I have given you* Even before 3^. 
the prefent generation end^ this great event fliall take 
place* .Heaven and earth fhall be diflfolved, and pafs ^t. 
away ; bu( th^ tmths which 1 have fet before youj, 
be aiTured^ fl^all be completely fulfilled* 

That gtf^t^ event, the deftruftion of Jerufalem^ 3*- 33* 
is a fign or type of that ftill greater .event, the diffo- 

lution 



mUm 



Alnk thefe words of our SaTiouri though in feme degree h jpexboli* 
caly do not greatly exceed the mtfery they defcribe* 

2g. The heavenly bodies are ufual figures in the Je^ifK Ian- 
guage to defcribe earthly potentates. Ifaiah is frequent in the ufe 
of tnem. Kay inftandes might be brought from the Talmud* la 
which thefe lofty figures are Ufed to defcribe t&e ruin even of pri<* 
Vate fathilies. 

5 J. Out Saviour mixes together, the two great ideas of the de« 
ftru&ipil of the Jewifli neatien, and.of the end of the world. The * 
two idoaa aie very diilinguifhable ; though,. the colours are fo 
l)lended' that the line of feparation is not eafily diftinguifhedj^ 
either here or iti St. Matthew ; hilt here the relation is more con* 
df^Cy and therefore more dimcult. It is not indeed exprefle^ in 
the text' that the deftru£Uon of Jerufaleitt was a type ot the con- 

N 9 fummatioa 
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lotion of heaven and earthy and theiiod confimxmatiqn 
of all things.— The time, indeed, of this latter 
event Ood only knows ; but your ignorance of the 
time fhould be a great argument for conllant prepa- 

34« ration. I am about to leave you. As a mafter, taking 
a journey, leaves his faoufe and goods under the care 
of his fervants, whom he exhorts to be drcumfpeft 
?5- 3^' and attentive ; fo I exhort you to be thofe &ithful 
fervants, that, at whatever time your mafter calt^ at 
an early hour, or at a kte one^ you may be well pre- 

37f pared to receive him. ' Nor is this great prepay 
ration a do£hine intended for your ufe alone; but 
inuft be. ftrongly inculcated on all who defire to be 
my difcijptes% 

C HA P. While Jefus held thefe divine difcourfes with his 

XIV 

difciples, the chief priefts and Scribes had been con- 
fulting how to deftroy him : but as he was fo much 
reverenced by the people, they had laid afidfe all 
thoughts of feizing him at the paflbyer, when' fuch 
multitudes' were aflembled. 

From the open part' of the mount or OKves^ where 
Jefus had been fitting with his difciples, he retired, as 
ufual, to Bethany ; where, at the hoixfe of one Si- 

*•• mon. 
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fuinm9tion.of all things: but this feemato be the idea. — N<$tht 
fon hut the father — that is, the foil as the MeflSah, ded^ing the 
will of God> knew it not ; or,, asT Dr. Clark expounds it> h *wat 
among tbofe truths which he was not commtjjioned to declare* This is 
Agreeable to what our Saviour fays on other occafions : My doc- 
trm Is not mine, hut his who fiat me. John vti. i6. — See likewife 
John xii. 49. — *- xJv. io. *-^* v. .to. 

53. Here, another idea/that of death, fs introduced ; which k 
to each individual the fame as the general confummation of all 
^ings. 

3^ Zv)^Tf^■^.a^»^,{he brake the box , . This (hould not be applied 
to the box, but to^^fW or hregkins the oittfincnt ; which fcp4<" 



CHAP. XIV; i8i 

» 

mon, Tvhom he had formerly cured of a leprofy, the 
{(Momtig circumftance happened. As he fat at meat, 
a woman brought a box of very prarious ointment^ 
which, in great refpeft, flie poured upon his head. 
Some at the tabfe, taking offence at this, as a wafle 4* 5 
of what ndght have been' fold for a confiderable 
fum, and given to the podr, found fault with the 
woman. But Jefus anfwered, Cenfure her not ; her ^* 
zeal is highly priife-worthy. The poor you have ^' 
always with you, as the objeds of your charity. This 
is an extraordinary occafion. She hath fhewn hex" 
regard for me by anointing my body for its' burial ; 
and wherever the gofpel fliall be preached, this aft, 9' 
unworthy as you may efleem it, (hall be recorded to 
her pra&e» 

It was at this time that Judas firfl meditated the ^^ 
defign cf betraying his mafter. With this purpofe 
he went to the chief priefts, and offered, for a pro- 
per reward, to* conduct their officers where they 

might feize him with the greatefl privacy. The ^ ' 

offer was received with joy. An agreement was 
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rat/^s the partsy ana difTufcs the fragrance more Arongly. 

Pradla magis rcdolere videntur 
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Omnia 9 quod contrita 

AnointiDg with perfumes was common at the fea&s of the 

apc/cnts. ... 

CiboTia explc : funde capacibiw 
Unguent^ dcconchit ....*. — fr* 

Ho a. Car. it. j* 

It was common alfo to ufe boxes made of alabader, as well a« 
(hells* >' -Muac ali^ k^ldem alahaflrkem voeant^ quern tawuU ad 
vafa unguenfarMf quomam of five fervare Incorrupia Scltur, 

iPlin. de I^armor. 

io« See a note oij Matt* xxW. 14. . . « 

N 3 made 
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made; and thirty rhf^<>f ftlT^ WVP iPV«i; fyf 
vhicb Judas j»ngaged,to l^jipg *fi»tt|i ijie eajrMpft m* 
tdligeace of Jdiis'^ r^eti^eij^f ut» . 



IVI4.IS 



In the meai^tiin^ this p^flbv|a: afproacbed; and 
Jefiis havioig yet takepi ^ .no|ice /of if^ the dapple* 
mentioned it to him: off ,^hj|c)i hp <Pfdc;rqd. two pf 
tihep^ to go Into the dtg^ wl}^ xhey (hould find ^ 
mapp in fuch ciri;:uinftan(;es as h^ d^nbifd^ entering 
a houfe. Tins pecfon t^ were ifiiirnSie^ to foUoiTi 
and to aik for a ichambeir wbistf ^^.tpfgli^ siit the 
paflbver* All tbja was. done ^ dff^.j^.ngp^ ropoii 
well fiwiiihed» was ibewn th^| Flf^e prop^ p^ 
1^. 18. p^iHtion wap made. 

Jefus, foon after, came with the twelve; and 
19* a^ they bt at meat, he told fh^ plai^Iy^ l^9t ^ne 
of them ihould betray him. This t^f^w the whols 
ao,2i. table into a great anxiety; .each be^ng fo}icitoua to 
knoyr whom be mieamt. — -*- It i§ pqe, £^d JeAifi| 
whp now eateth with if^^ Xhat; ^e foil pf nuua 
ihopld die^ as the prophet^ :b^yf.^^;^^I{ji, is ne« 
ceflary for the falvation of the world; but that 
is no excufe for him by whoi;n the fon of maQ 
is betrayed. Wretched ns the ftatje of tlut guilty 
perfon. 



9^' 



After fupper, Jefus took breadt %nd giving thanks^ 
brake it, and gaye it among his difdples, £tying, 
Eat this, in a folemn manner, in remembrance of 



••"•••^■■K 



x6. See a note on Matt. xzvi. 19. 
^i« Sec a qote on Matt. %xni2f^ 



CIFAR XIV. >8s 

my b^y-: which is give& Ar^you* Tha tttking' |23« 
the eup^ he t)»fetrtQd it -alio td^hfeqi j ft^^^ Dmif^ 24. 
this lilulmfe,^ ia fememhpnoe' iii' my bbod; 'itxrhacb 
k t^ei kftiymt^ liFram ^nMfiyrvwd; let^ the-paff- tji 
cfimt' ota&;^.ttdt let tfiif /cenhttinny bi' ^febl^ed 
ui its >d^ gmdiig<adl tfkf^«QS!^^>«u=^iM^r ifae teq s«« 
lebratioa 4tf diis^ riity 4i6y fang* a>hynttf lad Miss 
mdtedi (irithr thim, <86^ilfmElf^^o«tMli chttlnQinit' oS 

ift .&OW >at liatidl «— tha»: ^<iv ^t* triiioh Ihe^ plbph^' 

^y2fl/MMf>-^-^Be iiot» hofw«v^r, iH^biiraged t after ^ia::k 
I iiM riftn £nmi ^be (tead^ I ^iU ^eet you again^ 

in OaKtot. ^> PMiT, wMi great ^eh^tReiks^, M^er^ 29. 

ed bfe iiHttfUi-, byd^tliring, that whoe^^ould be - 
eflSsiMtd, be certatiity never Aot)ld. Jefus .^ecked^ 3<^ 
bis prdiifnption by teUTug kkt^ that be£m the cocte 
ihould crow twice, hefliould, that very nigto, denf 
him thrice* Peter, with ftill greater confidence, re- 51. 
plied, . bis inq^fat die with ^bSmi bu(f to deny tuin was 
jnqpoifible; ift which Ungaage tiiey ofi Oililid. 

3y 'tbts fioKa they, <me»» cowt ^m aripM o£. tbd 3<- 33- 

tnpvuif Qf O^yesy qatle^ Qeffire^ane, Itpni rtbe. ^oiU . . >, 

F?%l yIi;h.iUK)d,,^l»^e,fr-^ leaving 34^' 

all b4s;4ilif^cl^9 e»^ J^tfiffi hsxm^MA loY^i went ^ ^ 



' . . :?C..Scc a ndic op Matt. xxvi. 20. - . ♦ , 
^6. Bee a note on Mi^t. xxvi. jd. , . 
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.c*. 



i84 • ST. MA&IC 

I 

with thcfe three a little fiother^ and feU into an 
agony. Myfoul^ iidd h^ is exceedingly foirowfuU 
even junto <death : ^t here: awhile, and watch with 

Sfr me.«--rrrHe ^cn went iok'ward a few paip^ and 
idling oa the gn^nad, ;he:t)rayed9 dut:tf .U M»re 

3<. pofllblfe, ihat hrnxLuught piA^ fmni hinu . iAU things> 
O my 6fl|eff» £dd h»^ axe |iofl|ble wA% tihee^^take 
du8 cop^ f rom me^-^Ketefthehiia ncKt my will, but 

37. thine be done. —-«- Then returning to his diCetides, 
and finding jtbem beaty DaSk flecp, he rebuked diem 
for their.gieat imcekeem in an houccof tikeh 4iftrefis^ 

S8« Watch* laid h«^ and pay lor God'^ iiffiftanee in this 
time of trial. The f^t truly is ready». but the flefli 
i9^4^ is wvalu--— r« Having raid this, be wentafeom^ 

and prayed in the fonie eameft manaen When he 
came back» he found thcim again heavy and ami 
41.41. fufed.—-*- Returning a third time he told them, — ^ 
his agony was now pad *-^ and other trials jthouhl im- 
mediately come on. Arifet Cud he; die gi^sai event 
is at hand. 

. - • ■ - • • 

43.44.45. Hehadlcarce fpoken, when a nomber of arlned 
men appeared with Jtidas at their head, who went 
up to Jefus and laluted him. The officers and 
fervants of the chidF priefts inmiediat«ty feized htm. 
46.47. —* This violence at firft raifed the oppofition of 
the difcipks, and one of them drawing a fword, 

^9^ wounded a iervant of the htgh-prieft. Jefus in the 
mean time expoftulated with them fpr this fecret 

^ and infidious manner of taking him ; telling them^ 
they had frequent opportunities of feizing him 
openly in the temple, if they had any legal charge 
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againft hitm— -^But the fcriptiirest added he, mud 

be fulfilled* •««--« The difcq>les now feeihg all Wtt over,; 50.. 

provided for thcar owa bfety hf flight. One young: 51. 52. 

man amotig them the fervants fdzed, but he leaving 

hisi garment in their hands efcaped* « 

From the mount of Olives Jefus was immediately 53, 
cartied before the high-prieft; with whom were 
aflen^Iedy though it was now late, the prindpal of 
Aelewi^i Sanhedrim. ——^ Among the crowd of 54. 
<^ers and fervmcs, Feter^ who had followed at z 
diftance, now mixed himfelf; and entering the pa-^ 
lace, fat down with others at the fire. 

The chief priefts, who were determmed at any 55. 
laCe to put Jefns to death, wiflied however to have 
as much as pofltble the appearance of juftice on their 
fide; and with this view they had prepared what 
evidence they could: but every depofition was fo j$. 
fl^bt and triflii^, that it was impoffiUe to found 
a charge on aoy thing that was depofed* Among s7- 5^< 
other aocufiuions, it was attefted, that hie had been 
heaid to fay, / will deftrvj this tmple made with 
handi^ and wiibm tine days 1 wU build amtber witb^ 
cut bands. But neither did this appear of weight 50^ 
fuffident for their purpofet 



52. The koXt need not Rquire that he fled from them llterallf 
n/^edg but only without hit u^r garment. 

54* It was then near midnighty which migh^ be cold at that 
jTeafoii, though the day might be warm. This all travellers tell 
us is common in thofe countries. 

56. lam ^ fjMfTvpuu UK i^wt : The (kpofiHms *tvere not equal ^^ that 
is, either to a fentence of death^ ^or perbaps> becaufe tfae^ were 
contradi^^oryt 

^ The 



60. lkeM^b^ftiitSi4ma fiOng up^ iflM^ Icftis, Mnm 

6f ; be iiiiKtoflfiiiyiiii hiifjcnm lisfimee) -Bm- ds he hdd 

: Ij^Mm. (rfau^ed mth. nolhiiig, he attbtaied fiothing. 

'i'-^tr^Amcmg .otbier iqteftiimsy ifafe faiglK^piieft ^aik^ 

f2. him. Whether heims the Chrifti^Tb this I^ftift 
thought proper to anfwer m the affirmative; and 
R&nced him to a grand event, the deftt^dioft of 
IfinifaleiD, ^edHy ^omfaig oa, fi>if a coaCriiaddoii 
63 • 64. b£ 1b6 pret^xifion^. ■ jj t-"- Tfak was. all ;;hat in^ai ddived» 
The . Ugfe^padi: pi^ raadr esiotion-^ed oei^ What 
seed tre.£ikitfie# i.t»inieie$ i yii JUMVk^rttr^t he bkf:: 
phf m^; Mliu On iifa tbfe^i^iAieie Umiiicihififolved ^ef 

6^, had now fuffideabAeadincei >tbi/idanili ^dis^ife. -^— ^ 



t« « 



The affemUy tfaak waSsi aod4bc tftetfre^M left 

in the hands of tfad£efvant$, .viio tftemM t» tie viMi 

eadk. other^in.l^Qwifig him pyeiy ioflaiice (^ iftdi^fiit^ 

and oflkii6i(e isehavioqfr ' '* 

66. 67. . In ithef mMn tiiiHiBster contintiiag In^'lile hall, va« 
9coeAM by: aii'iineaat-maid, as -a pirfon that be- 

68. longed Dd ilefiss.': But ia gmt agicaciiM he dMied 
that he Juid any knoMlledge of hitn. tie left thd hell, 
febweveiv And'veol out into the peimh, wliei^» he 

6^ faeardvdie coo^ crew«* It bappea^d^'^«irhile h(^ was 
there, another maid feemgbicv repeated thefdniier 
obfervation; which Peter denied a fecond time. 

70. Soon after fome people coming up, a^rmed there 



62/ Though JcftisV rcfenrfng the high-pneft to fiich an cvcDt 
coyid bavc no ciTc^l at . tiat t'tmt^ yet it furniilhed a ftropg 9nd 
perhaps a recorded argument^ after ward^' It t{i(Q be^apae pror 

. :« could 
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iQouJid be no doubt about the m^ter ; for his very 
fpeech betrayed him to be 3 G^alile^m — !-* On :thi« 71, 
Petefj with i^ebemeat impcecatiQUs declare^^ th^C 
be ^as n9t gv&i acquainted with {ejCus. 890)1;^ yafter^ 7v 
he hea(rd . the . <;ock cr^w a fecond tim^^- ^^ic|> 
brought ^e words of Jefus full into his iKiemory» 
la an agony^ of diftrefs he ran out^ and gave yent ia 
private to the bittereft tears of felf*convi£ldon and 
remorfe* 



had b^^ e^eurpuxing CHA 



to put a cnminal ^^ 
to deaths 'I^h^y had concpxjte^^ the matter hpwever 
fo as to carry hin|» though 9t that early hour, (for i{ 
now drew towards inomio^y) .before Pontius Pil^i 
the Roman governor^ who wa$ on all occafioos ref^f 
to oblige them* But as they did not ^hink that 2. 
Jefus's confedin^ himfelf tQ be fke Me^ab "would 
have much w^ght with a I^eathen n^B^dff^ i\iisf 
changed the word M^ffiah into, the kingcf 4be Jevffj 
which^ though an equivalent e;qpre(non in the laor 
jguag^of their prophets, was yet greatly msne .often* 
five tp ^he Hpm^ns* Pilate accprclingly ^ed b^m^ 



1 



«- .*- 
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yif The word nr//SeyW cannot fignify, when he thought thereon. 
j^ome render U as here, rmumg or tkr^mntig hmfe{fmtt\ and othert^ 
covering his head with a nuuule* .. None of the evangelifts hath 
relate^ k circm^ftaatiaUy as St. Mark, the d$«aial pf St. Peter, 

hjch hi|th all " 

onpUpty.imt 

bable that thrpa^h the mquis of tl^fi .?po,ftk he was Ca p^icu^ 
Urly circumftaDtial fa the ^all o{i4^;c^0|U , 

whether 



i^i ST. MARK. 

whether he really profefled any claim of this kind ? 
To this Jefus anfwered, that he certainly did not in 
^at tempore fenfe iti which he had i)een accufed. 

j^^.j, In the mean time the chief priefts laid many 

and grievous accufations'to his x^afg^t'but be 
anfwered nothing, which Pilate took notice of with 
fcrprife. 

6.7-8.9. That magiftrate, however, concaving that the 

10. XI. matter was of very frivolous import, determined on 

an expedient to releafe him. • ' It Was ah annual 

cuftbm, at -the paffover^ for the Roman governor to 

releafe la prifoner at the option of the* people : and 

• . • t 

as there happened to be at that nine a very no* 
torious offender, one Barrabbas, in ciiftody, Hlate 
fuppofed, that as the difference between Jefus; and 
him was fo very (Inking^ the people coyld not he- 
iituate about the matter. It happened' however Qth|^« 
wife ; for as Pilate plainly (hewed an inclination to 
feve Jefus, they clamoured the louder, defiring 
that they might have ffieir privilege of option j and 
requefted that Barrabbas might be the -favoured 

j2, perfon. —— Pilate again demanding in^^^j fort of de- 
rifion, with a view to raife compaffioh, what be 

I J. (hould then do with the king of the Jew&? they 
all cried out, demanding that he nught be crucified. 



■*^rf^»^^*- 
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. II. This cannot well be' fuppofed of tie feofitiiti gineraf, at that 
caiiy hour, before they co^ld be coUefted ^ bti^ rfttb^r of the fer- 
vantt and retainers of the teniplcy ^toy h)»'d(>^bi!> amountecl to 
a large body. And e?en thbfe were 'w^ught 6if by the duef 
prieftvy as it appearte^ to fiivour thefr Btrdgo.' tiee a note oa 
Matt, xxvii. 39. Sce-adfo^Man. *t; ii. «'••-'-' 

^Klate 
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Ptiate, athirdrtiinemtj^xi|[|^^ WormeitheAf r^ 
that Dothing worthy of death^vba^ b^n Iwl, ito. hi» 
charge. But it availed Qptl^g: thci cli^MoAs^^xofe 
higher^ and they all with cjne yoif:e*£kmwdei thM 
he might be crucified. -^—^Pilate^ tliertfore, >ua)»d(f 15. 
ling to cHfoblige the high-prieftandbis party^ re* 
leafed Barrabbas, axid condemned Jefus to be fcourged 
and crucified. , . • 

Jefus was then deUveired to: the fo)d)ef$|pr. esf^ *& 
cution^ who had the fame liberiy allQfi^ed ^tii\sm. of 
exerciHng thdr wanton cruelty: upon him, whidh 
had been allowed before tff, die fervants of the lugh*' 
pi^eft. They immediately^ caljed the whole cc^ort 
together into the guard-room; where^ clothing 17. 
Jefus in a purpk robe, and puttmg a mo(^*crowii 
on his head, and a reed for a fqeptre in his hand, they 
firft retired a few paces, and falutiag him» cried, 1 9. 
Hail, kingof the Jews. Th^ taking the reed out 29* 
of his hand, they ftru^k him iM the head, .and fpit 
upon him.--p-«-Then^^tiring again,, as if they had 
been guilty of fome ^igtif^ offence, they woriUpped 

him as a God. After they had thus (ated their ao. 

brutal malice, they took off the purple robe, and' 
replacing his own garments, led him to death} 31. 
• 

. 25. See a note 00 (l4t^ xxvu. 26* 

17. Sec Matt. xxva. 2g. • 

18. Se« a notebn Matt. xxTii. tQ. 

2 1 . 'He 18 isLid CO be iit falker of AigpcanJtr. and JRufm, ThdEie 

perfons were probably well known at that time. Thcfc little 

iadiredi appeals to perfons (which are frequent in th^ New 
Teftament} are commonly thought, and with jufiice, to be aa 
argument in favour of the truth of t^efe fimple narrativea. 

2 f . See a note on Matt* xxvii* 3 z« 

obliging 



1^ i^ liAJtlg 

obli^g mi^ihbM^ 4 CftetSahi mhim they kA 
dttittUy met| and prota^ fappoM to be te £(biplei 
M.^3%4. to affift him^ til bekAng Mb crafi. HaTtng brought 
'^*'^* Mitt to a mcMrillt, ttHed OofgoHia^ winch fignifies the 
I»lae«' of a ikoll; tbey offered bim in derilion^ after 
hik fiiti^e^ an embittered draoght^ which he re^^ 
faftdi 

It was yet only tune o'cllodt in the mormng ; fo 
expeditioufly had the chief priefts hurried oter the 
iflU r, Ibte te a|^rehen(iotl oii th6 prece£ng even- 
hig.' the' feldi^rs then naSfed l&ta to the crofe^ and 
pladog effer his head ' an infoifipdon^ th ' king if the 
Jewfy ht down to pax^ his garmients among them^ 
*7* *•• Two mdeiaCtors alfo lii^effe crucified with him, one 
on eaclv hand-; fo completely was the prophecy of 
ISmh fulfiUed, which defcribes the Mefiiah as heini 
«9. nimAered ivHb'^iranfgrejffbrs:'^^--'^^'^^^ had been al- 
leged agamft him at his triaf,^ wals now retorted with 
30. . great fik>m: Tbbtr^ that dejltajeji' the temple^ ani 
btdldift it in three dap^ fttue thjfdf, ana come down 
31.32. ^ciii/i&^rrg^.-»—— 'The chief ^rftfftsaTTo and ScHb^ 
joined their revilings with thofe of the people :' Et 
flived atbetSy they cried, letbim now' /dve himfelf : let 
bhri/l'i the Sing of I/raef, defcend' from' the crofs^ and 
ive vriil mieve. ' ... 

ZZ* Jlbout twelve o'clock a fudden dailcne& orer<> 
fpread the fun, and threw an aiMfof gidbtn. upon the 

J4* whole tranfaftion. J^t three^ /Jefu^ , who had 

xiow hui^ fix hour9 on the^rdfs in patie^ fuSeriiig^ 



28. S^iraiahHfi.xi. 

34* See a note on Matte xs^rii; 46. 

bang 



f 



hmfaba^banl : -My (^ddi^-f^(M§?^9^)^hmtpri' 

fiiVen m? They, vrhtf 9ti^ Vf\ «fflfeol£«'ifie 'exi 35. s^. 

of viWgiV,' at th^ end dftf "rWa, '.^^^-his^'riiftrfh, 
afiother ifetf'/ Let Rim ktene ; '• fef ''^-i- 'fei '^betlieif 
Elijah wilt <J6me«' to &ve hinft -^-^ feflig AvWf 'tAt 37. 38; 
again in tfee''fithfe''iiripafG6ned" '•8iaTiftei^'''ki)ii^d J 
when inftantly the veil of the tem^e,^ 'vHffiSh •fe^a'- 
rated the Holy of Holies, was rent afunder; indi" 
(»tfog pivijrty, -tkit aft diftitaaion lldii^edtf^JeW^iind - : :: 
eetltite i»a« bow abofifted. — -^. Ai^odg' GtHi$('?l<fl5i fi- 
monicis d^ the awltiti g^Sdeur of thte' g^esft «^6M$ 
i^t ^ the Romkii e^furtdni wfaa «M!ead^d"'the'^6< , 
cwsen, iboufdnidt bi emitted. Tht^ offider/'f^^^ 
the many fdlemn arid -fu{ieniak:ttral circumftaiiid^ 
vi4iiich accompanied the death of 'Jdus/ eo^'^d^f 
b^ crying oat-. Certainly this petfbn witi tkt! -I9ff^ 
fptlagi oflbmfc ©odi' ■• • ''' .5"^ -' ' •!« 

A few 'e£ I^i'»-diicipl^< i[fnd-^'<-(Ro&'%B^ 40.41; 
t;»eie'aK»c1fed:t(yfiii]^Jwel^\4{btllMi[i thS'tiiotMiP 
kvm* Sotfie pbus^'Mi<&trie6 slfb]^ iMb'<H8tf MvMn 
hitu fi'^'G»I!!e», flood»-^a (^^k(!^iuaux^i^iMbRg[ 42. 43. 
thafe wh& thotight the«^ert''i£)n tMlE' -roncelUiklX^ •: 
thn. {bldnm^^<dtet:itfhftf?"4a» -Jof^lis ^£<^i%fii94^3»a< 
iMff df -UKrttfH^ ifiit-^nl«Jip(ei(«6,'^4fadf>>^rA%W •« 
tadlied> tD' J^AftjU^'^q'i&if'^ia^ j^o^'^tti^»^eififk]j^ 
drew on, and as the next day was the fabbatb, when 
nothing could be^ done, went bokUjf to -Bilatey- aad- 

. | . Ill ]• *■ 1 1 ] ii ir i ' , I > i» ' 1 ■ » . i nmwMV M ^W ii ii i li tiw<->4»<ifc»Tt- 

, • 39. see a note d« tte p^hjltf ^stefge^ of ^ijlaHft^*?.'""' * 

begged 



i9t ST. MAEK^ 

4f 45* bfegged die body of JcAi8«^^—» Pilate fearce <m^ 
ceiviiig that he oooU be dead, made himfelf fure of 
that pomt fiNNii the centuiiony who attended the 
execution, and then granted the requeft. — -*- Jofeph 
taldng the body from the croft, wrapped it in fine 
linen, and depofited it in a new tomb which he had 
hewn in ft rock; fixing, at the fame time, a large 
flone before the mouth of the fepulchre, to which 
It had been fitted* 

CHAP. T^ ^y ^^ ^^ iabbatb, very early in the 

^vi. jnoming, Mary Magdalen, and Mary the mother of 

I. 2. James, and Salome, brought fpicea to embalm the 

I J, ^ body« In the way, they confulted how they fiiould 

xeaovethe ftone which cbfed the fepulchre. But 

«n coming to the place, they found, to their great 

5. aftoQiflbment, that it was removed. They then 

entered the fepulchre, and to their dill greater 

aftoniihment, fiiw an angel fitthig in fplendid array. . 

^ . 6. JLm they ittrsated through fear, the angel thus ac- 

cofted. them ; Be not a&aid. I know your errand : 

you feek y^ifr crvdfied Saviour. He is opt here. 

He is, rifen from the dead. See the place where bis 

7. body; > lay. <v-—<^ And nq;w go, ^ell his di&iples to 

meet him m .Galil|se,i ^^hl he ^ ^ri^ieriy ordoired tbem. 

i. 'rr^Qf^ this .*e ^ wc)9V)Pi! ie^^mg the fepulchre.in 

{^t^cpnfiifiqpjf^ a^ia^9:ot:pafSoQ8,. were met. 

• • ' J ( ' • 

mention of that apoftle was probably to (hew himt that not- 
withfti^dip^bis ^mal^of Chiffti , Ivi repcntaocc had reftoicd him. 



CHAP. :x:yi/. 193 

by Jefus^ v^q firft difcoyered tamfelf to . M^ g. 
Magdaleil. She imoiediately . ran to fais. (Hfciples, lo tu 
whom ibe found in forrow aod great dejedion^ and 
endeavoqred to animate them with the joyful bews.of 
Jefus's refurreftion. But they gave little credit to 
her ftory. 

. After that) Jefus appeared to two of the difciples u* ij. 
themfelves, as they walked into the country. They 
likewife informed the reft of their brethren^ but were- 

equaily difcreditedt 

. • • . .1 

Soon afterwards he appeared again to all the 14* 
eleven ^dtfciples afiembled together, and gently chid 
their unbelief in a matter of which he had fo often 
fpokeft :to them) and which had been fo well at- 
tefted by eye-witneJOfes. — He then gave them his i j^. 
laft inftni&ions. Go, faid he, and preach the gof* 
pel, from henceforth, to all the* world. They, ig^ 
who believe its doftrines, and obey its rules, ihall be 
faved : but thej^, who rejeft its evidences, muft 
take on themfelves the confequence. And that you 17. ig. 
may be the better enabled to preach the gofp^l, you 
Ihall be endued with the power of working mi« 
racle& 



18. 1/ they drtnh any deadly things 5cc. Wh)' ffiould they drink 
mny deadly thing f Not as a miracle, one fhould fuppofe. Perhaps^ 
as poifoning was at this time carried to a great height^ and often 
ufed in executing criminals, the apoiiics might be expofed to it by 
their fecret cQeiDies. 

Vol. L O After 
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ST. MARK. 



" After Jfcfus had given them thefe snftrudibns', be 
afcended into heaven : and they, obedient to his 
word, went put, and every where preached the go£- 
pel, and confirmed the truth of it by mirades. 



19. It fecms to have been neceflaiy for the apoftles to have 
been witnefles of our Saviour's afcenfion. T9 fye him aBve after 
his death, was evidence fulfieient of hia refurrcftion. Dr. Lard- 
njer, tn apology for St. Matthew and St. John, who have 
omitted meRti iiing the afcenfion, fays, its truth is included in 
the rcfurredtioa : and, no doubt to the be hever, St may be ; but 
not to the gainfayer, who might deny the fa£^ and fay, that 
Chrift had only fecreted himfelf. It appears to me, therefore, 
that if none of the evangelifts had borne teftimony to the afcen- 
fion. of Chrift, it would have lieen a great defideratUQi in the 
facred hiftory ; and 1 was rather furprifcd at finding fo judicious 
a; critic as Di . Lardqer laying ib jitUe ftrefs on the mention of this 
circumftance. See hi& letter to Mr. La Roche^ ia the App^odia 
erf his Life by JDr. Kippis, Mr. Paley, fn his excellent book on 
the Evidences of Chridianky, accounts for the omiSon m the tvo 
evangelifts, by fuppofing they confidered it as a fa£k of fuch no- 
toriety, that they thou^t the mention of it unnecefliry. St. Toha 
aHudes to it often (vi. 62.— iii. 13.— xvi. aS.-^ita. 17,), 3ec 
Foley's Evid. vol. i. p. 162. 
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PREFACE 



TO 



St. LUKE'S GOSPEL. 



A 



FTER St. Matthew's gofpel, which gives us the cleareft 
and fulkft account of the life and doftrine of our blefTed 
Saviour^ we have St. Mark's j which adds a few circum* 
fiances to the facred ftory ; but is chiefly valuable as a^con* 
firmation of St. Matthew. 

The next in order is St. Liike. This evangelifl: is fuppofed 
to be the fame p&rfpn who, under fimilar names, is nien*> 
tioned in the A^s, and in feveral of St. FauFs epiftles, in 
pne of which he Is ftyled a phyfician *. Though 'his nantci 
has rather a Gentile than a Jewiih found, yet he is generally 
fuppofed to have been a Jew, at leaft a Jewifii believer. As 
to a common opinion of his haying been a painter, ther« 
feems not to be the lea£t foundation fpr it in antiquity. 

From the pen of this evangelift we have a rich accei&on to 
the facred ftory. Tl^ hiftory p£ the bitth of John the 
^aptift — .-feyeial particulars relating to the birth of oujr Sa* 
yiour — the parable of the gopd Samaritan-'— of the prodigai 
(on — of Dives and Lazarus — of the wicked judge -— of the 






* Ads wi» I* Rom. xvi. 21. Col. iv, 14. 2 Tim. iy, i c» 
PJiilem. 24. ' V ■ ^ ' 
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St. LUKE. 



AS many have written accounts of the life and CHAP, 
death of Jefus Chrift, on which the Chriftian 
builds his faith ; I thought it right, my refpefted 
Theophilus, to draw up my account alfo of thefe 
things. I have had fo perfefl: an information on 
this, fubjef):, from eye-witnefles, that I am enabled 

to 




3. It is not well decided^ whether TheopMlus, ia a real perfon or 
a feigtied one. The title of esecellent implies the former : the name, 
which may fuit any religioas perfon, implies the latter. 

5 St. Luke tells us, he wrote from the information of others ; and' 
feems to reilrain the meaning of the word avu^iv to the fenfe 
given in our tranflation. — —See more on this point in the general 
preface. 

4. St. Luke fpeaks here of feveral gofpels which had been 
written in his days ; and though the partictilars of what he faya 
rather incline us to think favourably of thofe gofpels, yet his 
general fenfe gives us an unfavourable idea of them. For if £91 
many gofpels, in thofe days, had been written faithfully^ what 
occafion was there for St. Luke to write another \ None of the 
ancients* nor any good interpreters, fuppofe he means St. Mat- 
thew's gofpel or St. Mark*fi ; neither of which, it is probable 
was written at that time : or if they were, it is very improbable 
that he had feen them. — The evangelid fays, he writes in 
order \ froia which fome harmonizers, particularly Le Clerk^ 
have taken it for granted, that he is more exad in point of time 
than any of the evangelifls ; and h&ve reduced! the chronology 
of all the gofpels to the chronology of St. Luke. ' But other 
critic are of a dififerent opinioa ; and conceive, that St. Luke 
)iad no iot^nUQn to tcftify his particular cxa&nefi in point of time e 

but 
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to aiTure you and all other Chriftians, of the truth 
of that religion, in which you have been inftrufted. 



J, 6. In the days of Herod, king of Judea, lived a 

prieft, called Zacharias, who, with his wife Eliza- 
j. beth, were eminent examples of piety. They were 

both far advanced in years, and had no children. 
8^ g. As this holy prieft, according to the order of his 

,Q, courfe, was offering incenfe in the fanftuary, while 
II. the people were praying without, an angel appeared 

to him, ftanding on the right fide of the altan 
li. Zacharias, expreffing his furprife at the vifion, was 
13. told by the angel, that his prayers were heard — ^that 

God, in his own tim^, would grant. him 4 fon-r-tbat 



but only that he ^wuld relate event f in the order in %vh*cb he haJre^' 
ceived them. In general, it is fuppofcd^ that in ftrid chronology 
he is even the lead ex^ of any of the cvangeUfts, He tells as, 
that he mentions fucb facls as were delivere4 to hjm by thofc whq^ 
Jrom the beginrAngf tuerc eye wtne/fes. As he himfelf therefore 
was not an eye-^ltnefs of the things he records, but had his ac- 
counts from different people, we may fuppofe, he could not be fo 
exa^ tn combining fa^ls as St. Matthew^ who had been an eye- 
<witnefs of them himfelf. Grotiqs indeed fays, that in omni hac 
Kifteria, Lucam ad rerum, magis, quam ad temporwm ordinem 
^ttend^ret (fee hJs note on cap, iv- 21.) by whtch, I fuppofe, he 
nieans, that St. Luke puts fadls together in fuch 2t way as to make 
them iiluftrate each other. 

8. See an accoui^t iE)f the feveral orders of pri^flft i QKroiu 
xxir. io* 

10. There is fomcthmg beautifgl and poetical in that part of 
the Tewifh ceremonial, which fuppofes the prayers of devout 
Wormippers to be wafted to heaven iii odir?ferou:s wreslths of 
incenfe. David adopts the idea \ my trayer ti fet forth cf f^e in- 
eert/im Pf. cxli. a.. 



* / 



1^. It is well known how muc^ the Jews ahvay^ wt(lxcd for o£» 
fpi»gf in hopes of giving bifth to (he &teifi?h. 



CHAP. I. 4^3 

the name of the child ihould be John-<*that he ihould 14. 
be the fource of great joy to all nations -^ that be 1 j» 
ihould live with the anfterity of a Na;parite, and a£t 
under the ini^uence of the holy fpirit of God -~ that %6. 
t he ihould call the children of Ifrael to repentance 

<— -and, in the power of Elijah, (hould prepare the iy« 
world for the reception of tht Mei&ah. 

Zacharias, recovering from his furprize, was at i3. 
firft ftruck with the improbability of the thing, on 
account of the very advanced age both of himfelf 
and of his wife ; and aiked the angel, by what iign 
he ihould know the truth of this gracious me0age i 

■■ The angel told him, that his name was Gabriel ; 19. 

and that the very appearance of fuch a heavenly 
meifenger was fign fuf&cient : but that, as be wanted 20. 
a farther iign, he Ihould have one, which ihould alfo 



14. A name ^vrhich fignifU^ the mercy of God ; ox (as Bifbop 
Pearce thinks) yiTy and^ladnefs. 

17; To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children^ This is a 
difficult paffage. 15 i (hop FtirCCy and other commtntators^ con« 
fider Chrift as the child ta whom the fathers ihould be turnedt 
which I think rather a forced interpretation. The fa6l is» the 
words of Malichi.(iv. 6«] are not quoted here, but only alluded 
to- In Malachi the ftnfc is fuller : Hefhall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the cWdren ; and the heart of the chlidren to their fathers / 
wbicb^ in my opinioiif means only to exprefs that geaeral pbilaa« 
thropy which toe Chriflian religion was intended to introduce \ 
and which the prophet Ifaiah characterizes by thofe expreflive 

{mages of the lion andthtlpsnb lying do^n together* &c. 1 think i# 

remarkable, though 1 never faw it remarked, that the bible (hould 
conclude, as it does in this paiTage of Malachi, with fuch a noble 
prophecy of the advent of the Meffiah. Behold I ^ill find yont 
Elijah the frofhety before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 
ihe Lord s and he f hall turn the heart of the fathers to the children^' 
and the heart of the childr4n io their father 4 ; lefi / came andfmke the 
earth with a curfe : that is^ left I execute ^he great curfe of which 
yoQ read ifi the beginning of Gftfiefli. 

be 



ao4 ST. LUKE. 

be the puniihtneDt of his tinbelief. You ihall be 
dumb, faid the angel , till this event be fulfilled. 

zi. ' Dunng this interview, a much Icmger time had 
^lapfed, than feemed neceiTary for Zacharias's ftay 
in the fanduary ; at which the people were not a 

9t* Uttle furprif^d. But when he came out of the tem- 
ple, they foon found he had feen a v^on, from thofe 
dumb anions by which he endeavoured to explain 
his meaning. • . 

aj. Notwithftanding this vifitation, Zacharias conti* 

nued to perform the funftions of his ofSce at Jem- 
falem, till the time of his adminiftration was ended. 
14.25. He then retired to his houfe in the country xrithf 
his wife ; who, fequeftering herfelf from the world, 
fpent her time in praifing God for his woaderful 
mercies to her. 



z6, 27. About fix months after this event, the angel Ga» 

briel was fent to Nazareth, ai city of Galilee, to a 

virgin of the name of Mary, who was efpoufed to 

Jofeph, a perfon of low ftation, though immediately 

x8.99.30. defcended from the houfe - of David. To this holy 

2435'^^ virgin the angel appearing, pronounced her blefled 

among women ; and foon eafed her apprehenfion on 

fo wonderful an interview, by tellmg her, that flie 

was highly favoured in the fight of Crod, who had 

appointed her to be the indrument, in a miraculous 

manner, of bringing the Meiliah into the world. 

T he angel then, as a confirmation of the truth 

36. of this great event, informed her of the miraculous 

27. circumftances. in which bf;r jpoufin Elii^abeth was 

then 



then rejoicing; adding, that events, which men call 
miraculous, . v^e as eafy to God as the mod or« 

dinary efFefts of his power. Mary, with great 

humility, received this divine . falutation ; praying, 
that God would make her worthy of the. favours 
he had bellowed t 



After this' wonderful information, her firft care 39.40, 
was to impart the circumftances of it to her cotifin ^ 

Elizabeth, ' who* was fo greatly concerned in them. 
Accordingly (he topk a journey to the mountainous 
country; ^here Zachariasr dwelt. ■■ On their firft ^f • - 
intervie^jv,''- it pleafed God to give all . thefe holy 
perfons, in a fingular manner, a new conviftion of 
the truth of his promifes. Mary had no fooner fa- 
luted! ElfeabHh; and told ^heneff and, than the child, ". '• 
vdth which Eli^beth was nbH^pregnant, feemed td 
leap for joy; On this, as if the 'whole truth had 43. 
burft upon 4hat holy woman^ at once, (he cried out^ ' 
in the fpirit of God : — ** Bleffed art thou among 
women ; ^nd bleffed the holy child thou haft con* 
'CeiVed. With' what humble thankfulnefs (hould I f^. ^^ 
receive this viflt from the mother of the Meffiah ! 
£v^i the very babe within me leapt for joy. BlelFed 44. 4;« 



.. J 



39* I ihoidd rather fuppofe this to hsre be<n her crnod, tham 
to prove the truth of the angelV veracity. 

39. If Zacharias dwelt at Hebron^ as is fuppofed, the length of 
the journey was about one hundred and twenty miles. See Wcli'l 
Geography. 

art 



4etf , ST. LUKE. 

art thou, who hift believed cbefe gl^ tidngs ; fi>r 
every thing that the Lord hath fpdken ihall cxmt 
to pafs*'^ 

46 47«^ Mary alfo, feized with the fame divine enthullafmy 
4*- ihos uttered her joy : — ** Praifed, praifed be the 
Lord for all his goodnefs! My humble ftate pre- 
vents not his making me the inftrumcnt of happinefe 
49* to all generations. It is the Almighty who hath done 
jo.51.5i. this. To him alone ourpraife is due. His merq 
^^* reds on them that fear him> howevar bumble their 

fiations are ; while pride» however exalted^ fluU be 
54. 55. brought low. -I — I Thus hath he! treated his holy 
people { and thus^ in remembrance of. his promife to 
Abraham^ will he ever treat them.'' 

s6 57. After the dep^ure of Mary,* whQr|>roIol](ged bet 

artfit about three n)0ftd)9, Elizabeth ; iiTas d^vered 

5^ pf a fo!^ ; and all her telationis came to fcgc^d with 

59- her oft fo wonderful a birth. » ■'■ On the .eighth daj 

the child was circunldfedy and n^med Zacb^ 

60.61 62. after bis father. But Eliasabeth oppofing it, they 

'' . appKed to Zacharias Umfelf i wbo» (^ing/for i 

!t^riting«table» wrote on it» that bis name (bould be 

John: at whidi they, ignoiant of the reefoHy were 

greatly furprifed. 

Soon after, the happinefs of this pious &mily was 
completed by the reftoration of Zacharias to the ufe 
of his fpeech ; which he immediately employed ia 
' blelfing and praifing Cod. 

• • • 

• * In 
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Ia th^ mean tim^, the fame of thefe wonderful ^S- 
events was fpread thi^ough the whole country, and^ 
ftruck all who heard them with fear and reverence. 
Every one concluded that a child thus born muft ^6- 
be intended to fulfil Ibme wonderful purpofe of 
God*— —In the forefight of this, Zacharias cora-. 67. 
pofed the following hymn. *« Blefled be the God 68. 
of Ifrael, who hath at length vifited his people, 
zfiA raifrd up that falvation in the faoufe of I)avid, .69. 70. 
which all his holy prophets, from the beginning of 
tiiw, have foretold. The covenant jwrhich he made 7' 7*«73' 
Wth ow falbers, the oath which he fwom uato '^^' ^^* 
Atoihaiti^ are now completed in out deliYerance 
from our fpiritual enemies ; that we may ferve God 
without fear, in righteoufnefs and holinefs of life. 
And thou, child, art deftined by God to be the fore- 76. 
runner of thlY" greay event — to prepare the way for 77. 78. 
tliat mighty Saviour, who, through tha mercy and 
free grace of God, will give falvation to his people 
by the remiffion of their fins — will guide them into 79* 
the path bf eternal peace — and extend this mercy to 
all who yet fit in darknefs, and in the fh^dow of 
death.'* — — Such was the holy joy and religious So- 
tfiaxikfubiefe which ran through every branch of this 
j^ious family. 
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79- It IS evident from this whole hymn, but efpfcially from the 
conclufion of it« that Zacharias was not mifled, as his countrymea 
commonly were, by the notion of a worldly deliverance, but ha(J 
i j^trkd, id.ea of the nature of the Meffiah's kingdom. 

z I la 
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In the mean time, as the -child advanced in y^rs, 
lie advanced alfo in the favour of God : and when 
be came to the ufe of his own judgment, he retired 
into the wildemefs, where he led a fevere life of ab« 
ftinence, meditation, and prayer, till the time ap- 
pointed arrived, when he was to take . upon him his 
pubEc miniflry* 

CHAP. About the time of John^s birth, Auguftus Csefar 

^^^^.^^1^^ had ordered the country of Judea to be inn^Ied by 

1.2. Quirinxus. In confequence of this order, everyrone 

3. went to his £amily-town to be regiftered among his 

4.5. anceftors. And Bethlehem being the family-town 

of 



T. The word unufjisvn often means only Judea. ^—^ This lor^Iliag 
was a preamble to a general tax, which AugtSftus (eems to have 
kepi hanging over the head of Herod, with whom he wai<iDiicli 
difpleafcd. Herod* by embaffies and evafionsy got the tax putuS 
from time to time, but the inrolment went on. 

t. Few pafTages in the New Teftament hate given more cffl« 
pl^yment to the critical abilities of learned men^ thaa the inro!- 
xxrent here mentioned by Qnirinius. It feems to contradi6t) in 
point of time, the evidence of profane *hift6riaf)6, -partieulavly of 
Jofephus. Dr. Lardner, in the firil vol. of his Credibility j^;liatli 
employed many more pages to fettle this point, than St. Luke's 
whole gofpel contains. He examines with great eirudkibn sad 
patience the opinion of learned men on the fubjefl ; and fettles it, 
that there were two inrolments made by Quirinius ^ and tfanflatet 
the fecond verfe thus : Thu was thejirft inrolmtnt made by ^uirimas, 
governor 0/ Syria. 

4. There is a difficulty, . which hath already been mentioned, 

in the two genealogies^ given us by St. Matthew and St«-Luke, 

both of which appear to belong to Jofeph. This verfe for- 

nilKes one folution of the dilliculty, and not a bad one. If Mary. 

Fiad been coniidered only as Jofeph's wife, (he had no occafion to 

go to Bethlehem. Nh going would have been fuffieient; and wc 

can hardly fuppofe, thai in the fitualion in which (he theft was, 

he 
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of Jofeph and Mary, who was now far advanced in 
her pregnancy, they were both, at this time, under 
the neceffity of taking a journey thither. -— — Thus, 6^ 
through Cscfar's order for the inrolment of Judea,. 
was brought about th^ birth of Chrifl: at Bethlehem,, 
according to the prophecy of Micah ; for here the 
holy virgin was delivered. As Bethlehem was ne- 7- 
ceilarily at that time crowded, the conveniences, of 
courfe, were fmalL The guefl-chamber in the houfe, 
where Jofeph and fixe lodged, being engaged, they 
were obliged to take what, accommodations they, 
could have in an out-houfe, where cattle were com^ ^ 

* _ ^ _ 

monly kept. Here Jefus Chrift was bom, and laid 

in a manger. * 

• . • * ^ 

^ ' ... . ■ 

The firft publication of this great event was jn the ^•9< 

iame ftyle of fimplicity.^ As a company of fliep- 

herds, near Bethlehem^ w^e watching their flocks 
by night, a fudden illumination fpread round them; 
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he would have taken her. From let going' therefore we are ted 
4o fuppofe».that^ was upder the nec^ty ',o§ going lii^ewiTc. 
This would have been the cafe if . her father had been dead 
without male iITue. "She would then have been the reprefcntative 
pf her famiiy.~In that cafe alfo, (he muft, by the Jewifh law, 
bave married a ktofman, Jdfcph's* family and hers therefore • 
would be the famt ; and one pedigree would include both. This 
feems very pilaufible ; but there are fome who fuppofe this inrolment 
was made according to the Roman cuftomsy by which women, as 
well as men, were iaroUed. 

6. Chap. V. 2. 

7. The word k^toJ^im, which is* here tranflated an inn^ is in 
Luke 3cxii. ll. and in Mark xiv* 14. tranflated a guefi chamber , 
and an upper-room ; cfther of which is a better word here. 

9. This illumination was the Sbechinab^ or divine light, which 
the Jews always underilood to be the fign of God's aufhoriiy ; whe- 
tber thev heaixl a voice alpne, or faw a form» This idea was very 
familiar in the early parts of the Jewifh hiilory. 

- Vol. LP ia 
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in the midft of tvhith an aogdic form appear^, 

atid inftantly difpclfed their fears by accents of joy* 

10.' i' ^ Fear not, (hid he,) I bring glad tidings,, not 

"• cmly t6 ydu, but to all people. This day is borti in 

the tiry of I)avJd, ^ S^vfour, which is thrift the 

"• Lord. As a' fign, ydd Ihall fiiid th^ hdly babe 

^ wrapped In fwaddHng rloaths^ and Ijring tn a 'nian« 

13. g^r/* — ^ As the angei fpoke, the fpletidid* light 
t^hich Iftcotnpafled the places appekted ftiddenly 
peopled with k htimbel' of the heavenly hoft, wid 

14. thus joined in a fong of pfaife t-^^— a^** Gfory be to 
God in the highfeft j and" on earth |Jeade, and good 
will to man.*' - 

'5-'^i7- As foon as this glorious vifion difappeared> the 

* ^* °' fhepherds, in obedience to it, went immediately to 

^_ * • » ' • • . . 

*^ Bethlehem, whei« fliey 'foiind eVery thing &^ the 
ingel hid defcifbfed. ^hnr returning with joy, they 
delated 'publicly all the wdnderftil circumftaricee they 

had feen.^ ^ From afi thefe things people in general 

expelled fome gr^at event to follow, though they 
)uiew not what : but Mary laid them all up with holy 
faith, in her heart ; and law more and mofre the gra^ 
dous promifes of God takmjg effect* 



31. 



* On the eighth day the ehlld was circomdfed, and 
called Jefus, according to the direflions which the 

22.7j.24- ^"R^" ^^^ ^^^^ with Mary tand foon after, on the oc- 
caiion of her purification, he was earned to Jerufalem, 
:to be pr^fented, as a.'firftf bprn, to th^ Lord^ wbea 
the proper legal facrifice \;«^as oftred. 



■--F 



24. Ste Exod.xI^iVa. , ' 

*: i ' .1 .. Tlierc 



CHAP, it air 

*there dw^k at that time in Jenifalein, a matt ^s* 
bf yex7 eminent pietyj Vrhofe name was Simeon* 
Thi^ detoUt peifon having long waited with hoiy 26* 
faith to fee the completion of the promifes of Cod^ 
bad a revelatioti from- Iieaven, that' he ibould not die 
i9i he had feen the Meffiah ; and being dire^d by 27. 
the fpirit of God fo^ enter the temple at the time 
when iefus txras brought there ; as foon as the cere« 
inony was over, he took the bleifed child into his ^^* 
arms, and thus fpoke : '^ Lord, now letted thou 29. 
thy fervant depart in peace, according to thy pro- « 
inife^ Mkie • eyes have now feen thy ialvation ; 30. 3 1 
which is preparing to fpread ]a^ throughout all nations 
•^the glory of Ifrael, and the light of the Oentiles/^ 32. 
■ > i ■ This holy prayer contributed ftill more to raife 



the joy and expeftation of the pious parents* 
^meon blefled tbem alfo ; and turning ' to Mary, 3^ 5^ 
This child, faid be, fliali n>ake the great feparation 
between good and bad» His dodrines fliali be the 
left of man's fincerity. In the mean time^ fuch 
vn\l be the oppofition againft him, that I caution 
yoU) and all his followers, not to expe£t a time of 
earthly fdidty, but a time of violence and perfe- 
cotion. ' 

Another holy perlbn lifcewife, at that time, dwelt 36. ff. 
in Jerulalem^ whofe name was Anna. She had from 
an early period of her life been left a widow, and 



3 9. It IB plain that Simeon alfo^ as well as Zacharias, had a 
clear idc* of the nature of ihc Mefliah'a kingdom. 



was 
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was now advanced to a very great age. She had 
ever been devoted to the fervice of God ; and was 
now favoured^ as Simeon alfo was, with the fpirit 
38. of prophecy •-*-*-**Thi8 pious woman coming into the 
temple when Jefus was there, was feized with a di- 
vine impulfe — gave thanks to God for this great 
completion of sill his promifes — and explained to the 
devout perfons then prefent, the nature bf the Mef- 
fiah's kingdom, which was about to be eftabliihed. 

39* » Jofeph and Mary having now performed all the 
ceremonies which the law required, returned to 

40. Nazareth with Jefus ; who increafed in wifdom as he 
increafed in age ; and foon began to (hew the effe£U 
of the divine grace upon him. 

4j. 4*1 When he was about twelve years of age, his pa* 
rents took him with them again to Jerufalem to 
attend the paflbver, which they themfelvesi con- 

43. 4^. fiantly attended. On their return, they miifed him ; 
but as there was a great company of their relations 
and acquaintances going on before, they concluded 
he was among them i and without farther folicitud^ 

45. continued their journey. But i^ the evening find* 
ing this* was nbt the cafe^ they returned to Jeruia* 

* lem in great diftrefs, and fought him in all parts of 

46. the dty. At length they found him in one of the 
fchools of the temple, liftening to the dolors, as 

they 



46. It is not probable they fought him three Jayt in Jerufatem ; 
^ut that they found him on the third day after they had jniiTed' 

him. 
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they expounded the law ; and aikiilg fuch queftions 47- 
as (hewed a wifdom which filled every one prefent 
with aftonifliraent. His parents were furprifed at 48. 
finding him there : and his mother could not forbear 
afking him. Why he' had been fo inobfervant of 
them, and had occafioned them fo long and forrow* 
ful a fearch ? Jefus anfwered. How is it that you 
fought me ? Where could I fo properly be found as 49. 

in my father's houfe ? Though they were far 5^*5^- 

from clearly underftanding what he faid, yet Mary 
laid up this fpeech in her memory among the various 
other notices flie had received of the great defigns 
which God intended to bring about through her fon« 
^ After this, Jefus returned with his parents to 
Nazareth, and continued with them till he entered 



*««■ 



him. Two daf 8 had already heen - fpent in journeying and re- 
tumiog. — Our blefled Saviour is often repreftnted on this oc- 
cafion, ^%JiUtng among the doSors^ and difputing with them ; but 
the text imph'es nothing more than his fitting, as was injoined to 
learners, at their feet, The aflcmbly of dodlors here men- 
tioned, was probably one of thofe fchools where youth wcrf exa- 
mined, as was ufual^ with regard to their proficiency in the 
law. ' ^ 

49. The words in the original, Ev tms (oyiOi;) ra vccr^i fia, 
feem very capable of this interpretation > which certainly gives 
more propriety to the fenfe. Why fhould you fearch for me, 
fays our Saviour, with fuch -folicitude ? Could not you rccolleft, 
that it was moft likely to find me —(not about \m father's hvfinefsf 
for that, he might have been any where ; but) in my father's houfe ? 
" Dr. Doddridge, from the common interpretation of this 
paffage, takes occafion to niake a very aifedionate addrefs to his 
younger brethren of the miniftry ; whom he exhorts not to give 
up their time chiefly to the curlofities of learning, much less to 
amufcments, but to attend to their principal fun^ion, left in 
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5^. on his nuniftry ; increafing ia ^ace and £vrcm wid^ 
God and man. 

Such was the birth and early youth of £bek tvp 
great perfonstges, fp nearly connacted with -each other ^ 
'• «• 3» John the Baptift and JFefus Chrift. They were 
bom in the fortieth year of Auguftus CaEfer ; buf 
It was not till the fifteenth ' of Tiberius, the fuccecd^ 
ing emperor, that they entered upon their public 
miniftry. ' 

At that time, by the expf^fs command of God^ 
John waf6 ordered to preach repentaace to the peo- 
pfe, a^nd prepare them fot the g^fpel^ agreeably ^ 
4. 5* ^ the prophecy of Ifaiah, Tke vms rf ^ne pjing in the 
ivildernefs^ Prepare ye ibe way t^ the Lord ; make, hi^ 
fathsjiraight. . Every valley Jhall be filled^ and everyi 
mountain and bilijhail be brought low ; and the erooie(i 



I. The date is afcertained i^ the t^xt by the mention of th^ 
chief magiftrates then prefiding Learned men have found great 
difficuliy with regard to the fif^^^^Sth year of Tiberius. The 
point k diTcoflred at large m the end of the firll volume of Lard- 
iieV'f Credibility.— —It is obfervable, that the names of two high 
pritfts are mentlonedi. The cafe was, that after the dominion of 
the Romans, great confufion was introduced into the jiigh-prfeft- 
hood : and indeed, neither the evangelifts nor Jufephas are very 
exaft in ufing the fingular number, giving the natnc of high- 
prieft foraetimes to thole priefts next in order to the high-prieft. 

One thing with regard to the date is rather remarkable t 

which is, that tome learned men have calcnlateS, that if the Jew» 
fiad continued to obferve their years of Jubilee, the fifteenth year 
of Tiberfus would have fallen in with the laft of them. This is 
an argument (if it can be proved) of fome ufe againft the Jews,' 
who lay, the Mtfliah wiD appear in the laft Jubiitc. Within thi 
iVicceedhrg fifty years, the city and ^oyerniiieat ^ivtrc dcftroycd. 
Baufobre's Introd. 



JhaU U made firai%ht ; an4 ^b^ rouzh ,w^y Jball ^e 
m^fle fm^otb : and all mmkh^ JhqU fee fh? /cif'qation 
of God* — - In preaching to the peoplg, Jphn in- \* 
veighed feyerely againft /in, wd the eonfequepqe^ of 
it •— he explained Jp them jhe najture and ertd of true 8. 
repentance — he told them, that all the peculistt" pri- 
vijege$ of which the Jew3 bpfifted were npw at an 
end — that God »ieant to raife up children to Abrar 
han) frofli ^1 ma^ind *— thait t^e time of tl^is great 
difpenfation was now aj^roachipg> wd .th?it me* 9. 
;oaghj:weU Jto ,<?oi;^ider the riik they ran in dcfpifin^ 
tUm Ji»ft gr^iit offer of Gpd*s mpr^y.-rr— rSuch w^ lo. u. 
the general fubjedl of John's exhortations* And 
when many velWi^ojfed people ftlked hipi. What , 
^ey (hould. do I He pfprticularly tr^ommeoded to 
J^exn .^s pf chjarity atid me?qy» Pepp]^ ?^lf9 pjF 12.13. 14. 
.different profejQ^Lons, publicans, ani^ fgldlers, repent- 
Wg ojF their fin^ '?fld coming to hi§ tl?sP^fm, .^efired 
his inftrufi:iopu Tp a»U of t|;iem h^ recommended 39 
e?ca^ attentipn to t;hofe dHties which their feveral 
employments, led th^ra mpft to tranf^^efs. 

The gravity and authority of John's preaching ^S- 
occafioned a general fufpence in the minds of men ) 
and moft people were Inclined to think \am the Mefr ^ 

iv^ JRut Jphm with great warmth, .checked ^11 itf. 
fuppofitjons of th^t l^ind, I baptise you, faid he^, 

■ 

8< See this idea explained Rovfi, iv« 

•14. /X) '^sp^e^^^ ^ ^ ^^^ f neliifir ^cciffi aay fylfiljf* Cotnmit 
:llonie i^i\Uoi^ putr^ges w)iich are comi^pp io war — nor s^s delat^rfi 
j^w\\o }if^TCfio«k^^n afRORg Jhe J^omap foldicry) carry up wife ac- 
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only with water: but that great perfon, for whom 
I am not worthy to perform the meaneft offices, wiH 
[ry. baptize you with the Holy Ghoft. I only preach to 
you J but his fuperior office will be to try the hearts 
of men, and make the final fepdration between good 
and bad. 
j8* This was John's ufual manner of addreffing him- 

19. felf to the people : but thinking it his duty to exer-' 
cife a freer kind of exhortation, on proper occafions, 
he ventured even to reprove Herod for his inceftuous 
ao. life. That prince, unable however to bear fo free 
an advifer, added to his other crimes the imprifon- 
ment of John. 
JI.22. But before that event took place, Jefus himfelf 
came, among others, to his baptifm. In thd midft 
of the devotion which attended that ceremony, it 
'pleafed God to ^ive an awfiil teflimony of the divinity 
of JeJTus. The clouds opened, and a fplendid light 
refted upon him j from which a voice, proclaimed. 
Thou art my beloved fon : in thee I am well pleafed. 
%l—l%. — — But with regard to his earthly parentage, he 

fprang 
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2i.'^cad Iiwtf here with the article ra. When yduobfervca 
thijig regularly 4one above fix hupdred timesy as \r0ui with the 
article, and find it omitted> under the fame circumflanceary not 
above twenty times^ we may fairly fuppofe a miftake in tranferibm^jr. 
Iii0v;, without the article* is one Jefus, any Jefus. With the article 
it means the Jefus^ of whom this htftory is written. 

22. See a note on Matt. iii. 16. 

23. Some critics fuppofe, that the pedigree of JeTus infertcd 
here, was Mary's pedigree, and not Jofeph's. Jofeph, who is 
here called the fon of Heli, is called in St. Matthew the fon of 
Jacob. This difference they accommodated by^n eafy parentbcfic 
in St. Luke's texft ; m («; fyofo^iro v»^ Itm^) t« HX» : bang 

{thet^ 
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fprang in a dire£l line frooa David, and. was at this 
lime about thirty years of age. ^ 

After his baptifm, Jefus prepared himfelf for his CHAP, 
miniftry, by retiring, under the influence of the 



{though fippofedio be the/on of yofeph) the fon^ or tmmedtaif mak' 
de/cmJottt /rom Hell, This fenfe alfo the Talmud ftrengthens by 

calling Mary the daughter of Heli. Some again fuppofe, that 

St. Matthew gives the real progenitort of Jofeph ; and St. Luke 
Daytd^s heire through another channel. He omits Solomon^ and 
takes Nathan : but in Salathiel both their genealogies unite. 
Other, differences may be reconciled in the fame way. — ^^— The 
J«wi(h mode of reckoning defcents may alfo greatly afult us in re<* 
conciling the differences between St. Matthew and St. Luke. The 
Jfraelitifh family was fometimee regiftered according to nature^ 
and fometimes according to latv^ when the brother raifcd up feed 

to the brother. Sec Lardncr's Crcdibil. Part H. ch. xxxvii. 

Other folutions have already been given of the difficulties occa- 
fioned by thefe two genealogies. We may fuppofe the prophecy 
of Jefus's fpringing froni the houfe of David to be fulfilled by 
his being the rept^ed or legal fon of Jofeph. See a note on Matt* 
1. I . — — Or we may fuppofe, that Jofeph «nd Mary were bpth 
of the fame family, and had therefore the fame pedigree. See a 
note OD Luke ii. 6. ——After all, though there may be fome ob- 
fcurity with regard to thefe two genealogies at this late day, it Is 
impoffible to' conceive the evangelifts would have inferted them> 
if they had not known them at their time to be universally ac* 
knowledged. They carry the evidence of their authenticity along 
with them. Grcnealogies were publicly recorded* and^ eafily 
compared. Whatever difficulty therefore may arife at this day. 
It is very plain tbere was none of early date : for among all the 
objections again(l Jefus as the Mefliah, made by his countrymen, 
that of his pot fpringing from the houfe of David, as far as I re- 
coiled, was never made.— — It is fuppofed, that St. Luke's gofpel 
was written chiefly for the ufe of the Gentiles j and one argument 
is taken from this pedigree, which is carried pp.to Adam, to (hew 
that Chrift was the feed of the woman; to which the promife was 
primarily annexed. The Jews, who refted chiefly on their owp 
prophets, were fatisfied with deriving his pedigree from David, 

2 3;. Jihoui thirty years of age. Our Saviour, no doubt, was 
» qualified, long before this time, to enter upon his office. Why 
lie deferred it thus long, we can only conjedure. It might be by 
way of example to future minifters \ or, as this was the age when 
the high-»prieli was allowed to enter upon his o|Bcc» it might be 
with « view to fMlfil that type more completely. 

Holy 



I. 



Holy iSfftVit,; ioto ith^ wUd^ncfi^ Here be. %(N)t 

^* }• forty days in falling and prayer ; and hej:^ cbe iiriil 

was permitted to tempt him. — The firft lepapta* 

Itidn was addreflfed to the neceffitie$ of nature* If 

jthou be the fon of G6dj faid the devil, command 

4- ihis ftone to be made bread. ■ . u Jefw anlwa'ed him 

from iLh.e words pf MoTes, that the life of man wais 

not fo much fuftained by natural, as by fpiritoal 

f. 6, 7. food. T^-^ The devil's next >temptation was addreffed 

to the paffions. See, faid he, from this lofty ftapd, 

all the glories of the world*— its power, riches, and 

pleafures. All are mine^ ^nd fhatl be ti^ne, if 

thou wilt devote thyfelf to me. f««*4«-* Jefiis anfwered, 

h Get thee behii>d iw, Satan j for it is written, Jbm 

jhali wcrjhip the Loyd^ thy Gvd; and him (mlf jhdt 

9.10. u. thou ffrve.-rrTrr-ThQ deviji then difplayiag before him 

a fcene like Jerufslem, and fetting bim^ on one of 

tl^e battlements of the temple, defired him to give 

9 proof of his being the fpn of Gpd, by calling 

himfelf down from thence, an4 tryfting God for 

' his deKverapce. — -?— Jefus anfwered hinji from fcrip* 

j2. ture. Thou Jhalt not iemft the Lt^rd thy Giy^^-^wthou 

■W^ I I I M^ M 11 ■ w ^>^— «ii» n ii ■ ■ m y i ly*— ayy i- ' i i| — i 1 i^int^^Myi < n | i..p»tlii 11 - 

V 

2. See the bcgimiing of the fporth chapter of St. MattheWi to- 
gether with the note. 

2. Being forty day^ tenipteJ (f tie devils as our tranOatipn iinpro? 
perly renders it* Place a comma after rtavcffoucvnoi, and the fenfe 
will be, le was in the wldernefs forty days^ being temped of tbt 
devil* 

8. Dcut. VI. 6. 

9» See a note on Matt. iv. 5. • 

' 12. The order of jhefe temptations fe different in St. MatthcsTi 
where tliey feem more natuniHj introduced. Tk^laft tcrnptation, 



ft^It try BO ^permenfs of God- sr favour \Tr thy. pne^ 
i^ryatioCL . , ■ .. The deyil being thus difappointed, ly 
left lef^s at preienl:^ in hppes of fiadipg fooiie rao^e 
favourable opporjtonity qf prevailing* 

From the folifary regions of the wildernefs, Jefu$ 14, i|, 
returned into Galilee j and under the guidai^ce ; pf 
thQ Holy Spirit, entered pn hi$ public miniftry^^ 
preaching >^the gofpel, a;id confirming it with ml? 
racier i which foon fpread his fame through the 
5X)iimiy. 

AmoQg other plaices |^e went to NS^reth^ wb^e |($. 
be h^d fpent his youth; and goings as he Bfually 
^^ to the fynagogue pn the Xabbsiih-day, he ftop4 



.1 



yrhich St. Luke makes the ^tcond, was fo aboi^inable in its na^ 
turc," that it fctrned ni<yft likdy tp be that whidi pccafioned Jefu* 
^p drive the devil frpfnbim.——^ISton, howe?cr, in \m Faradifii 
Regained^ thought 'Otherwifc. He follows St. Luke's order^ and 
Tnakts the devil carry on a regular chain of temptation from th^ 
^rft auei|»pt %o ihe l^ft. As Jcfus had (hewn no ineh'ns^tif»n to 
the worldly yanitiea that had beei^ fet before him/ Give tben^ 
jfaid Ac devil, a proof of your being the fon of God : Stand on 
ihis j^nach of the templcf •^. whioh pkim^k Milton conceives 
|:o be a fmall pointed fpire, on which no man could fland without 
a miracle* Jefus's divine power was to be fhewn ajs well in ftand* 
ing qn ^he pinnacle, as in throwing biipfelf frum it.*~'--«>-ThAUgli» 
\si tctj opinion, Milton (hews himieif to no great advantage in de^ 
/^/7m^ tbcfc tcniptations^ yet, it muft be Qwp_ed, Jifi brin|^8 Jefui 
pff the pinniicle in a yery noble manner* 



— -*- Strait a fiery globe 



pf angeltf, 011 full fail of wing, drew nigh. 
Who on their plumy vans received him foft 
From his uneafy ftation, an,d upbore 
As on a floating couph through the bUthe ajr^ 
And iq a flovyery valley fet Kim down. 

f6. ui/« A^ tufiem wMf» \A iftrong argnmcnt this ta inforce the 
attendance on jpublic wjoiribi|>4 

vp. 
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17 



it. 19. 



20.2 T. 22. 



y- 



tip5 as if he Intended to read and expound the 
fcripture. The^ prophecy of If^ah was put into 
his hands ; which he opened in that place, where the 
prophet breaks out into the following paffage : — 
*' The fpirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe he 
hith anointed me to preach the gofpel to the poor 
~he hath fent me to heal the broken-hearted — to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovery of 
fight to the blind - — to fet at liberty them that are 
bruifed — to preach thd acceptable year of the Lord " 
When Jefus had read this paffage, he clofed the 
book, and returning it to the minifter, fat down. 
The dignity and grace ' of - his behaviour made an 
impreffion on all who were in the fynagogue : but 
they were much more impreffed, when they heard 
him expound the paffage, and affure them it was^ at 

that time, fulfilling. But thefe fentiments were 

only the firft fuggeftions of candour. Their preju- 
dices foon began to rife. His . being the carpenter's 
fon was an offence which they , could not get over ; 
and foon led them to negligence and contempt. — • 
You call upon me, faid Jefus, to do mighty v^orks 
among you ; but you confider not, that the difpo- 
fition of the perfon on whom a miracle is wroiight, 



17. He opened the hook: that is, he un/oUed it ; for the Jcwift 
books were written on long fcrolls of parchment, folded over two 
rollers, one at each end. Obentng the hool therefore was unfolding 
one end, and folding the otner. 

19. Our Saviour plainly alludes to the year of Jubilee, the typical 
meaning of w!>ich he takes to himfelf. Sec a note on chap, ki- 
of Lowth*s Ifaiah, p. 260. 

'. ' ^e. It was; ufual to hund when the fcripture was read; hot it 
was commonly expounded in a fitting poiiurc. 



muA 
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muft operate with the. power of him who works the 
miracle. Your prejudices againft me» becaufe I am 24« 
your countryman, have blinded your eyes, and in^ 
difpofed you to receive the truth. Many were the 25.26.27. 
widows of Ifrael, duri^ig the famine in the days of 
Elijah ; and many were the lepers of Ifrael in the 
days of Eiiiha : but none of their own . countrymen 
were relieved by thofe prophets^ though the mercy 
of God was extended to a. widow of Sidon, and a 
leper of Syria. So Ihall it alfo be with you. Strangers 
and foreigners (hall receive thofe favours, from God, 

of which you render yourfelves unworthy. This 28. 29. 

difcourfe threw the whole fynagogue into a rage ; and 
a tumult immediately e^fuing, they carried Jefus to 
tl^e precipice on which the city .was built, with an 
intention to throw him down : but he miraculoufly 30. 
avoided their malicei^ and left the pbce. 



L i^ii ^ » ■■« V i m 



^7. The pafTage wub regard to Naamin the Syrian, a, Kinga v. 
17. is ill-tranilated in our bible» and <nay lead people into undue 
compliances. •* Thy fervant^ faysNaaman to Eltfha, iuUt henceforth 
^tr nehhtr burni'4>ff'erMgf nor Jacrjficc unto other Gods^ but unto the 
Lord. In this thing the Lord pardon thy fer'uanty that when my mafter 
goeth into the houfe of Rtmmon to '^a^orjhip there; and he ieamih on my 
hand^ and I tow ^sfijf tn the hqufe of RimmQn^ when I bow myfetf 
in the houfe of Rtmmon, the Lord pardon thy fervartt in this thing** 
Alt this the prophet approves^ aad bids him Go in peace, • But the 
jpaflage has a very different air when it is tranflated thi^s : Thy 
fervdnt *wiil henceforth offer neither burni-offeringj nor fdcriju^e unto 
other Godst hut unto the Lord, In this thiftg the Lord pardoi^tby. 
feroant^ that when my majier went intq the houfe of Rimmon to 
V/srfbip thercx ^nd he leaned on my hand, and I bowed niyf^f in the 
hoife of Rimmon^ when 1 bowed myfelf in the houfe of Rimmon, the 
hordpardon^ &c. Soe Lightfoot's Hebrew, and Talmud. Exercic. 
vol. ii« p. 408. 

30. We have very fev^ inftances of Jefus's evading his enemiet 
by sf miracle t he • generally did it by drfcreet and prudent hcha- 
Jiflviour. See a note on Matt. ]^ii. 16. ^Some have thought,. among 
whom was TertuUian, that no miracle is here intended : hut I foe 
sot how fuch a tranfadtion could happen without one. 

From 



3»< ' Pfcftfi Nazareth idfire nirerit td Capernaum,: wfiefti 
dlfo he mftrtided thfe people in the fynagogue 6ft the 

i^« fabbath* Here he was received in a different tim^ 
* nef. The doftrine he tatight, and the miracles by 
which he confirmed it, mada a .great impreffiofi 6* 
bany of the inhabitants of that town. 

33* It happened, as he was 6nt day teaching m the 

lynagogue^ that a peribn poffetfed with an evi! fpinti 
feeing there, called out to Mm, exprefEng hii 6vn 

M- terrors, and acknowledging the divine powef of 

35. Jefus. — — Jefus commanded the evil fpirit to leave 
the man: on which befell down convulfed, in the 
mid ft of the congregation, afftd appeared as if dead, 
ftut he foon recovered, and was perfe£Hy reftdi^d; 
36.37. Thiis gfeat miracle fpread the fame of Jfefui 

throughout all the country. 

38. From the fynagogue Jefus returned to Simon's 

houfe, whofe mother-in-law was then lying fick of a 

39- fever. Jefus being informed of it, healed her im- 
mediately ; and fhe waited on them at fupper. 
40. 41. On the fame of thefe miracles, numbers were 
brought to him that evening, fick of various dif* 
eafes, and feveral that were poflfcff^ with evil fpirlts* 
All of them were healed ^ and the evil fpirits, who 
knew him, were not fuffered to fpeak. Such tefti* 
mony he abhorred. 



k^«kM*«hi 



34. Rattier, U^hat hajl tbou to dd nviih us? 

4I*- See a note on Mark i. 34. 

41. This verfe does not feem to be properly rendered in our 
tranflation. It Qioald be# He fiiffertd Am not to diclfuc (of*) 
^ H AT tiey itievf iim. 

Early 



Early tTic next morning, he retired to a defeft 42. 4j. 
place. But the- people, difcovering- hfe retreat^ 
crowded around hfm, and could fcarce be pctfuaded 
to fiiffer him to leave them,- though he told then* 
he was trader a neceffity. to preach the gofpel la 
other places. — — From hence, therefore, he wen€ 44, 
into different parts. o£ Galilee^ where he preached 
fometimes in the fynagogues, and fometimes in open 
places. 

r 

As be waS;?^lldng by the fide of the lake of Ti- CHAP, 
berias, the., people attended him in great numbers : ^ -y- j* 
atid as he could not well be heard, while the crowd '• 2. 3. 
was pr^ifing around him, he went into a boat belong- 
ing, to Simon, whom he defired to puih a little from 
the (hore. In this commodious fituation he taught 
the peopk. ■ Having finifhed his difcourfe, he de* 4. 
iited Simon to. row farther into the lake, and let 
down his net. Simon told him, he had been toiling ^. 
all the night without effeft j neverthelefs, at his de- 
fir©^ he would make another attempt. To his great 6. 
afloiiiifament, the quantity of fifties he- now inclofed 
was (o prodigious, that he found his net unable-to 
drag them on fhore. He called therefore to his y, 
companions in anc^ther boat to affin: him; and fo 
amazing was the draught, that both boats were com- 
-pletely filled. *-— ^ Struck with this miracle, Simon 8. 9. igu 
fell down on hi^ knees before Jefus, and confefled 
bis own utiWortKfnefs. James ^Ifo, and John, Si« 
« moll's partnerSf ^ere equally aftpniihed. Jefus, who 
h^ wrought (he miracle to reprefeiit Simon's future 

XI fuccefs 
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fuccels in preaching the gofpel, told him, that, from 
henceforward, he Jhould catch men* As foon as they 

11. Cfime to land, all the three forfook every thing they 

12. had aiid followed Jefus. ■ ■ ■ Accompanied by diefe 
difciples he continued to preach the gofpel through 
Galilee. 

In one of the towns of this diftrift, a perfon greatly 
afiir£led with a leprofy came to him; and falling 
down before him, acknowledged his divine power^ 
and begged his afliftance. Jefus laying his band 

13.14. upon hipi, inftantly healed him; and forbidding 
him to divulge the matter, ordered him to prefent 
himfelf to the prieft ; and on the certification of his 
cure, to offer the facrifice commanded by the law* 

ij. 16. i The miracle, however, was foon known; and 

brought fuch numbers about Jefus, that he was ob- 
liged frequently to retire into folitary places, merely 
to find leifure for prayer, and the neceflary refrefli- 
lAents of nature. 

Some' time after, as he .was teaching in a houfe 
^here feveral of the Scribes and Pharifees were 



10. This cxprelfion 18 ufed both by St. Matt. ({▼. 19.) vA 
St. Mark (i. 17.) ; but neither of thefe palTages oonyeys more thaa 
the fimplc idea o^ ^^srs of men. But St. Luke's itrords («»Sp<*tw 
£0-11 ^a^pwy) carry a more exprelEve idea : yog Jball take item aSvt 
—•not with a defign to kill them as you do filh, but to preferve 
them. . . 

16. The words in the original, I think> tfaply, that it was hn 
commt^ii praAice to retire occaiionally fromitke crowd 4o mediU'' 
tlon and demotion. 

17. Tie power of the Lord VfOt prefent to -hee^ tkfif ; tbat is, to 
Leal the people, noc%^ Scrihi and Fbarifeff, a« thcT, gramoiaticil 
conilruaioD of the words import. 

prefent, 



CHAP. V. aas 

prefe&t^ \7bo had come privately from Jerufalem 
and other places to obferve him^ he wrought the 
following miracle : ^ — ^The friends of a certain para- i^* 
lytic, bringing the Tick man to him on a couch, 
and finding the door furrounded by fuch crowds as ^9- 
prevented theif entrance, they went round, and af- 
cending the roof, let him down on his bed before 
Je&s. On fuch dn inftance of faith, Jefus told the ao. 
man his fins were forgiven. This raifed high offence ^i. 
among the Scribes and Pharifees, who in their own 
minds charged hint with blafphemy. But Jefus az.^j, 
knowing their thoughts, afked, whether they thought 
it eafier to forgive the mah's fins, or to heal his 
malady? That you may know, however, faid he^ ^4< 
I can do the one, you fliall fee me perform the 
other. He then bad the man arife^ and take up his 
bed, and walk. On this he was indantly healed, and '5* 
broke out in thankfgiving to Ood> in wUch the peo- 26; 
pie univerfaliy joined him. 

Soon after, as Jefiis was walking into the country, ^7- 
he faw Levi> a publican, cplleding the Roman tri^ 
bute ; and calling him) Levi^ without the ieaft bcfi- a9. 
tatton, became his follower. 

Jefus, being afterwards invited to the houfe of his ^9* 
new difciple, fat down at table with many people of 



i^. See a note on Msirk iL 4. 

20. See a note on Matt. ix. 2. 

23. How Chriil, as a mere man, could take upon bim to for- 
ghre fin, is not eafy» I think» to underftand. Bbfphctaous it 
certainly woold Inte been, as the Scribes ud PbaHfees co»- 
fidered it. 

Vol. L Q, loofe 
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loofe chara£tersj who had been Levi's former ac* 
30. quaintanceF. — — At this the Scribes and Pharifees 
found new matter of offence : How is it, faid they 
to the difciples^'of Jefus, that your iriafter fits down 
3'- to meat with publicans and finners? Jefus over- 
bearing them, defired to know. Whether the fick 
3«- or the healthy had more need of a phyfician? Or, 
m oth^r words, whether they thought his errand 
. . was to call the righteous man or the linner to re- 

-pematice ? 

i^SS--- Being confounded by this queftion, they afked 

smother on the fame fubjed. , Whence is it, faid 

they^ that our difciples and the difciples of John 

^ "^ ^are bound by rigid rales to failing, and othier aufte* 

jidesi while yours are Irft much at liberty?—- 

34. Jefus 'tald them, it was not yet the feaibn to put 

is- his difciples on aufterities* Would you have men 

iaft^ iaid he, at a marriage-feail ? My difdples fliaH 

36. 37. have their time of trial when. I leave them. But a 

new patch does not fuit worfe with aa did garment, 

liotr new wine with old. bags, than rigid rules with 

3Pi;39- .yoimg pioi^Soxs. . Thyigs muft be accommodated to 

circumftances ; and old prejudices cannot be broken 



at' once.. 
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CHAP. Oft another occafion, foon after, the fame deter* 

VT 

mined fpirit of cavilHng appeared again. Oa. a fab* 



I. 






- ■• 'I 

'• 39* The difficulty of the paffage Iiei in thiat Old wine is ge« 
'flierally itftecimed more thtfn new. l^ut our Sariour^ kithiscom^ 
pariToD^ does not conllder the quality^ but the age of the wioe. 

^ .. .. buth- 
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bath*day; Jefus W2Z pafiiug through a corn-field ;^ 
and his difciples, being hungry, plucked the ears of 
corn, which they rubbed in their hands, and eat. 
This was obferved by the Pharifees, ■ who were* j; 
greatly offended at fuch a profanation^ of the fabbath«^ * ' 
Jefus reminded them of the pra£Uce of David ; . ifk< 3* 
ing them. If they did not remember how he had 
aded in a cafe of neceflity? How he eat the fliew« 4^ 
bread, and "^ave it to his followers, though the law 

allowed it only to the priefts ? Befides, faid Jefus^ $• 

the fon of man is Lord alfo of the fabbath. 

On another fabbath, as he was teaching in the fyna- ^' 
gogue, a man happened to be there with a withered 
hand ; and as Jefus knew that the Scribes and Pha^ 7* ^* 
rifees were watching him, he ordered the man, before 
he healed him, to ftand out in the middle of ^he 
fynagogue. Then turning to the Pharifees, Which 9J, 
think you, faid he, is the more acceptable fervice to 
God, on the fabbath-day ; to do a good adion, or a 



!• In the text the words are the fecond fahbalh after the Jtrfi. 
This 18 a difficult paiTage, though not very interefting.- One cx- 
plaDation is; that the Jews obferved wicfi pectAw attention three 
fa.lA>ath3 in the year ; one after each of their-.great feafis --^ the 
.paiToyer '^ the pentecoft» and the feaft of taberiiaoles : f6 t&lft ihe 
fecond fahhath after the firjl^ was the middle fabbaih, br the fab« 
bath after the feaft of pentccoft. —Others fay, it was the firft 
Xabbatli after the fecond day of the paiFoveri from which day the 
fev^n weeks between the pafibver and pentecoft were reckoned. 
/Phefe interpreters tranflate St. Luke's word iiyri^^wm the firfi 
after the fecond \ vpwTo? asro ttjj ^tuTc^a^ — But there feenui to 
be much uncertainty in thefe explications : and the time of har« 
vedf for the corn v^as then ripe» fliould be brought into the 
queillon. 
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hid one ? •*- to . Tave a life, or to praftke agaiiift: one? 

to. ■■■ ■ No anfwer being returned, he looked at tbem 
with miogUd fdrrow and indignation, and bad thd 
Jipm ftretoh ^iit his hand, which was inftantiy re- 

lU ftored# -^-rr*- Ftiil of rage at the detection of dieir 
gilik, and at their bang unable to reply, the Phari* 
ieea left the pbce, and confalted how they might 

f ^. take tnore e&Snal means to deftroy Se&xs^ -««i^ He^ 
10 the meaft fkiie, retired to a folitary mountain^ 
} where he continued ^ night m a hoi^e of prayeTr 

i^. ■ Tlie Aest day he chofe twelve (whom he cafled 

apoftleis) from fuch as had been his conflfam foflbw- 

•14" era. Then* natne* were Simon, whom he ftrrhatntd 

15. i6» P^^Wi ^nd Andrew his brother, James, John, Rii- 

Bp, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the 

• ^ fbn of Alpheus, Simon the Canaanhe, Judas the 

brother of Jbmes, and Judas Ifcariot. 



12. Our trandation renders cv rvt v^oowxir Tv.Oev in prayer h 
CroJ. But it 18 very evident^ that Kprofeucbe^ or boufe of prayer ^ is 
hcnt Ui^ant, Thtfc houfef were very frequent in the earlrer times 
of ttie Jcwifli liiftory t >od being often fituated on mountatnsv aod 
ftdtered by treeS) are fuppofed to be th< bUgh places f wbk:li were 
not always taken in a bad lenfe. In the latter periods of th^ Jft^wifh 
luftorft wbea fyaagogues became more in ufe» ihe profekdtt ^ff^ 
l^fs fr^^uffined. — As the deiii^nation of the twelve apoftfetf foMowt 
fo immediately after our bleffed Lord had fpent a night in der^- 
tion, it if not ifaprobablc that this great circvmftance tsA^hlt hrtt 
been a cht^ f<»b)e& of His prayers • 

XjT* Hr is called in the text ^nXiyn^ or the zealot. Jofej)1iB< 
^sfks of the Z€8l6t8 in liit time, as great pretenders to rdigioD» 
iM among the worft fort of people. But forty ye^rs Jwfore, 
arfien Simoa.^^^*a -zeabt, we may fuppofe the name conveyed a 
difFerex>t idta. 

: : ' . From 



CHAP. VI. 329 

From the mbuotain where ttus (raa&dion paflledy i7i8i9> 
Jefus came down into the plain, ivh^e a great muU 
titttde of peppte ^ere aflembled, many from very 
diftant I>arcs, to hear his dodrine, and to be h^led 
pf various diiorders* When that benevolent work 
was finiihed, h^ dettvered the following difconrlie. 
-**-— Blefii^d are the meek, the modeft, the humble^ 
8Uid loij^ty-ounded — * they who are above this world 
and itg efifaynients. Thefe alone are properly dif^ 
pofed to receive my rdigion. — — ^Bleffed are they ^'-^^-^S 
who fofier the evils of Kfe, and th» contempt of 
mankind, for the fake of the gofpel -^ who^ like the 
prophets of old, Aand foremoft in defence of truth. 
Thefe ftaM fecure their future happine& : while they 2^-25-26. 



17. St Mattliew cxprefsl)'' fays, this difcourrp was held on a 
ittotmi : St. JLuke as exprefaly* that it was held m a pfain. To 
fettle this contradiction hath been a matter of great difficulty, 
Grotius fuppofes, that St. Luke's roroj sr^^ivS*, vf^^ a plain onihe 
JUg ef a moimiain. Dr. Clarke fnppofee, that Jefun rcturnccT 
afs^aifi from the plain to the mountain* Otherd fuppofe the fame 
difconrfe was held at different times . I own, I think it of little 
confequence ; \jsi thai it niay weU be reclconed among tiiofe mat- 
ters whic)i have no kin4 of efFe<f^ on the narration, and to which the 
evangelift« themfeWet paid no attention. If the doBnne he the 
{an^e^ aa it certainly is, of what confequence is the fiejie ^ ' • > 
However, for the fake of thofe who think it of importance, I 

fhall venture to add nry folntion to that of others. A paiT^ge 

ma-y be produced from Csfar'a CcMvuaentariesy which, I think, vhvf 
throw fome ligl^ upon it. Cxfar tells us, that when Arioviftus 
and he agreed on a conference, they chofe for that pi»rpofe a 
mount in the mulft of a plain. Planicles erat magna, et in ea tumulus 
terreas, fatis grandia. On this ;7r(?»/i/ rhe two chiefs held their 
conference ; wnile the troops they brought wah them flood around 
them on the plain. If therefore we fuppofe the fctne. where our 
Sarvioar held this divine difcourfe to he of the kind which Carfar 
defcribcfr, and that he it cod upon the mount while the ptopk oc- 
cuped tke' plain^ hi« diftrotirfe may be ft ilcd either tht Jermon on 
the mountf or ihfermon in (be plain * ' ' 

Q 3 who 
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who have recourfe to the world for their joys, their 
pleafures, and their comforts, like the falfe prophets, 
muft exped from the world alfo their reward. — — 

ay. As it is not from the world that you are to feek for 
happinefs, fo neither is it frbm the world that you 
are to learn inftradion« All its doftrlnes muft be 

**' left behind. In oppofition to them, in the firft place, 
love your enemies. Blefs when -they curfe. Pray 

^9* ^ for them when they treat you ill. Never revenge an 

injury : fuffer even a fecond and a third, rather than 

30.31. return a firft. -.--»- Be readier to give than to exa^. 

Let your rule be, to do to others whatever in reafon 

S^-33-34- you could •xpe£k from them. For if you love and 

affift them merely who love and- affift you, you do 

35. only what a heathen himfelf would do. But if you 
would love and affift others on the principles of my 
religion, expeft no return from man, but dedicate 

36. your good actions to God ; imitating that fupreme 
benefactor, who is kind even to thofe who leaft de- 

37-38. ferve his favour. ——f In the mean time, beware of 
fpiritual pride. Let not an opinion of ypurfelves 
lead' you to cenfure others. An uncharitable heart 
is among thofe things which are the moft unaccept- 
able to God. Be as ready, therefore, to forgive the 



35. Bowyer conje6^ure8y that /Aviiiv aviXm^orrsi (hould be ren- 
dered, in no wife defpairingi but I like the common tranflation 
better, which is more fimple ; and I apprehend there are good 
authorities for it. 

. . 3S. Shall men give into your hofom^ fays the text. ^This Is an 
aUufion to the long mantles the Jews wore, in which th(: com- 
ijnon people ufi^d often to carry corn and other things. See 
Ruth, ill.' 1 if. Neh. V. 13. 

offences 
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offences of others, as to impart, to them what you 
poflefs ; b^ng well affured, that God's treatment of 
you will be in a great meafure conformable to your 

treatment of your neighbour. But, above all, it 39. 

behoves thofe who guide others to keep their own* 
fteps dite&. If the blind lead the blind, the con* 
fequence. muft be fatal to both. My difciples will 4o- 
have their difficulties to oppofe— : but none which I 
fliail not have oppofed before them : and the aim of ^ 

a difciple fliould be to conform himfelf to the exam- 
ple of his maften -. — Try your own hearts. . Before 4«* +2. 
you.corred your brother, examine yourfelf. It is 
the vileft hypocrify to exclaim againft his corruptions, 
while you allow your own. If true religion lie at 43» 
the heartj it will as naturally produce a good life ai^ 
a tree does its fruit. The good life is the teft. It 44 45'46' 
is this, not an hypocritical pretence to religion, which 
difcovers the man. He, therefore, who receives the 47, 
dodrines of the gofpel, and, at the fame lime, ftea- 
dily obeys theo), is eftablifhed, like a houfe built on 
a rock ; it (lands fo firm that nothing can overturn ^ 
it. While he who leaves out of his religion a good An, 
life, builds his houfe upon the fand, which can never 
fumiih a folid foundation f. 

When 



48. The obfervations made here arife very aptly in fiich a 
Qiountanious and rocky country as Judea. The hills are flightly 
covered with earth ; and the rains, which are very violent, are^ 
apt to overturn fuch houfcs as have not their foundations well 
laid. 

f A» St, Luke is fuppofed to have written his gofpel for the 
ufe of the heathen^ he might leave out of the fermon perhaps 

* * - Q_ 4 many 
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CHAP. When Jdfas hlad finifted hk difcomfe to the peo- 
V y » pW he ^cnt to Capernaum : and as he entered the 
'•2.3.4. town he was met by fome refpedable Jews^ who 
told him, they were fent by a Roman oemurion 
to beg him to heal a fevourite ferTant. The cm^ 
turion, they aflured him, was a perfon of a very 
JT* ferious difpofition, and well affeded to the Jeviih 
nation, having at his own espence built a fynagogue* 
H" Jefus immediately went with them« But as he ap- 
proached the houfe, the centurion fent to ipfoni) 
'7. him that he did not think himfelf worthy even to apr 
proach him — but defired him only to fpeak a word ; 
and he had no doubt but his fervani fliould be healed 
9* -^ adding, that if he himfelf, who was only an infe? 
rior officer in an army, could order the motions of 
others at diftance, he was perfuaded that Jefus had 
fuch power over nature, that he might coinmand 

9* what he pleafed; This meffage was ddivered to 

Jefus before a number of people ; to whpm he imr 
mediately faid, he had not found fuch an inftance of 
, ip» faith even in Ifrael. r^— The meifengers, on remrur 
ing home, fopnd the feryant perfedly recovered. 



many pafTagcs, particularly thofe which had relation to the gloJTei 
on the law, as they appertained chie&y to the Jews. 

10. The eircumflances of St. Luke's account of the centurion's 
fervant differ fo much^ from Sit, Matthew's, that no harmoois^f 
I think^ can bring the two relations together with any cotififtcncf. 
At the fame time, all that ie really ejfenttal in them both, is fo 
eicaaly the famey that, for myfeW, t feel not the kaft wifli to dp it. 
Both the cvangelifts place the faith of the centurion, and the great- 
nefa of the miracle (which are the only points in vie^} in 9 ligl^t 
ef|ually ftroAg. 

Soon 
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Soon after, as Jfefus was astenng a city' called ii. it. 
£7^9 uith his difclples and a number of peoplej ' 
he met a poor widow accompanied by a great muU 
titu4^9 following an only foni to his grave. Jefus, ly 
touched with her forrow, fpake comfortably to her, 
and ordered the bearers to ftand ft ill. Then looking '4» 
on the dead peribn, he bad him arife. On tbi^ he ^5* 
was iqftantly reftored to perfed healthy -^-i»- This J^- 
great miracle drew upon Jefus the refped and re- 
verence of all who were preient; and fpread his 17* 
fame not only through Judea, bat through all the 
neighbouring coiintrjes. 

In the mean time, the difci{des of John, f<paHng. i9» 
l^ the fame of Jefus ihould arlfe above that of their 

matter, told him all they hftd heard. John, who? ^9\ *^ 

was ftiU fn prifpn, thinking it the beft way of ifi^ 
ftrufling them, to make them inftruft themfelves, 
fent two pf them to Jefus, deliring to know, Whe* 
ther he ycre the real Mefliah ? ■ They accordingly lu 
delivered their meffage. But Jefus taking no im- 
mediate iiotice of them, continued the gracious work 
of healii^ the (ick, in which he happened to be at 
that time engaged : and when he bad done, he bad 21. 
them tell their matter what they had feen and 
heard rr- pronpuDcing a bkiling on thofe who ibould ty 



1 2. It was a cuftom among the Jews, that all wlio met a corp(e 
{hbu\d joii)' ih^ pr<|9cffi9i^.; This made thef^; procefiioiu aiun Jtry 
large. 

19« See the note on the paraHel place m Matt. xi. 

10 get 
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get the better of their prejudices $. and, from what 
they faw, fliould acknowledge and traft in the 
Mefliah* 

24.25.56. When the two difciples were gone, Jefus fpoke 
highly to the people of John. Your expeftations, 
faid he, were juftly raifed when you attended that 
holy man in the wildernefs. You expe^ed to fee a 
prophet, and you faw one of the greateft' that ever 
appeared. The prophets of old only predifted the 
^ Meffiab: but the dignity of John's office confided 
in preparing his way. And yet the office of thofe 
who are direftly employed in preaching the gofpel, 

29* is fuperior even to that of John. But though fuch 

numbers, added Jefus, went out to hear John, yet 

the meek and humble (inner only liftened to his 

' 30. inftrudion, and was brought to repentance. The 

Scribes and Pharifees, too proud to learni rejefted 

31.32. God*s gracious offers of mercy. To what fhall I 
compare this unteachable fpirit? Like the froward- 
nefs of children, which is averfe to every thing that 
is propofed, it will liAen neither to one kind of 

33. inftru£lion nor another. John appeared with auf- 
terity. His doctrine therefore could not be endured. 

34. It was the language of a man poffefied. A come 
with lefs feverity; fuiting myfelf more to focial life. 
The conclufion is^ I am a friend of publicans and. 

35. fmners. But the wifdom of God will finally ihew 
itfelf in all his difpenfations. 



36. Some time after, Jefus was invited to the hoiife 

37.38, of a Pharifee, whofe name was Simpn; where a 

woman. 
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woman, who had been a notorious (inner, coining 
in as they were at table, and (landing at the feet of 
Jefus, (hewed her love and refpeft for him by very 
extraordinary ads of humility and attention. ■ ■ 
Simon, obferving her behaviour, faid within himfelf, 39- 
Surely if this perfon had been ^ prophet, he« might 
have known how very notorious a (inner this wo- 
man 18, and would have been difgufted at her fa- 
miliarity. — ~ Simon, faid Jefus, I have fomewhat 40. ^u 
to fay to you. A certain creditor had two debtors ; 
one of whom owed him a large fum ; the other a -^ 
trifling one. But, as neither of them was able to 4J. 
pay, he forgave them both. Which of them, think 
you, will (hew the greater regard and afFeftion to 
him? I » i I fuppofe, anfwered Simon, that he to 43- 
whom he forgave moft, — » — ^-It is true, faid Jefus; 
and thus the returning fmner, like this woman, (hews, 
more extraordinary inftances of zeal' and love than 
if her (ins had been fewer. For that reafon, therefore^ 
fuch a perfon as this before me is fo far from tieing 
an objeft of reproof, that (he becomes an objeft of 
pity and pardon* You yourfelf are a witnefs how 44.45.46. 
mpch her zeal hath exceeded all common bounds. ' 
Then turning to the woman, he bad her go in peace, 47.^8494 
aiTuring her that, in confideration of her faith, her ^°* 

penitence, and love, her fins were forgiven. This 

gave new offence to the Pharifee, and thofe who were 



M^ 






47« .See Mait. va. 2. and Mark \u 5. 

with 
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with biiiif Howev»v tiq faitber notice vm taken of 
the natter at that time f. 

CHAP^ From heoce Jefue went among the neighbouring 

^^-^Lf vilhiges, preaching the gofpel, attended by hia dif« 

J. 2.5. ciplesy and many others, who waited on him and ^d- 

miniftered to his nece(^tie8; particularly Mary of 

Magdala, whom he had difpoflefied of feveral evil 

4' fpiritis, and Joanna the wife of Herod'$ fteward. 

4« . It Hvas abo]it this time that Jefus delivered the 
parable of the fo^er to a large and mixed company. 



"f* This accouiat of Siinoii's fopper is introduced on fo different 
SUV occaiion, and varies^ in fa m^ny particulars, from the accounts 
of Matthew (xxvi. 6.) and Mark (iciv. ,3.) that many comnnent- 
atora have been led to confider them a^ totally cfiffereot ereotf. 
At the lame time* they agree in fo many circumftances, that it 
15 not eafy to come at this conchifion. It appears mod probable, 
iKat all the emn^elifta aUude to the fame h^ St. I^uke* it is 
tnie« introduces it earlier in tb^ hiftory. The other evangdifla 
place It near the time of our Saviour's death ; with which they 
connc^l it^ asd with which indeed it conneds with more apparent 
^ ... propriety. But* excepting this circumftance, we may fuppofe 
' - '' that Mattbew and Mark mention what Jefus faid to the woman ; 
and Luke, what he mri^t fay, at the fame time to Simon. Or 
(if this does not appear probable) how would the truth of* fcrtp- 

* ture (bfer if we fttoiiid fuppofe, that Luke might relate, on thh 

* V iKcaiioii, the parlibte of the two debtors, though it waa reaiiy 

fpoken ou fome Jimilar {ffie ? The doctrines and troths conveyed are 
«ie great points ; and thefe are exa^y the fame, on whatever oc» 
ca£oa they were fpokeo. 

2. Mary Magdalen is commonly conceived to have been a verv 
bad woman before her knowledge of Chrift : but no fuch inti* 
mation appears from tiys or any other paflage of fcripture : un- 
lefs v/c /uj>po/e htr to be the perfon mentioned by Luke in the lail 
chapter : though fome interpreters, efpecially Dr. Lightfoot, fpeak 
of a town called Magdala, near Jerufalem, of very corrupt man« 
ners, where they fuppofe Mary had been tainted. See Lightfoot's 
Heb. and Tal. Exer. vol. li. p* 5^7. 

Under 



• 
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f This parable, which is iadeed a venr beaMtifol onei feeing la 
a particular manner, to have engaged the attetiuoti of the difcf?* 
pics of Jefus, The three evangeliftsy Matthew, Mark, and Luke^ 
cfpecially the two former* have recorded it io words fo ncarlj 
fimilar, thai I think it noC.impcobable thi^ apd pefhaps fome 
other parts of our Saviour's difcourfes, might have been preferved 
in wricbg*' a«d handed iibottt Ai&oiig his foUowei^s before nis whole 
hifkotf was pot together. 

IO. I dare not affert this to be the exprefs meaning of the ori« 
jg^Md^.bttt I kaow none more condftent. 

thofe 



CRAP. mn. hf 

Under this fimtlittide be prefeated ar tTisw of th^ 
gofpeWifpenfatioQ, and of its effefts on different «l' 
kinds of men.-*- — As a hufbandman, faid he, was S* 
fowing his feed, fome fell on i!he beaten road, and 
were picked up by birds. Others hVmg on a rocky tU 
foil) fprang up indeed, but foon withered for trant 7, 
of moillure. Some again fell among thorns, which 
grew up together with the feed, and ch6aked it^ 
But fuch is fell on good ground, prepared t6 recdve 1^ 
il^ brought forth fruit in great abund^ce f. Thi$ 
parable Jefus recommended with much eameftnefs M 
the attention of his hearers* ^ ^ 

When the difciples were alone with him, they St- 
alked him privately the meaning of it. To you, lo* 

iaid Jefus, I can^ fpeak without referve : but to the 
people in general I fpeak in parables. 'Their pre- 
judices ihut their ears againfl dired in/irt4^ion. They 
muft be drawn, as it were, to inftruEl themfeheu — — 11. li. 
With regafd to the parable, the feed is the gofpef. 
The beaten path reprefents thofe hardened hearts 
which never receive it. The fhallow (oil, where 13. 

■ 

the. feed is Icorched, holds out thofe who cannot 
bear the teft of prerfecution ; and the weedy i6% ^^ 



• ^ 
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ihofe whofe reK^n is choaked by tlie cares and 

15* pleafures of the world : while the good ground gives 
us tb« refcmblance of thofe who,- in the fincerity of 
their pious hearts, hear the gofpel and obey it. 

1$. V M And now, continued Jefus^ it will be expe£ted 
from you, that you teach the doi£lrines to others 
which you receive from' me. . No man lights^ candle 
to . cover it up ; but placeth it where it may give 

§7. light to thofe wbo enter the h6ufe« And be affiired, 
that I tell you nothing in private iKhich . is not in« 
(ended to be publifbed and explained to alV the 

x8. world. Be attentive, therefore, to .what you hear. 
He- who improves . his talents by inflruding others, 
ihdJn, abound niore and more:- while he, who n^- 
applies them,, (hall loofe by degrees thofe talents which 
hjB poffeflTed. . . : 



19.20. /,. As Jefus was thusinftrudlng. the- people, ^he. was 
told that' his* mother and brethren, who could not 
get to him through the crowd, defired to, fee hjiq. 
He took this opportunity (as he did all. othei? of 
conveying inftruaion») to (hew how much he pre- 
^red fuch connections as * were founded in religion, 
to thofe which arofe only from family and tribe, 
ai. Thefe, faid he^ are indeed my natural relations; but 
I confider fuch chiefly as related to me who hear the 
.word of God and obey it. 



»' y 



aa. • Jgfus having finifhed his iiiftruSiohs tci. the people, 

ordered his difqiples to procure a boat to pafe'over 

a3« the lake; and as foon as they hdd embarked he fell 

aileep* 
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afleep. In the meaft time, a violent ftorm, as is 
common in mountainous countries, came down fud* 
denly upon the lake, and endangered the veffet. But >4* 
Jefds being awakened by their cries of diftrefs, im- 
mediately commanded a calm.' He then rebuked ^v 
their want of rrufl: in him, after they had feen fo 
many inftances of his power. But they, inftead of 
giving him any anfwer, were loft in* wonder and 
amazement, as if this had been the firft miracle he 
had ever wrought. 

The boat Toon landed them in the country of the 26. 
Gadarenes, which is oppofite to the coafts of Ga- 
lilee. Here he was met by a raging demoniac, who 27.28.29, 
had long been the annoyance of the neighbourhood. ^^' ^ 
Often they had attempted to bind and fecure him } 
but fuch was 'his ftrength, that he broke his chains, 
and fled into thefe folitary places, where he dwelt 
among the tombs. On feeing Jefus^ he ran to him ; 
and kneeling down, acknowledged his divine power, 
and intreated' that he might not be ordered into a 
place of torment. On Jefus's queftioning the man, 
he faid his name was Legion ; intimating, that this 
pofleilion was a combination of evil fpirits. ■ It 32.33. 
happened, there was a herd of fwine feeding near 
the place, into which, on Jefus's permiflion, thfe 

evil fpirits entered after they had left the man; 

» • 
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27. The text fays, tkere met him out of the city. The words of 
the original, •« 7^ v^^;* have not that meapuig. They fignifj 
QvXjt of the dty^ or formerly behn^in^ to the city. 

a8. Better, IVhal haft thou to Jq with ui ^ 
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and iounediatdy the whole hq^ ran violently doifftL 

34- a j^ecifMce into the lake, and were drowned* The 

keepers flying into the city^ and relating what had 

35. Jiappened^ great multitudes came out} who feeing 
the inan fitting, tloathed, znd in hi$ perfe& fenfes, 

36. while they heard all the particulars on the fpot« were 

37. gf^tly terrified, and intreated Jefu^ ta leave them. 
Finding therefore they were not yet in a difpofition to 
receive the gofpel, he embarked again, ud repafied 

3^ the lake. The man whom he bad healed would 

39* gladly have accompanied him ; but Jefus chofe rather 

to make an impreilion on the people* in favour of 

the gofpel, by leaving among them a (landing mo« 

numeht of its power and truth. 

40* , Qn bi$ returning to the other fide of the lake, a 
xroMfcdof people, who were waiting for him, received 

♦^•4*-43* him with:great joy. Among the;m was the ruler of 

^ fynagogiie, of the name of Jairus, who, advancing 
from the reft, and falling at the feet of Jefus, befought 
|iim ito go home with him an4 heal* hi$ daughter, an 
only: child, ^ho lay at the point of death;. Jefus 
, therefore went with him, attended by many people. 
It happened, that among them was s^.poor woman, 
who had laboured many years;imder a;bloody flux, 
which hdd been deemed incurable. Thi$ perfon 
having heard of the fame of Jefus, and wiihing to 



«• 



5g. See the note on Matt, vat: }s; 
37. Sec^ttic note oft Matt. ix. 2/^r 






receive 
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reccSve a ^riv^te cure, thought, if ftifi <lc5iiid only 
tonGfaf his ^nnentj it would be faffident. Accord- 44^ ^ 
ingly fhe made the experiment^ and found the de« * - 
fired effeft. — ~ Jefas, however, unwilfing that futh 4$* 
flzi inftance of faith ihould pafs unobserved, turn^ > 
round, a&dd who touched Inm ? The difciples 
^re ftirpfiied 9t the queftion, as the ctt^Wd wa6 
|i«^j[Eng fiitti In ev^ry direaion. But Jelus perfifted 4^. 47. 
in his inquiry ; and the woman, perceiving (he could 
not be concealed, fell down at his feet, in great con- 
&iiOB, ^d cotife^ed fh^ trdth. jefus commending 41^ 
I)ublicly her great fakh, whieh was all he deRgt^ed^ 
bad her go in pestce. 

During' this tranfa£tio'n, sC meffengcr came front 49. 
lah-ife's honfe, to preVeitt giving Jefus any farther 
trouble, as the young woman wtis now dead. But 50. 
feftfs, turning* t0 the affiled! father, bad him only 

believe, and he (hould yet receive her agahi. ' 

When they arrived at the houfe, Jefus fuflFered no- 51. 
body to enter the chamber with him, but Peter, 
femes and John, and the father and mother of the 
yonttg womati. There fiiicHng the mourners making 5*' 
great l amentations, he told them, they fliduld fee 
6illy the cbmmbn effe£b of fleep^ But they were 53. 
ready to deride him, knowing certainly that fhe was 
dead. Jefos, however, removing them from the 54* 
chamber^ took her by fhe hand and bad her rife : 
on which fhe inflrantly revived. He then ordered ss- 56- 
feed *te be giv^k her, and bad the aftonilhed |>arents 
keep the matter to thenrfclves^ 

Vol; I. R About 
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About this time, Jefus fent out his' twelve difcipks 
to preach the gofpel ia Judea, and gave them power 
!• 2* to confirm the truth of it by miracles. Make no 
S- preparation, faid he, for your journey. Take no- 

4. thing fuperfluous. Be eafily fatisfied with your ac« 

5. commodations ; and leave thofe who will not receive 

6. you to the judgment of God.— —With thefe uu 
{lru£tions the apoftles went out, and executed th^ 
commiffion with great fuccefs. 

jt4 8. The fame of. Jefus was now fo much increafed, 
that Herod became greatly perplexed about him» 
Some fuppofed him to be Elijah, or one of the old 

9. prophets ^arifen from the dead. But what chiefly 
diftreifed Herod, was the fear of his being John the 
Bs^tift, whom he had unjuftly bdieaded. Thefe 
thoughts wrought much upon him ; and he was very 
defirous to fee Jefus. 

10. In the mean time the apoftles returned from their 
mifiioh, and related to their mafter the particulars 
of it. That they might be the more private, Jefus 
retired with them to a folitary place near Bethfaida. 

11. But his retreat was prefently difcovered; and 
a great crowd coming together, broke in upon his 
retirement, and engaged him in the offices of teach- 

12. ing, and healing the fick.^— Night drawing on, his 
difciples begged he would difmifs the people, as 



5. See a note on Matt. z. 14. 

they 
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they <:ould neitha: get lodgixtg nor Tidtuals in 
that folicary place. But Jefus finding they had five i3- 
loaves and two fifhes, ordered them to make the 
multitude, which conlifted of about five thoufand 14.15.15. 
people, fit down in companies of fifty together. 
Then giving thanks, he; brake the loaves pd fifhes 
in pieces, and gave them to his difciples to diflrin 
bute among the people ; who were not qr\Xy fatisfied, 
but left behind them fragments, which filled twelve 17* 
baiketG» 

From hejiCe Jeftis retired to private prayer; and *8. 
being afterwards alone with * his difciples, he aiked 
them^ (as they had juft. been preaching in the coun-* 
try,) What was the general opinion of men about 
him ?-*-*— They anfwered, that fome faid he was ?9; 
John the Bs^tift -~;fon^ ;Elijah — and others, one o£ 
the old p]tophets arifen from the dead. Jefus then 20* 

afked them. Whom they themfelves fuppofed him. 
to be?— —Peter immediately anfwered. The pro- 
mifed Mefliah. -**-« Jefus, however^ ordered them 9u 
not to mention him, at prefent, under that name. 
Before this great truth, faid he, (hall be fully cleared, s^. 
I muft fuflfer from the malice of the chief prieils and 
Scribes, and even be put tp death. But, on the 
third day, I will. rife again. Whoever, therefore, 23. 
means to be my difciple, muft follow my painful 
fteps. To fave your lives at the expence of your 24.. 
religion is the greateft lofs ; and to lofe your lives 
for its fake, the greatefl: gain. For what is a man 25. 
profited, if he fhould gain the whole world, at the 

R 2 expence 
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i5. expcnce of his foul?- Cohfider alfo Whh what 

confufion that man fhall meet my dffpleafiire at tha 
day of judgment, "^ho has ihewn a difregard forthd 

tf. gofpel during hia life upon earth* But for youf 
Comfort, be ^flared, that you (hall fee manifeft m-» 
fiances of my power, even in the coutfe of rfie pre* 
fent gen^r^tion, and (hall have full coni^i£tioli of the 
f eality of my kingdom* 

18. A few days after this, with a view to give hid 

difciples a foretafte of that glory which might ferv^ 
to comfort them under the fulf<^ngs he had been 
reprefenting, he carried Pefef, James, and John td 

2g. the top of a mountain, virhere, afte^ pray^^ bis whole 
perfoh took fiiddenly ti re^tendcM fortu; his vVery 

i^' garment bec^Khe luminous* On his right -ftud ieft 
flood the two greiat-prophetB 0f the law, Mofes and 

3'- EKjah, arrayed in the fame g^ory* They feeihedia 
iamefl: converfation, with J^fus; and were heard 
dtftindly to fpeak or the great event he was about 

32- to accompKfh at Jeru(klem. -»«-—' The difc^es had 
been at firft afieefp, while Mus was- praying; but 
immediately awaking, they faw the whole ; and Petef, 

^3* In an ecflafy, cried but to Jefus, Lord, let us fist 



3i« St. Luke, by giving this circumfUnce^ (omitted by tlie 
other evangeiifts^) adds a wonderful force t6 the narrative. Thefe 
%wo great prophets, by talking of the fnfFeriBgs of the Meffiah 
at Jerufaleniy feem thus in a vifible manner, as it were, to con- 
centrate the whole body of prophecy in JeftM* Some critici 
think, that by the word c{oioy is metnt rather bis afccnfion that hit 
death. 

• * 

32. See a note on IHatt. ^vii.3* 

this 



^ * 
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this gloiious kene^ and build tabernacles for thee^ 54* 
for Mofes, and for Elijah. «-*«-ip^ A$ he was fpeaking, 
a dark cloud overfpread the whole vidon^ and caft z 
laopeotary terror over the minds of the difciples. 
As k pafled by them, a voice broke from it, This 35. 
Is my beloved Son, hear him* When the cloud ha4 3^« 
pafied, the yifion wis gone, and Jefus was left ft^tndr 
ing ^lone with his difciples as before, f-—^ By hi? 
order, this tranfa&ion was I^pt private among theWi- 
felves, till after his reftirreftion. 

The next ^norning^ 9s he defcen^ed the mountain, 37* 
he foi^nd a great crowd aifembled ; from which a 
perfon adyancjng, kj^^eeled down before him, ber S^* 
feeching him to have mercy on his only fon, who 
was poflTefied by an evil fpirit| under which he had 39» 
fuffered greatly. I hoped, faid he, that your difcii- / 4^* 
pies could have relieved him ; but they coqid not. 
I ■ ■ Jefys then rebuking his difciples for their w^nt 4'* 
of faith, ordered the man to priiig his fon to him. 
r-T— This threw the youth into new agonies and con- 4^^ 
yulfions J but Jefus immediately relieved him, and 

■ « 

delivered him perfectly reftored to his father, 

This wqn4erful cure drawing the admiration of all ^3. 
jvho were prefent on Jefus, he feared the effect it 
might have on the minds of his difciples, and took 4}. 
^ti opportunity to fix their attention again on the 
fufferings which he had told them he- muft foon 
undergo at Jerufalem.— — But they had little con^ 45.46^ 
f:eption of what he meant and were much inclined 
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to give way to worldly hopes and expe£hitions« 
47* Jefus, to reprefs thefe undue notions, in his accuf* 
tomed manner, by a fenfible reprefentation, took a 
child, and told them, that they who could nott lay 
4S. afide their worldly prejudices, and imitate fucb inno* 
cence as was then before them, were neither qua- 
lified to receive the gofpel, nor to inherit the king* 
dom of heaven. That perfon, faid lie, will there 
be greateft, who in this world confiders himfelf as 
the leaft. 
4!>* 5^' ^^ ^^^^ occafion John teftifying his zeal, tol4 
' Jefus, They had feen a perfon attempting to caft 
out devils in his name ; but as he was not a difciple» 
they had forbidden him. Jefus, checking this for.- 
wardnefs, faid, he wifhed to confider every one as 
for him, who did not openly appear agsunft him. 

51, The paffover was noyr approaching, and Jefus, 

refplving to go to Jbrufalem, to finifh his miniftry 

j2. there by his death, fent fome of his difciples into 
a Samaritan city, through which he was to pafs, to 
make fome preparation for him and his company. 

55. But the Samaritans, finding he was gcnng to the paff- 
over at Jerufalem, refufed to admit him, becaufe of 

54. their enmity to the Jews. James and John, relent- 
ihg this indignity, begged their matter to call fire 

• • • » . • 

from heaven to confume them, as Elijah had done on 

■ M il . * W ' " ■ 1 II , ■ I W 

54* See 2 KiDgs^ i. ip. 

a like 
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a like cccafion. But Jefus rebuked their {improper 55. 56; 
zeal. Tou underftand not, faid he, the mild temper 
of the gofpel. What might become a Jewifli prophet 
in the court of an idolatrous prince, would ill fuit a 
minifter of my religion. He took no notice, there* 
fore of the ill-treatment he had found ^mong the 
Samaritans, but went to another village. 

About this time he difcovered the falfe pretences ;7.sS.(;9. 
of feme who attended him on worldly motives. The ^•^^•^*- 
Eeal of one he cooled, by trying whether he had 
£aith fufficient to give up his temporal expedations 
for the golpel. Another, whom he invited to be 
his difciple, begged firft to wait till his fj^ther's death 
diat he might fettle his aifairs. A third expreffed ^ - 

his readinefs to preach the gofpel; but he firft de- 
fired to take leave of his friends. Jefus looking on 
all thefe as worldly excufes, obferved, that no man, 
who was in earned a difciple of the gofpel, would 
make it the ^/}/? employment of his thoughts to 
feek for 4 reafon for not immediately clofiiTg with it. 

Jefus, at this time, added. (Seventy other difciples CHAP. 
|o hjs |welye appftles ; and fent them, two together, ^• 

to 



.6;?. No man having put his hatid to the plough, &c. St. JLukp 
'^loiie mentions thfs adage. Hefiod's inftruAions to a ploi|ghman 
are not a bad illuftration of it. The good ploughman^ fays he, muji 
'keep his eye intent on his work^ and not gadabout ; thatiemdy make 
a JiraH furrow. Hef. Epy. lib, H. v. 6l. 

I. St. Luke 18 the only evangclill who has given U9 an ac- 
^ouat p^ the feventy. This makes the ancient, tradition more 

R 4 probable 
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«• to preach m different towns and vilI^g€S» intending 
himfelf to follow them. The barvefl:, bid hei b 
truly abundant; pray to God for more labourers 

3* to reap it. -G^cQunter with meekn^fs tbe violence 

4* of tfa^ worlds Carry nothing fuperfluws with you. 
Keep the great «Tand you are fent pn always in 
5.6. view. Blefs the bpufe you enter. Your bk(][ing 
will either reft upon it, if there be any difpofed to 
receive -it, or it will return in comfort to yourfelves. 
.7.8. Be eafily fatisfied and contented, where you are firft 
received. Be labourers worthy of your hire ; and 
Ihew yourfelves not folicitous about worldly accom- 

9' modationa. Heal the fick ; and exhort men every 

where to prepare for the kmgdom of heaven by r^ 

10 II. pentance and reformation. A$ to thofe cities which 

will not receive you, they mud be left to the judg* 

ment of God; but let none go unwarned of the 

12. danger of their ftate. In the offers of the gofpd, 

they have had advantages which Sodom never had ; 

and if they rejed them, mud expert a feverer treat* 

13.14. 15' ment. Such are the cities of Chprazin, .Qethiaida, 

and Capernaum. They have rejeded offers which 



probable, that he himfelf was one of them. They feem to be 
ao initiation of the feventy elders ^(mentioned Numb. zi. l6«) s 
as the twelve apoftles were of the heads, or leaders of the twelve 
tribes. 

4 Salute no man, is only a phrafe equivalent to fuffer notUnff 
to retard you. The expreflion fceros to be an imitation of the 
prophet Elifha's inflrudlion to Gehazi, 2 KingSj iv. 29. 

6. ^on of peace* It is a common Jewifh phrafe to ftyle a van 
the Ton of any good or bad quality he poffefTes. Tbc children of 
v/ratb^ xYitfon of perdition^ are Umilar phrafes* 

XI. See a note on Matt« x« 14* 

migh( 
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might have co^Bvert^d Jieathen cities; and fli^UfiiujI^ 
that fuch impenitent bardnefs of hearty and obftinate 
oppofition to thie gofpel, fhall fubjed tbem to a fev^e 
account. He who r^e£ts you, rgeds me; and he >^« 
yffbo r^&s me% TejQ&s the Father who fent me. 

With this charge the difciples w<ere difmifled $ an4 i7« 
executed th^r commiflio^ Y^jtb gr^pt fuccels* Oa 
thfiir rettum to their mafter, they exprefled their jcxfy 
on having been enabled, through his napie, to caft 
out devils. Jefus a^ured them, that the power of 18. 
the devil (bouid more and more be abridged ; an4 19* 
that they fliould more and more be flrengtbened 
againfl: all their etiemies. Be not, however, adde4 20. 
}ie, fo much rejoiced that evil fpirits are fyibjed untQ 

> J li^iMi^-p^^— »-i^ ■ ■ - ly ■'■ « ■ ■ >w I ■ ij ».»«■■■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ n . . i » I I I 11 I I III I i^ 

17. As opr Savfonr had fet out on his journey to Jcnfilcai 

vrhen he difmifTed the fi^venty difciples, we myft fuppofei in ord^r 
io make the evangeh'ft confiftcnty that he went by tery eafy» and 
perhaps not by direct ftages, preachJog iq ^ the toirnf mA vJU 
lages as he went. But as St. Luke is not very exa6fc in his chro- 
nolog}', thefe circumftances might perhaps have attended one of 
^ho|^ fornw journies to Jcrufelcm©f whi^h St. John fpcaksv , 

18. The expreffion in the original, / /aw Satan as Ughfnin^ 
fdii from ifsamtftfis «ery. grand and beautiful, it is V'fubiiioe 
idea ; ajid the more fo bccs(u(<? of its obrcurity. I have not re,- 
taihed the original expreffion, as the uniformity of my work re- 
quires thefe noble flights of eaftern fubiimity to be (imply ex- 
plained. 

^9* l^his expjxfiiony / ghe y&u fower to tread on firsts find 
/cordons f do<aDot,«t;.^Il, I think, relate to the power otworkinj^ 
miracles \ but is a . bold, figurative manner of exprefling, that 
tlieir i^ety ihould be God's peculiar care. Thus David, fpeaking 
9f the fecurity of a good man, fays (Pf, xcl. 13.) Thoujbahgo 
''Upon phe Iwn and- adder : the young lion and dragon JbaU thou tread 
under thy fe^. 

20. Rather, rejoice that your names are written in heaven* This 
cxprei&on is commonly brought in proof of abfolute, unconditional 
iele6iion. B^t it jCeems abfurd to prove a do^lnne by a figurative 
^xpreiHon f the ncUural meaning too of which is fo obvious to com- 
mon fenfe« 

you — 
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you -— efpecially let not ideai of this kind lead you to 

any thoughts of felf-exaltation ; but let your greaf 

- joy and comfort arife from that holy faith and obe« 

dience to God, which will fecure to you the blefled 

« 

*'• hope of everlafting life.— —Then Jefus, breaking 
out into a pathetic prayer, thanked God for layhig 
open the great truths of the gofpel, not only to the 
wife and learned, but to the very loweft and fimpleft 

«'• of mankind. He then turned to his difciples, and 

told them, that the entire difpenfatiop of the go^l 
was committed to him — that the great fcheme of it 
was infcrutable to man — that no part of it was of 
human inftitution — but the whole was a revelation 

23. from God. And be you greatly thankful, faid be^ 

a4. to your heavenly Father, for giving you a knowledge 
ef tfaefe things, which patriarchs and prophets have 
wiihed to know, but coul4 f^e only at a diilance v^ 
;0iadowy reprefentationsr 

^5* About this time a Scribe came to Jefus, and afked 

him, < with an infidious defign, what he Ihould do tn 

a(t inherit eternal life? « ■ Jefus referred him to the 



ai. Such pafTages as ttiefe, I think, (hould abate much of that 
prying cunofity o? men, which endeavours to fcrutinife the deptlia 
of divine truth. Whatever may be the precife meaning of the 
words, 1^0 man inouuelh vtf&o the Son 1/, But the Father^ they niuft» 
I think, at lead be conceived to convey fome deep myfterious truth* 
Thofe parts of the great covenant of grace which rehite to God 
Almighty are, no dpubt, incomprehenfible to ^s. Thofe partis 
which relate to us — which regulate our faith and pra6kice, arc 
fufficienily plain. God has, in (hort,^ given us fufficient evidence 
to Believe in the gofpel ; and on that evidence we muft exercife otit 
'faith in believing fome truths which we cannot underlland. 

law J 
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law; aiking hioi) What he there found on that headi> 
^ The Scribe anfwered, he was there taught to «7* 
love God with all his heart, and his neigbour as 
himfelf. — » — Jefus told him, if he could do that, he ^^* 
wanted nothing elfe to fecure his falvation. — — But ad- 
here a difficulty occurred to the inquirer. He knewv 
the circumfcribed bounds of neighbourhood, among; 
the Jews efpecially, who would allow no rites of 
hofpitality to their near neighbours, the Samaritans. 
Being willing, therefore, to juftify his own praffice, 
he alked Jefus, whom he (hould call his neighbour ? 
r— Jefus, inftead of convincing him by argument, $0^ 
that all mankind, even Samaritans, were to be 
efteeraed his neighbours^ obliged him, by laying an 
appofite cafe before him, to convince himfelfi — — 
A Jew, faid he, on a journey from Jerufalem to 
Jericho, fell among thieves, who, treating him with 
great cruelty, left him on the road almoft expiring; 
It happened, that a prieft coming that way,- juft 31. 
looked on him ; but went on without the leaft en« 
deavour to relieve him. A Levite, foon after, afked 32* 
the fame unfriendly part. But a Samaritan, pafling 33* 
that road, and feeing the Jew in diftrefs, immedi* 34* 35* 

ately 



28. The impq/pbUity of doing this — that is, oi keeping the wbok 
law. — was what made a Saviour neceffary. 

30. The fcene is laid on this road with great propriety, as it 
ran through a defart ; which, from being infeded by banditti, 
Was called) as Jerom tells us, the bloody loay, Jerufalem (landing 
iiigh, and Jericho being feated in a valley, it was properly faid 
going down to it. 

34. Oil and wine are to this day, under the name of thcy^nf^ 
ttiral blalfanif applied to green wounds. 

^5t He took out two fefice, which is about -fifteen pence of out 

money. 
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^^gskye ham the beft relief he could on the fpott 
^ fetting him on his own be^, carried him to a 
pUc^ of fecurity^ where he took all the care of him 
S6» in his power. Which now of theije three^ iaid Jefi^s 
to the Scribe, was neighbour to him who &U fimong 
37. /hmts ? —7 He certainly, replied the Scribe, wbci 
relieved him.**<*^>-Jefv6, by thu^ making him acr 
knowledge the propriety of a Samaritan's ai^g as 9 
neighbour to a Jew^ made him, in effed:, acknowt 
ledge alfo the propriety of a Jew'^ a6|ting 9& a neigh'* 
bour to a Samaritan { and difp^id^ him with ai) 
injun^on to copy the exaOiple. 
38.39.40. J^fus ftill continuing \ns journey towards . leru- 
^' ^* &lem, called for refreihment at the hQufe of twq 
f^er^, Martha and Mary. Both of them wer« 
pious women, aj>d both were defiirou9 to |bew the^:' 
refpe^ for him; but in different ways* Martha was 
foUcitous about providing the bed entert^^m^nt in 
her power* Mary iat at his feet, liftening to hi;; 
divinjs inftrudion^t At this indifference about hmife- 
hold matters^ Martha .taking offence^ begged Jefu$ 
tp order Mary to her affiftance. --'-— Jefus replied| 

Sioney, and would in that country go about as far as three or 
four (hillings with us ; being equivalent to the price of two da^s 
labour. 

40. The word in the original, ^rsptEcrsraTo, Is very cxprcflivc ; fijf* 
nifying, to be dragoon different ivays at the fame time : as if /he 
wifhed to attend to Jcfus ; but thought the bufinefs of the houfe 
more neccflary. 

40. The word avfavriXu^nron fignifies literally to help togetlcr 
vjith • and is the very word chofen by St. Paul to cxprcfs the af- 
fiftance of the Holy Spirit. Kom^ viii. 26. 

.41. It is aftonifhing^ that Theophyl,aft, and other interpreters 
after him,. (Bp. l^earce in particular,) fhould explaia,^ this noble 
paflage as if alluding to one dj/h of meat , 

Martha^i 
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Marthaj M^tst^ thou irf careful, and perplexed aboiit 
lifeddlefs things 2 one great bufinefe only can be called 
truly nectary ; and Mary hath chofen that good ' 
party which fiiall not be taken from her. 

On another occafidn, as Jefus had been praying, CHAP. 
his difcipies begged him to inftnifl: them in the duty 




of prayer, as John had iftftrUfted his difciples. — — 
Jefus gave them the following prayer as the model of t. 
their prayers in general. 

Heavenly Father, grant that all mankind may have 
juft notions of rfi^ — thaf theiy may recdve thy holy 
rdii^on — ^ and U^s in obedience to thy will, as the 
bleffed angels -do in heaven. Wlfh regard to tem^ j. 
poral things, gram us the iTieceffaries of life. WitH ^ 
regard to fpiritual things, forgive iis our trefpaffes a$ 
tre forgive thofe who have frefparfed againft us ; affiffi 
OS with thy grace in getting the better of temptation j 
and deliver us from evil. 

Jefus having thus taught them how to prayj 5. 
taiight them next ihe- duty of perfeverance in prayer* 
If any of you, faid he, Ihould go at midnight to t 
firiend, and delire him to rife and fUf^Iy you with ^ 
provifion for a gueft, who had ui^xpe£l:edly arrived '( 
though your friend might heiitate at firft, from the e.'j. 



-* y 



6- The idea of a gueji in the nighty was more common in thofe 
countries (where people often travelled at that feafon to avoid the 
heat) than it is with us. 

7. The words in the pn'ginal are capable of being traoflatedi 
My fervanttf (or family ») together with mjfelft arc all in 6cd» 

7 unfe** 
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S. liinfeafoDabieiieis of the hour^ yet, on your perfllU^ 
in the requeft, he might at length, through your im* 

9. 10. poriunity, be induced to life and give you what you 
wanted. Be you then ardent and fincere in your 
petitions to your heavenly Father, and, if proper,. 

11.12. they fhall afluredly be granted^ Would any of you, 

if his fon fhould aik him a reafonable requeft, give 

>$• him fomething detrimental ? If weak men therefore 

attend to the petitions of their children, can you fup* 

pofe that your heavenly Father will do lefs ? 

U- About this time Jefus having cad out a devil 

from a dumb man, immediately healed him, and re* 

. ftored him to the uf^ of his fpeech* On this great 

miracle. the people ihewed him every mark of re* 

• >5* fpe&. But the Scribes ^ and Pbarifees became the 

more viplent againft him ; informing the' people, that 

he caK out devils merely through a confederacy with 

«*• them. Others again pretending to be diflatbfied 

with the miracles he had wrought on earthy which ap« 
peared to be no evidence of his divine conmiiflion, 
Remanded a fign from heaven. 

17. To all this malice Jefus replied, that, m every 

government, an oppofition among the members is 

iS» &talf If my doArines, faid he, lead one way, and 
the temptations of the devil another, how is it pof- 
fible there can be any confederacy between us? 

12. If he ajk an egg^ will he give him a/corpion ? The body of 
a fcorpioil is not unlike an tgg ; fo that the (zxcat JinaBlude is car« 
ricd OQ between the thing ajked and the thing gvotn, 

— Befidessr 
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Befidesy faid Jefus, if I caft oat devils through i^; 
a confederacy with evil fpirits, by what means do 
your own party caft them out ? You will npt ; fop- 
pde them to league with devils* , Allow me, there- 
fore, only the fame credit you allow . them. —*— If 20, 
then you allow that I caft out devils by the power 
of God; you muft allow alfo, that every thing I 
fay and teach is of divine authority. When one »«• «»• 
man overcometh another, and taketh from hini his 
ftrong holds, you know affuredly which of the two 
IS fuperior. So that, as you fee me fuccefef uUy op;^ 2 j, 
pofe the works of the devil, I may well ,con(idar 
him, who is not with me, to be moft malicioufly bent 
aga^nft me: and he muft take that confequence 
which he draws upon himfelf. •*— - Let not your 24.25.2C 
wicked hearts therefore harden you beyond repem- ,^ 
ance. When an evil fpirit has left a man^ and find« 
ing no refting place, returns to him again with new ' 
force, the laft ftate of fuch a perfon is worfe than the 
firft. Take care therefore left you Jews, who hav(^ 
been delivered from heathen ignorance by the law of 
Mofes, may not place yourfelves in a ftill worfe Jtaft 
by rejefting the gofpel. 

As Jefus was thus fpeaking, a woman from the 27* 
crowd, ftruck with admiration at the wifdom and au« 



19. See a note on Matt. xii. i6» 

26. See a note on Matt. xH. 43. 

27. Such exprcflions as the ivomi that hare thee^ and the pafi 
Huhlch thou haft fucked, were often referred by the Jews to the 
Meffiah. They are frequently mentioned in the Talmudic 
initings. 

^ thority 
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'- CMtkr of Ilk dffcouife, cried out, B9«ffed is the 
fiAo^er that bare you, and the bread that you hive 

aS» fa^ked. lefus, who took every occafion of giving 
ittftrbdidD, laid, Bleflfed hither are they who hear the 

.' -: ' ^ord-tf- God, and keep it. 

^p, " Jfefus having thusf atifwered the malice of t^iofe 
who afcribed bis miracles to a confederacy ' with devitsy 
anfWered ihofe next who demanded a Jign- from hea^ 
H}en. " This obftinate generation, faid he, feeketh 
a fign; but nb fign (hall be given them, 'except the 

30. fign of the prophet JoAas. As his lying [three day$ 
in thef v^ale's belly, . and afterwards prefehting him- 
J^f alive, was a proof to the Ninevites of his divine 
^' anthority ; fach proof hereafter fhall .the fon of mai 

51. ^fVe to this generation; and they* wnb rejeS this 
lail fign fhall be among the moft ihexcufable of aH 
finners. The queen of Sheba Ihall rife in judg- 
ment againftthem. She came from a diftant coun- 

3». try to hear the wifdom of Solomon, while they 
ts^^ed a greater than Solomon "at their very doors. 
The Nkievites alfofhall rife in judgpient againft them ; 
for they repented at the preachtng of Jonas, though 
Jonas was only the type of him whom they rejefl:. 

3 J. Ifhejr pretend indeed' to great holinefs; but if their 
hearts were really imprefied with it, th^ would 

fliew 



ig. Strc vcrfc 16. 

3*5. There ie fotne difficulty in the- connedioA of this verfc. 
Thie fame woida are applied by St« Matthew to the difeiptes; 

^ whick 
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fliew.it In its effe£bs. As the eye guides the body^ '34. 

fo does a iincere heart the affeftions. If fincerity 

be wanting, the whole is darknefs. Take care, there- 35. 

fore, left the light of your minds become darknefs. 

If the mind be religious, a devout practice will 36. 

follow. 

After Jefus had done teaching the people, one of 37- 
the Pharifees invited him to dine; but was much 3^' 
furprifed at feeing him (it down, before he waflied 

his hands. With vain fcruples, faid Jefus, do you 39- 

Pharifees cleanfe your hands ; while you leave your 
hearts impure. Whereas it is the heart chiefly 4^* 
which God regards. On it lay the ftrefs j and fear 41. 
not the wrath of God for eating with unwafhed 
hands. The outward obfervances of religion are 42. 
greatly inferior to its moral precepts. Slight not 
the ceremony j but revere the duty. . Thefe hypo- 43- 
critical pretences of the Scribes and Pharifees to 
more than ufual holinefs cover the wickednefs of their 
hearts ; and like pits, which appear not, deftroy the 44« 
unwary. 

In the latter part of this difcourfe, Jefus having 45. 
mentioned the Scribes alfo with the Pharifees, a 
Scribe in the company obferved, that his cenfures 
had involved them alfo. ■ Jefus anfwered, He 46.47.48. 



vrhich are here applied to the Pharifees. But the expreflion is 
without doubt proverbial ; and therefore may admit of different 
applications. I have followed the interpretation of Dr. Clarke. 

34. The e^ii eye, or Rngh eye, were common expreffions among 
the JewSy to denote good or bad qualities ia the mind. 

39. See a note on Matt, xxiii. 25. 

Vol. I. . S me»t 
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491^50.51. meant it (hould. How feVere, iiud he, are y6u aUb 
5*" in your impofitions on others! How relndant to 

bear the lead burden yourfelves! You take^away 
the key of knowledge from them; without apply- 
ing it to any ufe of ybur own. You build fepul- 
, chres indeed to the memory of the prophets, whom 
your fathers put to death: but in dobg this, you 
only (hew yourfelves their children, and, that you 
mean to imitate their example. Holy prophets and 
apoftles (ball be fent among yoU^ as were among 
your fathers ; and you will treat them with the 
cruelty of your fathers : that the blood of alj thfe holy 
prophets, that hath b^en fixed from the beginning 
of time, may juftify that figrial Vengeance, which 
fiiall (hortly come upon this wicked generation. 

As Jefus contihuied to fp^, the Scribes and Pha« 
rifees began to urge him with queftions, and ehdea- 
Vour, if poffible, to proVoke him to fay fbmething, 
from which they might form an Peculation. 

CHAP. Some time after, a great number of peo^e col- 

XH- letting about Jefus, he took the ojjpbituhity of 

I. inftrutting both his dffciples ^d his hearefSs in gene* 

ral. ■ Above all things, faid he, avoid hypocridcal 

i. 3. pretences in religion. I haVe always fet the truth 

^)efore 
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49. Therefore alfi faid the mfddm of God. Many inftevpreteFS 
. are of opinion, that our Saviour quotes ihis account of the cruelty 
of the Jews to the prophets from fome book intituled the tViJiom pf 
God. 

3. 5. Thefe two yerfes \ti the ongrnal carry the 'air of apru- 
.denttd reafon againft bypocfify : as if our Saviour* had firfd, I*^ 
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before you t be ydu as fmcere hi cocnmuDioatiag it 
to otbers* Tho£e do&rnies, which you have beard 
from me m private, preach you to all the world. And 4^ 
be under tio apprehenfions from the malice and pre- 
judices of men. Thefe injuries reach only the body* 
But live under a conftant feBfe- of that great Bemg, 5* 
whofe power reaches the foul. That gracious Pro* 6. 7. 
videace, which Aiftains even the imalleff part of his 
Vaft creaticm, \riMi not certaialy neglefl: you.-— But 8. $. 10. 
iBYen tf God diould (uffer you to fall under the ma^ '*•**• 
Kce of your enemies^ (as in the caufe of religion 
may be th^ cafe,) yet ftill perfevere. Coniider the 
reward of foflFering fx^ die trufb^ and the danger of 
denying it» The higheft crime of this kind^ into 
which the wickednefe of man's heart can lead him, 
U that (into which the Pharifees have fallen) of 
fidcribing my miracles to the devil. It is a wickedneis 
of the mofl: dangerous kind $ as, in a manner, it 
prevents repentance^ by hardening the heart againft 
the laft great means of convidion. — --^ I conclude 
my iiiftrudioii on this head, by warning you, when 
you are brought before your enemies, not to be foil- 



ii ceriainly ^jfir in yon^ on worldly mothgs, not to he hypocritical ; 
hccaiufe fodner or later you Jball he dtfeo^ered. But I cannot con- 
cvite tbif t$o be the r<a) feirfe of tite paffage : both bccaule urging 
worldly principks againii fuch a vice is a degrading arguoient ; 
and aim became the parallel place in St. Matthew (x. 2d.) gives 

a diSerient fenfe, which fenfe I have adopted. Inftead of 

fe^^i|0-o(Tf ye haiw fpokeuy it is probable St* Luke wrote tXaXtjirai 

j» £9t even. It is probable that AAAA, which is written im 
capitaU commonly in MSS. was inferred for AMA, which it fo 
oearlf r^mbkij and ihca we fcould haTC tbe better fenfc of 

S 2 citou9 
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citous i^ehatyou (hall fay; but to reft aflured^ that 
Godj in thofe times of neceffity, will communicate 
to you a proper defence, through the influence of his 
Holy Spirit. 

>3* While Jefus was thus fpeaking, a perfon from the 

crowd defired him to fettle a difference between hhn 

i4« and his brother. —— Jefus telling him that an aflSur 

■ 15. of that kind did not . at all belong to him, took aa 

occafion, from this drcumftance, to caution his 

hearers againft covetoufnels, and exhort them to a 

1 6. dependence on God. A certain man, faid he^ 

found the increafe of his goods beyond his hopes-; 

17. and not knowing where to beftow his abundance, he 
at length determined to enlarge his ftore-houfes^ 

18. After he fhould thus have completed all hb fchemes, 

19. he trefolved . to give a loofe to the pleafures of life, 

20. and fully enjoy the poffeflions he had gained. But 
now obferve the event. That very night, as he 
was laying thefe plans of happinefs* his foul waa 
required. Whofe were then the goods which he 

21. thought he bad fecured ? — - Such is the folly of that 
man, who is rich in worldly poflefHons, but has made 

22. 2 j. no provifion for everlafting happinefs. — Be not, 

therefore, folicitous about thefe worldly matters. 

Your life is a pledge from God, that he will provide 

24.25.26. for the necejjlties of it. That gracious power, which 

27. 28. £gg^jg ^jjg ravens without their care, and clothes the 

lilies without their toil, will affuredly re^ch out the 
fame proteftion to you. Befides, what folly does 

fuch foUcitude difcover \ With all your anxiety^ 
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you cannot add one moment to your lives. Why 
ihould you therefore^ be diftrefled about other 
things^ ftill as little in your power? Leave, then, 29«3o«3i« 
thefe intruding cares, to worldly men, and feek you 
the kingdom of God. • Your heavenly Father know. 
eth you have need of thefe temporal things^ and 
in his own manner will beftow them. ■ Neither be 3*« 
ihaken with the terrors of tbis life ; but oppofe them 
by reflecting on the glpries of the next. It is your 
heavenly Father^s pleafure to beftow everlafting hap- 
pinefs on you. Sit loofe then to all the things of $}• 
this world. Communicate its bleflings, if you have 
them, to thofe who want them. Provide yoqrfelves 
bajgs which never decay : and lay up treafures in 
heaven, which nothing can injure. Of one thing 34- 
be well aflured, that wherever your treafure is, 

diere will your hearts be alfo. Thus laying afide 35.36.37. 

anxiety for the things of this^ world, be always pr«- 3^* 
pared for the next ; that, at whatever hour your 
Lord may call, he may find you ready, and reward 



32. // h your father* s good pleafure* The word eujoxtw-w figni- 
£e8 a pkafurable acquiefcehce, Tht idea of GoiPs enjoy ingy or re/i* 
,fngy as^it were, in the enjoyment of the happiqefs .he produces, is 
often touched In fcripture : and many paflages which are made 
to fumifh only matter of controverfy about ele^ion and predeflina- 
tion» might farnjih the gioqs heart with tender and amiable ideas 
of the Deity. 

35. Let your loins h girt. The inh»bitant8 of eadern countries 
wore long garments, and ufed to tuck them up when they pre- 
pared for aSion : to this the text alludes. Horace gives U3 the 
fame idea, 

— veluti fuccinflus curfitat hofpes. 

38. Second and third watchf that is, in the dead of night. Men 
lyent to bed about the^rfi watch, and rofe in the fourth, 

S 3 yeur 
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your v]gilance« Thi kmoendntf of ]four mafter^i 

comkig is fufficient ground for conftaot prepaAUon* 

39- If the bour in which the (hief Should cone, were 

known, the houle fnight enfily be guarded; but 

40. con/iant vigilance is required. -— p~i Be yoii^ fikewife, 
always ready { for the hour of your deatb is atwaya 
uncertain* 

41. Peter, on his mafter*a malting a pauie, ddb^am 
of knowing, whether thefe precepts wo'e of g^wrat 
ufcj ox to be applied chiefly to the ^ifiiples^ put 

^z* the queftioii to him. m - , 1 , , Certainly, faid Jeiiis, they 

are meant as inftniCHohfor att. Every man ftonld 

be that fahhfui fteward, lirhown his Lord appointa 

43. 44. to manage his affairs^ Happy aftd enonehtily Te« 

warded fliall that fervant be, who (hall be iovad 

45* attentive to the difobarge of his duty« But if ke 
jBiall build upon his Lerd's ' dielay^ and behave with 

46. infolence and oppreffion, bis L6rd may con^e fad* 
denly upon him, cut hiai d(F; in the midft df hn 
wickednefe, and give hini pp to that puaaflunent 
47,48. which he fo well deferves*. The oflfence, however^j 
will always be in proportion to. the knowledge. 
The more informed the fervant is of his mailer's 
will, the greater Ihall be his punifliment if he neg-^ 

49. led it. ' But dill of this be affured, thkt you ihall 

find the difcharge of your diity accoinpanied with 

diffi- 



46. See a note on cutting afunder, St. Matt. xxiv. 51. 

49. What will /, If it hf already kindled l — Some put an ior 
terrogation after deXo}, and read it thus : What will I ? O that U 
mffre already Undledl conlidcriDg it as a necefikry part of the 

* gofpol 
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difficulties axxd trials. Peaceful and gentile a$ the 
gofpel is, it will excite great perfecutions againft it^ 
which are, indeed, already begijn. I myfelf muft 5o* 
be the firll facrifice. The circumdanQes of this great 

• 

event are now approaching. After that, ypu muft 5 »r 
expe£t to fee many fcene$ of cruelty and diftrefs; 
infomuch that men will break through, not only all 5** S3* 
^e duties of hun^ajvty, but all the ties of natural 
afiedion^ 

Thea turning to the people. If you would attend^ Si^SS'S^- 
Xaid he, you may as eaiily &e the prophetic figns of 
thejfe approaching events, as you can judge of the 
weather from th? appearapce of the l^y.— -And 57. 
when you do fee thex;n, your intereft furely makes it 
.higWy npceffary to take varning from IJhenj, What 58»^i9- 
perfoA at enipity with a powerful ne^libour woul^ 
not .wUb, brfpre things are carried to extremity, t9 
^avert thofe copfequences which he cannpt but know 
^are coming upon him ? 

It happex^ed, about this time, that fome Galileans CHAP, 
"having given great oflFence to Pontius Pilate, the , ^^J;* 



I. 



gofpel inftitqtion. See Bowyer's Conje^. Others fay^ .^/^ 

%uiU It 19 opiy a Jewifh mode of fpeakiQg for / v/iM* ^,ee JL!ght?> 
foot's Heb. find Tal. £x. in locum. 

^5. The heat here mentioned la prplyably in allu%n to tjbe hot 
winds which often blow in thofe countries from the fouth. 

^6. Thefe' fign» ^re not called prophetic in the original ; but 
,propbetic ^gus are the only figns lyhich our Savia^t;, I think» could 
mean. 

I. The offence which thofe p^qp^e g^ve to Pilate is fuppofed 
to have been their fpreading among (he people that they were 
freei and ought not to pay tribute to* any foreign power : after the 
example of Judaa of Galilee, who .was the author of thefe rebel* 
}ious opidiQQ^. 

S 4 Roman 
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Roman governor, he had taken a fevere revenge; 
and had fallen on them with a body of troops, in 
the midft of a folemn Jacrifice. The affair made 
much noife ; arid feme people mentioned it to Jefus, 

2.3.4.5. as the effeOis of a divine judgment. -^^^ But Jefus 
rebuked their forwardnefs, and bad them not to be 
fo ready to point out the judgments of heaven from 
fuch events as this they had mentioned, nor from 
any accidental mifchief, fuch as the fall of the tower 
of Siloam, which- had killed eighteen people. The 
light, fard he, i^ which you Ihould confider thefe 
things, is that of being Warnings to yourfelves. Un- 
lefs you repent, be affured, that a greater deftrudion 
than either of thefe (hall fall upon you. 

' -€.r To inipref^ this idea the more ftrongly, he fpake 

» 

7- the following parable. — — A perfon who had a bar- 
ren fig-tree in' his vineyard, bad his gardener cut it 
down, as he had been long difappointed in his ez- 

8. pedation of its bearing fruit. But the gardener, with 
. ^ great 
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5. Many writers havr remarked, that on looking into the 
events of the Jewifh wars, fome remarkable calatnicies befel the 
Jews very fimilar to thefe. A great body of ihem were flam as 
they were affembled at a facrifice. See Bell. Jad. vi. c. 9. and 
-vix, c, 17. apd many of them alfo periihed under the raina of the 
temple, Vi. c. 4. vii. c. 10., &c; 

7. Some Interpreters, who feck a hidden meaning in tnyery ^ord 
pf fcripture, fnppofe the three yean here mentioned refer to the 
three years of our SaviomV preaching. I rather fuppofe them aa 
indefinite number : as when we fay two or three^ we mean not 
to confine .ouif elves exa^y to thefe numbers^ but only to a fmall 
one. 

S. (S06 1$ th6 owner of the garden : his prophets and apoftles 
arc reprefe^ted by the gardener; and the Jewifh nation, by the 
^g-tree. According to the tenor of the parable, -Goit and his 

prophets 
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great importunity, begged him to defer his refo* 
lution one year more. I will dig about it, faid he, 
and dung it ; and if that culture produces no eSeflj p. 
there can be no farther hope of its improvement } 

and I will cut it down. 

* 

It happened, feme time after, that as Jefus was io« 
teaching in a fynagogue on the fabbath, a woman 
was there, who, through a violent contraction of her u. 
limbs, was bowed, as it were, together. Jefus, 12. zj* 
calling her to him, immediately healed her; info- 
much that, inftantly railing herfelf up, fhe praifed 
God for his mercy before all the affembly . — — The 14* 
ruler of the fynagogue, who was a ftrict Pharifee, 
pbferving this, turned to the people, and in a tone 
of indignation told them. There were fix days in 
which men might work; on them, therefore, they 
ought to come and be healed, and not on the fab« 
bath-day. ■ ■ ■ Jefus, not choofing that fuch hypo» ,^. 
crify fhould pafs uncenfured, aiked the ruler of the 
fynagogue. Whether he fhould fcruple to loofe his 
ox or bis afs from a ftall on the fabbath, and lead 

Jiim to water? And would you be more fcru- ^^ 

pulous, faid he^ in loofing a fellow-creature from 



prophfts arc introdoced as holding different fentimtnts. But In 
iour Saviour's parables oi^ly the gritnd fcope is to be attended to ; 
inrhich, in this parable is, that the fig-tree fhould certainly be cut 
down if It continued unfn^itfuL 

16. Wham SeUan hath bounds ^c» From this ^ and fome other 
paffages, as i Cor. v. c. and in the cafe of Job, it appears as if 
the devil had at that time the power of in fi idling difeafcSy as well 
a^ of pofief&ODS ;; and hence the phrafe perhapii of deliveriatg over 
iQ Satan* 

5 the 
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the Ixmd of an infirtntty, which hid fo lobg op^ 
'7* prc&ci h^r ? -«-<-- The cafe, put m fp ftfong a maav 
ner, cc»fovnded the ruler of the fyoagogue } while 
the qQmq»m people^ who conM^red J^a's actions 
with unprejudiced minds, hft^sied. tx> his doftrine 
with attention, and praifed God for the wonderful 

jS. 19. ^otks which he had performed • Jefus, forefeeing 

that the gofpel fhould finally prevail over all the op- 
pofition and prejudices of men, added, in the fpirit 
of prophecy, that it was Kke a grain of muftard-* 
feed ; which , faid he, is the lead of all feeds ; ' but 
when it has taken root, i( becomes the greatefl: of 

I0# ii« plan^* In this light, continued he, it is like leaven 
alfo, which, being hid in a quantity of meal, makes 
no appearance at firft; but will foou begiA to fer« 
ment, and fpread over the whole, 

22* • Jefus was ftill proceeding towards Jemfalem, by 
tlow (lages, and preaching in the towns and villager 

jj. through which he paffed. v It happened, during his 

journey^ that a perfon, with an indifcreet ctiriofity> Ih- 
ijuired of 4iim, whether the number of thofe who 
Ihould be faved was not proportionally very fmall ? 

j^ J Such queftions never meet with a direft anfwer* 
However few they -m^ %e, -fiud Jcfuq , 4o you ftrive 
^o be among them. And of one thixig he aflVur^ 
that it is not an ina^thve wi(h, 'but a laious ^dea* 

3^. vour, that will gain tliat end^ A tio)^ of .mercy is 
Jiow offered : but if* you obftinately rejeft it, the 

?6. door may be ihut againft you. Many may be the 

a^. 'fezcufes and pretences, at that awMtkne: but no- 
il tWflig 
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tlung will alHde the teft, but a holy and rdigious 
Mk. As for your claims from Abraham, they will it. 
be of no avaiU You fhall fee that patriarch an4 bis 
pious defoendants admitted to God's favour; and 
yotijfC^ves, if you continue hnpenitent, thruft out, 
ISiif, you (hall {^ God's farouf transferred from you %9, 
10 the Gentiles I ^hile you are reje&ed, you ftaU 30. 
fee them received, whofe preteniions you have al- 
iwtys treated with contemplf . 

About this time, ibme ef. the Pharifees, envying 31* 
the credit of Jefus, and defirous pf removing him 
from the ^ neighbourhood of Jeru&Iem, told him, 
that Herod had formed a defign to put him to death* 
i» t Tell that crafty prince, faid Jeips, that he can 32. 
peither haften nor -delay the ^eat ^ork in which I 
sm engaged, f purfue my journey, to Jerufalem» 33. 
Itis imppflible that a prophet ftoujd perilh in any 
Other place. .,i. - . ■ 1 Then breaking out into a tender 34. 
^clamation, he lamented the fate of that unh^^y 
city, ftained with the blood of fo many prophets. 
Jn vain, faid he, hath God extended his mercy to It 
— that mercy hath been rejefted* The period is 35. 
.approaching when a wonderful defolatiofx (hall come 
upon itj which will, at the fajiie time, be a full evi- 
dence of the t^uth of the M^^^'^ kipgilom. 

The offence which Jefus had lately given, by heal- CHAP 
Jiig a woman on the fabbath, he gave again on the XIV. 
following occalion, . '■ . He had been invited, on that j, 
day^ to dine with a Pharifee^ who, with others at 

table. 
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table, had thei^ eyes upon him, as Jefus was z^re. 
*• It happened, (as, wherever he went, he was attended 

by feme in diftrefs,) a man in a dropfy prefented 
^ himftlf. On feeing him, Jefus turned to the Pbari* 

fees, and afked them. Whether they thought it law- 
4* ful to heal him on the fabbaih day ? -— *~ To this 

queftion no anfwer was given*; and Jefus healed <h^ 
5^ man. Then turning again to the Pharifees, he afked, 

as he had done before. Whether, if any of them 

ihould hear his bead had fallen int* a pit, he would 

not immediately reBeve him, though it fhould hap- 
6. pen to be on the fabbath ? — This queftion, like 
?• the other, was not anfwered. At the fame time, 

Jefus obferving with what zeal and eagemefs the 

feveral guefts endeavoured to get the beft feats, took 
8 this opportunity to inculcate humility. When a man 

is invited, faid he, to an entertainment, it is highly 

9. improper to place himfelf in the beft feat ; for if a 
|)erfon of more dignity fhould arrive, he muft then^ 

* • 

10. with difgrace, give way. On the other hand, if 



5'. An afd and an px ar^ oftf n put in fc^pture for every kind of 
animal. As in the tenth commandment ; and in If. i. 3. 

S Among heaps of abfurdfty, we fometiraes find a good paf- 
fage in the traditionary writings of the "Jews. The following is 
very fimilar to our Sayioyr's illuftration in thcfe vcrfes. " Three 
men were bidden by a king to a feafi — a f/rince^ a wife mmif and « 
humble man The prince fat htghefl ; the wife man nextf and the 
humble man hive/i. The king ajked the prince^ Why Jittefi thou 
highefl P He faid^ Becaufe I am a prince.- He then qjfked the wife 
manf Why jiiteji thou neKt ? ff^ fold, Becaufe I am a wife man. 
Then he aJked the humble man, ll/'hy litteft thou loweft ? He faid, 
Becaufe I am humble. The king feated the humble man highe/t, and 
the prince loweft,^* , Lightfoot, vol. i. p. 247. 

at 
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at firft, he had taken a lower place, the mafter of the 
entertainment coming in, and leading him up higher^ 
would do him credit before the company. Prudence, ii* 
faid Jefus, will dictate fentiments of this kind to you 
in worldly matters; let it be your part to change 
them into religious principles: for God will always 
reward humility with exaltation. —— Jefus then taking 12.13414. 
occafion from the entertainment he had jufl received, 
gave his hearers a leflfon on charity alfo, as well as 
humility. The common mode, faid he, of making 
entertainments in this world, where you invite each 
other, that you may be invited again, differs from 
gofpel-charity. The truly charitable man lays afide 
all thoughts of worldly recompence ; and aflifts his 
neceffitous ndghbours merely for the love of God, . 

and his gracious promifes. 

A perfon in the company, pleafed with thefe in- 15. 
ftru^ons, expreiTed aloud his fenfe of the happinefs 
of thofe who lived junder the influence of the gofpel. 

Jefus, clofing with the fentiment, fhewed, under ig. 
the following parable, how very undeferving the 
Jews therefore were, in refuting its gracious offers; 
and how juftly they fliould be rejefted in favour of 

the Gentiles. A riCh man, faid he, made a great 

feaft, to which he invited his particular friends* 
But they, inftead of attending, when called, abfented 
themfelves on trifling excufes. The mafter of the 17.1^.19. 



20. It may be obferved» that all thefe excufes are on lawful 
cecqfions s which {hews .the irreligion of attending too much even to 
ftecejfary thmgs^- 

feaft* 
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tQ%ti.2t. §^{^^ difpleafed at this negled, fent out His Temtitsi 

^' and in the room of thofe unworthy giiefts, whom be 

had firft invited, filled his table with thofii wbcmi 

dicfy acddemally found in the high-roads and glades 

of public refort. 

» 

: 4>* As Jefus left the {%flii£ge^s houfe^ he was met fay 

g/ great crowd of people^ whom be inftruded in the 

«6. nature of the gofpel-difpen&tion. He who wiflies 
to be my difciple^ faid be^ maft not exped: a Ufe of 
eafe md lujtury. IJF the advantages of the worid^ 
or if bis natural affections, fbould interfere with fais 

27. religion, he mufl: give them up, and be prepared 
to fuffer every thing, which a confcientious difcharge 
s8.29.30. of his daty may bring upon him. And let thefe 
great points be well weighed and confidered. la 
worldly matters, you are all ready enough, efpecially 
if it be an affair of confequence, to weigh well the 



23. The papifts^ and others of a perfecutin? diTDo(ition» are 
liard put to it for arguments to defend thefr cauiei wnen they ufe 
the words of this text^ compel than t9 come m, as a principal one* 
The word in the original Is avoyxo^w ; but the context feems to 
conilrue it into no idea but that of perfuading them to come in i 
end, except A^ts, xxv{. 1 1. I believe iK>pair9ge in the Nevr Tefta^ 
, xnent can be produced in which it has a conipulfory meaning. 
The word bears the fcnfe alfo of psrfuafi&e comfulfmn k the bcft 
Attic writers. But if it eves had a compulfory nveaning, we are 
not furely to take a pradice fo contrary to the fpirit of the gofpd 
from a mere exprefiloA «n a parable. 

26. The expreffion in the original. If a man bate noi hit father 
stid moiherf though it fbuud hardily in our ears» was well under* 
flood by thofe who were ufcd to fuch figurative di6lion. — — * It is 
fuppofed ottf Sawoar alludes here to that public rcnuticiation 
which the Jewifii profdyte was obliged to make of all hi^ GeatHc 
relations. The paflage is explained by the parallel pbce» Matt. 

expence 
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expence and tt^ouble, as well as your own abilities^ 
before you engage in it. No maft would begin to 
build a houfe without coftftd^ng whether he were 
able to fini(h it. No king would go to war till he 31. 3i# 
had weighed his own ftrength and that of the 
enemy. Let it be yotir bulinefe, iiherefbre, to weigh 33- 
well what you engage in, before you profefs your- 
felves my difciples. Salt is good: but if it have not 34 35- 
the flavour of fait, it is bf no value. — Attend 
carefully to what I fay ; and let it have its due in* 
"fluence on your minds. 

Thefe divine difcourfes were heard by the com- CHAP. 
mon people with great attention ; and many perfons, "^^' 
'€ven of wicked Kves, we?^ wrought on to follow i. 

Jefus, and become his hearers. This again gave . ». 

great offence to the Scribes and Pharifees. What 
hoiinefe, they would fay, can there be in a perfon 
who keeps company with men of fuch fcandalous' • -- ;^^ 
characters? — > — Is there one among you, faid Jefus, ?• i^-9 *o. 
who, having loft a fingle fteep out of a liundred, 
would net leave the ninety and nine, and go in queft 
of that t^hich had .ftrayed ? And if he fliould find 
it, wonld he not receive a more fenfible pleafnre at 
the tecbvery of that which had been loft, than at the 
^iTafety of ali the teft ? *-^— ^ Or fuppofe a perfon poT- 
'Ifefiedof ten pieces of money, fhould lofe one piece. 



^. itlhoul^ be tranflated, Dolb not have the ninety arid' nine ,, 
ahJgoith ifUo yhe wUd^e/s, &c. if Che original' will fuffer tfair 
tran^ofiuoQ, 

with 
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vith what anxiety would he feek that one piece ; 
and what pleafure would he feel from the * recovery 

of it ? If then, faid Jefus, we are fo affeded by 

the trifling things of this world, bow ought we to be 
affeded by the recovery of a finner to happinefs ? 
This is a fight which your heavenly Father looks on 
with pleafure. 

XX. From the recovery of particular finners, Jefus en- 
l^ging the idea^ qonfidered the recovery of whole 
nations ; and reprefented, in the following parable, 
the different circumftances of Jews and Gentiles-— 
the acceptance of the latter, and the unreafonable- 
nefs of the former, in wifliing to withhold their pri- 
11.x3.14. vileges from others. A certain man, faid he, 

i8!iq!2o. ^^^ ^^^ ^^^®' ^^^ younger of whom, tired, of the re- 

31.22.23. ftraint of a well-ordered family, begged his father 

^t\g^g, to give him at once his inheritance, and leave him 

30.31.32. to himfelf. Having obtained his requeft, he fet out 

dire&Iy in fearch of happinefs, on a long journey. 

Riot and prodigality attended all his fteps; and 

beggary and diftrefs foon followed. To fupply the 

neceflities of nature, he was at length oblige'd to 

fubmit to the mod fervile employment^. But his 

mifery dill increafing, he, came at length to a re- 

folution to return to his father, and try, if poifible, 

to regain his affe£i:ions. With the deepeft humility, 



i^« As the Jews held fwtne to be unclean stnimaby our Savionf^s 
fending the prodigal to feed them^ (hews in a ftrong light his ah* 
je£k condition. ^ 

there. 
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therefor^, and co^^tririon, be returned, almofl^ the 
agony of defpair. £ut his father, feeing him at ^ 
diftance, ran to meet him ; and throwing his armf 
upund his neck, received him with unbounded ten? 
dernefs, and carrying him home, fpent the re« 

nifiinder of the day in rejoicipg. The elder 

brother, in the mean time, was in the fields : but 
returning in the evening, was furprifed, as he apr 
proached the houfe, to hear the found of mulic an4 
feftivity. Calling therefore one of the fervants," he 
inquired the caufe; and being informed that his 
brother had returned fafe, and that his father had on 
that account made a day of rejoicing, he was highly 
difpleafed, and refufed to go in. His father con- 
defcended even to intreat him : but he was received 
with reproaches. I, who have ferved you, faid 
the haughty youth, all my life with fidelity, never 
received the leaft token of any particular attention. 
But when your prodigal fon returns, after confuming 
all that he had in riot, nothing is thought too good 

^or him. To all this impropriety of language the 

father tenderly replied, ^on, you are ever with me, 
and have partaken always of my kindnefs. Be fatif- 
fied therefore, and be not offended at my receiving 
with affeftion your lofl: brother^ who is reftored to 
me by contrition, penitence, ana refolutions of obe- 
dience !• 



f I have given the fuhftance of the parable : but the heautifvi 
JtmpRcity of the original can be given in no words but its own. 
The change of pcrfon in the thirtieth verfe, ibis thy /on, into this 
thy brother, in the thirty -Cccond, is particularly tender. 

Vol, I. T On 
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eHAP. Q%.another occafion Jefus flie^ed his hearers by 

,^^^' , the followiiig parable, that the things of this world 

1. 2. have no ufe but that of being fubfervient to a better. 

' ■ A rich man, faid he, had a fteward, who, beiig 

accufed of diihonefty, was on the point of being 

3* difmifled. Under this difagreeable circumftance he 

began to confider what he fhould do. He could not 

bear a life of labour, and could not fubmit to live 

4. on alms. After fome hefitation, he refolved at laft 

to make an advantage of his ftewardfhip before he 

left it ; and to provide for an ievil day by making 

S*6.j. friends of his Lord's debtors. Colleding them to- 

gether therefore, he examined their feveral accounts, 

8. and deduded a part from each. Jefus then pointed 

out the management of worldly men, as an example 

of attention to his followers in their fpiritual affairs : 

9. 10. adding, at the fame time, an exhortation to make 

the things of this world fubfervient to their ever- 

lafting happinefs; affuring them, that if they did 

not ufe temporal bleflings as they ought^ they 

could never be qualified to receive fpiritual bleffings* 

''* If therefore, added Jefus, you do not firft wean 

your affedions from the love of worldly things, you 

can 



I. It 18 evident from ▼. 14. that the Pharifees were ftHI among 
hia hearers ; and indeed fuch a difcourfe as this feemed more 
adapted to them than to his immediate difciples, who had not 
touch of this world's goods to difpofe of; though, in fa6i, we are 
ftewardsy not only of riches, but of time, health, ftrength, lei- 
fure, opportunities, parts, knowledge, in {hort» of every thing 
vre enjoy. 

II* The idea, in a mortal ^ate^ of calling nothing our own, it 
often iiittftrated b^ heathen writers. 

* '^ Nimirnn 
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can never.be prepared for heavenly: and if in the xi. 
life of thefe tranfitory pofleflions you have been 
found deficient, you fhall never receive thofe ever- 
lafting rewards, which ihould otherwife have been 
your inheritance. For it is as impoffible to furrender 13, 
our affedions^ at the fame time, to this world and 
the next, as it is to ferve two mailers of oppofite * 
difpafitions. 

Thefe things were faid in the hearing of the Pha« 14. 
rifees, who being covetous, and wholly indifpofed 
to fuch dodrines, endeavoured to turn them into ridi<' 
cule. — **- But Jefus thus rebuked them : That 15. 
fih€t obfervance, faid he, of the ceremonies of the 
law, of which you boaft, may give you credit among 
men } but God knoweth your hearts. Wickednefs, 
under whatever fandified appearance^ is his abhor- 
rence. From the time of John'-s preachings the i6* 
gofpel is offered univerfally to all mankind; and the 17. 
types and ceremonies of the law are, at the fame 
time, fulfilled and abolifhe^. The morality alfo of the i9- 
law is heightened and improved ; and what Mpfes 

•m 1 I I « I I II III .11 I ■ ■ l > • n- I — ^MH^l— — *M^— ^MM— ** 

-^ Nimiutn vobis Romanft propago 



Vifa potensi fupcri^ propria hiec fi dona faiflent. 

JEn. vim vcr. 870. 

Nihil effe proprium cuiquam. Ter. And* Ac. iv, 

Propria telluris hcrum natura» neque ilium 

Ncc me, ncc quenqaam ftatait 

HoR. Sat. lib. u. 

12. In that witch is anothertnan^S'-^nzmtlj, in that which is of 
uncertain poffefiioni and may be taken from you. 

16. Some tranflate Uas us cwrftf /Sia{ir«i : £vfty one ufetb vhkncg 
Mgainft it. 

T % allowed. 
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aUowedy (as in the cafe of divor£e» for mftancey) for 
the hardnefs of your hearts, is. now brought within 
a much (Iridsr and more refined law. 

19- Jefus having thus rebuked the hypocrify of the 

Pharifees, returned to the fubjed which they had 
interrupted; and, in the following parable, (hewed 
them the dreadful confequences of a voluptuous life, 
given up wholly to the pleafures of this world. The 
pard>le alfo tended to (hew the comparative happi- 
tte£i of good men, though in the midft of worldly 

diftr^ A cotain rich man, (aid be, enjoyed all 

the happinefs and pleafures of this life. His drefi 
was the moft coftly, and bistable the moft fumptuous* 

^- in the mean time, a beggar, whofe name was La« 
zarus» lay at his gate, ftraggling with all the necef- 

21. (ities of na^re; and vridiing in vain to fupply hb 
hunger £rom the othOs of the plentiful table widiin. 
To hunger was added the calamity of dife^e. 

^^* In procefe of time the b^gar died ; and was canied 
by angels into a ftate of happing Soon after, the 
rich man alfo died : but while his body was depofited 
in the grave in all the fplendor of funeral pomp, his 

23- foul was conveyed into a place of torment. From 
hence cafting up bis eyes, he (aw AtHrabam afar off, 
in the regions of happinefs, and Lazarus by his 

24. fide. With a lamentable cry he begged for mercy ; 
requeRing that Lazarus might be fent to dip the 



23. This was accomaiod?tcd to 4 comtnQn opinios amoog the 
Jewtf^ thai Paradife and Geh^na werci b fituttcd» that it wai^ 
cafj to fee from one into the other. 

10 tip 
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tip^of his finger only in water, and cool his tongue ; 
for he was tormented in the midft of flames. But 25. 
Abraham put him in mind of the voluptuous life 
he had led upon earth, and of tlie little ufe he had 
made of the bleffings with which Providence had 
intrufted hifh.— *— He put him in mind alfo of tb^ ^ * 
rdignation with which Lazaf us had borne his > ^& 
trefied circumftances; and (hewed hkn, that their 
diffisrent fitnations after death were the cdnfequence^ 
of their different lives upon earth. He (hewed 26. 

him, laftly, the impoflibility of any coftneftion be<> 
tween thofe two different dates, in which Lass&rus 

and he weife now placed. Since that was impof* 27, 29* 

fible, the rich man next begged, that Abraham would 
fend La2aros to warn his brethren againft following 
lus bad estampie. Abraham told him, they had Mo« 29. 
fes and the prophets as conilant monitors. ■ But 30, 
he agiin ur^^, that if one went from the dead, they 
might repents ■ To this Abraham finally aiifwered, - j, 
that GoxI'b oidinary means were fully fufficient f6t 
ail mankind; and that if men were prejudici^d and 



31. This very beautiful parable is told with all the drcom* 
fiances of eaftern imagery. The foul carried to heaven by angels 
—-the gulph between — Lazarus's lying in Abraham's bofom, arp 
all j£wiih images,' and have great beauty in defcriptien.. The 
latl circumftatrce is illuilrated by a pafiagre JFrom Jofephus : Gayoy* 

«rrwy. jibrahamt find IJaac^ and jfacxjbt -wiH rectpot mi afi^r dctuh 

inio their hofoms/ The requeft to Tend a man from the dead ift 

I^U explained -by Bp. Sherlock » vol. iii. fer* a, ■ ■■■Our SavioAr 
erhaps pointed, in this concluiion to the infidelity of the Jews^ 
r he himfdf had rifen frotti the dei^; 

T 3 hardened 
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hardened in their fins, they would not even be eon- 
verted by a man fent from the dead* 

« 

* 
CHAP. lefusy on another occafion, inftruding his dif« 

>_ -^- \^ .ciples with regard to the great points of ^/«jf 
!• 2. and ./^i6m^ offence, thus fpoke. Such is the nature 
x)f . human things, that the world mud abound with 
offences of various kinds. Men will be deluded 
and drawn away by falfe opinions and wicked prac- 
tices. But notwithftanding all thefe things, muft 
happen in the courfe of human affairs, yet that is 
no excvife for thofe wicked perfons through whom 
they happen, He who feduces others to fin, fhall 
have the mod grievous of all fins to anfwer for 
3- himfelf. Confider, well, therefore, every a&ion you 
do in this light ; and be always fearful of corrupt- 
ing the manners of others, by any wicked pradices 
of your own.— —Again, as to taking offence^ be not 
figifi i^ exa^ing all the fatisfadion that may be 
due.- Oently rebuke the offender ; and if he'make 
iff ^ conceflion, immediately ..forgive him. However 
frequent his offences may be, yet, if his penitence 
continually follow them, let your heart be opeqi to 
forgive, 

5. On another occafion, the difciples begged Jefus to 

6. increafe their faith.- Jefus told them, it was a 

prayer which all Qhriflians ought to make. Faith, 
&id he, like a grain fown in the ground, fhould 
always be of an increafing .natyre} and fuch a £uth 

may 
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may obtain any thing from the throne of grace* 

Only of one thing be afTured, that when you 7.8^. xo» 
have obtained this great Chridian Yirtue» and all 
others^ as far as you can, yet ftill you ought to 
have the moft humble opinion of yourfelves. When 
the fervant does his duty {hall his lord thank him? 
By no means. He has done only his duty. ■■ " So 
you, when you have attained what height of per* 
fedion you can, mad ftill fay, we are unprofitable 
fervants : we have done merely what was our duty 
to do. 

Jefus, after this, proceeding in his journey to lu 
Jerufalem, pafTed through Samaria and Galilee. 
As he approached a village in thofe parts, he met 12. 23. 
ten lepers, who were excluded from their place of 
abode, on account of their uncleannefs !• Thefe per- 
fons, knowing Jefus, ftood at a diftance, and begged, 
with a loud voice, that he would have mercy on 
them. Jefus bad them go and fhew themfelves to 2^, 
the prieft. As they went, they felt themfelves healed. 
On this« one pf them, who was a Samaritan, im*- is* i^* 
preffed with a fenfe of gratitude, returned to Jefus j 
and falling down at. his feet, glorified his power and 
the goodnefs of God. Jefus inquiring after the 
other nine, and finding none had been awakened 17. 18. 
into a fenfe of grjititude but this fingle ftranger, 

com- 



ym* < > >■ » ' »> 1 1 > Ml ^ I I III ■> ■ i*^^i>— I I I I — »»iOi»<p<»i— < 



•j- Sec the Leviti«al law. 

:>B. Thy fflUh bath made thee nvboile f erifruKf at; or rather, (as 

'J have ventured to interpret it,} thy faiib hatb put thu in the, W0y 

T4 •/ 
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29. commiended his faith ; and told hiin, it WoUld lead 
^ him to a much higher falvation than the cure of s 
bodily difeafe. 

m » • . 

2p.ai. Some dmeaft^i^, the Pharif^eis afking Jefus, When 
the kingdoih of the Meffiah fliould come ? he told 
them, it would neirer appear in the manner in whitb 
they expefted it, with worldly porrtp ahd bftentation. 

-i The kingdom of the M^ift, faid he, is efta- 

blifhed in the hearts of men. 

tt. JeAis took this opportunity to inform his difdples, 

that they mufl: not hope to fee a continuation of thofe 

peaceable days which they now enjoyed ; but mUft 

^3. expeft^ to trfeet with inatiy calamities ; arid among 

• other difficulties, ihtift guard againft the delufions of 

«4* iihpotlors. ij^or though the gofpel, faid he, (hall 

hereafter be propagated' with furprifing quicknefs j 

25. yet the Sbn of man muft firft fuffer great indignity 



<«^iiip 



of Jahation. For» in the firft place, the word ©wfw asofUn figBi«> 
fics. to favc froin the effe£l cljtn, as from any other danger, ( Sec 
Matt. L a-i, aild iLuke vii. 50.) ■ -And fecoridly, this leper was 
already cared of his hofily difeafe, as the othecs had b<en,. So that 
one ftiould fupp'ofe his faiih was to ftve him from fomething^ from 
1/rhich .he' had ikotyet been faved. Th^ i-afe feems €0 be this: the 
other nine had that faith in our Saviour's pomxer which he feems tp 
have requit^ed in all that were healed.' £ut this man^s faith feems 
\o haye. bcrn , of a higher kind : fudh as ^ckaowUdgedi ncSt only 
Jefu8*8 power, but his being the Mejjia}) alfo, — r- As the cji^ciples 
had juft been begging ah increafe 'of fa^tli^ tK^ example' comes 
in very properly to (hew how it led from one degree to another — 
from the cure of a bodily diforder to everlafting happinefs. 

2I« £ »r o g uj u w m ay b< 4fanflatgd ^wm^ ;y«ii /~4e- wkich indeed I 
think we are rather led by the context : but the genp*ality of qorifc 
meatators give it this more evangelical fenfe. .** ' ' ' 
' ^4. This ycrfc ft fiippofcd by fpmc to relate to th^ deftrU^ajcm 
tff'J^fakrt. ' ■. ^'^ . ' " . • - ■•' "'-' 

and 
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and cruelty from- the Je*s^. Ttien fliall come on x6. 27^ 
thofe calamitous times, which (h&lt be a^ fudden 
as they will be dreadful. As lA the dsfylsi of Noah^ 
men were thorougHy engaged ill all the bufitiefe of 
life, AU the flood imexp&dredly dhfttofid th&m -^ aild 224 h^ 
as in the days of:£.ot/fha istiabitalitt ^f Sddoiii 
were unconcerned ^ *Itt lii^> great. etfenticaaWdn^-^ c 
fo ^all it be in that ciitimity which is hatigrtlj^ 30* 
over the Jewifli nation.' Lit every. ihah^ therdfi(fres 3^51; 
remembering the cafe of Lot V 'v^fe, take the "jrtoft 
dii-eS: and fpeedy meaiis^ 6f 6fcape. -•— ^ But prim 33^ 
cipally, added Jefui, let this Tuddch efcape i^rrf 
your • thoughts ftiH farther, to thofe fimifar event* 
of death and judgment, which (hall be ^trialff .c ; .a 
unavoidable, and equally Uhdiftinguiffiing. - A matt^ 34-35*36* 
lojfs iind gain will not then be eftimaled on woridl^ 

%princrp!'fei 



3* There were circumftancf 8, nodoubt, of difobedience, orof^ 
fomething worfs than mere curiofity in the cafe of Lot's wifei 
which the. brevity of. the narrative leads us only to.coii(j)e^«H'e« < 

34. The paflage from this verfe feems more applicable to the 
general judgment, than to the iiepfc of Jenifaltm. Indeed n\oft 
commentators interpret it in this feiife (fee the.iiotcs on. Matt, 
xxiv. 31, and on Mark xiii. 32.). Of the laft verTe of this chap* 
ter I have given no explanation ; becaufe conned^d, at lead, aa 
It 58, I do not underftand it. Dr. Clarke fays, IVherever the «»- 
^luving y^tvs and nvicfted nun arei there alfo nviU the -Ju^ment cf 

God fftlhw thern^ Dr. Whitby fays, • Wherever thi Jenvs ar^ 

ibere idfo will the fitxord^ the Romans^ whoft ^fjfig^ is the eiigk, 
ie rib^ta defuour^htm, The« .reader n\ay lalce which of ^hefe tic^ 
planations he choofes : I like neither of them* " ■ » ■■ Perhaps indeed 
this'dkprisifionv ^vfheh vh^ dar<*ttfs:is; fiifre kviH'ihe eaghs be gathered 
t^gethit"^ ^'may be onl^^'^na&lbme.^kve . interpreted* it, ' a .proverbt 
fignifying, that^wi//ar cau/es will always produce Jimilar ej^t •• fl> 
^Iwt when the difciples fay, Where^ Lord? or Of what deftruSion 

d» 
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CHAP, principles, nor his fecurity oa worldly calculations, 

^ \ r But in all your diftrefles, faid Jefas, be fervent 

I- in prayer to God. Fervent prayer iviU always weigh 
with your heavenly father. ^-^**^ On this bead he 

. s.; . fpoke the following. parable« In a certani dty 

lived a corrupt jiulge, who regarded neither God 

3^ nor ipan. In the fame city lived alfo an opprefied 

widow, whQ brought her complaint before him. 

, 4I 5^^ ^ut though the juftice of her fijiit had no weight with 
the judge, her aflif'.dity moved him. This woman 
and her caufe^ .faid he to himfelf, are matters of no 
cpncern to me, yet my own quiet is ; and I will 
j)ear her cafe * merely to avoid her importunity, «—-> 

6. 7. 8. ^^ ^^ ^^ UQJuft judge, laid Jefus, will hear the 

- ,,,^ |)etition of a fuitor on fo vile a motive, Ihall not 
a; righteous God attend to the prayers of his faithful 
fervants ? Though he may not immediately grant 
their requefts, he will always attend to their diftreffes, 
and fooner or later relieve them. ' On this great 
cccafion, however, added Jefus, on which I now 
fpeak "^ the appcoacbing ruin of the Jews — there are 
very few whofe faith ihall make them the objeds of 
God's mercy. 



do ytm fpeak ? Jefue's anCnrer might admit the foUowiog explana- 
tion : *' / fpoke Jirft of the defiruAon of Jerufakm ; andafterwarih 
** lid your attention to the Iqfi great day : for itficiedueft fiaU alwayf^ 
«« koti here and hereafter^ produce mtferyy For mylelf> I think 
this the heft fenfe. 

8. Some make the obCexorc ezprefBoo i» this ?erfe to b^ a pro- 
phecy of the corruptionof religion at the time of Chriil'alecond 
<oomiog. 

— . .•:• ' To 
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To this inftruQIon, which Jefus had juft given ^ 
Ibis difciples oa fervency of prayer^ he added the foU 
lowing parable, as an exhortation to kumtHty ; widdii 
he addrefled to fome of his hearers, whom he knew 
to have toQ high an opinion of themfei ves. . " \ > Two io» 
men, faid be,, happened to meet in the teit^le. 
One was a Pharifee; the oth^r a publican* The lu 
former, full of fpiritual pride and felf-importance, 
profefled his innocent life, and thanked God for 
his fuperiority over fuch a wretch as flood before 
him* My fads, faid he, are frequent ; my offerings u. 

to God, abundant.^ Thie .publican, in the mean 13. 

time, (landing in a diilant corner of the temple, 
and fcarce daring to lift his eyes to heaven, fmote 
his bread, faying, Go^ be merciful to me a finner ! 
■ . And yet, added Jefus, this defpifed. publican 14. 
returned from the temple more jndified in the .fight 
t>i God than the boading Pharifee: for felf-ey^katioii .c. 
is among thofe things which are modoppofite to the 
fpirit of true religion. 

Jefus inculcated humility alfo.on another occafion* *f; 
3ome Jews in the neighbourhood . bringing their 



11. The Pharifee Jiood, and prayed thus 'iutih himfelf It (hould 
be tninflatcdy The Ekarljee Jlood by himfelf^ and proiftd thus ^ that 
is, he would not deign to come near the publican for fear of pol- 
lution. See lia* Ixv. 5. 

12. The tithes, on which the Pharifee valued himfelf, were thtf 
temple-offerihgs. 

14. Every one^ fay a the text, that exalteth htmfeff Jhall be aibafei. 
It 18 worth remarking, that our bleffed Saviour repeats this maxim 
9lmoft io thefc very words, three Several tiihes. Matt. xxti. 12.) 
and again Luke xiv. i j.: and in many other places the fame fen* 
tii^ent \a exprcfled. From this let us judge of its importance. 

children 
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duldreii ft> Itfth, ile&red be would blefs them. Bat 
the iiliS[c]^l€i» <:oac^ing this to be an unfeafonable 
|4 X7« itttemiptkm) rebuked their forwardtlefs^ Jefus^ how^ 
wet^ ordering the children to be caHed, laid his 
•r . liftiidsr-onthem: Md then turning to . hid followers, 
Thtifey fatd he^ bre the true emblems of my difciples. 
He only whb hais thd innocence and vpurky of a little 
diild, is qualified to be a member of my kingdom. 

i8* Soon after, a young man of fome diftindion, 

coming to Jefus, and ac^o^ing him by the name of 
^09d majier*^ defired to be informed how he fbould 

»9, attain eternal life?**— — ^Jefus, obferving from his 
mannen bf adtirefs that he had ackn<3wledged him to 
be the Mefliab^ firft qudlioneA him about the com« 
Aliindn<dntis ; and iin'ding that he had la good ac- 
£ouilt of himfelf to give on thefe points, told him, 

tt^ ll i^as fo far well. * But now, faid he, I tnuft put 
Jroiir feith «o.a trial. Sell what you have ind give it 
to the poor, and truft me for your reward in heaven* 

jj. -^ This InjunSioii decided* the affair. The young 

man was very rich ; and not ^xpefliAg to be put to 

fuch a proof, abruptly retired. Jefus on thi§ 

obferved the very great difScuhy of a rich man's be- 
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i6. It was a great queftion among the Jewiih labbnw, at what 
titee.a child was capable of recti vkg everlafking life ? One rabbi 
faid, From the time he was born — another held, from the timt 
be' 66«ld fpeak *— a thti'd, from' the time lie was cf rcomdfed -*- a 
. feitrlky from the time he could lay, amen. Our Saviour m«gllt 
kave fome allufion to thefe opmioDs. >i)ee Ligbtfoot's TaL Exen 
IB locttsa. 

21. See tfaepiuaflelphce. Matt. xix. i<5. . 

ing 
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« 

ing properly difpofed to receive the gofpel : and when is. 
his difciples expreffed their concern at what he laid; 
be added, that he fpoke only dF man unaflifted' liy di- ay* 
vine grace. By God's grace, faid he, all -the bad 
difpofitions of our hearts, and all the temptations of 
the world, may be conquered. 

Peter could not help, on this occafion, reminding ^S* 
Jefus,, in his zeal, that he and his fellow-difciples 

had left all and followed him. Jefus never gave 2^- 30* 

felf-exaltation the praife it demanded ; but contented 
himfelf with faying, th^t no man gave up the thmgs 
of this world for the fake of religion, who fhould 
not even in this life receive abundantly more com- 
fort than he could have received in poffeffing 
them, and in the world to come everlafting hap- 
pinefs. 

After this preparation, Jefus told his difciples ftill 3''3*'33* 
more plainly than he had yet done, that their pVefent 
journey to Jerufalem Ihould end in his being treated 
with every indignity which his enemies could invent j 
and that finally, he fhould be put to death ; but on 
the third day, he aifured them, he (hould rife again. 
— — The difciples, however, notwithftanding this 54. 
plain language, had no clear conception of what he 
meant. 



2^. St. Matthew and St. Luke confider our efcaphi^ the foarea 
6f riches, as owing only to the grace of Go J. St. Mark (x. 24.) 
adds our cwn endeavours : fo that it is plain our fecurity depends 
^D both. 

Jefus 
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35* lefus had now arriTed near Jericho ; where lal 
36. blind man fitting by the road fide, and hearing at 

multitude pafs along^ inquired the occafion of it.* 
37- Some of the crowd telling him that Jefus of Naza^ 
38. reth was pafiing that way ; he cried with a loud 

voice^ and calling him by the name of Jefus^ the 

foil of David^ begged he would have mercy on him. 
J9. The people rebuked his importunity ; but he ftill 
40. continued his cries, till Jefus coming to the place, 
41. ' ordered him to be brought to him ; and aiked him, 

what he wifhed for ? To this the blind man an- 
42. fwered, Lord, that I may receive my fight. Jefus 

immediately reftoring him, fafd, his great faith had 

procured that bleffing for him. He then followed 
4S» Jefus with the reft of the people ; and was joined by 

the whole crowd, in praifing God for fo wonderful a 

mercy. 

CHAP. '^^^'^ ^^^^^ J^^^^ had left Jericho, a man, whofe 

XIX. name was Zaccheus, a chief tax-gatherer, was greatly 

X. 2. 3. defirous to fee him. But not being able, as he 

was a man of low ftature, to £itisiy his curiofity in 

-^ the midft of a crowd, he climbed into a tree near 

5.6.7.8. ^^^ road. Jefus coming to the place, looked up, 

and bad him come down ; telling him, he fhould go 



2. The publican not only collc^ed the Roman tribute, but he 
had the power of dividing the afTeiTment among the inhabitants 
of his diftri6l. This gave him great opportunities of diflkonefty. 
Zaccheus, who was> cbkfoftbe puhlicans, had this power dill more 
in his hands. 



with 
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with him to his^ houfe.—- Som^ of the Jews feeing 
Jefus there, took great offqijce at his freedom with 
a perfon of fo notorious a life as Zaccheus had been 
fuppofed to lead. The event, however, fliewed how 
unjuftly they judged. For Zaccheus, on this inter- 
courfe with Jefus, became fo entirely convinced of 
the wickednefs of his pafl; life, that he flood forth 
before all the people there affembled, and made open 
confeffion of his fins ; declaring, that for the future 
he intended to lead a new life. The oppreflions he 
had been guilty of he would recompenfe four-fold; 
and to make amends where he could not make re/ii^ 
tutwriy he would give half of what he poffeffed to 

the poor. Jefus told him, that his repentance and 9; 

faith fhould fecure to him the gracious promifes made 
to Abraham, his father. And then turning to his ad- lo. 
verfaries, he added, You fee the end of the Son of 
m^n's coming upon earth : he came to fave that 
which was loft. *^ 

Jefus by -this time drawing near Jerufalem, and 11. 
obferving that many of thofe who followed him 
had entertained thoughts of ^his intending, on his 
arrival there, to attempt fome temporal deliverance, 
fpoke the following parable to ihew them that his 
kingdom was entirely of a fpiritual kind — that all 
mankind were firft to pafs through a ftate of trial — 
and that afterwards, at the confummation of all 
things, he fhould come in his glory and call them 
to an account before they pafled into a ftate of liap« 

pin^fs 
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12. pinefs or of mifery> " A certain prince, faid he, 
iaheriting a Ipngdom, went to receive his title to it 

ij^ from his principal lord ; and calling his fervants, he 
gave them money, which he ordered them to im* 

14. prove againfl his return. The generality of the 
people, in the mean time, taking offence at him, 

, -^ rejefted his government, Having fucceeded in his 

defign, he returned, and called his feveral fervants 
before him. The firft had improved a Angle pound, 
which he had received, to ten. At this his lord 
exprefling his fatisfadion, gave him a very large re* 
compence. A fecond, who had made only half the 
improvement, received only half the reward. But 
at length came one, v^ho brought with him the ori- 
ginal fum wrapped up in a napkin, which he had put 

31* to no ufe, telling his lord, that knowing his auflerity, 
he was afraid* and brought back the money juft 

72. as he had received it. Out of your own mbuth, 

23. returned his lord, will I judge you. If you knew my 
difpofition to be fuch, why did y9,u not endeavour to 
procure my favour by putting my mojiey to ufe? 

24. Then turning to thofe who ftood near him, Take the 
pound, faid he, from him who has not ufed it, and 

26. giv^ it to him that hath ten pounds. For he who 



16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 30 



12. Our Saviour feems here to have had in view the manner 
In which Hcrod^ Archilaus, and other princes, went to Rome to 
receive their feveral titles from Caefar, 

25. I have left out this verfe, as it is thought to be an inter* 
i>olation, and is not found in maiiy of the bell MSS. See Bi(hop 
Pearce ii;i Io(« 

bath 
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hatH improved properly what he had^ ihall receive; 
more and more ; while he who hath negle&ed hi$ 
truft, however fmall> (hall lofe that little which, he 
already poflefled. And' as for thofe who reje^ed a7. 
my government, let them fuffer the puniihment their 
rebellion deferves. 

Jefus having now arrived at the mount of Olives^: 28.29.30. 
near Bethany and Bethpage, fent two of his difciples' 
into one of thofe villages, where,,; he told them, they* . . 
fbould find an afs's colt, which he ordered them to 
bring ; inftruding them what to fay to the owner of 3 1 • 
it, if* they met with any difEculty. Every thing S^SS'H* 
happening as Jefus had faid, they brought the colt, 
and laying their cloaths upon ir, fet him thereon. 

In this humble triumph he defcended the mount 3^*37-3S» 
of Olives towards Jerufalem ; the multitude fpread* 
ing flowers and garments before him, praifing God 
for all the mighty works he bad done, and crying^- 
Blefled- is the king that cometh in the name of the 
Lord : peace "and glory attend him ! — — It happened,' 39. 
that fome of the Pharifees being among the crowd, 
took great offence at their rejoicing, and defired 
Jefus to check their clamour. But he gave thenx 40. 
to underftand, that it was a very |)roper occafion for 
the people to teftify their joy : and that H thefe 
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38. Sec a note on Matt* ;xxi. 1 1. 

40. The paffage in the original. The Jlones would immediately 
€ry vvt, 18 a ftrong fig;uratife expreffioa : convejing, I tbif)k« the ' 
fcnfe I have given. 

Vox- 1. U fliould 



I 
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Aould b6 checked, o&en ^oX^d /ife itp ts cdtyste 
titis triumph. 

4.1,-3(3. As Jefusf defceirded the mount of Olives, he had. 
a vi^w of t|t^ whole city of Jerafalem, fpread in all 
its fplendor before him. The recolle&bn of it& 
approaching de{tru£lion moved him with compaflion. 
He ftodd over it and wept ; h^enting its hardened, 
impenitent ffate^ which prevent^ every inti^tioar 

43; of inercy. The dajs, faid he, are coming, when 
thine eneniues ihall furround ,thee^ ifnd ftralgh'tea thee 

44. on every fide, and lay thee level witb the ground -^^ 
blind as thou art. to all the approaching figns of thy 

45- 4iflcdution. — -J^fus then' entering thb dty, ailighted 
at the temple ; ^nd being grealtly offeiided at fiddjng 
the courti 6f the Gentiles filled like a xtaxheU ^^i^- 

46. bfayers and fellers, he drove theib all oirt, faytltgj It 
ii i^ritteh. My hdufe fhall be called a houfe of 
prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves. — -^-* 

47. After this, he continued teaching in the temple, dur« 
ing the day, and in the evening retired to Bethaxxy» 

In the ineah time, the chief priefts and Scribes ^* 
f^pmbling, confiilted how they might dei£roy him. 

48. But not daring to attack him openly, beqaufe of the 
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4.3* With what exaft particularity this prophecy was fulfilledf 
J6fej)frad mfornTB* nB. To encompafs the dty with awril was 
thought an impraflicable work. Tftus, however, animating hia 
fptdicrs, completed it, and literaHy 1^ ' the inhaRiantt m on i^y 
JUe. ' ^ ' 

' 46. Ifa; Iti: 7. and Jerem. vii. i|. Sec alJb the |>ara31ei placr 
in ^atthew. 



^ 'i 



pett|ile. 



CHAP. JX. 091 

pebple, who held him in fuch reveceooe, ifaey.at- CHAPn 

teci^l»d to. get mitter of accuiation agaii^ft him from ^ * ^ 

his difconrres. Wfth this Tiew^ they defired b. would x. t, 

i&fon» them by ivhat authority he had entered the 

city in triumph, and driven the traders out of th^ 

temple ? ■ ■■ ■ Jeftis told them, he would anfwei: theiv 3. 

queftion by a&ing them another. What think you/ ^. 

laid he, c£ the baptifin of John ? Was it of divine 

or of human authority ? ■.»■■ This queilion included 5* 

aa afffwer, for whatever the authoxity of John was, 

Aich z\So was the authority of Jefus. Hie Scribes. 

&w the difficuhy, and were confounded with it* If; 

&id they among themfelves, we iiall allow the wh 

diority of John< to be divme^ we can give no reafoi^ 

why we do not believe in Jefus. . But if we call i( 6. 

buman^ we (hall draw tipon ourfelves the refent^eqt 

of the people, who are all perfuaded that John was. 

a prophet. They were reduced to the neceQIty, y 

therefore, of faying they could net telL Neither g. 

then, faid Jefus, fhall I tell you by what authority 

I do thefe things. 

* 

He t^en ihewed - them, in a very &vere parable, 9. 
that God would certainly puniih them in the end, 
for rejecting all his calls of mercy ; and would adopt 
the Gentiles in their room. -^—^ A certain man, faid 
he, planted a vineyard } ' and being about to take a 
journey, let it out to huibandmen. At the/fea(oo» j^^ 
he biA Jt> fervant to demand th^ fruits: h#t th^ 
hufbandmen treated him roughly, and rel^i^d Ms 
4miand» He fi»^ afterw»r(ia QtheT fervfmt^: but 

» 
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^ See^nott^n Matt. Mlxt«^S3* ^ 
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inis.ij. with the fame fuccefs. At length ! he determined to 
fend his fon; to whom, he doubtedinot^ they.ivould 

14. P^7 ^^fp^^* On the contrary^ when they faw him, 
imagining that by his death the . inheritance ihould 
be theirs, they fell upon him; and killed hm 

15- What, therefore, faid he, flmll the .lord of the vine- 

16. yard do to thofe wicked bufbandmen? He ivili 
certainly come with ^ power and* deftroy them, and 
call in other labourers into bis vineyard, who ihaU 
give him the fruits in tbdr fiaafon. ■■ ' From the 
anfwer which the chief priefts and Scribes made to 
JeiTus, It was pl^in they underflood the meaning of 

17. the parable. --——Jefus then recommended to their 
eonfideration that pafiage in the pfalmifl:. The flone 
whkh the builders rejeSed^. is become the bead-ftone of 
the corner : thus poindng out to them, that as the 
comer-ftone united the two iides of a building to- 
gether, fo ihould: Chrifl: unite Jews and Gentiles 
in one church — at the fame time fhewing them, that 
the prophet confidered ibetn as the builders, who 

18. rejefted that (tone. He then added, that he who 

ftumbied ac it (hould fuffer: but thofe impenitent 
people on whom it ihould fail, fhould be ground to 
jpowder^ 

19.20. •■'The chief priefts, however, angry as they were, 
durD: atttmpt nof^ing openly againft him. AH they 
hoped was ta infnaare him in bis difcourfe : and for 
tliis'fmrpbfe they employed artful men to circum- 
'Venthim*'-* •*-'''> ^'- \ -■': :•• ' ' ' 

It-t(r^ at^that' time,.^ grsu queftioh among the 
Jews, -whether, as.-a free people by their defcent 
from Abraham, they ought to acknowledge any 

. ; foreiga 
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foreign prince by paying tribute to him?— ^— This 2i.«ii 
queftion, fome who were employed by the chief 
priefts, brought to Jefusj feigning themfelves, at 
the fame time, to be entirely devoted to his o^nion, 
for which they had the greateft reverence. The 
cKfficuIty of the queftion lay in making Jefus offend 
cither the Jews on one hand, or the Romans on the 
other J and their view in it was to obtain fome pre- 
tence againft him. Jefus, knowing their defign, bad *3' *4» 
them fliew him the tribute-raoney. On their pro- 
ducing a Roman coin, which was current money 
among the Jews, he alked them, Whofe iiftage and 
infcription it bore? — They anfwered, Csefar's*— — 
Give then to Cacfar, faid Jefus, the things that are '5« 
Caefar's, and to God the things that are God's. By 2^. 
an anfwer fo full of wifdom, his enemies were dif- 
concerted, and retired in fllence. 

• • • , . . 

After them came a body of Sadducees. This le£t 27. 
denied a future ftate, and brought a queftion to 
Jefus, as they imagined, of peculiar difficulty. 
Mafter, faid they, Mofes commands, that if a man 28. 
die without children, his brother (hall take his wife, 29.30.31. 
and preferve the family. Now we have an inftance '*• 
of feven brethren, who all, one after another, in 
obedience to this law, married the fame woman. 
We defire to learn, therefore, if there be a future --, 
flate, which of the feven brethren (hall hereafter 
claim the woman? In anfwer to this queftion, 34. 

Jefus firft fhewed them the inipropriety of judging 
of the ne^^t world by the a£Eairs of this. In this 

U 3 world. 
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m^fl vorldy iaid he, mavriage is n^cefiary : but a ftatedF 
immoitidity renders a fucceffion df inhabitants need- 
lefs. ■■■■■' And as to the principle on which your 
jqueftioBL proceeds, he added, if you believe the 
fcri'ptures, you tpUft alfo believe in a future -ftate. 
For you c&nnot fiippofe (hat God, who ftiles hkor 

38. felf the Qod of Abrahafm, of Ifaac, and of Jaco!]^ 
.would ftile hitnfelf the ,Go4 of porfons who did not 

59* 'exift. This, drew frotn/ome of the Scribes, who 

.were*, of a party oppplite to that of the Sadducees, 

40. ^reat c^mni^endation. And from this time, none 
of his oppofers took the courage to igueflion him 
juiain* 

' * r 

41.4243. Jefu6 then a(ked' them a queftion. .How is*Chri{(, 

^*' faid he, ^David's fon? David plainly acknowledges 

him his fuperior, faying. The Lord /aid unta my Lord^ 

Sit thou on my right handj till I make thine enemies 

.45* thy foot-ftooL This queftion receiving no anfwer, 

46. he turned to. the people, and faid. Avoid that defire 
of fuperiority, that religious pomp, and hypocritical 
folemnity, to which you fee the Scribes addided. 
For a pretence they make lomg prayers, while they 
are guilty of every kind of extortion. But. their 
hypocrify only increafes their giiilt. 
CHAP, -As Jefus was leaving the temple, he obferved 
^^J* ^ many people throwing their offerings into the trea- 
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^S;. By a flight altdi-ation in thcicxt, thewofds^/or attire wOo 
him, are changed into a// w&o Uve are his ; which xnakcB the ar- 
gument mucti firmer. See Bowycr^s Conjee. 

1. &e notes on Mark xii. 41 » add 44. . ^ 

fury J 
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fury J jtpd among them a poor wy qw, who ^hre^^ 
in a mere trifle. iBut even that trifle, Jefus pbjerved }• 
to his difciples, v?as moife acceptable in the fight of 4* 
God, th^n . many of the richeft 9ftejfing^ : for God . . -^ j 
did not rs^te a charitable a6: by the gre^tnefs of the 
gift, but by the difpofition pf the giver. .^ 

.Some of the difciples afterwards obferving the 5* 
great fplen49^f ^i(h v^hi<;h the t^emple w?s adorned, , 
^nd particplarly. the am;SU2;ing bulk of mj^y of the 
(lones, Jefus told them, that the days were ap^ <5. 
proaching^ vyj^e9 pot. one Aqqe, In all tliai^t building, 
^ould be left uppn another. ■ ■ This led the difci- . 7» -: 
pies to iixq]uir45 jnto the pme of ^his .eveAtj i»d tp 
a|k wh^t f}gn Qiould ;preqede it ? ; 

In the fifR, plage, faid Jefus, take c^re that ypa 8. 
be .not djeceivod fey any pretended deliverers, many 
pf whom fiialLai^fe under. the title of M^fliahs* But o-^oiu 
J)efpre deliverance, ejppeft dlftfcfs. Ypu ihall hear 
of conimotionS) wars, .fai^iit^^s, and ^v^jry kind c^ .:. 
inifery. 3e jiot, h<^T*ever>.Jemfied.: thefe things . 
iSnvLft needs happen. . Jfclay ,^ven before vtbefc general ^^^ 

4:iilamitie3 anfe, jpu iniail cpcpeiienc^ girwt oppofi* 

tion and perfecution for the fake of the truth : but 13, 

it will be the more eftabliflied through your per- 

fevering t^ftixqony. Nor be folicitoqs on thefe 14. 

trying .occafions, how you fliall anfWer your op- 
pofers, ;The fpirit of. God ihall. direct you. Only 15* 
fettle this well in yoof tViinds, that the oppofition 16. 17; 
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5. How k, wot adsmeJ vfkb g^s, Tacitus (Hift, v. 8^) fpeak« 
of iu extraoniinary' wealths 

U 4 ~ you 



\ 



396 ST. LUKE. 

you moft meet with (hall be vary great. The pre* 
judices of men fiiall overpower theu* natural affec- 
tions. You ihall be hated of the world ; and many of 
18/19. you even put to death. But let it be the great 
ground of your refignation, that you are always 
to. under the proteftion • of God. — — When Jerufalem 
fhall be furrounded by a heathen army, then know, 
3z.s1.23. that its deftru^on approacheth. Then take all 
*^' the prudent means of efcape, and pray t6 God to 

afiift your flight. For among all the inftances of ruin 
and deftrudion that ever happened in die world, 
25. 26. this furely fliall be the greateft. Nor only (hall the 
eity of Jerufalem be deftroyed, but the whole Jewiih 
27. government fhall be diffolved ; and the Jews fliall be- 
tome a (landing monument of the eft^blifliment of the 
Mefliab^s kingdom, and a CoTi&tm^^on of the truth of 

28 29.30. roy promifes. As furely therefore as you judge of 

the coming of fummer by the budding of the leaves ; 

31. fo furely .may you judge the approach of thefe 

3h 33- events by the figns I have given you. Heaven and 

«arth are not more ftedfaft and eftabliflied. Even 

34.35.36. this g^neratiop fliall fee them fulfilled. 1 ■ But to im* 



18. Bi(hop Pearce and others explain this verfe a» if they 
ihould be fecure from the mifchiefs of the Jewifh war. This 
does not feem fjitiftfadory. Jl kcm9 rith^ to be a proverbial 
expreffiooy intimating npt any particular deliverance ; but that 
they (honfd always be iafe und^r the ptote£lion of God. Many 
4o£ them fufifered martyrdom j but ftiU this did not annihilate the 
promifc. ' 

— 44^ ^SUny jhaU fall hy iii i^ ^ the fword, and be led aw»f 

captive : Luke is here more full than the other evangelifts. In 

atf^n^'rmation of this paflage, we ' ace aflbred by Joiephus, that 

eleven hundred thoufand Jews were deftroytd by the fword^ and 

near a hundred thoufand taken pi^oners. 

^ prov? 
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prove thefe great events to ^he utmoft, let theHj 
carry your thoughts forward to thofe jimilar events of 
death and judgment. Sit loofe to the things of tiu 
world, and be always ready to receive your hea- 
venly Father's call; which may be as fudden and 
unexpected as the event I have been declaring : and 
let it be your coliftant prayer, that you may be found 
worthy, at the la(t day, to (land before the Son of 
man. 

Thus Jefus continued teaching in the temple during 37- 38, 
the day, where he was always attended by great 
crowds of people; and at night he retired to the 
mount of Olives. ... 

In the mean time, the Scribes and chief priefts SJL^^' 
were eagerly bent on putting him to death: but ^ -[- [j^ 
they feared to make any open attempt during the '• *• 
paflbver, as the people univerfally held him in fuch 
refpeft. During their conferences on this fub- 3* - 
jedl, Judas Ifcariot, who had now refolved on the 
defign of betraying his mafter, went to them, and 
offered his fervices to this purpofe. So unexpefkd 4* 5» *• 
an offer greatly pleafed them, as it removed their 
perplexity ; Judas undertaking, for a fum of money, 
to betray him into their hands, at a time when 
the multitude could have no intimation of their 
intention. 

While this defign was carrymg on, Jefus had 7. 8. 9,. 
retired with his difciples to the mount of Olives; 
from whence he fent two of them into the city^ 
Xo provide a place where he might eat the paffbver« 

7 As 
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10. As yoo enter the city, faid be, yqn «dUfe£ a man 

11. carrying a pitclierof water; foUow bim, said inquire 
It. at the hoofe he enters for the gQ^ft-chamber ; and 

tiie.niafter of it will immediately ib^w you a proper 

13. room. This .was accordingly .done, and the pafibver 

14 15. sxraa .inade ready. ~-^- As Jefus fat doim with hig 

difciples, be told thejn, he hud gre^iy defire^ to 

16. nt til's laft paflbver luvith .them, .as ii was a .type mow 

17. about to be fulfilled. He wifhed alfo, he .£ud, 
. 1 8. - to ' drfn)^ this laft pafchal cop with tb^m ; which 

h^cgave among them, telling th^m^ th$^ type aUb 
^vras now conipleted, and fliould th^ce forw^^rd 
19. ceafe. — — - In the room of thefe pafehah rjtes Jefus 
inftituted his laft fuppen He took bread, and 
breiijax^g .it, delivered it aitiong them, laying, jEat 
to. ^ iU$ ^ remennbr^iice of my , death. .Then . taking 
<he cup, he ordered them to rdrink it . iik^^ii^ife in 
fbe fs^e iblemu ipanaef, an trem6mt)rance of his 

ti^92. J^pd^ which yfyis flied £or the (ins of men. The 
^{)^.1>f |nan> f%id,b^, Qauft fytkr, as hath been fore- 
lotd.^ 'S»t wpelo-that perfont^ whom. be- i& betrayed 
rr Wji y^t that p^fon is. oqw ;im<^i^. ypu. 

^S*^4* ,'](h}s drew, on a general in<}uiry round the table: 
jet i<> .flightly were the .difj^ij)!^ afe&ed on the 



— wi 



i6. t/iiiii it he fttlfilkd tnihe km^Jom&fGod — ihat 19, until the 
type be fulfilled on the cflablifliment of the gofpel. 

VJ- St. Matthew menttons the bread belore the cup. We stay 
ccA'cIur!^ therefore it wa& among iti^ttet^ of rntiiiTerence which was 

30 None of the eTan^elids ireptton» fo plainly aa- St. Luke 
tdoes the fubftitution of the facramemal fupper* in the room of the 
fR(fe?cr.. 

whole. 
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. y2^^. (Mkd iefi^a&oru Atitipehuf^ king of Syriai took'tlie 
.thle tif Euef^ei, or beaefadtor :>. fo did Detnetriu*) and (omc 

30. There 19 no Y}ccalion». I thirik, to coniider the pbrafe»7V(i^« 
lit^tie tfuffhfi triies .of Ifraelf in a literal feaTe. $ceanotq. oa 
.i4»tt. xisv.^S. 

31. The whole of thid fpeech y^^mx to be -addrefled to Pete?; 
^ jet the former part of it, Gontained in the 31ft verfe, indudef all 
• the difciples. The word in* the original isi »/«»$> not <re. 

for 
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furbole, and €0 little did they uoderfta^d tfie xiaturi 
laid intention df Jefos's paffion, or the high offence 
about which he was inquiring, that 'they Toon after 
entered ii^o a. dilate with ibme warmth, upon their 
fevseroi pretenfions tto greatnefs, when the Me^lf$ 
kingdooi ibculd be eftabli(faed. ^-"-^ Jefus, an order 
to idifpel thefe undue .prejudices, reminded ihefoi 
<tf the difference between bis kfngdotn attd the/hii^ 
ttoms of this world. I^^ey who prefide over -the 
kingdoms of this world, faid he, exercife unbounded 
|>Dwer under gracious titles. ^ -Bttt among you, kt *i6. 
every 6ne who wiihes to be exalted, feek his exalte 
atibn from humility. Imitate the Qifample ¥pfaich 27. z8. 
I fet you; and as you have followed/ me . through 
bII my lab«rur and tempfotrons ion earth,! fib iftall 29. ^o» 
you 'be merribdis : of my fj^iriiual kingctotn, .aml;<t^ > ^ 
cave hereaft^ tits; bldffed! di{l)ii!d£lionw-H4--T«)^t)in'the 31* 
Jinean) thne .you! ikmft /expeif): to JU1ldec^^^rea^ trials 
and fuffetm]^. r. . . , . 

Thkii al}dfeiling him&lf tp dPeier|/he-«dded,wtiidt s^* 
lie hdd ps^ttcularly . prayed ;far 'hant f and Jbad .dnn^ . ; ^ 
^hea :his faith was eflablifhed, comfort each weaker 

Chriftian. Peter .with.great vehemence _an(were(i ^3. 

his .mafter^ that he was ready to fuffer any extremhy 
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j|. for his fake. ^-'— But ' Jefus checked his forwardn^ 
by telfing him, that the cock ihould not crow that 
night dil he had thrice denied him. 

35- Jefus then thought it proper to remind his dif* 

ciples again of thie very great trials that were ap« 
proaching. When I fent you out, faid he, to preach 
3^* 37- the gofpel, all was fmooth and eafy before you. But 
now you muft arm yourfelves againft great perfecu- 
tibn. For every thing I have told you of my fuffer- 
ings,: which Ihall be the begimiing of yours^ fliall now 

.§t» be fpeedily accompliflied. — ~- The difciples miftaking 
his meaning, as if he wiihed them to arm literally in 
his defence, produced two fwords. But Jefus checked 
their miftake. 

g^. From the pafchal fupper, he retired with his dif* 

40. ciples* to the miount of Olives; and bidding them 
pray to God to affift theth in this great approaching 

41. trial, he withdretr a few paces, and kneeling down, 

42. Father, fsdd he, if thou be willing, remove this cup 
from, me ^«- nevertheleis, not my will, but thine be 

45. 44. ;done.: As he thus prayed eameftly, he fell into an 

agony. 



^$. We ate rather furprifed at finding two fwords among them : 
but the road. from Galilee might be infefted with robbers, (many 
of the roads about Jerufalem we know were, fee 2 Cor* zi. 26,} 
and thc(e two fwords might probably be carried by way of de« 
fenee. ' > Oac of thefe fwords> it afterwards appears, was Peter's* 
John xviii. I o« Or perhaps they carried thefe two fwords M a 
j^a'rd agaiflft wild beaftis, which alfo infefted that coaatry. 
. i 4a. The beil mterpretation feems ta be, thac^ our Saviour did 
not gay for the removal of his death ; but of that bitter agony^ 
through whatever caufe, which accompanied it. 

•44. • There are f nftances of bloody fweats arifing from agonxztog 
conflidts. Pr. Mca4 in his M^d. Sac* cap. xiii. fays, Qontingcre 

'^ ^ iuterduflu 
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agony, and drops of fweat like blood fell from him; 
and there appeared angek from heaven ftrengtheoiv 
ing him. When he rofe from prayer, he returned 45* 
to his difciples, and finding them afleep, he re- i^6. 
buked them for their unconcern in an hour of fuch 
diftrefs. 



While he waa thus fpeaking, a multitude of armed 47, 
men appeared, with Judas at their head, who went 
up to Jefus and faluted him. Jefus mildly expoftu- ^. 
lated with him for fo bafe an z€t. The difciples 49. 
in the mean, time prepared to defend their mafter; 
and one of them drawing a fword, wounded a fer- 
vant of the high-pried. But Jefus turning to them, 50. $u 
&rbad this hoftile appearance, and healed the man; 
He then aiked the officers who came to apprehend S<* 
bim, what occafion there was for all that caution 
and fecrefy I I have been daily, faid he, teaching 53* 
in' the ten^le, and no man made any attempt againit 
me — But this is the hour in which the powers of 
darknefs:are fuffered to prevail. 

From the mount of Olives, the foldiers carried 54- 
J^us to the high-prieft's pialace, where a council of 
the principal JewS' affembled to examine him. 



$ 



ihterdam poros ez niuftOy aut fervi'do fpintu, ufque adeo dilatari, 
ut etiam exeat fanguis per eos, fiatquefudor fangaineus. And 

in Thuanus's hiftoryy we have an inilance : A gentleman, fays he» 
Qndef the i^prdieniicn of being hanged •— tarn indigose mortis ve- 
hement! metu'adeo concuffum animo futfTe, ut fanguineum fudoren^ 
totb corpore funderet. Thuan, nirf! lib. ii. -^ Diodorus Sic. alfo 
fpeaks of this eiFc£l from the bite of a particular ferpent. Lib* 
ZTii. p* 560. 

54. Jefoft wasnbwiQ thrhandf of the Roman foMiers. See a 
note on John^^xyni* ia« . ' 

* - In 
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55. la the meaft time, Ptster followed at a diftance;- 
and entering the palace, wilH the crowd, fet down i& 
56^7.58. the hall among the fervants a€ the ike. While he 
^^* r*; was there, three perfons, one after another, chal- 
lenged him as belon^g to Jefus. But he denied 
each time ; declaring with great vehemence, that he 

<5»- knew him not. Immediately the cock crew; and 

Jefiis, who wa« in the fame room, turning round, 

gUve Peter a look which brougfit him at once to him* 

5I,. felf. He retired inftantty to a private place, and 

poured out his diftrefs in a flood of tears* * 

63.64.65. While this paflfed, tbe^ who guarded Jefus treated 

him with, every indignity ; blinding his eyes-, fti^ing 

him on the face, and bidding him declare who ftrocAc 

bflii* 

66. About .midilight the chief priefts and Scribes being 

67. 69. alt afiembled^ Jefus was brought before them, tod 

afked whether he profefled himfelf to be the Mef* 

69. iiah l ' ■■ *■' ' Jefus told them that as nothing he could 
fay at prefent would have any etfed:, he muft refer 
them to that future time wheft they ihoi^ fee an 

70. awful proof of his power. "^^^-^ They all imme&Cely 
Gonikler^ this as implying his being the Son of 
God : and upoii their urging him, he d^ared k 

^u plainly. ' ., ■ On this they all cried out, What farther 
need have we of witpefe? We ourfelves can now 
teftify his blafphemy« 

CHAP. » iFrom the palace therefore of the high^prbft) they 
immediately carried him before Pontius Pilate, the 
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4^60 The tex^ (kyut i» fim. tu'uwtfM Hy : Jdnt i% acc^rduig to 
the Jewifli mode of reckooing, m foon m nudoig&t JXta^^iScd. 

Roman 



l^omaii gorerciiOfi accuHing. him of fetiing up <:4mi8r 
to royalty ,> and ^xcit&ig tte people againft the py^ 
^emrAent. — Klate accordingly aflred him, lirhel^ei^ S»i 
he ha\t any pretefnfions to be king of the Jews ? T^ 
this'iefos anfwered, tfcat his pretentions wei^e raferely 
ifl a fpiricaat fenfe; not in that in >;^hich they accufed 
Mm. 

A very fbort eximiiiation cOnvineed the Roman 4. 
governor that the accafation wad of no height. 
He t^^ld die cfiAef |^riefts therrfoil^e, that he faw no-^ 
thing criminad in the perfon they bad bronght 
before him. This only produced more eagernefs 5. 

Oft their part. In vehement language they affured 
]^late, that he had ftirred up the people to fedition 
through the whole country, from Galilee even to 
Jenrfalem. -— Pilate, hearing of Galilee, alked Ou 
vlfhether Jefiis were a Galilean ? and finding that he 7. 
belonged to Herod's jurifdiftionfi he fent him, in 
compliment, to thdt prince^ who happened to be 
at that time in Jerufalem; i— — Herod was glad of 8. 9. 
an oppoi'tuniry, wMch he had long wiihed for, of 
fatisfying his cufi(^(ity with regard to Jefus, of whom 
he bad (b frequently ht^rd. He afked him many 
(Jpeftidns therefbi'e, and hoped to haVe feen fome 
miracles. 'But Jfefus did libr fatisfy his cufiofity, 
nor anfwer the vehement accufations of the chief ^Q^ 



7. Tikis was Herod Antipas» who had beheaded John. He 
was fon of Herod the Great; who dedroyed the children $ and 
i)jicle to Herod Agrippa^ who beheaded James, and luat eaten of 
worms. Aifls xii. He was great uncle to that Agn|>pa bef<^«| 
whom^ Paul pleaded. 

10 prieft$» 
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IS. priefts* Herod th^refone, thus difappointed, treated 
Jefus, in return, with great contempt, and fent him 

,^^ back to Pilate — - — The civility, however, of Pilate 
on this occafion, opened a friendly intercourfe be« 
tween him and Herod, which had iiot before fubfifted. 
13.14. 15. HIate therefore fitting again in judgment, told 
the chief priefts, that as both king Herod and he 
had escamined Jefus, and found no proof of the guilt 
]^d to his charge, he ihould, after fome flight pu-^ 

<7' niihment, difmifs him. This he propofed to do 
agreeably to an annual cuftoin they claimed of 
having fome capital offender releafed at the pafibver. 

i9* This propofal however difpleafed them; and as 

19* they claimed an option in the cafe, they all cried 
out, defiring that a criminal » named Barabbas, who 
had lately been committed. to prifon for feditioii 

20* and murder, might be releafed.— <'>— Pilate made a 
fecond effort to fave Jefus; but what he faid was 

2»* drowned in a general cry, Away with him,— Away 

22.23.24. ^ith him — Crucify him. After a third attempt 

to fave him, Pilate at length gave way ; and relea£> 
ing Barabbas^ paffed fentence.on JefMS*. 

26. On this, they .led him away immediately to crucify 

him, obliging one Simon^ a Cyi^enian, whom they 
met, and probably fuppofed to be his difciple, to 

^7^ bear his crofs. Many people alfo from the city 

had joined the Roman guard, who were carrying 



26. Sec a note on Matt. xxviJ. 32. 

27. The chief pricfts were now under no apprehcnfion of a, 
ff€(cue> as Jefus was in the hands of the Romans. 

Jefus 
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l^tts Id executioii. AnuHig them were (erenl wo- 
men, wbo followed widi great lamentation. Jefus tS^ig-^o;. 
lurniag to them, bad them hot wee^ for him, but 
for t,bemfelye& and thdr children : Calamities, fidd 
be, are coming on tbb deroted place, beyond any 
thing of former dmes; and if the righteous ihall 3X» 
not efcq>e the wicked, what will be the end of the 
widced tliemfelves ? 

; The/ chief priefts bad contrived, with a view to S^* 35* 
fix the greater difgmce on Jefus, to ez^te two 
male&dor^ at the fame time. With thi^fe, therefore, 
he was led to a place called Calvary, • where he was 
crucified between them. Father forgive tbenij faid Si^js^iC 
Jefus, looking mildly on his executioners, they know ^^' - 
mi what tbey do. - - ' . ^.^^ 

The foWers having finiflied Aeir work, fat down 
to divide Us garments; while the chief priefts and 
their paity derided himi crying. He faved ofbers^ 
let bimfave himfelf^ if he be the Chrifif the cbo/en 
ef-God^ ../♦.->« 

The foldiers then offered him vinegar in derifion ; 
and took up their favourite idea of ridicule, jT thm 
be the king of the Jews^ fave tbjfelf. 
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50.' The expreffioni in this ant! the foregoing verfe feem only 
ftrong figure to denote great calamities. To call on the mauntaUu 
to fm on tbePn was proverbial. 

3X. This verfe is obfcure : but we are led, I think, to the fenfe 
1 hav^ given^ from obferving, that in many parts of fcripture 
fran tree^s ttprefent g^od men ; and Jry treeSf had. See Pf i 3. 
Ff. KLS*. Hof. xiv. S. Jer. xvii. 8 Job xv. 3a. £2ech. «x. 47. 
It was 1Mb prorerbkl among the Jews, ibat two dry ^h would 
hurpt a gran one ^^ that iS| two bad men WOttld corrupt a good one* 

V6l.«L X An 
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Ail . flC^ i|rtHn.'w& vfu^fiUtod ow Uo^ wl dHo^ 
oft bBgiiagtti Tbb UtbeMwg ^ tlmJimk. 
: £«jm boe of tfe tkieiM «rhb Hrece cradfioi iridi 
bifll, jttfiied idiki, taryii^ onr, If fbmhe Om^JiM 
40.41. l%^^ii»'icr,^''*^B«AeaAsr9'whoi«»a]i^ 
of t iaSaetk ^aSfoSAotk^ r^Mkea Us ^coinpuwtt^ 
potdag bim » misd of Us own wodcked flqld^^tf 
that guilty which had defenredly dnnva wfOKL dutt 
dinr'AifiSniiigt— -.Md of the itootenoe of the holy 

4<* petfon wfa^ fnierpd «ith them. Then tnrnii^ ta 
leftdy he ^dd». 24tit4 remaakgr m vbm tkk Msfi 

43* itn^ iif khrgdm. ifefita anfiraKed^ XUr dgf^Jbak^ 
bi vn^ m mf0r»difo^ 

44. k was labpiit Abie ia thdonndag; whea Jkfiis va^ 

45« nailed to die trois; and about twelfve^ a iKget^ 
font^^y^iiers GomfaBig; oft^ thiew ah awfU gloem drer 
the whole f<»M« iibottt «hr^, ihe vdl df ^bb tem» 
pie ivas rMI in two psuts; b)r Ivfaidi was Igndi 
that 2^1 diAiofticu betweAi Jew apd Geiitile>a8 na# 
oifer^ At the fame inftant, Jeliis cned witb.»bad 

a iiai rf ^ I I « ■! ^> ^ ^^-.. , ^^ . - i l l - ■ 

43. ft if {Probable that the pcBitenc thief micrbt hare heard of 
Tefut before^ and might have 'Motived ^fii^ilraSie«.ifl^H'eflKmt of 
him ; tho Mh/he now perhaps firft law him. At this awM mlliot 
KeHSems tahavel>eenTd nrueJc with the grratiaeft ancTmajtfly of 
{lis Saviour,. then in the a£t of d^riqff for the -A^s .of thrvroddt 
that' he ackndwled|red him to b^ the Meffigh y ^nd iaart&oros![j[k 
ftnfe of his Own wickedncfs, profcfied his full £iitb'fui3trofci4 
bis meraies. ,He ia therefore p&S^j in th^ eondittpn V thofe 
who have firft had the opportumty bt embracing the:j;9^; ^ 
bad his fins forgiven^ on the i^in and^ common g^q^ftmii^i^ichil 
oiBFers. This cafe^ therefore, has no relation to a'^'^th^ ^ 
^entanee» when people have lopg cnjojred tbje .<}igpi;tiiiiU^ f^ 
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tdice y mA feoft aft^r^i^' f^^NS* Ar/Atfr, into fhf • 48«; 
kmds TcomtMnd myJpirU^ ^wpbed* 

Mis wl»fi4erfitfl oci^afion. The ViK>ineii9 who^adatp 
tended Jbllusfr4fi(i ^GM&t^ Itoodt a&r off 5a fiknt 
fdrttm. Hie people^ who bad been dfa^m togediet 
by fb (ittcoittiitoa a fpeftade^ nftonifb^ beyond .u^ 
teaticlej Ibote dieir braafts, and xetired. 'Vl^iietiie 
Si<muai officer wbo acieiided'^e «icecutson,ieeifig die 
snany amii&ig drcumftaft^es wbich liad accompanted 
this great ev^ent^ cried out ^th teivor^ Certainty tlus 
iR^s a righteous man. 



46. Matthew and Marjk tnention fame of the words which 
f^us^ fpolM Wim hcf irigd tifkiy a kud "Otic^L Lvkc only teilifies^ 
that he did cry out ; and then gmtt «fi^p.«if •ina ifeft ^ying vCaft* 
prHtiom. JMia rcQOffd^^ -aiiothtr, /TfrtAtfVMi .^i^ ^r^ mmk u 

4^^'- Xa fpkes. 
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' In this erenlng^ a--paifou $>f coftreqiienf:^ among 
lite Jewsi wbefe ntaie inrais Jefeptly of the city ^ 
Arimatheav irihD had never cuAfented to the death 
0f lefiis; bitt was in hie: t^att inclined XP hijn^ 1^ 
die proihifed MeiQah^ Vijsit rto. BiUte>...?^ rb^gi^d 
^:bp(ty^ .\«hich .he aicr^^d in fiine lio^tanid laid 
in a new fepukhre of thia ojtpn? ^T^i^h ba4 been 
hewn o^t-of ^ xojlk.^ Nothing more could be done . . 
that eyoaix^ as it grew late,; and the fabbathap* 
|)roacbp4- \\ ^ 

The woihen alfo^ who'had attended Jefus to the 55.56. 
crofs^ had the fame pious intention wMeh Jofeph 
liad, df embalming the body : and fkaving .prepared 



r 
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9^AP- fpce^.jc^me the.ndst daly afttf the fid)bath, veiy 

<■ -V -J early in the mormng, fw. that purpofi^ But oa 

^ *• 3* their arrivri at thephce, diey found die ftpne loUed 

4- away and the body gone. r~- Whik they wen 
tinder Ae furprife natuiadly taifed by fuch a.drcuffi- 
fiance^ they were aftoniflied U the ^peaiwce ^of two 
a^gds^ilandhig near them in bright chx^iiag { vho, 

5- gentiy quieting their fears, aiked them^ Why ^ 
fo«^ the living amcx^ the deld? The angels 

& then tdd them their Sovioiur was aol there, but vas 
rifen; and reminded jthemof what Jefus himfeli 

7- had faid in Galilee — That he .fliauld be delivered 
into the bands of finners, and be put to death, and 

ft. rife agam the third day.««-«- This they &oaie- 
colIeAed ; and leaving the fepulchre, went to ixdom 
9.10.11. the difdplestf But on them thar vehtipn.had no 
ja. effed. PtBter, however, to-! obtain what pioof he 
could, ran immediately ta t!)e*place ; where he fpund 
the Unen cloaths lying fbld/sd up,tand the foody gone; 
which began to awaken hit fiutk * :../.: 

13. It happened, the fame day, that two df the dif- 

ciples were walking 'to a viUige called* Emmaus, 

r4.15.16. about fix or feven miles from Jerufalemj atid as 

ibey < were talking of what they had' heard, a flxanger 

17- joined, them, and alked the cauie :>o£ jtfaat dejefiioa 
which appeared in their boks^ and difcourfe ? -*-** 

x8. To this one of them, whofe name was Cleopas, 

4* In our tnnfliRtioB ii is rtn^trtdi^JUnitg g0tmentf:}^^^ 

/ 16. £leo|»M it/uppo(^d to be tbc fiu9»e m Ai^hmi the fatter of 

Jamci the lefsy aod Judas. A 

. :: anfwered, 
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JOAinem}, -That' )» imagined a mere pafleoiger 
through JinAalem muft have heard of the wcmder- 
fttl dimgs ^icb had jiift happened there.—— ^ The i9-«o.2i. 
ftnmger zfk^i What things he meant?— —They tz^iyt^ 
Aea told him of lefus^- the great prophet of Naza* 
reth — of their expedations that he fliould have 
delivered IfMel—^ dieir difeppdntment in his 
death <^ and laftfy, of the wonder^l ftory of his re^ 
fon^edi^nr^m thfs dead; ^hieh had l>een attefted ^ 
by foine people of thdr acquaintance, on rery pre-> 
baUe "^gtounds. ''The firahger, affummg an' air of 35; a6. 
jL^Kbdkity^' chid^ llieir. incredality in matt<»r8 fo plainly 
pointed out ^ by the prophets ststhe 3eath-<^ Chrift,* 
and his glomus esalutien after it. -t-4^ He then ay. 
begam with Mc^es ^ and -touched curforily on all the . 
pn>pbe<lb' which rela^d; to th^ Meffiah, 
> By tfab titteth^y^drew bear the Village^ and tfaef %%. 
firangerappesirisd'^ if^'he^meant to go farther. But ,^: 
they, '^tglte&i '"Vrtth i^-' c((nverfiiti6ti, urged/ the 
latendTs o^ ths$-f#v^i%, wad prevaSed'on hinti Xtt 
accompaiayiihedi into • • the^ houfe. — *-^ As they ^ fat* 30. 
dbwn to- m^t,' he -took bread, and giving thiinks, : 

brake : it, and gsUre it lio them -^-^~* This z&kfsk 31, 
^)ened their eyes ; and they knew him to be their 
Lord and mafter. But as their joy was ready ta 

25. Mr. Collins pretends to found hU doubts 01^ the refurrec* 
tipn on the little evidence it affor4ed, even to thofe who were ou 
the fpot. If be had a^ed conQftei^tly, he fiipuld next have been 
convinced of the truth of it from their caution in believing it, and 
from their being convinced at laft ^ ■ ." The word avonTw^ which is 
tran.Qsitejd fooU^ naeans thougUUft^ itieo^Jer^Uf inaft^ntiyt, or fomp 
^^ulvalent CKpreffion. 

X3 bqrft 
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su fausft out, he miuAea ^Km.ihpt %itV-^T)l«l 

codspanng their iimUin«it»i on the .rtfUk 904 w^ 

. kdinff-tb&«u(hotiity »fi4{i^o0>>«|^i:^«h]^M 

, «si»tiidiMd the feriptMess, j^ i!««ff fUkgoi^hoit 

V«£ore4 ■• .t - '1,' '1' — 

33* ..Thtit they: iM^ aot dtU^ tlie ^o w wi iink i ri wi << 

this gteM evott; tfa^ retwueft th4i ]i%k(( -ta l<nh 

14* Utmi and gcHiig to fhie fle?eti apoftfat,'th0f^SDi4 

thatPetef hM.alr«94]': in(^n»64 ^on 9^ .^.MTia0 

- j5'. feea Jefas |uKe hjs reTprse^Qn^ ~.T» F^tf^eH' 

dea^i the]|i a<)d04 th«r$j w^ g^nff) ^iKiaf^ «f ^ 

the d9i|B»QiMK»s <>f t|]t^r/«tfjk tif SmmMisi 

^ . Whit! Jhef fr&f^. ,fhn» lM^f» fc^it iAatM 

3^. &H>4 9nioQg: dHfP ; a»4 fti^: inr bin vfunl niiuM! 

of falutation, ?$««€[ he iMto jAvi-^^'-'ikt flrftthe]i[ 

were farmed and a^%ighte4« fiv|M>6flg: llltf lud 

3«.|5. feen a.^Mrk, 9ut Mw.;fof}n.;(^«i^.ttMfr. fain} 

ai]kjng them why they.^BWie 4A«tdE *Belkid,,ftid 

he» ny h^ds andoa^ ijset* U k l.ntyfelF^ T<wci| 

wf, aiid> be coxudaced* .'A fpirit; hathi ODt fldb aid 

[041.43. Itoqcs*' as you ke qie htfrOiT-^'He then' ftcvcA 

^^', them the ppntaof the pa^ o& lus hands ^lid leet. 

' ' ' Au^ 

34. Our S a y i o u r 'g apu e a i iiig tv 8t. Beter, bdbre he apptired 
to any of th^ other d^ciplei, is meotibned by S^. Fault t Con zt. 5* 

He wof feen of^Cefhcut then of tbefwehe* 

4j. Our Saviout'a eating, after bfs rcfiirrc&Jon, feems a great 
difficulty; We have alfo timifar inftances of angels, which occof 
m the pid Tcftament. Do the bodies of 'glonficd^irtti perform 
tfnimal fua^ions i Or^ Is (tad carnal body aflTamcd lu this world, 

and d^ofited m the next i -«• fptnfmutedi as ifwerej from fpiritaal 

■ ^ ^ ■ to 



^id ift9Mie^,iiiiPh mfM StiiPtHiisi mm^* t^. 

.-.'VbliMt.iraii l«fii^f«»l.<M'*^|*l« chaBi«JflplSft«: 44*45 46- 

^mt1^ 4^t»^ -Tr-fTN« grfat |ipi^ Jfifiia fet .^ •:: 
fore them in fo ftrong a maimer, that they J$^isiS>Ar 
more enlightened .than they had ever been. — — He 47' 4*' 
then added, that they were the appointed witnefles 
tti the■'•bf^^^tJ^ah t1iefiPflliriK;j ariff to thriiJgh; 
timr . lalniftiry^j re^ikiftnite^ . and; renufiipaj .:of . iui«r 
fliould^be^.preache4 fe lyis nani^ ayiqnip ?4^[, ^bris,' 
fropai lemfil^iB^ where (be)^ ihould .bogin 'theii' iS&'r 
nUlerial office. He concluded with oraeHi^g t\iem Ag- 
io wait in tlut city, till they fhould receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghoft^ which Aiould enable them to 
perform the great woik to which they had been 
8tpp<Mnted; > ^ I . ^ : xo : 

He theji led them out to the mount of Olives, Se- 
near Bethany, wbere^ laying his han(k upon them^ 51- 

and 



^t^fm^r^^^^^^^m 



to otrnal, and from carnal to'fpintualy according to its iituation I 
-- — Wc have not however much to do with dilKcuhtesof this 
Jcind.^ From what hath been explained to us, we have ground 
fufficient to make ua acquiefce with patience in tlie ignorance of 
fuch things as have not been explained. 

44. The Jewa divided their fcripturei into thrjee parts — the 
iaWf the projbbeiip an4 the ff^qgra^ba. At the head of thif 
lad divifion ftood the ffalm^ whicn theiDsfpre denominated the 
^hole. 

50. There is fomie confufion in the acco»ntf which the, fe- 
deral esningelifts |^ivie us of the fcene of our Saviour's adipnt 

X4 after 
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and Ueffing tfaem^ lie was "{wted ftita' t&e^ and 
St. aTcended Tifibly to heivtiu they ^flowed him 
with tfadr eyes in faith and hope as he ^cesded; 
and having woift^ped him^ retttnieJI to Janfideni 
widi great joy; praii9ilg\Cpbd daify in die temple 
for all bis wonderful works} and waiting, with 
5P holy hope, for the com^etion of - their super's 
proniie* 



4 % i 



after bis refarfcdion. That he met his .idiicfdesria.Galike, a 
verj plain; and it appears from thispaflage> tbathe afterwards 
returned into Jodea. . We are told the £mie tbinp allb in Adi 

r ^. There it (bmething peculiarly grand and fublnnet I think, 
ia St. Luke's accoont eC oar Samur^t afiDenton, from the 441); 
verfe to the end. 
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, .. • : , '. r.-x : • . • . r • '* 'i > ,»;'.' A httii 

laid fiegcilo J^ritfaimL .VOni ttefotdB^ o^ Hi%t ffaill^H^ 
M:xeti««^ t^ JSf^fiis; ivfanrfad odit&iMrd ittl flM #et^W 
9oa6^ f Bji diM*]lriiK6^ kUbe tinife of^'tf^ gdiMM ^t^^ 

Ji^tflaa-fci^ «]^p'iii) tiie foccocding )«af^ tm -dii 4esi0l^ 
I^itMicioqfe&ttKd tol Efikefisr^. wfiew6eilif«d filli»^l# 

80OIC 4a|«iyftti9rf fiqipoCr, tkat h& WibtiSf Iii» go^I tifi 
tile d^lte:0f Sit n^iibm he had fern di« ddlMr gofpeKii Btf^ 
addedJxia-ovnas^ar. fii|i|iletpeat. OthM iittsigiiie» thath^ 
^vvotfr' k> HR^ an. iitme^bue intrattoi^ to oppofe fene^ 
lfa4iiig:IiQrelm;^L tfie timcsi; and it w ptdbzVk k^m tlid 
gteat ftrdb wUch: &) oicfjr wbcw lays on the diWniCf e# 
(CSinfty tbafr he had at kalt ^ in hia^ tiew ; though die firft 
fu|>pefitioii' of Us adding a fupplement to the other eraiw 
gelifta might haw beeor his genemU inUntkih'^-''^1ie feem^ 
aUo'to hate taken pattfeular pains to fliew the unieafonaUf • 
pe(4 and iiudfpe of die Jews in rejeding the gofpcL 
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The converfion of Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Natfaa- 
niel, 323 — Miracle $Ji the water .mrned into wme» 324 
»-- Jefus goes to Jerufalenij where he ttitns the buyers 
and fellers out of the temple; and is queftioned by the^ 
jMfib 3:i6r-hifC€tatafat]imwitiLlSc(^^«s,^'^ 
4M»r «eft)nBME>Q]r which Johir the BapHftJbore to Jcfus, 330^ 
]«fi^'sipftcnriew. with the 8aniaiit«ns:ai %f3uif^ 351^— he 
h^als A noblf^manfs fiin: at'.Caina» .3!3<^-*^lieals'. a ciqpfAe at 
Bc^d(ttai :is:peife9irted by die : Jetr^; eland 'inaIbeslHi''dd-'^^ 
i%KXb 3.3t.«rr-feeds>a inultititde mirtettlQii^ 34i-:^fktfls 
a^A^riaj bM difconrres^ with the Jews at Cap ewh a iiai,' i 342 

— his difcourfes with the Jews at Jeihiftkmfi ^and-dteofi- 
pqfinpn he/met with frooi the chief {neft%~ 347— ^l%e 
If Oman taken in' ad^ltevy^ 353^ Another jiiiircbucfe ^iMiidi ' 
Jefus bad with ithc Jews.at JerafidlBmy^sjyf^^^^'lESie-Te- 
lt^nAioiirof a. man bom blind; anditfae: dittiovirft^ ^Ich' 
J^ffiSfbad otf that occafion with the PhsMTeesi 358 — his 
4Uco«irfe with the Jews in the portico of'tfae temple> 364 — 
I^ajiiiros raifedy 368 -r- The duef pnefts confj^ agaitift 
J^fusy 3^ — Jeftts's feet anointed By Marj, 371 — Jefus 
enter$ Jeruialem,. 572r-rhiB intenriew widi certain Greeks; 
ai^d bis difcQurfes with, the people on that occafion^ 373 

— anothep. difcourfe with the pQOp|e» '375w.Jefus waflies 
his difciples' feet; inftru£ls them in humilityi and pre- 
pares them for his laft fuiferings, 376*^ his laft difcourfe 

with 
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with his jifciples, which he concludes with a prayer, 
383 — Circumftances that attended Jefus's being feized, 
and carried before the highrprieft; with Peter's denial* 
390 — Circamftances of his trial before Pilate, 393— o£ 
his crucifixion, 397 — of his burial, 400— -and of his re- 
furrefiion, 401 — > his intercourfe with his difciples after his 
fefurreAion, 402. 
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it I iBAT holy pearfon^ of whom this narradoa treats^* 
X being united to God from eternity^ ms one ^^A^' 
together with him. It is he who created the world. <— \. i/ 
It is he who offers falyation to mankind. He h a ^'*/' 
light 0uning throi^h darknefs. Befcnre his face God 6. ^t 8^ 
fent his holy meffen^r, John the Baptift, to draw 
tnen by his teflimd^y, to follow ihistrue lights wl^l| 
He ifiten4ed fpr the dire^ipA of mank^d. — — • A^^ ^ 
yet even that very world which he created, recqyed 



f^m 



I • .Maqy ^earned men, and 9(pepial^y Pr^ l^arJQci^ ba^t ApyrtSp 
tbat when St, John fpeiiks of the word, he did it not IQ con^ 
fofmfty to the Phton^ftst as many have fuppofed $ but merely af 
It was a cuftomary way of ipeaking among the Jews. By tie Word 
ijf thtLord were the heaven^ made^ Pf. xxxiii. 6.- Uniil the timif 
iAme fiat' tih eaufe woe known the Word of the Lord tried blm^ 
PC CT. i^* Secalfo.Rpy. x]>. i}. 

a. ^t. ^hn 10 the two firH vcrfes^ fliew^ tho natmrtoi Ckndr 
«*-*in the third \L\^p0wari and from the foortfc to the ninctewJy 
}jLC expatiates' on the wori pf redempipfm* 

4*. 5. When St. John mentioiis Jefue under the fimiKt«d« irf 
Ugh^ k it probable he alludet to the SbechmaS; or di^e light; 
which many of the Jewifti rabbins oonfidered as the appearamte of 
tiuiMelfiab. 

- 9; Better tmnlhted ; wiifii cmlng into fi$ n^orid, nt^ifeneit 

7 him 
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If. him not. Thofe very creatures to whom he gaTt 

It. Ufet reje&ed the ialTation he oflFered. Bat to thofe 

who fhall accept hun, and believe his promifes^ he 

will give the gtorious privilege of being the fons oi 

13. God. They-fliali be bom again, not after the 

manner of men, but through the influence <^ the 

14* Holy Spirit of God. ■ ■■ It was this divine perfon 

who condefcended to dwell with man ; and we, who 

had nearer accefe to him, are the witneffes of his 

>5* glory and power. In this teftimony alfo, John the 

. - ^ Baptift Joined ; giving the fulleft evidence of his 

lis. greathefsind excellence. — ---- Kor was the holy refi- 

.7;^ gion he revealed a leis convindng proof ; from the 

1 excellence* of which hath flowed every grace that 

^7* hatl) been comn^unicated to us. The law of Mofes 

W2^, deife^ve and partial. That of Chrift, being 

full and clear, oflers i^Ivatlon to all mankind. Never 

it. befpre wa^ the will of God thus revealed to fallen 

# •• • . • ' • 

man. 



' II. Some eommentators apply tKii immediately to the Jewai 
as if tbev were more peculiarly his ovm* I ihould Cippofe it re- 
fers equally to alV who rejed hira. 

.l3.lDfle^ of 01 tyim&njmff the Codex Veronenfis reads h 
'lytny&rKrt : which changes the fenfe from the ^fon$^ who were 
horti;X&Chrtfi. 

14. The Word wot maie Mb\ and dtuek among ut ; and^ue km 
held hit ghfry. This pafiage is eommonlyy and I think very juftly» 
prodticcd in |>fx>of ot the divim'ty of Chrift* The word dw^ 
might be tranflated tabemackdg So that here feems to be an aSufioa 
to the Deity's dweUiog between the Cherubios. In the fame 
iliantier aa God appeared there ; the Son veiied* or iakmaekd «. 
' $J^lmmanformf appeared in the deib. 

1 6. Grace for grace. Perhaps the precile meaning of thde 
words may b^^ One in^hition of brace in the room tfanoiSer i as the 
bw of M6fes is liientxoned immediately after* 
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John's teftimo&y to this great truth was given i^; 
on this occalion. The aufterity and holinefs of hi» 
Hfe and doftrines having fpread his iame through 
Judea^ the council at Jerufalem thought . it proper 
to fend certain priefts and Levites, to inquire. 

Whether he were the MeiBah ? John, with great to, 

eameftnefs; declared he was not, ^— :-- They then 2 1 . 
aiked whether he were Elijah (whom the Jews 
fnppofed would rife again to introduce the Meffiah}, 
or any other of the old .prophets ? ■■ He aflured 
them he was not> ■ They defired then to know 21. 
who hci was, that they might return an. anfwer to 
thofe who fent them ? ■ John anfwered from the ^3* 
prophet Ifwh, that he was tbe voice of one crying 
in the wildemefs^ make ftraight the way of the Lord. 

-T The Pharifees, (for of that feft were thefe in- ^4* *Jt 

quiring priefts) defired then to know on what au- 
thority he baptifed ; as his baptifm certainly implied 
the introduftion of a new religion ? — — . John told 26. 37. 
them, it implied nothing as from himfelf ; but had 
reference entirely to that fuperior perfon, who (hould 
foon make his appearance among them ; and whofe 
coming he )vas dire&ed by the prophets to proclaim. 
- f This tranfaftion paffed at the Ferry, or paffage- aJ?; 
place, on the river Joi'dan, where was commonly a 
great refort of people, and where *John at that time 
had fixed his ftation. 



- 21. John could only meani that he was not reaUy the ptrhn of 
Elijah : for if he knew his own defignation, he was certainly that 
perfou whp wat tQ cone in tbg/^rit tmdpovffr of Ml jab* Luke 
i. 17. 

Vol. I5, Y great 
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df- The next day, Joho, femAg Jefus cottdcig t&^tdtds 

him, {KHated hint out to the people as the Ltiid> 
of God, tirho caine to fulfil all the typical faoifices 
of the law, by taidng away the fins of the worlds 

30. This is he, cpntinudd John, of whole ibperior ex^ 

}i. cdle^oe I Ipoke. When I began my nuaiftry, I 
knew him not. I knew only in general, that fodi a 
perfen ihould artfe ; and that I was to prepare hir 

32. way by calling men to repentance. Mow I can bevr 
the ft? ongeft teftlmony. I faw the fphit of God 

31 i defceading from heaven, and reftiag iq>o& him: and 
that fame revekition, through whidi I yaa ordered 
tx> pxieach and b^ze, gave me intimation aUbs that 
he, on whop I fhonld fee that diftinguifliing iigB» 
was the Mefliah, who ihould baptize widi the i&>ly 

g4. Ghoft. This fign, therefore, I faw, and bear record, 
that (hat facred perfon, on whom it . cefted, is the 
Soapf Qod. 

35 '36. ft happened, the ne^ day, that as John was 

{landing with two of his difciples, he faw Jefos, at 

^. a diftance; and pcHnting him out as that eminent 

perfon, who was to make atonement for the fins of 

the world, the two difciples followed Jefus^ and, by 

38.39 40. his permHSon, attended him. ■ One of them, whofe 

4^' name was Andrew, immediately went in queft of im 

brother Simon, and told him, with great joy^ that 

he bad found the Meffiah j and carried him to Jefus. 

T 

29. Se6.Exod. sxix. fo. Levitt t. H.^-ifi* a«^«-^iv» 4* 

lo > • hfiih 
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JeAis^ tn the fpirit of prophecy, gave hith the name ^3. 
of Peter ^ which fignifies a rock ; idiplyiug that (leady 
fuppoit which he (hould hereafter give to the church 
ofChnft. 

The day after, Jefus going into Galilee, fourtd 43- 
Philip, whom he engaged to follow hfm. Philip 44. 
lived at Bethfaida, where Andrew and Peter alfo 
lived, from whom he had gained a knowledge of all 
that John had teftified of Jefus. He being defirous 45. 
alfo of communicating ftill farther the jdyful inform- 
ation, went to Nathaniel, and told him the happy 
news of his having feen and converfed with that 
great perfon pointed out by the prophets, Jefus 
of Nazareth, the promifed Meffiah. ——*• Nathaniel 4fi. 
doubting,' from the mention of Nazareth, the truth 
of what Philip had faid, PbiHp referred him to JefUS 
hinifelf; to whom accordingly they both went. — ^ 
lefus feeing Nathaniel coming to him, faid. Behold 47, 
an IfraelHe indeed^ in whom there is no guile. — -*- As ^g. 



■•^ 



42* This intenriew between Jefus and Peter differs fo nyery ma" 
ieriaUy from that mentioned in Matthew, that we mufL fuppofe it 
a prior one \ and that after this tranfadlion which John mentions^ 
peter returned Ikome ; anJ was not called to follow Jefus till that 
time which is recorded by St. Matthew. 

45. Dr. Cave has ufed arguments which have canvinced many 
Je^rnf d incn that N^thtniel was the apoftle Bartholomew. 

46. In the text) Nathaniel a(ks« Can there any good thing eomt 
9ttt 0/ Nazareth f Bj goo J thing, or that good thing 9iS it might be 
rendcrtdy it k prpbable he might mean the McfCahy who is fo 
called by the prophet Jeremitfh (xxziii. 14.). Nathaniel alfo no 
doubt knew^ that the ||{effiah was to be bom at Bethlehem. 

Ta Nathaniel 
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Nathaniel was expreffiogkis fuiprife at this fahitatioii 
from a pafoa iieho, he had no reafon to beliere^ had 
neYer before heard of him, Jefus told him hriher^ 
that before Philip called him, he had feen him under 
49* the fig-tree. This alluded to fome particular dr- 
cumftance well known to Nathaniel; on which .he 
cried out, in an ecftafy of convidion, that he was 
fure Jefus was the Son of God, and the c^cpe&ed 

50* 51* Meffiah. Jefus, pleafed with his ingenuity, in 

diyefting himfelf of all his prejudices on the fird evi- 
dence, told him, that his faith ihould hereafter be 
confirmed by many kinds of evidence ftill ftronger 
than this. 

CHAP. The firftoccafion on which Jefus (hewed his di- 

^ j**^ ^ vine power, was at a marriage in Cana, a town of 

1. 2. 3. Galilee, to which Jefus, his mother, and difdples 

were invited. It was the third day of the marriage ; 

4- and wine falling fliort, Mary mentioned it to Jefus. 

Jefus told her, that the time of his publicly (hewing 

himfelf to the world was not yet come; of which 

$m he was the beft judge. However, he gave her fuch 



p. Hereafttr you Jball fee heaven 9pen, &ff. This, pcrhi^ 
alludiag to that remarkable vifion of Jacob (Gen. xxviii. I2.)> 
feems to apply that communication between heaveo and earth, 
which the patriarch faw, to gofpel times. 

4. Wfrnum^ what have I to do with thee ? In thofe early days, a 
woman of the greatell fafhion was addrefifed in the ftylc of at ytneuz 
{o that the expreffion imph'es nothing difrefptdlful. The words 
fVhat have I to do with thee f may be reoderedi Whai bafi thou (9 
do with m€ ? 

intimationg 
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intimations of his intention,' that fhe bad the at- 6* 
tendant^ do whatever he'ihould orden — There 
ftood, in an adjoining room, fix large earthen- vdf- 
fels, each containing feveral gallons, for the purpofe 
of thofe purifications which were common at a 
Jewifli entertainment, Thefe veffels were filled, by y. 
Jefus's order, with water, which was drawn off, and g. 
carried to the governor of the feaft ; who was fo 9. 
furprifed at the excellence of the wine, into which 10. 
It had been immediately changed, that, ignorant 
whence it came, he mentioned it to the bridegroom, 
as the befl: they had yet had. The fervants foon n. 
after explained the affair ; and the greatne& of the 
miracle difplayed the jglory of God, and confiriped 
the faith of the diCcipleSp 

From 



1 1. I cannot underfland this miracle as it is icommonly under* 
ftood — that i8> as a fupply of wine^ in the manner in which we 
ufc wine in our entertainments, by way of regale. Wine was 
ttie common beverage of Judea : and as the Jewlfh wedding-fcaft 
lafted feven days, the liquor might be now, on the third day^ - 
nearly fpent : efpecially, as we may fuppofe, from the gueds who 
were invited, that the bridegroom was probably a man in ^ low 
ftation. Our Saviour therefore gave a fupply under the fame 
idea as he fed a hungry multitude, — The word /uESucrSwo-i, 
which we render well drunky I believe, might eafily be found, 
in good authors, without any idea of intemperate drinking. 
Hippocrates plainly ufes it in oppofition to drunkennefs ; order* 
ing his patients, In fome particular cafes^ ^^i^va-^moUi wXny »^^« 

^n tq Wi^oXw. (De ratione viftus, lib. ili.) Dr. Clarke is 

pleafed with an interpretation of Dr.' Clagget's on our Saviour's 
words to his mother ; as if he had faid« '* 1 am not unwilling to 
be fought to by perfons in diftrefs : but I take this matter, in 
which you are fo much concerned, to be of little moment, an4 
not worth a miracle. The time is not yet come, though it is very 
ne^ri in which I (hall confirm the truth by doing beneficent mu 

y 3 raclci 
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"' '3> . From hence Jefiu wfDt vrHh his Vfl^tkHUi mi 
difciples to CapsKiaam* But he nndb oi^y « flmt 
flay at tbat place, as he was defif ous to be at J^ru* 
ialem at the £^ft of the pa0bvcr» which was ap^ 

14. 15. 1 6. proachmg. —— There he feuad the. co^rta of the 
temple occupied by dealers in cattle and oiiier coot-i 
jBodities, under the preteiKe of furioft^ng. fieoei^arite 
for the temple^tacrifices} all of whom ht drovt CKat» 
fii^g* Make m my Jbtb^'i tm^ a ho^ jf wtr* 



racles indeed for tbe' relief of mtfer^bte perfons; bqt here is iiq 

fucb occafion. Neverthelefs I will not think much to fatis^y you 
in thit expe^tationn amd to do this ofioe of cottrtcjfy to my kin* 

drcd, though there be no abfoluU need of it.'** X cunnot &y I 

am fo much pleafed, as Dr, Ciatke 19, with this- interpretation of 
Dr. Clagget's. I do not think that our Savloiir melmt, in what 
he fai4 to his mother, to ezprefs, that it was a matter of litttt mo* 
menty and not worth a miracle : in which cafe, I prefume^ he would 
not have wrought one. Nor do I think it was confiftent with his 
chara6ler to work a miracle/br courtefy. His words appear plainly 
to imply a gentle reproof for interfering with the time and occa^ 
£on of his working miracles, which reded folely with himfelf: t)Ot 
the evangelift> I think, could never mean that Jefus fhould call 
any occafion trifling, which, as he himfolf adds, tended to manifefl 
forth Jefut^s glory ^ and make his difcipiet believe on hitft^ 

14. St. John mentions this tz&. as happening in the fir ft year 
after our Saviour began his minidry; the othtr evangelifts men- 
tion it in the lad. Some writers, among whom is Dr. Laidner> 
are of opinion it was twice performed ; and indeed from the ZZ^ 
verfe of this chapter, and the 22d, 2 lit and 24th of the next, the 
Opinion has confiderable foundation, Beiides^ if the account we 
have of St John's revifing the other gofpels, before he wrote his 
own, be true, we may fjjj^pofe he gave this event its proper 
place. — -^ At the fame time we mud own, there is fo little at- 
tention paid to the exadnefs of chronology in the facred writers* 
that there is no greath difficulty in fuppofing, with other able in^ 
terprcters, the adion to have been only one. The thing itfelf 
was thought by all the evangelids worth recording ; but it might 
appear of little moment whether it happened at one pa0bver or at 
9nQther« 



cbandife^ 
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ehandsfi^ Then his difcipks reoQlleS^ed the paffilge» ^^ 
ia Tirhich k is laid. The zeal ff thiMe b<mfe hatb em^ 
me up. 

Some of the Jews then d&ed. What fign he gare 18. 
them to fiiew his authority to do thefe things ? ^^^^^ 
Jefus, knowing iheir hanleaed difpofitioUj anfwered j^. 
them only by a predi£tion of his refurredion : De- 
ftroy ibis temple j fold be^ and in three days I wiU 

raife it again. ^ What ! ^d the Jews, a building ^. 

which was above forty years in erefting, wiil yoa 

-nife in three daysi *> Bitt Jefus fp^ke figunuively, 21 . 

intendiiig his own body; and his di&iples, after 22* 
his refunreAbn, rerpembered his words, which ftil 
the riiore confirmed their faith. 

During the time of the paflbyer, many peq>]e, 23. 
feeing^m miracles, believed on him. But he went 24.25. 
cadtrctsfly ainong tbem; and put himfelf very little 
in their popet. From his ditiae knowledge, he was 
weH acquainted with the uncertainty of mankind, 
and the little dependence that he could place upon 
them. 

Among thofe who thought favourably of Jefus, CHAP, 
was a man of confequence among the Jews, a Pha[-» ^ ^jv . 
rifee, whofe name was Nicodemus. Though he had i. 2. 
not refolution to profefs his fcuth openly, yet wiflnng 



17. Sec Pf. Ixix. 9. 

20* Jofteplms iofbrms u« that the works of the temple wore eon*- 
tinucd through a ftill longer fpace of time. 

Y 4 to 
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to know fomewhat more of that do£krine, which he 
had feen fo miraculoufly proved, he cao^^io Jefus 
by night, with a view to make a more pardcular 
inquiry ; profeiCng, at the fame time, his belief in 
that divine miffion, which had been confirmed by 

2^ fuch wonderful works. ■■ ' ■ ■> jefiis told him, that hk 
dodrine lay in a very ihort compafs. A man, {aid 
he, muft be born again, befwebe caa be a inenrf^er 

4. of my kingdom.^— «-Nk6demu8 net <u>mprehiendiQg 
the expreilion, Jefus explained bimfelf by- fayiiig^ 

5* that nobody could be his difciple, who^ ^after pro- 
fefling himfelf fuch by baptifm, did not change his 
heart by a thorough repentance, and fuch bolinefs of 
difpofition, as (hould be aflifted f;urther by the Spirit 

<• of God. As the mere natural life, he told bim^ 
depended on flefh and blood, fo did the religious 

> life on the influence of the Holy Spirit. -i—r^ Does 
this, faid he, furprife you ? Do * you believe no« 
thing which you do not receive through ypur £^es \ 

%. The wind, which is inviiible in it£elf» is feen in it$ 



3. The word w^vt, which in our veriion is rendered again, is 
by fomc interpreters rendered from above. Both expreilions will 
nearly admit the fame meaning, 

5. Except a man he born of water, an J of the jpirit. As Nico- 
demus probably knew that baptifm was intended to fuperfede cir- 
cumcifiony and as our Saviour knew what great ftrefs the Jews 
laid upon this rite, his argument may perhaps bear this fenfe : 
You Jews fcem to conceive of circunicilion as if it had fome in* 
herent virtue, whereas, in fad, it is of no value at all* unlefs 
accompanied with a renewal of heart ; and therefore left my dif- 
ciples, who ufe baptifm^ as you do circumcifion, fhould err in 
their inftitution as you do in yours, I tell them, as I now tell yoa» 
tbat exdept a man be bom of thefpirit as well as of watoTf he can^ 
ppt eptcr into the kingdom of God* 

effedsy 



effe£ls. Suck alfo is the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. ^-~^ Nioodemus, ftill not underftaading dearly 9. 
thefe fpiritual ideas, and continuing to exprefs his 
furprife, Jefus told him he had fatd nothbg faat .jq, 
Vfh^Lt the knowledge of the law might lead him eaiily 
to under (land ; and that it was prejudice in himfelf^ ix. 
rather than the want of cleamefs in the dodrine, 
which withheld him from the truth. ■ ■ But> added <9< 
he, if you cannot receive thefe plainer parts of my 
doflrine, which relate to the things of this world, 
how will you be able to receive thofe parts of it, 
which are more immediately connefled with ^ the 
next ? truths, which mere man cannot poffibly dis- 
cover ; and which the Son of God came from heaven >3« 
Co reveal ? -—T— Among thefe, in particular, is that x4.15.15. 
great truth, which fulfils one of the types of the 
law — the lifting up of the brazen ferpent in the wil- 
dernefe. As the brazen ferpent healed the bodily 
mifchiefs of thofe who looked at it, fo (hall th^ Son 
of man's being lifted up heat the fpiritual mifchiefe 
of all who believe on him. As the one procured 
tempot*al health, fo the other, through the kindnefe 
and love of God, fliall procure everlafting happinefs. 
Man may turn the goodnefs of God either to his if. 
happinefs or mifery. It was God*s defign, not to 
condemn the worlds but to fave it ; and he ivho be*- 18. 



10. Our Saviour might well wonder at Nicodemus's ignorance ; 
as the eircumcjfion of the heari^ Deut. x. i6. — Deut xxx. 6 — the 
renewal of a right ffirit, Pf. li. lo. — God's law in the inward parity 
Jer. xxxi. 35.<!-(-Hnd many other pafTages^ all fecmcd plainly to 
point out regcneratipD. 

lieves 
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Iiercs Bfld cbejB the gofpd, ftal^ ia the en^> find 

the reward of faS$ -obedience. Oil (|te' other. haad» 

be irfao rejcds tbra hft grewi offer .of liil^atioa to 

1^. nankhid, mufl: ejiped the Cod&queace: ,aiid the 

ground ef bis amdemnrntim is, that fuch a perfon, 

Iront the wickedoefs iA bis life^ hves darlmefs ra- 

%Op ther than Kghta The bad mah natumlly avoida the 

ft. truth which c<md«Bin8 him: while the good man 

^eeks it, as the grouxttl^ork aod proof of lus 

afiioas» 

tt. After iYAm^ Jeiw wd his difdplcss went into . Jadea 

^j. 94. 4o preach aod to bapdbe. At the fame tinie, .Joha^ 

who was not yet tlm)wn into prifpn, ws^. baptiaiiig 

at Eaon, near 3aiitn» where was a poot of water 

ctenmodious for the purpofe^ 

95. About this time,, a ^pute arofe between, certakt 

Jews and hxm of Jcriiifif s di£dp]es, ab^t the ei&- 

36; cacy of their mafter's bslp^ftn^ And the difciples, 
hurt with the thing, carried it to John. The ground 
of the di(putewas» that as Jefusi bsgpidbsed more cti£- 
jciples thtin John, his baptifm feeiAed to be of a 

^ j^ fuperior nature. John, with great hamiUty, told 

his difciples, that every man (hpuld be Sitisfied with 

aS. what heaven had appointed. You are my witnefles, 
faid he, that I always fpoke of my own inferiority to 



3 <• Bowyer coTijedtures, that inftead of fAtI» IbicuM, the true 
reading (hould be pr7» Ima. The fenfe would then be, A dkffute 
arofe bet^Ofitn the difciples rf Jfdm and tbofe of Jefia ; which would 
certainly be better^ iHt were well authorized. 

Chrift, 



/ 
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CHAP, in, 33f 

CbiiAy And coftfidtf ed myfisdf only as a meffenger 
£biH: before him* I am only tbe txridegroam's frtend r 29* 
it is my part barely to rejoice In his happinefe. My 3^ 
coxifequence is now over; hts^ is increaling. His ffu 
commiffion is of higher authority than that of any of 
the prbphets, who, in comparifon of faiin» ^eak 
only of earthly things. And fo far am I from being ^z. 
hurt by his fupariority, that I am only grieved to fee 
you and others turn afide from fo divine a teacher. 
He who receivl^ his^ dodrine^ acknowledges the 33. 
truth of God ; for his do&rines prove their origin, 
and jbew, from the abundance of God's Spirit, which 
refts upoft him» that he is the great redeemer of the 
world. The conclulion, therefei^e, is, tiiat he who 36^. 
believeth and obeyeth him^ (hall inherit eternal lifi^ : 
but he who obftinately rejeda or impemtently (^ 
obeys him, muft expefb the confequehces of the 
divine difpleafuref 

a « 

f 

After this^ Jefus finding that his baptizing fuch (jhAP, 
numbers (though he baptized only by the hands of IV. 
his difciples) began to give offence to the Pharifees, ,^ ^^ 
left Judea, and returned into Galilee. His road led ^ 
through Samaria: and being near a town caHed 4.5* 



29. Rejoteetb hecaufe of the briJegroonCs voice ; alluding to the 
nuptis^l iongy commonly fung on thefe occafions* Solomon s fong 
is a mod elegant fpecimen of the nuptial fong ; and feem^ to be 
referred to Chrift and the church, merely becaufe the church is fo 
often reprefented in fcripture under the idea of a bri^* 

5* Sychar was the ancient Sichcm, 

Sychar, 
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& Sychar, he fat do^n to reft himfislf on Jacob's well, 
£6 aamed from a piece of ground which that pa- 
triarch, gave to hision Jofeph. 

7. 8. As he fat there^ waiting for his difciples, whomr 
ke had fent into the town to buy proviiions, a Sa- 
xnarUan woman came to draw watcfr. Jefus defiring 
her to give him fome of the water (he had drawn, 
file feemed furprized at fuch a requeft from a Jew : 

r Q^ for. the Jews and Samaritans were at fuch variance, 
that although they had dealings with each other in 
trade, they had little intercourfe of any friendly kind. 

io» Jefus told her, thajt if fhe knew the opportunity now 
ill her hands, inftead of befing furprifed at his afking 
common water of her^ Jhe would have afked living 
ii» 12. water of ^/m.— ~»The woman thinking he fpoke of 
tl^ water of fome 'other well, feemed zealous in vin* 
dicating the honour of this, which (he faid had de- 
fcended to them pure from the days of Jacob. ■ 

13^ Jefus told her, that the water of that Avell, however 



■»■ « <■ 



6. y<fus being wearied with his journey, fat thus en the ^vell. It 
vcre better tran Hated, yii/ therejore, Of, afcorJing(y on the welli 
that is, becaufe he was fatigued. 

10. The Jews ufe3 to call JPringing water by the name of living 
watfiKf In Gen. xxvi. 19. the word /pri»ging is thus tran(lat6d 
literally in the margin. The woman*s miilake therefore of Chrift's 
words was very eafy. The Roman's ufcd the fame language : 

Donee me flumine vivo 

Abluero 

I X . The woman obferved he had nothing to drav9 with» It was 
a cuftom then in the eaft» and is dill obferved, Thcvenot informs 
us, for all travellers to provide themfelves with fmall leathern 
buckets, becaufe the wells in thofe parts were furni/hcd with no 
apparatujs for drawing water. 

pure, 
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pure, aSbrd^d only a temporaiy relief: but the i^ 
Vf^ter which he meant quenched all -thirft for ever. 

The woman not yet comprehending his mean* 15, 
ing^ defired him to give her fdme of that extra* 
ordinary water. Jefus turning to her, faid. Go, call iS« 
your hufband, and come hither. The woman an* i^^ 
fwered, {he had no hufband* In that, faid Jefus, is. 
you fpeak the. truth : but you have had five hufbands. 
He indeed, with whom you now live, is not your 

hufband. The woman, (truck with this reproof, r^ 

which ihe knew to be the truth, and conceiving 
him to be a prophet, introduced the great national so. 
queftion. Whether, Jerufalem or mount Gerizim 
were the more refpedable feat of worlhip ? ■ Jefus *^ 
told her, it was a queftion of little importance, as the 
time now approached when men (hould worfhip 
God neither in one*place nor the other -~ that although zt. 
the Jewifli worfhip was evidently of a fuperior kind 
to theirs, yf t both fhould foon be abolifhed ; and 
a purer wor(hip eftablilhed than either— -that the S3«s4« 
pomp and ceremonies of the law fhould be laid afide; 
and thati as the nature of God would now be bettar 
underftood, his holy fervants fhould of courfe be 
intruded in a more fpiritual kind of worfhip. * 
The woman told him, fhe knew, that when the as* 



' 20. The Samaritan's argument for mount Gerizim wa9» its 
being fuppofed to be the place where Abraham and Jacob wor« 
fliipped. 

24. Injj^rit and in truthy fays the original. Injhtni, in oppc* 
fit ion to h'felefs obfervances •— in truth, in oppoutipn to taofe 
typical reprefentatioQS which were then fulfilled. 

Mef&ah 
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Meffiah ihoiild come, he would put them in the vftkf 
t6. of ail truth. » * 'Jefus faid unto her, I that fpeak onto 

you am he. 
S7. In the mean time the difciples returning, were 

furprifed to iee their mafter in fuch earned converfa* 
tion with a Samaritan : while flie, taking the oppor- 
tunity, retired abruptly to the town ; where ihe 
told every body what had happened ; and added, 
that a perfon who could tell her the moft fecret 
tranfa£Hons of her life, could not be lefs than the 
Meffialu On this, numbers went out of the town to 
' fee Jefus. 
jt. In the mean time the difciples bringing their pro- 

gt. vifion, defired him to eat. But he told them, he 
33. 34. had other food which they knew not of. And as 
he obferved, them to be at a lofs for his meaning, 
he added, that the work which be was fent to ac- 
35. complifli was more to him than Ibod. From the 
time of fowing, faid he, to the time of reaping, you 
commonly number four months. But our harveft is 
more advanced. -— — Then pointing to the Samaritans, 
as they were appearing at a diftance in crowds from 
the city, he added, our harveft, you fee, is ripe 
36. 37* ali«ady« Hius one foweth, and another reapeth ; 
Imt the labours of both (hall be rewarded -^ the labours 



26. This isy I think, the only place id the earlier part of Jcids's 
miniftry, in which he openly confefied himfelf to be the Meffiah. 
'If among the Jews he was withheld by the fear of giving offence 
he was hece under iio fuch apprehenijon. See a ^ole on Matt, 
"till. 4. 

55. Four months^ and then cometh larwfi,W9»z proverbial ci«> 
preffion among the Jewsi commonly uied at feed-time. 



CHAP. IV. 33 J 

of him >9^ho fitft fcatters the feed ; and of him t^ho |S« 
afterwards reaps the harveft-— the labours of Mofes 
and the prophets, who went before you ; and the 
labours of you, the minifters of the gofpel, who fac<» 
ceed and finifli their work. 

When the Samaritans came to Jefus, there feemed 39«404f« 
to be a general difpofition among them to believe in ^* 
him. Many indeed openly profefled thdr faith ; and 
all joined in requefting that be would return with them 
to thb city. He complied with their defire^ and 
flayed with them two days. During this time many 
converts were made, induced by the force and aa[<* 
tfaority of his preaching ; and told the woman, they 
believed not on her evidence, but on the evidence of 
Jefus himfelf. Such divine difcourfes, they faid, as 
he made, could only come from- the Meffiah^ the 
Saviour of the world. 

From Sj^char, Jefus went into Galilee, avoiding ^j^ ^ 
Na2Sireth# where he knew the people were indifpofed 
to receive \m dodrine. But in other parts of Ga-« 4^ 
lile«<^ 1m . found a ready reception; for many of the 
people had been at Jerufalem during the paifover, 
and had feen the miracles which he had wrought at 
that time. 



I 

43. This feems to be the fefife of the paffage. St. Matthor 
f«y&) (it. 15.) that Jefas left Nimarai i which implies, that he 
^ther l«ft it without. paffing through ity or that he did only pa& 
lfaroi»ih it« o 

r r White 
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.5 . While he was at Cana, a perfon of fome ^mdenee 

came ta him from Capernaum, begging he would 
accompany him thither, and heal his fon^ who lay 

4S. at the point of death. Jefus aiked him, whether 

he could not believe without feeing a miracle ? • 

49. . The parent was undei* fuch anxiety for his fon, that 

he could think of nothing elfe, and again mentioned 

50. the defperate fituation in which he lay. Jtefus bad 
him return home, and he fliould find his fon recovered. 

5<* He immediately went, believing what Jefus had £add. 

But before he got home, his fervants met him with 
i9. 55. the joyful news of his fon's recovery. On finding 

that he had been reftored at the very hour when 

Jefus pronounced him healed, he himfelf and all his 
54* femily became iincere converts. — — This is the fe« 

cond miracle which Jefus wrought in Galilee after he 

had left Judea. 

C.HAP. At the next paffover, Jefus went again to Jeru- 

«^ ^- __' falem. In that city, near the fheep-niarket, is a 

*• bath, called Bethefda, or the hoiife of mercy ; which 

2.3.4* name it obtained on the following occafion* -*— It 



46. Ttifiaaikixoi means a royal perJon\ or, as is generally fup- 

anJ mamders^ye mM 
interrogation fliottU 
be placed after rutvinm, which makes the fenfe much eaficr, by 
takmg otf that barihnefii which accompanies our tranSation. 
' I. From the beginning to the end of our Savionr^s oiiniftryt 
there feem to have been four paiTovers ; the laft only of which it 
mentioned by the thr«e firft evangelifls. St. John takes notice of 
^cm all ; chap. ii. 13. — t. i« — vi. 4* — * ziii. I* 

iu4 
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l[ad beeii bbferved, that the water, through fome 
hidden caufe, ivas fometitnes agitated ; and that the 
iSril perfon who ftepped into it, after its having 
been thus difturbed, was healed of whatever difeafe 
be had* Round this bath 'were buik porticos, in 
which lay «ualbers of difeafed and infirm people, 
waiting for the agitation of the water* Jefus coming 5. 6* 



4. Tilts adcount of the pool of Be^hdxla is full of difficulty. 
Dr, Hammond makes the angel a meflenger, and fills the pool 
with the entrails of facrificed beaflis, which he fuf^pofes gave it a 
healing qualky. This very unphilofophical fuppontion is fuffi- 
fciently Vefuted by Dr. Whitby in his annotations on the pafFage. 
-r^-^jCXWirs agsiin hiave endeavoured to.folvcthc difficulty by £up* 
pdiinor the 4th ;verfe to be an interpolation : but -.too many MSS. 

attd thofe dfhfgh authority, oppofe this feippdfitioni i. The befl 

folatioplepms to be'that>of Qi(hfi|p Fczmf who (in bis vindicatioo 
Qf the miracles of jefus) fuppofes, that the pool yt^as only a com- 
mon- fwimming bath (as thewdrd in the original implfes) : but 
thdt God Almighty had, during a, (hort 'timc| endued it with the 
healing qualify here mentioned; as one more type, among the 
iHfany'Oth^r miraculous types of the Melliah, which had aheady 
been jjiven to the Jews. The pr<^phccy of Zechariah, that ^km 
Jhoulabe a fountain opened for Jin and for unckannefsy was here rcalifed 
ijito tt type. This hcaliiig qttality, however 'imprcffcd, the Jews 
afcribfd, ^as they did all the operations of Providecce, to the mi* 
tiiftratTon olF angels ; which St. John expreffes by faying, An angel 
ckOu dd^n<,i8cc, >, .■ ■ W^^oliton and others, who hate taken offence 
at this mirael^, have laid great ftrcfe on the filence of Jcwifh 
writers With regard to this miraculous po6l, particularly of Phila 
9Pkl.J4fephus. But Philo lived in £gypt, at too great a dillancc 
to exaitiine a miracle of fo fhort a duration : and as to Jofephus, 
he- evidentiy-w«»te -for pagan -rcad^ps-; -and -ail-along lays as little 
ftrcfs as he can even on the Mofaic miracles. Muck lefs ground 
tj^r^f^have we'lo fappo^;he wtould dwell on aay thing of this 
kind. 1 (hall conclude this note with a few lines, which (hew 
bowx^paUe the pool of ^ecbefdais of furniihing beautiAil poetic 
images. 

So, ef(b,4iT\ angel o^er Bethefda's fprings, 
Each morn descending, fhoak his dewy wings | 
Andnas .his' i&rsgUt ^tvandvicent' form' he laves, 
S<luforiou8tpow«rs enrich the troubled wates* 

S>MKWMS» 
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to the place, and obferving, among others^ a manr 
who had been afflided with a difeafe thirty-eight years^ 
afked him what expe6tation he had of being healed ? 

7* ■ Very little, anfwered the man ; for I have no- 
body to ainft me^ when the water is troobled : and 
while I am making an attempt, another perfon, more 

t. ready, fleps in before me. — — -» Jefus bad him rife, and 

9. take up his bed and walk ; which command the man 
inftantly obeyed. 

20. It happened to be the fabbath*day when this mi- 

racle was performed : and fome of the Pharifees 
feeing the man carrying his bed, told him, it was 
not lawful for him to carry a burden on that day. 

II. The man anfwered, that he who had healed him, 
bad bim do it. But on their enquiry who the 
perfon was, he could not inform them, as Jefus had 

14. immediately left the place. Soon afterwatds Jefus 

met him in the temple } and reminding him of his 
cure bad him lin no more, left God ihould punifh 

15. him in a worfe manner. -; The man now knowing 

it was Jefus who had healed him, informed the Jews* 

16. On this ground, the Jews commen(^ed a violent 
profecution againil Jefus, as a violator of the fab' 

bath. 



6. From the anfwer which the man gavey this feetns to have 

been the meaning of Jefue's queftion. 
• 9. It bath fomctiroes been remarked^ with wonder, that among 

ib many difcafed people^ one only vris iingled out to be healed. 

But in thhf as well as every other caGe, it is impoifible to judge« 

unlefs we knew all the circumftances. 

15. He feems to have done this with a good intention, 

1 6* Some interpretetcrs are of opinion, that Jefus was brought 

before the Sauihedriin ; and that the apology for himfelf, which 

.* coDtiyues 
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bath. Jefus' told them^ that. In imitation of God, ip 
his heavenly Father, he confined not his works of 
charity to time and place. This only incenfed i8. 

thiem thj5. more } as they declared him now, both 
guilty of a violation of the fabbath, and of making 
himftlf equal with God. — — Jefus told them, that 19, 
he aded in all things in union with God —-and that 20. 
the great works he had done, and the greater works 
which he fliould do, all tended to convince them 
of. this truth* The power of raifing the dead, faid 21. 
he, which the Father hath, the Son hath alfo^ and la. 
the power of judgment the Father hath committed 
entirely to the Scm, that he alfo fhould be the ob- 23. 
jeft of diviae honour. So that whoever honoureth 
not the Son, difhonqureth the Father. Hence, 
therefore, he who believeth and obeyeth my doG> 
trine, ihall be redeemed from all that fm and guilt, in 
which a mortal ftate involves him, and ihall inherit 
cverlafting life. For the Son of God is, now come 25. 
to, offer faivation to hWen ma;i; and all who hear 
and obey his voice fhall be faved. For the Father, 26-. 27* 



continues to the end of this chapter, was made before that councfl. 
tfhis fuppofition is chiefly grounded on the 33d Verfe, as iC is plafia 
(frohv Johai, 19.) that the.Sanhedrtm is there alluded to. If we 
coniider our bleffed Lord's apology in this light, we certainly give 
it additional di]|flity. 

19. Some writers have, brought this pafTage to opppofe the di* 

vinity of ChriH : but the natural interpretation oi it, and its 

connection with ver. 17, feem to fland thus. My father worhetb 

pn the fabbath, as <tvell as on other daysy in the great defigns of Bis 

^providence ; and I wori in Hie manner. Therefore the Son (ver. 19*) 

ean do nothing ofhimfelf that is, feparately from the Father \ but is, 

mall things^ united with him, 

^o. See a note on Mark ziii. 32. 

Z % as 
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h I fk?d, kth co^mihed tb htm bdth iSii poiMgT 

98. of ralfin^ to llf^, and of ^iaJH^g ittto jud^etiit. 1^ 

klfi^red, then, the fanm- cometh^ ijirheti all that A^e In 

Vhe gr^ve MA bear his Vdfee, a^ ftall cbifie fdtth ^ 

39. they that hive dbrte g66d, untA the refilrreaioii rf 

life ; aild tiiey that have (lone evil, vkto the refuii- 

JO. re£Hdti of (iamnatidh. — — .Toii fee th*n ygAih ho^ 

little J6ftice ybti acdnfe me of 'the breach of k h% 

of 6od, when I do nothing \vithoiit Us power and 

3>-32.3^. "authority. If 1 alohe bore teftiifnony t^'myfelf, mf 

34.55-56' teffimony might be fufpefted j but I "have the tef- 

timohy of John alfo, for wHcfe gJ^t charaQer yoil 

•aM fiavc the lilgHeft efteem. Yon feniArifer tift 

teffffnohy which He Ibofei when you Mt ti> cbt^Mk 

him. I irfge this merely to draw you tb the trU^ 

-by 'tHfe ttrength ^of fueh evJdiiicfe «s U ra&ft fiill^ 

4o you; ^r myfefr, IE lay fi^tfe ftfefe bi afty Whiii 

authority. The miractilcms \«^rTd5 tlitft 1 ^iiftintf, 

arej b'feyohd aW, a teftimbhy that Ood hath leiit me. 

Atlk 4hdfu^h liere ffie wittteft 9i miRlkt, yet the 

• '38. teftrmoriy !s wMent. -^ Ifeilt ybiir thbefief fe *proof 

againH; all. ; for you know a$ Jittle of that God who 
teftifies, as you do of me, to whom he bears teftimony. 
39. Vouiprofels'ta fearch the fcriptures as the foiititalft 
4^. '^bf life, ind yet they ftrdngly teftify of me. -^^Jr-k is 
not, therefore, for want of fufficieiit evidence, thalf 
you Vejea thfc Hfeloiirer; but through the influence 
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^6. Tf'Hat ttjis vcrfc tafcw lip tfic. argument agaih.fjbm a 
Yitwn;ttem^plain (as Df; Clarke Obfew^ b^qth from the fctefc, 
and from its beginaing juft as thci9t1l «trerfc doeSj wKKh beghi« 
xheargumentr 
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cf yopr, wicked ^flfefHonst Ev^)^ ^hiflg tepd^ ^ 41. 
iJiew yoft tbati» I ?^in not gw^f d by ^^J worldly 
yjifiws J yet you h^ve not the Iqve qf pro^ fu<§cie^jjy 4? 
in yom to liften to any inftru^p. -~— But |hpug^ 43 
you receive flot me, who come in God*s name, ypa 
are ready to ricceive other^, ^^p cprpf i^ their own. 
NfftF can ^t be otherwifip;, while a love of the 7^9rl4 44 

|ind its honpiirs lies at your hearts.^ -Think ^qx 45 

thait I laeai^ to accufe ypu. Qot remember, there i§ 
OUft if3k "jv^om you truft, even Mpfe^ himfj^lf, whp 
will accufe yout For if you had believed jhe w^-it- 
ing3 of Atof<;s, yq^ could not but ^ave believed in 
me, qf vf\iO]^ i/Loies teftifies. ]gut if you believe 47. 
I^Qt |iip te(Umony, it is imjpojSible yqu can pay anj 
^Itenjiofli tio my djxarine. 

^.fter this, Jefus pafled over the fea of Tiberias, CH A P, 
and retired to a mountain with Jiis difcipl^. Put ^^ 
14$ retreat could not b^ hid z |br it ]^^s abopt the 1, z. 3. 4. 
^9 qf the paflfover^ and ipany ppople who h^d 
f^n his mir2K:l^, and were going ths^ way heard of 
yiQ, a|id began to crp^,4 ^^^^ !^im. As he faw S* ^• 
the people gathering in thai folit^ry pl^c;^, he was 
d^fifpn^ to giye theqi fome refrefljment, before he 
f^t theiji aw^; ai^d afked Philip, (thpugh with a 
vie^ oply to tjry him,) where he .nvght procure food 
to fupply fo large a multitude? Philip told him, 7, 



44. Our. Saviour's telling the Jews of tieir receiving honour one of 
snothert feems to have reference to the members of the Sanhedrim ; 
who were ijemarkable for giving eadi other £oiv^ng ikles. 
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that all the money they had could not purchafe 

bread enough to fupply every one %ith a morfeU 
t*9- But another of the difciples, at the fame time, in- 

forming him that a lad there had five loaves and two 
lo. fmall fifhes, he ordered the people, who were about 

five thoufand, to fit down in companies on the grafs ; 
XI. and feking the bread and fifli, he gave thanks, and 

diftributed them, through the hands of his difciples, 

12. among the people. When they were all latisfied, 
he bad his difciples gather up the fragments, that 

13. nothing might be loft. With thefe they filled twelve 
j^, bafkets, The multitude, on feeing this great mi- 
racle, univerfally declared that Jefus was that pro- 
phet whom they ezpe&ed. And, indeed, their zeal, 

T5. in a little time, arofe to fach a degree, that Jefus, 
finding them inclined, ii^ a tumultuary manner, to 

• • • 

place him at theur head, retired from them, unob- 
ferved, to a place of folitude. 

16. 17. In the mean time, as evening approached, the 
difciples took boat, and coafted the lake towards 
Capernaum, expecting to take up Jefus on fome part 
of the fhore ; but he no where appeared^ and a dark 

18. 19. tempeftiious night came on. iTiey were not how- 
ever kept long in fufpence, before he came to them 

ito. ;ii. walking on the lake. At firft they were afraid ; but 
when he fpake to them, they gladly received him' 



15. It always appears, that the multitude followed Jefus under 
the jdea of his being that leader who fliould- reftdre their |eta« 
poral grandeur. 
. ^if See a notion Matt ziv,«5« 

into 
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into the boat, which immediately arrived at the place 
they intended. 

The next day, the people having obferved the i2««3-24* 
difciples had gone alone, and that there was, at that 
time, no other boat near the place, conceived how- 
ever, that Jefus was, in fome way, gone to them, 
and getting into a few boats, which had juft arrived 
from Tiberias, went to Capernaum in queft of him. 
When they had found him, they expreffed their 25. 
furprife how he got there. Jefus, inftead of gra- 26. 
tifying their curiofity, told them, they followed 
him not fo much for the fake of obtaining con- 
vidion from his miracles, as* for the fake of the 
worldly advantages which they expefted from him. 
Be not, faid he, folicitous about thefe things; but 27. 
let your attention be fixed on that fpiritual food, 
which is meant to be the nouriflimerit of your fouls, 
and which the Son of man fhall give you, as the 
Father hath impowered him to do. — — They afked « 
him. What they ihould do to obtain this fpiritual 
food ?•*-— Jefus mentioned himfelf as the only per- 29. 

fon from whom they could obtain it. They 30* 

afked him. What extraordinary fign he gave them 
of being the difpenfer of this fpiritual food ? He 31. 
had fed them indeed, in a miraculous manner, with 
earthly bread ^ but could he give them bread alfo 
from heaven, as their fathers had eaten manna in • 
the wildemefs ? — Jefus told them, that the fpi- 32. 
ritual food which he meant, was much fuperior 

Z 4 to 
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to vbat MoTes bad ^ven thdr fathers. It no| 

S3- only came from heaven, but it had this peculiar 
advantage, that it was able to nouri(h them, not 
Zi'35*}6. merely a few years, but for even ; ■ The Jews, 
however, not yet underftanding him, Jefus told 
them plainly, that when he fpake of fpiritual food 
from heaven, he meant himlelf and his do&rine, 
which they could not reliih, while their minds ran 

37« on temporal things. But I will kindly receive all 
thoie iaid he, who endeavour, to obtain the aflilU 
ance of the Holy Spirit of God, and who come to 

3^' me with honeft and fincere hearts. All fuch may be 
aflured, on the fame evidence on which they believe 
59* 4^- in me, that this is the will of my Father alfo ; and 
that he hath inftru&ed me to draw together all his 
faithful fervants who believe and obey the gofpd, and 
to raife them to everlafting life. 

41. As Jefus had now plainly pointed out his mean* 

ing, and ihewn them, that by the bread which 

.^ came from heaven, he meant himfelf, they began to 

4s • take offence ; and looking only at his earthly parent- 
age, they cried. How inconfiftently doth this maa 
talk of coming from heaven, when we all know 

4^' 44- from what parentage he fprang ? Lay afide, laid 

Jefus, thefe undue prejudices; and endeavour to be 



33. O KiBtree0cuwf9 i« the origiBal, fiiould be tranflatedj If m^lkk 
cmnetby not He nthich comai, 

44 The kind of drawing here meant (to Interpret one part of 
fcnpture with another) if that fort of drmwit^ of ivlvch Jerpniiah 
fpraks XXXI.3*) where God iays to Ifrael^ m^iih loving iiudnifi 
tape / Jra%vn tbt^. 

among 
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among thofe whom the gracious iufliience Qf thq Spirit 
of God fball draw to me as the heirs of eternal life |^ 
^d to be among thofe of whom the prophet fpeaks^ 41* 
tbeyJhaU all be taught of God. This prophecy, Jefu? 
added^ is now fulfilled. Every one, therefore, ^^hq i$ 
difpofed to liften to this gracious inftru6Hon, will coi^Q 
to me. M ,, Do not, however, fuppofe, that you IhaU 4^- 
have any immediate revelations or vifions from God, 
His will is revealed through me ; and whoever be- 47% 
lieveth in me and obeyeth his will, ihall inherit; 
eternal life. In this light then I call myfelf ^ 

the bread of life. The manna, whieh yQur. fathers 
eat in the wildernefs; could only preferve a mortal 49* 
life. That is the true bread of life which qualifies 5^ 
every one, who eats it, for everlaftiug happineis. \ 5<r 
call myfelf this bread, not only on aceoui^t of ths^ 
dodrine which purifies the foul, and fit 9 it for a flate 
of happinefs -p- but alfo, becaufe I ihaU give my owa. 
life to procure the life of the world* 

This fpeech occafioned foroe murnjuring anxong 52.5|-54- 
the Jews : and as Jefus, ^ho was then teaching v^ \^.%^J6on 
the fynagogue at Capernaum, continued, ii\ th^ iwM^ 
figurative (lile, to reprefent the faith of his true dif-. 
ciples, under the ideas of eating his flefb and drinks 
ing his blood, many of his followers took gre^t > 
oflFence,- and declared themfelves unable tp compre- 
hend fuch dodrines. What, faid Jefus, if you 61. 6«» 

flibdkl fei the Son of m^fi, as yoo hereafter may* 



45* See lia. liv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. 

afcending 
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I • 

afcending into heaven^ would not this be a con* 
tindng proof that he alfo defcended from heaven? 

63. And with regard to the language I ufe, why do 
you conceive it in that grofs, verbal fenfe ? It. is 
the fpiritual application only to which you ought 

6f. to attend. ' But^ continued Jefus, who well knew 
the carnal difpolitions of many around him, I 
know there are fome who have no faith ; and 

65. without faith it is impoilible for any one to feel 
the influence of God's Holy Spirit, which draws him 
to me. 

^- Many of Jefus's followers, taking offence at thefe 

dodlrines, foon after withdrew themfelves from him. 

6y. • Then Jefus, turning ' to the twelve, faid. Will 

68. you alfo leave me ? Peter, with great zeal, an- 

fwered. Lord, to whom fhall we go j - Though 
others may wilfully miftake your words, we ire well 

69. affured they are the words of eternal life : and though 
others may waver in their faith, we are thoroughly 
convinced that you are the Chrift, the Son of the 

70t living God. ■ Be not, faid Jefus, too confident of 
your own good difpofitions. I have indeed chofen 
you twelve to be my conftant companions : but not- 
withftanding that, one of you will be my greateft 

ji. adverfary. This was a warning to Judas Ifcariot, 

who afterwards betrayed him. 

(CHAP. After this Jefus . continued fome time longer ia 

^ Y|^' Galilee, not choofing to go intoJudea, where the 

1.2.3.4.5. malice of the Jews was fo determined againft him* 

But as the feaft of tabernacles approached, his bre- 

threa 
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thren (wfeo- had yet no firm belief in him) wiflied '^ 

him to leave that obfcure part of the country, where 
he then was, and to go with them into Judea^ 
where he might make himfelf more known, and 
iricreafe the number of his followers* . My fitu- 5. 
ation and yours, faid Jefus, are very . different. 
Againft you the world bears no malice ;. but me it 7» 
hateth, as one in oppofition to all its views. * ■ He 8.9. 10. 
then left them to go' to Jerufalem at their own 
time, and continuing"^ a while longer in Galilee,' he 
aftei^vards went' privately to Jerufalem alone. 

In the mean time, the rulers of the Jews were 11. 
very inquifitive to find him, while the multitude 
feemed divided ; fome faying he was a good man ^ '^^ 
cithers, that he was a mere feducer. None, how- ij« 
ever, cared to fpeak 'openly in favour of him, for 
fear of giving offence to the chief priefts. 

Jt ^as. about the midft.of the feaff, when Jefus 14. 
wei^t tip' to Jerufalem ;. and as his manner was, he 
taught . publicly in the temple. It happened that 15. 
feveral of the Jews, who wiihed him ill, were pre- 
f^nt, and were aftonifhed at his difcourfes. How 
can a perfoii, fay they, born and educated as this 



'. .5^ It 18 ju'obaUe, his brethren^ like others, had their earlj 
prejudices to conquer ; but wc need not luppofe they were 
thorough infidels ; or that they did not give this advice from 
their hearts. It is ccrtsia they became afterwards firm beUeyers, 
S.ceAft8i.i4. 

maa 
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i«. man hatli beeit^ ^tuin (adi knovf led^^ ? lefos, told 
them, they might well b^ (urprifed ^t this, pn, 4 
fuppofition that his knowledge weri^ attained in the 
common way of men ; fant the wonder ceafed, when 
they confidered his doftrine as derived immediately 

f ;• from God. Every 01^ added he, wh9 is difpofed 
in his heart to obey my do&rine^ will fioon alfo leara 
to know from whence it comes. A truly good man 
will find my dodrines and hb own feelings fo en* 
drefy to agree, that this very agreement will be an 

«S. evidence beyond any argument. One gr»t mark 
of truth, which my do&rine certainly carries with it, 
is this ) it (odfA iiot fhe glory Qf its teacher^ but of 
its divine audior. How l^ell qt^lifie^ you are to 
jlidge o|f thefe dq&ripes, an^ wit)i h^w ^uch fin* 
cerity yoH ^a, may e^ily be feen. Tlifit laiy, which 
ypu yppifelves acknoivledge-r-Ae la^« of Mofe$-~ 
you do not. obferve* Even a^ this very time, ]^ are 
meditating murder^ and are refolved to put me to 
4eatb. 

to. At £6 direa ^ char^ ^l\e Je^s e^cls^me^, tfiat h|» 
Yas certainly po^fie4. Which of us, they cried^ i^ 
19.22. rjgfojv^fi to pvtyo^a to d.^ath ? — — Jfefus takiiyg for 
granted tijdr m^ipiou^ inte^tion^^ a|id the ca^ufe 
whkh produced them, djd j\,ot anfwe|: their queCr 
tion but proceeded to t^l them, that the cure 



4 

i;. It 19 ^ot probable that this knowfiedge itlated tk dorpait of 
i^um^n learpfng, bat merely to tfiefcripti^reiu '^^ ' ^^ '^ —»-'.- 
f,6. See^ pote on lAark xiii. 3^. « 

zi. Suppofed to be the cure at Bethefda/ 

.which 
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VfUdi he had wrottght oa the lafab^ ^y, and 
which had fo much incenfed them againft him, was 
not a tranfgreffion of the law beyond what they 
tfiemfelre^ oftea pra£Hfed. If the fabbath-d^y, 
£iid he, happen to be the eighth day from the 
birth . of a cfaiid, you ctrcumcife him oh diat day* 
And 18 it a greater breach of the law to heal an ab« ^3'^ 
jeGt of miTery'?*— -Lay afide therefore your pre* 
ju&es^ and cdnfider things by the rules of juftice 
sdbkd ]^qaity« 

'Some of the Jews obferVing the free manner in . f$r 
whfch Jefuis fjpokey and knowing the deiigns cf the 
chief pridlls, afbed each other, Wheriier this could 2& 
be the perfon whom they intended to put to death ? 
He teaches openly, fatd they, as if unconcerned* 
Olii«r& 7 thought it' probable, th* chief |»riefts nSight 
be xanvtnced that hfe was the Mefliah : while many tj^ 
vnsre. of opinion, tliat as 719 we coM declare the 
gineratwn ^4f ^be Meffiah^ Jefus coirid not, according 
to the ipropbetSy anfwer thai flefciif^dn,. i>ecaufe 
every one knew his family and parentage, — — To 2^.29^ 
thefe obie£lipns, Jefus told them, that if it were not 
fhr the hardnefs of their hearts, they might eafily 
ccJnWncc th^ittfehr^ ^f his divine (Original j and by 
ihe greainefs of bisniirorks, be fully fatisfied who.fent 

him. There feemed, ho wevei*, to be a great jtH 

divifioa atnong the peoj^. Some wiOied to lay 
hinds on him ; though liobbdy attempted it, as his 
ifimis was nbt yet colne* Thofe agadn, who thought 3*- 
'favourably of hlm^'lJdd,iliiit%benGhKft Ihould come. 
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it was impoOible he fiiould ihew greater power tbaa 
Jeftts bad done. 

St* . The Pharlfees finding the attenticm of the people 
ib much engaged by Jefus and his doQrihe, and at 
the fame time obferving that a' party was rather 
forming againfl: him, took that opportunity to fend 

jj. officers privately to feize him. ■ ■ ■■' Jefus knew their 
intentions, and told them plainly, that in a little 
time he fhould lay down his life, and return to God, 
34*S5«3^* ^^o had fent him : but that time was not yet come ; 
and till then, it was not in their power to interrupt 
his defigns. — — They however either did not, or 
would not underftand his meaning. 

37.38.39. The lad day of the feaft of tabernacles was the 
mod folemn of the whole. On* that day it was 
cuftomary for the people to fetch water from the 
pool of Siloam, which they poured out as a drink^ 
oflSsring to God. This was done in remembrance of 



34. Soma interpreters fuppofethe expreflion, where I am, thither 
ye cannot eome, conveys fome menace of future judgment. But at 
our Saviour pfea the fame expreifion to his di/cipks, {:uli, 33.] it 
cannot welt have that meaning. 

' 38. - jfs the Scripture hath /aid. This Teems not to allude to any 
particular prophccv, but to the whole tenor of the prophetic 
■writin-gsr , If it alludes to' any particular paflage, it fcems to be 
Ifa. Iv^ 1 . which begins. Ho / every one that tiir/ietht come ye to 
tie watersf ^c. This chapter was always read during the ce- 
remony of bringing water from the pool of Siloam; and it is 
probable therefore that' our Saviour, whoioftea alludes to YiliUe 
objcds before him^ might. aUude to the priells finging or repeating 
this chapter. ^ " , - 

the 
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the relief their fathers had received in the ^^Iderxlefs 
from the water which Mofes {truck from the rock« 
As the people therefore were performing this cere-» 
mony, Jefus put them in mind> that thefe waters were 
only the types or figns of that fpiritual water which 
he came to give them: and alluding to the effufioa 
of the Spirit after his death and glorification, he 
compared it to rivers of living water, which they who 
believed in him fhould receive, and be enabled to 
difpenfe. 

The authority and dignity with which he fpake of 4o.4i,4a0 
the future gifts of the Spirit, drew oyer numbers of ^^' 
people to think favourably of him. Many faid, he 
was the expeded prophet, the forerunner of the 
Meifiah. Some faid, he could, not be lefs than the 
Mefliah himfelf : while others dout^ted, only from 
his having been born, as they fuppofed, in Galilee; 
whereas Chrift, they knew, was to be born at Beth- 
lehem, of the Uneage of David. 

There were fome, however, who were of tjie party 44* 
of the chief priefls, and wifhed to apprehend hinu 
But nobody durft attempt^ fo bold an a£lion# Even 45. 
the officers, who had been fent for this purpofe, 
returned without performing their errand ; and be« 
ing queftioned. Why they had not brought him, 4^- 



42. It 18 rather furprifing, that It was not univerfally known 
that Chrift was born in Bethlehem, from the wonderful circum- 
Hances which attended his birth. But we may confidcr, that thirty 
years, now elapfed, which Jcfus had fpcnt in perfcft obfcurity, 
might have effaced the remembrance of thefe circumftanccs. 
' 46. This is an exclamation^ fays the pious Doddridge, ivhiA 
I hope we all make when we read the fcriptures. 

9 anfwved. 
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Mf^ered, Thht it was impoffibfle to offer vi€>leilce 

to likil. Nei^r tnim, fakl they, fpdke as he did« 
^y. . ' Wbtitl y»d the chief priefts, are you alfo 

tnifled? Have any of the Pharifees believed on 
4^- i9' fcttti f Y<)a w3l find none but the ignorant multitiide 

ideceiir^d. 
5o» ItcfnfppMed that Nicodemus, who came to Jefos 

;i« fyjT tught, *(at tlieo in council wkh the chief priefts ; 

itbi VeMufed fo far to oppofe their prejudices^ as to 

aik. Whether the law condemned any man before 
^ ht had firft 1>een beard ? But this only drew on faim 

file tepr<kS bf thok who fat at tx)uncil with him. 

^har, faid diey, "are you alfo Ae GaKIean^ friebd i 

tsibok too Afe Scriptures, and fee whether you any 
53. ^ere tind thlAt the M^ffiah fhall arife out of Galilee ? 

ti iV* A The cddileS, howeirer, finding *fliey could do 

iiothing ^fled:ual againft Jefus, put an end to their 

'd^befSitidn^. 
C HA P* In the mean time, evening drawing, on, ifeftrs re^ 
^^^^' , ^ired to ^e moum of Olives; tand early {he next 

•faofnii^g returned * to flie temple, where, as ufual, he 

iriftruaed the people. 



1. 2 
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49. i*be ^'arifcts had-fuch an opinibticjf thtmftl^es.ttet tfcey 

ufed to fa^, nobody could partake of the refurre^lion but them- 

'Iclves, and fuch as had conne(5led lhe;nfclves to a~Phariree by good 

^{H(;es(« . (ThcpeopUf. they \Tould fay, are accurfed ; they -are the 

fooxftppls of the Pharifccs. 

, 5IL. They«j/r, I think, fatlicr leads as tlie words arc here cx- 
btaia£d;^aRd not a$ we tranflate them. Out of GoTtlec artfeth w 
prophet. : for mady prophets* Jonah certainlyy aad probably othcn^ 
Jjtadarlfen out of Galilee : and yet the word rfojinms, withoat the 
arircTcy rather leads to tlie feofe as exprefTed In our tradilatioD* 

-/-"•■ 6 ■ la 
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In this employment he was foon interrupted by a 3* 
body of Scribes and Pharifees^ who brought before 
him a woman taken in adultery ; defiring to know, 4. 5. 
with great appearance of reverence and refped, 
whether he did not think (he fhould be put to deaths 
lis Mofes had commanded? Their malicious de-* 6* 
fign in this inquiry W98 to make him obnoxious to 
the Romans, if he faid they ought to put her to 
death ; or to the Jews^ if he faid they ought not* 
Jefus therefor. Well knowing their intention, feemed 
occupied on hb own thoughts ; and being in a fitting 
pofture, ftooped down^ as if writing on the ground* 
On their urging the queftion, he raifed himfelf and ^« 
faid, Let him who is not guilty of this fin himfelf^ g^ 
caft the firft ftone ; and then returned to his formei^ 
pofture» The Scribes and Pharifees were difcon-^ 9, 
certed with thb anfwerj and not choofing to put the 
matter on fuch an ifTue, went oiF, one by one. Jefus lo^ 
raifing himfelf again, and feeing the woman (landing 
ailone, a(ked her where her accufers were gone i 
And whether any one had condemned her? To which ii« 
jhe anfwered. No one. Neither, faid Jefus, do I 
pafs any judicial fentence upon you, but reprove you 






6. The intention here was mnch the fame as in the queftion 
about tril>ute*>modey« 

7. The fen fe fccms to require this interpretation of the word 
itfaiM^nnog, It could not be e^pe<fted that the accufef was to be a 

^n/e/s man ; but it might be expeded that he fhould be free from 
&hat vice of which he accufed another. 

Vol. I. A a only 
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only far yqsr vickedneb^ and exhort you to Ao no 

mole t* . 

' - • • . . 

12. Onanothtr occafiaii» asJe&fi was inftro^g tht 

people in the natum of \m rotig^qn^ aod telUag 
them he came into the world to dilp^l igmir^co 
and wickednefi^ and through -ftiifb tf^ lead man^ 

ij- kind to eternal Kfe, it happi^nied thl^t Jfome of thf 
Pharifees were among hia l^ewersj viifp th^ikifig, 
from a part of his difcomie, that they bad g^Med 
a good handle agatnft him» told hm$ thai as he had 
borne teftimony of himfelf^ bis teftifnony could 9ot 

H- be true.«~r-ficrw anfwered^ thai to tbofe wbq were 
difpoied to. hear the truth, bia owb teftitnooy ^wa3 
fiificient: but as tbey were a«t . fo difpofird^ tbey 
required other evidence* They judged, be fidds 
accortog to die prejudices, qi the world* But it 
wa^ Jpiot. Iw. bMfiiKefs at prefeot to. pa& feitfence upon 
15.16. them^ Y^. the teftimony w!hi«h I oSetk idi be^ is 

,7. no* my fywJh but is uni^ with, n^y father's. Thi^ 
law is dfisfied with the teftioiopy of two perfons. 

Mine 



f This account of the woman taken tn adultery h om it te d hi 
fooie MSS, and in feveral cvangelifterics, (or coUedions of fcrip- 
Uire portioncdout by the papift.^ for their churcb-fiervieei,) probaUj 
bccaufe it gave offence, as if Jefus had encouraged adultery. It 
in plain, however, that Jefas refu£ed only to condemn the woman 
ifi a m^igifteruil capaci/yn Ji4 a Jitmcr he coode(Qn<:4 ^^^h and bad 
htr Jin no more. 

If* 16. 17. I infert the following explicatioa, which I havq 
net with, of thefe verfes, that the reader may judge for himfelf. 
The word xp« hath a double, fenfc. It fignifics bgth to form 

... 0fi 
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Mise Is not fingle. The mighty woAs tehlcli t have ttk 
perforined afe tny fathfer^s evidence for me» -if 



The Jews alked, whom he mednt by his Ftffher? iy« 
.-«««*^Jefus told thehi) thefa: hafdeiied hearts pre- 
vented theit lifleiiiiig to the divine truths which he 
unfolded. If they had known him, they would have 
knsbwn his Father alfb. 

Thefik things were ^ken in the t^tt)i5le; but iid- 20 tu 
bt>dy darft offer tb a|)prehettd hiw<.^i--^Jefus adde^, 
youir ddigiis afainit' m^ dnn^t t4ke place tin the 
tin^ of my ftiffering arrive. I (hall fpefedily ledve 
you: btt< if y^u Oontinue to oppofe the trlith, you 
will dk in your firfs, without being abl^ to f(Al0ir 

mtf. The Jews in derifion jjklng, \<rheth€r he i2« 

ttoilld kill faim&lf to prevent their following him; 
ik^ t(^d them^ hh words had a very different fnean^ 23. 
in^i He meant to exprefe td thein their lotr atid 
earthly difpofition^) ttrbich, if not liihevided, woiitd 
for €Y^r difqualify them for fpintual enjoynletit^. 
!t wai for this reafon, he told tbehi, they Should di^ t4« 
in their fins; whi^h thiey certainly, fhoutd do^ tinl^fs 
they porifkd their aff^ions by believing in him. 



ancpwion ^, and to iondimn judklalfy. In this place, fuj^pofe we, 
under (land it to mean, forming fuch an opinion as a judge doesj be^ 
fore he paffes fentence \ let us fee what would be the meaning of the 
paHagei Chrifl faysy Iju^e no man. My kingdom ia not of this 
world. I do not ;io«; judge you. Yet if I fhould judge^ (and t 
have given you, in the preceding verfes, a flight intimation of 
the opinion I have formed of you, J it is a very, (erious matter i 
fo^ my j^udgment is true, as the father who hath fcnt me is witU 
me, and afmls me in forming a right judgment. "-^-^ 17. But tQ 
return to your accufatiofi of me. lou fay my record is not true. 
Now it is written in your law, &c. 

A a a — . the 
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y • 26. — The Jews then defiling him to give them a 
more particular account of his pretenfions, he told 
them9 he had already repeatedly declared by whom 
he was fent. Were it not, added he, for the haurd* 
ened impenitence of your hearts, I could open many 
things to you ; but I (hall leave with you this one 
confideration -^ that I received die dodrines, which 
^ . I ha^ ever taught, from the high authority to which 

*7- I have always referred. The Jews ftill exprei&ng 

2S. 29. their diibelief, Jefus added, After you have put me 
to death, it (hall then be more evident to you from 
the great circumftances which Ihall follow that ev^it, 
that all my pretentions from the Father, and of a&ing 
in union with him, were true. 

30. The dignity and force which accompanied thefe 

lafl: words of Jefus were fuch, that many profefled 

3'- thdr belief in him. Jefus afiured them, that if they 
continued in that profeffion, they ihbuld be his di£- 

32. ci{^les indeed* You fliall know the truth, faid he, 

jj. and the truth ihall make you free. This fpeech 

again excited the malice of the unbelieving part of 
his audience. What ! &id they, can. we receive any 
higher degree of freedom than we have already 

34. deceived from Abraham ? Jefus told them, that 

wicked people were always flaves, faft bound in the 



33, In the text h is, they anfwered, that Is, in ftrift grammar^ 
they who had juft profeffifd their belieF, anCwered. But we can- 
not reafoiiably fuppof«« either their faith to bie fo very inconftant 

' — or that fuch a fpeech fhonld (hake it, But grammatical 

niceties arc not always obferved. The Jews mufthave meant this 

freedom in a fpiritualfenfe ; for in a temporal fenfe the nation had 
iKen ofien in bondage. 

• ^ *• i ' \ fetters 
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fetters of fin. Th^ flave, faid he, is not properly 35. 
a part of the bqdrehold : but the fon certainly is ; 36* 
and he whom t;tie fon, under the authority of the 
father, fhall make free. That you are defcended 37-38. 
from Abraham, I allow : but as you oppofe me with 
fuch malice, becaufe my do6lrine is of too pure and 
heavenly a nature for you, you plainly fliew whofe 
children you are. ■ The Jews afked whofe chil- 39. 
dren they could be but the children of Abrahain? 
■ ■ If you were the children of Abraham, faid Je- 40* 
fus, you would do the works of Abraham. But by 
your malice to me, who have told you the truth, you 
plainly (hew, that although you are defcended from 
Abraham, you poffefs none of his fpirit. Tour 
adions difcover your true father. — We are no 41. 
idolaters, faid the Jews: we worfhip one God, 
whofe children we are. ~ If God, faid Jefus, were 4J. 
your father, I, who come from God, and have tefti- 
fied myfelf as fuch by my works, might expefl: your 
love. But you allow not my authority, becaufe you 43. 
cannot bear my doftrine. They, wljio do the works 44. 
of the devil, are the children of the devil. He 
was an enemy to all truth, becaufe he had no truth 
in himfelf. Thus the only caufe of your oppofition 45^ 
to me is, becaufe I tell you the truth. Either be- 46. 
lifive my authority, or difprove it. An honeft, fmcere 
heart is all that is wanting for the reception of God's 
word. You have not thisj and certainly therefore 47. 
are not the children of God. 

» • 

The Jews then in great wrath began to tax him 48. 
with madnefsj faying, he was worfe than a Sama* 

A a 3 ritai}. 
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^ ritan. — r-^^JeTua told them^ that eirery tlii|\g they 

laid tp bia cjiwge w^s favind^d merely on the obe- 
50. dieqce he paid ta Gpd, whofe glory he fought ^ and 
|K xvho weuldj^ in hi^ owq time, viiidkate hi? wqrd« 

It fli^ll then s^ppe^r^ (aid he, th?it thpy who obey my 
p. 53. doftriae (hall never fee dec^thf-rr — What! jijid the 

Jpwst ^^ith great eagemef^ are you greater than 

our father Abraham and the' prpphets? Y^ tl^ey ^re 
J4-' a|l dead. Whop;^ do you tn^M^p yquirfeV ? -'''^ J^"s 

anfwered, he mad? npt himfelf gri^t^r or le/s<^ Hia 

hpiionr was from his F^th^, whom th<ey ci||l?d their 
5 j, God* But their hearts and do/£tru^^ wer? ^ op^ 

ppfite to almighty gQodpe{$, ^s his wi^e acceptable 
56. tp it. Your father Abraham himfel^^ faid he, re* 

jpiped to fee my day^ and confidered it as the qe^^ 
57» pletiopt pf all hi6 hpp^s*, — t— r What i faid' the Jew^ 

have yo.u, who ^re not fifty years of ?ige, fipen Abra« 
5^* hatn ? — r^ Se aflured, £u4 Jefus, that before^ Abr^h^in 

\vas^ I AM. 
5j^ . Qn this, their raj;e e^ceedioig all 1)ouQds» tl^ tpc^ 

up ftoxi^ to put him to mftant death; but ^s hi^ tiniet 

0/ fufFering' w^is not y^t come, he mi|r<tculQufly p^^ffai 

t^pugh them^ ^d left (be temple^ 

CHAP. ^ 8099, after, 93 Jefas va9 on the road ^th his 
^cif^x th/ey niet a man who. had beea bpxi\bl]Bd^ 



?•? 



58. One ihould imagine, ths^t Cbrill's afferting his divinity la 
the very fame *ivords which the Almighty ufe« (Bxod.* iii. 14.) 
voq1(} be fufficient to eftabh'lh that great dodrin^, if we had no 
other proof. It fcems to be very forced criticifkn which is em« 
pjoy^ op ihe oppcfitc fid«.. 
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The difdples, fuppding that mifery of every kind 
was intended as a punifhment for iih; andobferving 
here an inftaact of a perfon's being punilhed before 
he was able to Commit Rn^ ihey were perpl&xed with 
the difficulty ) and laid k before their maftcr. -^"-^ 
Jefus told them tfae^e ; was no occafion to fuppofe s* 
that the ndalady b^ore them was meant at all as a 
punifhrnent -^ that temporal evik were laid on men for 
other canfes' — fometimes to make ihem the inJUrw^ 
m^nts <f GotTs ghry. You fee particalarly, iud hei 4. s^ 
that tbefe maladies among men afford me many op-i* 
portunitiesiy while I condnue in the worlds of mani-^ 
fefting the power of God, and provi^ig the t^uth of 
religion. *—-*^ Having faid this, he touched the eyes 6^ 
of the blmd man with a little clay$ which be had 
made' oil the fpot} and bidding him go and wafti 7. 

' in 
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9. WifO Jidjlfif fartd the di(cipie$ ta iftiv S^tiour, ikh man, 01^ 

his parents, that be was born blind P What they mcJint by hit 

parents Jintfing, is iiltcnigible cnbugli'; but wh^t they meant by the 
tHan^s pwti ^nning, before he wa$ born; is not' fa eafy. ft could 
not relate to any notion of original fin, for that was no particular 
etife ; and iomt pafiictifafity m the cafe was irt plied in the queftipn; 
The moft obvious folution of the difficulty is, that tjic tranf- 
migration of fouls was, at this time,, a popular opinion among th^' 
Jewsf who believed that a foul, which- had finned in one body, 
might afterwards be puni(hed in a iliore imperfed one. Tha^ 
this opinion prevsitls among the Jews, smpears from the writings 
of ^hifo. J6fephk)« alfo (D«* bell, Jud. Kb. ii. c. 12.) confirms! it| 
and the author of the book c^ Wifdpm feeiAs to allude fo the famt 
do6trine, when He tells us, that being geoJ, be came into a body 
undejiled. Chap. viii. 20. The Pharifees alfo feem to allude to 

this opinion in Uie 34th verfe ; nou nvaji altogether born inftn. 

Others, no^ fatisficd with this folution, contend, that the Jews of 
thofc thniss believed they were punilhed, not for their own fins, 
but for the iins of their forefathers. 

7. Blindnefsy occafioned by difeafe, had been ctrfed ;' but' to 
|;^ fight to a man born blinds was confidered by the Jews as one 

A a 4. pf 
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in the pool of Siloamy he was from that moment 
perfcdly reftored. 
S.9. 10. They ^ho had feen the man, for many years, fit- 
ting blind and begging by theroad^iide, and feeii^ 
him now fo perfedly reftored, could fcarce believe 
him to be the fame perfon ; but callinig him, que£r 

11. ^ tioned him on the fubjedl. The misin told them, 

that a perfon, named Jefus, had healed him; and 

12. related the drcumftances of the cure : but he could 
not inform them what was become of his benefactor. 

ip Soon after, the affair coming to the Pharifees, 

14. 15. they affembled in council, and fent for .the man ; 

aiking the lame queftions, and receimg the fame 

anfwers which the p^ple had done before* The 

great offence ws^, that the miracle had been wrought 

16. on the fabbath-day. Many^ therefore, (aid. It was 
impoflible that Jefus could be a perfon fent from 
God, becaule he had prophaned the fabbath« 
Others thought it was impoflible for a finner to per- 

ij^ form fuch 9 miracle. They afked the man, there- 
fore, what he thought of the perfon who had opened 

his eyes ? Certainly, (aid he, I think him s^ 

prophet. 

18. The Pharifees ftill fe^mirlg to doubt the fad, 

jp. fent for the parents of the blind man, and inquired 
of. them. Whether this man were their fon ? Whe^ 
ther he had been born blind? And in.wl^at manner 



of the charafleriftfcs of tHe Meiliah (fee Ifa. xxxv. 5.) ; and for 
this reafon it is probable the P&arifees were fo defirous of diC* 

be 
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lie had received his fight ? They anfwered, he iet 

ims their foiii and had been bom bUad : but by what 21. 
means he had recovered his fight^ they knew not. 
But he was of age, they faid ; and was able to give 
them the beft account himfelf* -*- — This cautious an«> 22. 23. 
fwer was occafioned by fear ; for the Sanhedrim had 
determined to excommunicate any perfon who ihould 
acknowledge Jefus to be the Mef&ah* 

The JewiQi rulers then again called the blind 24. 
man himfelf; and bad him attribute folely to God 
the gracious cure he had received. — — As for this 
Jefus, faid they, we know him to be a finner. ■ ■ ■ 
Whether he be a finner or no, anfwered the man, ^j, 
I know not. One thing I know, that I was blind, 
and now fee. >■ They then afked him again, in 26; 

what manner his eyes had been opened ? The ^^^ 

man^ vexed at the repetition of their malicious quef- 
tions^ anfwered, that he had already told them to 
no purpofe. Do you want the means, fsdd he, of 
being convinced? or have any of you an intention 
to become his difciple ? —— On this they reviled aSt 
tiim^ faying that he was the difciple of Jefus : but 
for them, they acknowledged no mafter but Mofes* 
To him they knew God had revealed his will : but 29. 
as for this Jefus, they knew not from whence he was. 
■ ■ Full of that noble fpirit which truth and gra- 30* 
titude infpired, the man anfwered. Why, this is a 
wonderful thing, that you know not from whence 
he is, .though you fee he hath wrought fo great a 
miracle. Could a finner have fo much favour with S'*3)< 
Qod f When did you ever bear before of a per- 

fon'js 
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SS« fim's Dpening the eyes of z man bom bUiid? If 
lie had not beca fent by God, he could haire done 
nothing. < 

14. This was more than the pride of the PharHe^ 

eonld bear. What! faid they, ihall fuch a finftil 
wretch as thou art inftriid ns ? --«*»->« On this, tfaey 
immediately excommunicated him. 

35. Jefus hearing what they had done, fonnd the man, 
fpd aiked him. Whether he believed in the Son of 

36. God ?— Tell me, faid he, who he ia, that I may 
37- believe in him.— —Jefus anfwered, I, your bene^ 
38. fador, am he. ■■ » ■ On tlus the man, with great de>r 

votioo, falling d^;^n before him, exprefled his £»ith 
in the ftfongeft terms. 

39* Jefus, in allufion to the cafe before him^ added, 

that his dodjrine Wa^ intended to make a great fepa* 
ration among men. They \i^hofe bUndnefs proc^ded 
from mere ignorance, flioiild be taught to fee } white 
they who faw c^ly through, pride and prejudiee, 
ihottld be left in their wilful bUndsie£s» 

4c. • Some of the Ph^riiees who were prefeat, fup« 
po$ng thait the latter pa;rt o( this fpee<;h alluded tQ 
them, s^d him, if he thdug^ them blind i -**r-* 

4<- lf» faid Jefus^ you are amoog: thofe wba are blin^ 
through ig^iorance, .you are not thofe of whom \ 
fpal^e. But if your.blindoefs proceeds (rem pre^« 
IP H AP- 4^<^ ^^d voluntary error, you are Hot only blind, bm 
your blindnefs is gjailt. You pifofeis to be teachers 

Qf 
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. . i-f Quf Siwoor ^erc ^pirohabJ^ ?Hirfc8 to the ce^ifng' of tEt 
^oiaic bw/ as fuperfcded by the gofpel $ which became now the 
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<if the people : but confider well itnd^ what autbo- ^ 
rity you a&, an4 what dodrines you teach. He thaO 
«ntereth not the flieep&ld by the door, may well b6 
ftifpected. The true fhepherd enters by the door, ,. 
and performs all the offices of a good paftor. Hk 3. 4. 
Iheqp, in return, know and follow him. But a 5. 
ftranger, whofe voice they know not, they wilt 
avoid. 

The Pharifees not feemin^ to underftand this 6. 
allufion, Jefus fpoke more plainly. ——I, faid he^ 7- 
am the only door, through which the flieepfold can 
be entered. All who pretend to open the door of •* 
faIvation,*in oppofition to me, are deceivers: though 
none who are fincere, and defirous to fee the truth, y 
can be deceived by them. Whoever, therefore, 
enters through me, fhall findpafture, that wiUnou- 9. 
rifh him to eternal life. The impoftor has no end,* ,0, 
but to deftroy for his own advantage. My end is to 
pve life and immortality, I am the true fliephefd, it. 
ready to lay down my life for my flock. The hire- 12, 
ling feeth the woHF coming, and without any affedtion 
for his flock, leaveth them to be deftroyed. He 
leav€tb them, becaufe he is a mere hireling, and 
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only allowable way into t^e (heepfold. Or he may mean» that 
thePharifccs were falfe teachers even of the very law they taught. 
^ . ^Sir Ifaac Newtoiis in his remarjf;s 00 Daniel (p« I48.)9 ob- 
ferves that JeOia. ooade thefe allufions to the (keep that were kept 
in folds near the temple for fa^rifices, >■ ■ He had alluiioB alfo« it 
feems very pUint to the lUh d^aptec of Zechariah. 

5* It was u(ual in eaftern countries for (hepherds to lead thei'ip 
flpqk,8, out t9 ^ftute t0 the found of the pipe. Xo fome countrief^ 
^t 18 yet |>r^£^ifc4^ 
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15. 14. careth not for thesfi. The true (hepherd is. milted 
^5* to his flock. He and it are united^ as the Father 
26. and Son are unified. Other (heep alfo I have of dif- 
ferent folds: them alfo \i^ill I draw together, and 
47. udite with thefe. It is the ad of laying down my 
life voluntarily, and taldng it again, that is fo ag^ee- 
J 8. able to my Father. . The malice of my enemies 
could have no eflFeft againft me, unlefs I chofe my- 
felf to lay down my life. By my power of taking 
it again, may be feen my power of laying it down. 
Yet in this I a& entirely in concert, with my Father. 
»>• ■■ i Thefe difcourfes, though not clearly underftood, 
Qccafioned much divifion among the people. Some 
^* fatd^ that Jefus was plainly mad, and did not deferve 
ZM. attention. Others faid, that the late great miracle 
he had wrought on the blind man undoubtedly re« 
futed that chai;ge« 

tt ts* It happened, about tins time, as be was walking 
in the portico of the temple, (for it was in the winter 
feafon, near the time of the Maccabean dedication,) 

^4* that many of the Jews who were there, coming 
about him, defired him to fpeak in plain language, 

i5. whether he were really the Meffiah ? — — Jefus, 
khowing their malicious intentions, told them, if 
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16. Moft probably (his is fpokcn of the Gentiles. 

23. Solomon, as Jofephus informs U8> not finding room enough 
on moTint Sion for the completion of his defign in building the 
temple, raifed a mafTy wall from the bottom jto the top of the 
ihountain ; and filling up the intermediate fpace with earth, founded 
upon it. a vail portico : part of which continued in the fecond 
temple, and was known by the name of SolomM*s parch, 

their 
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their hearts had not been hardened^ he had faid 
enough already to convince them. The miracles 
which he had wrought, bore fufficient teftimony tp 
the authority under which he afted. But your un- 
belief, faid he, arifes not from the want of evidence, 
but from the want of an honeft, fincere heart. They 26. tj* 
who are well-difpofed will hear and attend to me; 
and by perfevering in their obedience, will reflft *^' 
every difficulty in this world, and inherit eternal 
life in the next. No violence, nor outward force of ^9- i<^ 
any kind, can affed thefn» through the influence of 
my Father, with whom I aft in.perfeft union« 

This latter fpeech excited the indigna^tion of the 3<< 
jfews fo moch, that they took up (tones to put him 

to death. Jefus reminded them of the many S»- 

great works he had done ; and afked them for 

which of thefe they meant to deftroy him ? The 

Jews told him, their indignatbn was excited, not 
for his good works, but for his blafphemoUs dif- 33*7 
courfe, and for making himfelf equal with God, 
though he was only a mere man. ——How perverfely^ 
anfwered Jefus, . do you behave ? Are not: they 34- 
.who aft under. the authority of God, ftyled.Godsin 
your law ? And if you allow this, how is it that 



30. land my Father are one. This t€xt is brought among* the 
firlt to prove the divinity of Chrift. If the proof depended bnly 
on the terms, perhaps it would not be fo ftrong ; or we have the 
words ty »<ri, where unity of nature is not intended, He ihatpiantethp 
and kethht watereth, w» turt ; they concur in one deiign. 'n\Xt cer* 
tainly the words receive great force from the jjd verfc ; which 
fhews that the Jews, who muft have underftood What our Savtour 
meant) conceived tk^m «s a plaim to divioicy* ' 4.1:^ i .! 
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you irt fo offeiided a( me, fbr cdling myfdf thd Soil 
35* 3^- of God, when I aft fo evid^tly tinAef Odd's pbwar 

and authority ? If I peif orm not WOrkis beyolid the 
3^. powi^ of man to pcdbrm, I cl^m tio credit. But 

if you («e me pafbrm fuch works te ifto hum^ 
3?. power can effeft, though you pay no credit to me on 

my own account, yet believe me at lead On the ere- 

<lk of my miracles. " ■ > Thid ei^^lanadon, inftead of 
39: foftening their nge^ excited it. But Jefus ^afled 

through the crowd unobferved; and leating Jeni'. 

40. falem, retired to the parts about Jordan> Where John 

41.42. had formerly baptized. —— Here many came to him 

in bid retreat, and believed on him, faymg> John 

wrought no miracles, as Jefus doth; while all that 

John teftified of Jefus is true. 

CHAP. In the village Of Bethany lived a family, for which 
^l« Jefiis had always e^prefled much regard, confining 

1.3.3.^5, of a brother and tw6 fifters, Lazarus, Martha, dnd 
Mary ; the hft of whom w^s the perfoil who anoiiKed 
the feet of Jefus, and wiped them with her h^it. 
frhe brother being taken ill, the two fiftets itnme- 
dbtely fent to inform Jefus ; who ii^urned an an- 
fwer, afluring them that their bmth^^s illnefe fli^uld 
not. end in death ; but was intended merely that 
religion and the glory of God ihould be more con* 
firmed^ 

^ ' Aft^ this^ he ccmtinued two days where he Was» 

and then told his difciples he propofed to return 

7« 8. into Judea ; i^hich furprifed them not a Kttle, oon^ 

t« fidering 
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iidetiag tha late ill-treatment he had met with them 

Jefus told them, that as mea walk Mely ia 9.10. 
the dsLji and fear dangers only ia the night ; fo he 
was in no danger, till the appointed time of his 
fufferings arrived. He then informed theoi that «'« 
^heir friend Lazarus was afleep; .and he went t6 
awake him. But the di&iples not under&anding htm^ 12. 13.14. 
he told them plainly that Lazarus wa^ dead. And *^* 
I am glad) faid be, that I was not whh him before^ 
afi I fl)atl now be eiial>l€d to confirm yoojr ^th by ' 
a great miracle. ' Thomas was the only one of *^ 
(he diiciples who feemed to doubt what his mafter 
had faid, and could not help difcovering his donbta 
by fome expreflions of de^ondency. 

Ia the m^ui time^ Jefiis began bis. journey to '7« 
BetlMA^; where he found that Lazarus had now 
lain four days in the grave. As Bethany was withia 1^* ^9- 
two miles of Jeru&lem, many people from the city. 
(aoquaintances of Martha and Mary) had come to 
confofe thiem ia their diibefs. It happened there^ 
foxie, that xaotaay wicnefies of this great event were 
adfembled. * 

Marjtha bearing of Jefujs's approach, went to meet ^cv 
Idm^i and. exprdGed ^ wifh that he had arrived 
fooner, Blut even tiow,. faid fte, i know that what« ai. 29^ 
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lo. Oar traDflation renders it, hecaufc then Is no Egh in hlm^ 
It maket itiudl better fenf^ to tranilate it, hecaufi there h no HgU' 
in i<'— * that i^» in*, the, wgirld. 

i($. Some coqamentatora, fuppofe^ and among them Dr. Clark* 
that when TKomef fnys, ^dt we mafdie with hlA^ he mejtns witb^ 
Je/uu^ i. think tho^fenrel* hayo takemtlid moce prahible.. 
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I 

25. ever you aik of God fiiall be granted, ^i*—* Jefui 
2^. Cold her, her brother fhould rife agaim I know, 
faid Martha, that he iball rife again at the laft daj« 
^5- — —Jefus faid. Through me is the refurredion tp 
a& eternal life. He that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet ihall he live ; and whofoever livetb^ 
and believeth in me, ihall never die. Do you be- 
ij. lieve this ?—— Martha, with great confidence, ex* 
prefled her firm belief that he was the Chrift, the 
28.2930. Saviour of the world.— -*- Jefus then ordered her 
S»«3*- to call her fitter, who immediately left the houfe^ 
and was followed by the Jews who were with her, 
and who fuppoled (he was gone to weep over her 
brother's grave. She found Jefus in the place where 
Martha had left him ; and falling down before him, 
expreffed the fame wifh her fitter had done, that he 
bad been prefent before her brother's d^tfa^ 
S3* 34. Jefus, feeing the dittrefs and afflidion of the 
whole company, was obferved to weep. Then turn* 
ing to them, he alked where they had laid him ? — — 
$5 36-37- As they were going to the place, the Jews feemg the 
concern which Jefus exprefled, and concluding from 
thence how great his affeflion was to Lazarus, alked 
tach other. Why a perfon, who could open the eyes 
of the bUnd, could not alfo have healed the difeafe 
38. 39. of which Lazarus died ? - — When they came to the 
grave, ^ Jefus looking round him with a figh, bad 
them remove the ftone which clofed its entrance. 
— — Martha told him that as the body had now lain 
four days in the grave, it was by this time offenfive. 
-Did I not tell you, faid Jefus^ that if you would 

only 
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only brirdVe*, ybd (honTd fee the power of God ? j' 

They l^eraoved the flbne, therefore, and Jefus 4«- 42^ c 
having grayed to Gddln the audience of the people, 
that they might all corificfer'tHe miracle he was about 
to woA as an appeal to ^tmighty power, cried with a 
loud ^ice, Lazarus, dotne forth. On this he rofe 43.44. 

* 

frorti the' tomb; bound as he was with grave-clothes, 
inftantlf reftbred to perfe£l health, 

' This great mifiicle had it's efFeflt on many of the 45. 
Je^s,' who* immediarely profefled their belief in 
Jefos. ' But' there weVe fome \frKo went tor the 46. 
Pharifees, and gave them an account of what they 
bad fh^. On this the chief priefts afid Pharifees 47; 
iftimediately ciilled a cotinfcil to cohfider whs^t fhould 
be ddne with' Jefus. His miracles, they agreed, 48. 
were imdoubted'r but if he were thus fuffered to go 
oh, the pebpl6 would rife in his "favour; and the 
releiitment 6f the Komans would of courfe follow. 
Caiphas'the high-prieft, who prefided in the council, 49. 50. 
faid. It was eafy to determine wha't to do. Whether 
Jefus were innocent or guilty,, bis death was cer- 
tainly a matter of expediency -y an4 it was right that 



44. A trifling obJ€^io» 19 madc-hcre to- Lazarus's coming forfb, 
ivhen he was hound hand and foot. But is there the lead difficulty 
lit fuppofinff.thofe aboiit him Co aflift itt dffei%aging hini fron^'the 
fepu)chre9 ttll the bandages were reth6ved ? ' ; 

46* Here we' have an inftanc^ of- thafh^mwefi of heart which 
juftifiee-ottr.Bleffed.LoftfarettHiHo Ift^ey Bear not' Mofes and tbt 
prophets ^ neither nuiUthey be perfuaded though onemft fHm the dead, 

49. TUB^Itftmn'nftaniee di true poKlickl wffdom — never tb trujl 
Gad ftvUh any\ ekut^ ; bilPy feoWever contrary tQ-jufiice^ to fellow the 
Rnc of bumam\pfadfKC0* 
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he fhould die for the benefit of the. txrhole people^, 
51.52. This fpeech of the high-prieft*s was much taken 
notice of afterwards, as containing a kind of pro- 
phecy, that Jefus fhould die (though in a different 
fenfe from what he meant it) for the nation of the . 
Jews : aiid not for that nation only, but for all the 
children of God, however difperfed over the. face. 

53. of the earth* The council having determined there- 
fore to put him to death, inquired next into the 
propereft method of executing- their* defigns> 

54. Jefus, in the mean time to avoid their malice, re- 
tired privately to Ephraim^ a tow^i in the wildemefs. 

^j^ Soon after, the paflbver was celebrated; and many 

Jews, according to cuftom, caine to Jerufalem be- 
fore the feaft, with a view -to purify theltnfelves pro- 
56. 57. P^rly for it, according to the law. Among all.thefe 
ft rangers, diligent fearch was .made to find Jefus; 
for the chief prieds had iffued a flridt-, order, that, 
whoever knew where he was, fhould give immediate , 
information to them* 

CHAP. Jefus, however, ihftead of going direftly to Jeru- 

^^|^'_^ falem, went firfl to Bethany; where being invited 

I. 2. to 
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^4. Jefus walked no more, "Eru rather figitffiet, not yei s aod 
indeed the fenfe requires it» for he did t^UrvfonkiftiXk. ofienly, 

^K. The Jews could not jcntcr the tabernacle, nor partake of 
the facrifices, till they had beci^ ckakiied hj the water of fepflFation» 
and other ceremonies. 

2. This feems to have bee^ Simon^SL fupper, mentioned Matt, 
xxvis 6. As to Ms^rtba's ferving in a(iolher perfbn's houfe,. it u 
probable^ that thefe auEts of good neighbourhood mra- ctftonon 

T in 
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in Jewifh villages. Tl^e chief difficulty Is with regard to Maty* 
All the evangelifts mention this h&. ; but St. John is the only one 
Vfho {pecifies the perfon. See a note on Luke viii. 2. 

^. This is the a6lion to which the evangelift refers, chap. xi. 2, 
6. This is fuppofed by fome interpreters to be the meaning of 
the original, he lare what was put therein ; that is, he took out, or 
furlomcdiU 

B b a death, 
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to fupper, Lazarus, who hid been raifed from the 
dead, was one of the company, and Martha waited 
on them. Mary, in the mean time, bringing a box ^ 
of very ' toftly ^ ointment, which fpread an odour 
through the > whole houfe, anointed the feet of jefus,. 4.5. 

and wiped them with her hair, At this, Judas 

Ifcariot taking great o&nce, faid. It would have 
been niuch^ Abetter to' have fold the ointment, and 
to have, givaen the produce of it to the poor. ■ '" ■ * 
Not that -lie iiad any regard for the poor; but he 6* " 
was a difimneft perfon ; and as he carried ^e purfe, ' 
and took out< of it what he wanted for ^his own ' 
private occafions, .he wiflied to have it as well re*' 
plenifhe4 as 'het:ould. Jefus gave him a .public 7.-' 

rebuke; and commended Mary, who had pioUfly ' 
anointed ins , body , as he faid, for his approaching' 
buriak Y6v have the pooY,' he added, always with- g;i 
you^ but this is an extraordinary occafioh. 
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As it was foon known that Jefus was at Bethany, • 9* 
numbers of people reforted thither from Jerufaiem, 
both to fee ^ him, and alfo to fee Lazarus, whom he 
had raifed from the dead. This brought Lazarus xo. 
alfo into dai^er from the chief priefts ; who, in their 
confultations, determined to put him likewife to 
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II. deaths as it was evident, that^ through hiniy xaxof of 
the Jews( believed on Je&s« 

12* Jef^s was now becoaie f^ re(pe£led\ byr tbe pea«. 

pie, tba( it was no fooner knowa be was at Bethany^ 

and intended to be at tbe paflbver, thaa crowds of. 

people, wha had come ftonai aU parts to JfentfiifeQi^ 
13. \rent Qttt to meet hitn, on7ing palpa^biaocbest in. 

thar hmdSf and crying, BleflEed is tbe JuBg oi Ificaet, 
li?. wlap con^ekhm die name of. the Lord-M— ^In. diis 

t^umj^iaiu maumfir^ riding upon an a&^. ook^ iefos 

entered Jerufalem; fulMing thai juropfaeoy. of:2e« 
15. chaHlh» Fisar mtj dau^Hr of Sim^ kdmU ify bhig 
\6*. c^m^k^Jftting on an af£s. 40IU BBs difiipksy how- 

ev^^at th)9 tim<^ 2:eco]|6ded not the completion of 

the prophecy : bitt after his. lefitrredton, thdr Buth 
x7« Di^aci .greatly confirmed, i^ it^ The people, m Ae 

meanwhile, thought of nothing but of the gi^eat 
18. miracle which Jefus had performed in raifing Lazarus 

f^om the desid ; wbkh was indecsd the principal canfe 
ip. of th^ thi:oogiqg together in focfa mfiktf udes^ The 

Pb^rig^es, therefore^ durft not at prejent : attempt to 

opppf^ a.perfon of fach populant)% 
20. Then$ happened to be. at this time in ferulalein . 

certain Qreeks^ who. came, as many othep foiatgnera 

did, to worfhip, during the folemnity^ of ^..pa^ 
j5i, over, in the outward courts of the temple. Thefe 

ftrangers having heard of the fame of Jefus,, and 



15. Zech. IX. 9* and the note on Matt. s^i. 9. 
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imng folicitatrs to fee Tiimv found out Philip, atid /.' 
^fired him to catfry thrift tb his niafter. Accord- • *«• 
in^ly Plv% iuid hk brother Andrew acqtx^tited Jefus 

f(rith their defire. Jeftts took the oppdttuniiy df «!• 

Chefe ftrafigers inqtuitdg ilfbei: him^ to inform bi6 
difcipitt of that gr^t eveat, when the gofpel Ihould 
be maliifefted) hot only to a few Greeks^ bttt to all 
the nadons of the earth. — ^ 'ftt as a girain of com, 24- 
'£imI he^ dies, brfore it product it6 tncreafe ; fb muft 
fhe Son of man die alfo,- before his Marines are >S* 
Itrbpftgated* In die irieafitime, let me forewarn 
yoa to expert a dme of trial. He who avoids the 
dangers to which his religion leads him^ for the 
fake of any worldly advatitage, neglefts his belt in- 
•tereft. But if he fubmit to my fufferings, heihall 26^ 27, 
|>attake of my glory. Human nattire^ no doubt, is 
idifturbed at fuffering. I am myfelf inclined to fay. 
Father^ faVe me from this hour: but I know the 
end of Aiy' coming into the world was to meet thilB 
hour, f-^--— Jefui then looking up to heaven^ expr^effed, 28. 
in ^a ftrong ad of devotion, his entire reflgnation to 
the will of God. Glorify thy name, faid he, O God, 
in me as thou thinkeft fit. On this an awful voice 
from heaven proclaimed, / have already glorified if. 



22. It does not appear from the text that Jefus faw the Greeks: 
^ough It is mod probable he did. But the evangeh'ft mentioos 
them only as an introdudion to what Jefus faid, with regard to the 
future progrcft pf the gofpel through the world. 

27. As all the pointing of the New Teftament is arbitrary, great 
alterations of the fenfe may often be introduced merely from dif- 
-itr^nt pointings, afi in the inftince of this verfe. We read it ; 
Wha^fi^att I fay f F4ither,favemefrom this hour, tffc. But it con- 
veys a very different and better fenfe i( h be pointed thus : ^f^hai 
A^lUfifi Faticr^/avemefrom this icttr P hit, toV. 

B b 3 and 



374 .^T. JOHN. 
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29. and will exalt it with incr^cfing glory* ^""--^^^ peo- 

. ' ^ pie who {l.eod aroiioid hear d the voice» and feme of 

them thought it was tbund:er. . Others fuppofed it 

iq. "was aa angel that fpake. J efus told them, that 

the miraculous voice they had heard, came not on 

his account ; but as a tedimony frotn heaven for 

their fakes; to convince them of the manifeftation 

of the glory of God, . which was fpeedily to take 

31. place -^^ when the powers of darknefis, faid he, Cball 

ja. be retrained, and when I ihall be lifted up^ and draw 

33. all nations unto me. In this Jefus alluded to the 

manner of, his death, and to the celebrated type of 

the brazen ferpent in the wildernefs. 

34- ' What Jefus had juft faid, brought on an inquiry 

from fome of the Jews about the Meifiah. The law 

fpoke of Chrift as abiding for ever; and they, wiflied 

to know how that was reconcileable with his being 

35' 3^- lifted up or taken away ?—- Jefus, knowing that 

^ they afked the queftion with no good defign, inftead 
of a dire£l anfwer, gave them 'warning not to ne- 
gleft the prefent opportunity* They now, he told 
them, enjoyed the advantage of the light : but if 
they refufed to walk in it, they fhould be left in 

that darknefs which they preferred. Having iaid 





29. Wetftcin ingenioufly conje6lurc8 on thi« paflage, that thp 
Greeks thought it thunder ; but the Jews, who underwood the 
words, thought an angel fpoke. 

34. From the words here ufed, It is evident that. the Jews con» 
fidered the expreflion. Son of man, to belong to the Mefiialv, in 
the fame manner as Son of &?d. 

* . .^ • . this, 



CHAP. XII. 375 

I ^ 

this, he left Jerufalem, and retired privately to 
Bethany. 

Thus, notwithftanding the many miracles which 37. 
he wrought, numbers who faw them did not believe 
in him, according to the prediftion of Ifaiah, Lord^ 38. 
who hath believed our report ? and to whom hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed? And, indeed, it was 39.40.41. 
impoflible that fuch people as 'Ifaiah defcribes, when 
he forefaw the glorious manifeftation of Chrift's 
kingdom, could be difpofed to believe the gofpel: ^ 

Tbu hear J fays he, but underjiand not ; you fee^ but 
perceive not. Tor the heart of this people is fat^ and 
their ears hec^vj^ and their eyes Jhut^ fo that they fee 
not with their eyesy nor hear with their ears^ nor un^ 
derjiand with their hearty that they may be converted^ 
and I fhould heal /i^w. — Notwithftanding, how-. 42.43. 
ever, many of tljp principal Jewifli rulers believed 
on him ; but were too much blinded by the fafliion 
of the world, and too much afraid of giving offence, 
to make a public confeflion of their faith. 

On another occaiion, as Jefus was fpeaking to 44. 45. 
the people in general, he told them, that a belief in 
God and in him were fo clofely united, that it was 
hardly poffible to believe in one without believing 
in the other. He who believeth in me, faid he, 45. 
fliall find the glorious effects of being reftored from 



41. See a note on Matt. xiii. ijf. ' \ 
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47.^48. darknefs to light. But be who doth not believe in 
ine, though he may live fecure from any judgment 
here, (for I come not at prefent to judge the world 
but to fave it,) (hall hereafter find himfelf called into 
judgment for rejedting that gbfpel, of which he once 

4j?« had io gracious an oflFt^r ; ^nd which, if he be sot 
fiardened in wickednefs, he muft acknowledge to 

50. have come from God, through who^i I fpeak, aa4 
in whofe name I pubiiib everlgl^ing life« 



.•^, 



A P. . Jefus now knowing that the tiin^ of hjis fuffering 
approached, (for Judas, he knew^ had determined to 
J. 2. 3. tietray hiiri,) refolved, before he fuffeijed, to give bis 
difciple§ .^ proof of that humility, on which be al- 
ways laid fo great a ftref§, and jikewife s^n inftamro 
of that love for them which be had ^ver ibewn. 
A, r^ He arofe, therefore, from fupper ; and turning his 
iipper garmer^t afide, girt himfelf with a towel, and 
pouring w^ter into a bafon, began to wafh the feet 

6. of his difciples. Coming in cQurfe to Peter, that 
ciifciple would not fufFer him to perform fp mean 

7. an office for him. But Jefus told him, he (hould 



r ■* 



49. Sec a note on Mark xiii. 3?. 

5. Baiclay, in his Apology (p-467.)9 contends, that weflitng 
feet is as much an ordinance of the gofpel as baptifm, or the 
Lord's fupper ; and fo the church of Rome feems neaily to con- 
iljder it. But it appears plainly to have heea intended bj Jefus 
only as an ci^ample of humility to his difciples, jqil ai^ on zn^ 
other occ^fion, he fet a llule child before them. It is' not men* 
tioned here as a divine ordinance r*« it is not mentioned in any other 
flace-r^ nor was it conceived in that light by the early Chriftians. 

Bifhop Hurd confiders this wafhing as a fmybol of our being 

walhfd by the blood of CHrift/ Scrm. vi/ fcrmt x. 

afterwards 



.CHAP. xin. 573r 

$k{terwaFck explwsi the reafoa of what he did. Peter^ 
fiofi^ever, ftill refufed* O0 t\m, Jefus, alladiag to %4 
that purity of iniad of which walfaio^ was an em* 
\}\em^ replied, tb^ if he. wa(hed him not^ he fliould 
h^ve no p^t with him* Peter, ^^nteriog into Us 9^ 
fBafter's allufion, Mfi/hed^ as that was the cafe, that 
not only bis Ceet, but his whole body might be 
^aihed. Jefus, ftill continuing the allufion, told him, - l^ 
that, as a perfon thoroughly clean might eafily wipe 
off a little cafual dirt, which he might reodve in 
travelling; fo ^ perfon well grounded iii h» region 
woulU have only the common infirmities of nature 

to ci^itaid with. '■■ But, added Jefus, notwithftand*^ 

iugr you all ought to be in this ftate of purity, I 
know it is otharwife. This he fpoke, allttding to is. 
t^t difciple v^ho he knew wouki betray him. 

A^ter Jefus had tbps waihed his difciples' feet, he ^^^^3-^^ 
drew h|$ garment again around him, and fat down« 
7ben turning to them, I have now given you, faid 
)ie, a great and memorable inftance of that humi^ 
|]ty pf m^d which li.have always prefled upon you, 
^ the l^^ding virtue of the gofpel. If I have fliewn 15- 
hmiii}ity tp^ ypu, yon ought certainly to (hew it, on 
aU occ9fion$, to .egch other* For whatever the maf- i5. 
ter 4p^s,. cSnnot be thought unworthy of the difciple« 
^U th^f$ things I lay before you, and you liften to 17^ 
them ; but happy only is he who makes them the 
rule of his life. Yet, notwithftanding all my pre- 18. 
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18. SeeFf. xli. 9* 

cepts 
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^7« ^"f. 10 HN. 

cepts and exatn)>lr,' th^rt is one* among ycm, who 
will fulfil the fcriptures by lifting up bis beel againji 

■9* me.) I mention this' to you before it happen, that 
after it hath happened, it may be a new confirmation 

td. of yourifaith. -^~<*- And be not alai^ed, as if this de^ 
fertion ihouid reader your preaching kfs exemplary 
and convincing. I rqpeat to you^thAt the reception 
pf yoii and your do£lrine ihaU4)^ always confidered 
as the reception of me, and like^ife of Him that 
fent me. 

21* ieAis, having faid this, appeared diftr^fled, and 

again told his difciples, that one of them fliculd 

22. betray him. This threw them ^ into great anxiety ; 
23. 24. and Peter figned to' a favourite difdple, who was 
25.- 16. n^xt. to Jefus, to inquire whom • he meant. Jdus in- 
timated privatdy to that difciple, that it was he 
to whom he (hould give a fop, when he had dipped 
it in the difli ; which he gave to Jodas Ifcaiiot. ■ 

ty. Immediately after, Jefus perceiving that Judas was 
now fully determined to purfue the wicked intentions 
of his hearty fatid publicly to hkn. What thou doft, 

2^' do quickly. • Tliis-'was however underftoodby no 

29. one at the- table ; ' and was interpreted . in different 

ways ; Ibme f^ippoflng, that, -as Judas carried the 

purje, Jefus feade him mak^ feme provision for the 

appro^hing feaft ; others, that^ hef ordei^ed-him to 

" -' ■ ■ ■» . 

i 

24.. The words in the text, lyin^ on yefus*s hreqfty allude only to 
the recnmbenl ffianncr in wmch the Jews, as weU as other nationsj 
difpofed themrdves during a meal at table» 



CHAR PH. 37^ 

give fotnethingi to the poor. He went jQUt^v however^ j^. 
immediately, under the cover of the night, which was 
then. drawing on. 

As foon as he was gone, Jefus (aid, The tlnie st.su 
^ow approaches, when the great defigns of God 
ihall be. completed by the fufferings and death of 
the Son of man; and after that, by his glorious t'e- 
furredion and afcenfion. I {hail now, my friends, 3}. 
be with you only a little time longer ; andy as I faid 
to the Jews, you cannot follow me now.. But I 34- 
leave my inftrudions . with you ; particularly tbstf 
great and new commandment, that you love each 
X)ther — not after the manner of the world, but after 
the example which I have given you with difinterefted 
love : and . let this be the great diftinguiihing mark 35- 

of your being my difciples. Here Peter, diftreffed 36. 

at his mafl:er's faying his difciples could not follow 
him nowj alked him the reafon. Jefus told them^ 
that his own work was now over, theirs only juft 
begun. They could not therefore follow him till 
they, had completed their bufinefs, as he had com- 



30. It 18 faid in the text, ke thfti having received the fopf went 
Immedialely oui ; as if receiving the fop had been the caufe. I ap« 
prebend it means only to mark the time. 

34. The newnefs of the commandment perhaps confided ,in 
giving our affediona a more heavenly turn — in loving each other 
for the fake of Chriil — and as his members. Among the ancient 
ChrifliaTis, h * was fo known a badge of their profeffion, that it 
was commonly faid by cheir heathen neighbours^ See bow thefe 
Chriftians lo'»e one another — Others make new to dgnify excel/ents 
gs it does often iu the Hebrew language. 

5 plcted 



jto ST. John: 

^y. pleteA i(/x.«->--^F6ter told ^m, he fliould find n^ 
difficulty va foHowtng him now. I am ready, faid 

38f he, to lay down even my life for yoar fake. ■ ■- lefu^ 

thinking it right to check fuch confidence, told him, 

i^t fo far from being ready to lay dowil his life for 

his fake, the cock fhould nbt crow till he had thre^ 

CHAP, timee denied him. •~~' Then confoling the forro^ 

^^^' » vhich his dificiples difcoyered on his talking of leaving 

I. ihem, he bad them not be diftreCed, but have that 

^* confidence in him which they had in Ood» l[!h^ 
inanfioiis of happinefs, faid he, in the next world, 
ifriiick ftall receive me, are intended alio to re« 
ceive you, and all my faithful fervaAts. I lead 

3* the way, and make preparation for you.. Hereafter 
in God's good time, I will receive you to myfeif, 

♦• never to part again. Thus I have plainly difcovered 
to yon both the place you are to go to, and the 
way you are to go.-*— But the difciples, whofft 
minds ftill ran on temporal things, did not clearly 

5: underftand him ; and Thomas in particular, ex- 
preflTed his doubts both as to the place and to the 

6« way. Jefus told him, that he himfelf was the 

way. No one, faid he, can go ^o the Father, but 

7- through me. They who know me, know the Fathef 
alfo. You know the Father by knowing me. — ♦ 

£• If that be the cafe, faid Philip, give us fome extra* 
ordinary fign, that we may know your equality with 



8. Phifip did not want proof of the Father, in whom he T&rtaij 
fcelievcd ; but he wanted proof of that equah'ty which Jcfus affcrtcd 
ht had with the Father* ^ 

• : ' '^ the 
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CHAP, XIV. 38* 

/jt^ JJff i&^. *—— Have I b«u Mtw fo long with you, 9». 
faid Jefus^ and is not your faith yet ^fufficiently 
confirmed h If you have f^eQ me> you have in efieS:, 
fcen , the Father* Believeft thou not this i Believe >P« 
my do^ne^— » believe my miraqlea. You ihaU here- 1 1 . 1 1. 
after have eron ftrot^^ proof. After I am afcended 
tg jDoy Fatfaar, ypq fjoail be enabled to perform even 
greater worlds tt^ any you have yet feen peiiormed. 
Nay 9 vrhateve^ p^it^oo; you ihall aik of God in my 13. 14; 
i^apie, that is necefiary tp carry on the gveat work 
ii^trufted to: ye^Jl will qeftaiqly grant it;.'-*-~But 15* 
ftilL r^membciri, th^t the keeping of my command- 
ments muft be the only ted of your love. , On this i&, 
depends your receiving the Hply. Spirit, wbichlwiU 
pray to Gqd to give you ; and wl^icb wUi not leave 
you^ as I dp^ but will contmu^ with yq^ ^ through 
l^Qi This, isr a heavenly .su4> ^^ /w;hich th^ cQrrupt 1711^ 
world^ not attendii^g to ^ritu^l things, knows np« 
thipg. . Yon^ in a degree, fie^l it in yourfelves al- - 
ready ; and it ihall hereafter manifefl; itfelf in all its^ ^ 
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10. A» if our Saviour had fatd, My wbrdi arc his — my works 
arc hi8« By knowing therefore what I uach and do^ you know 
what the Pather would wiHi to have taught and done. Therefore 
bf knowing' i^> you know him* See a note ofi Mark xiii 3a. 

12. Our Saviour perhaps alludes here to 'the gift of tonguef« 
which enabled the dSciples, in fo furprifing a manaeri to propa- 
gue their ralig^n* 

164 The Mabometana pretendi . that this verfe is a prophecy of 
the coming of Mahomet* The word Mahomet fignifies Uluftrlcus 
and the word T^paxXurw or comforter they pretend has been ahercd 
by the Chriftians from the original word v^iyChtrw^ illuflrious. If 
this had been tl^e only paflage^ and thefe the only terms in whiQh 
ibe Holy Spirit, was promifed ; and if this promife had not been 
effedlually completc^j there naight hf ve been fome pretcnce.for the 
fuppofitk>iK . 

glorious 
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i8,*f9. glorious operations. —i-Thusi yoii*fee,"IfliaII not' 
leave you deftitute. Thfe 'world, in a little tiriie, 
Ihall fee me no iiaore J but' with you I fhall always 

2o» continue to live.- My' Kfe fliall he the fource of 
yours. And you fliall then.be iffbred,* without any 
farther doubt, of that unioA wWicK'fiibfifts between* 
you and me ; . and betwe^ - me antf tfie father. - — '- — 

%u But all depends, as I have juft tofd ydu, 'on obferving 
. thofe rules and doftrines which I have given you. 
This will fliew y out love to me ; and your love to 
me wSt be the foundation dPmy YakhtefV love to you, 
and of all thofe gracious manHellatiohs^v^hich I ihall 
make td yoii hereafter. ' - / ' 

2%. Juda^j- the brother of Jamesi inteiVuptiftg Jefus^' 

aiked hM, In what inkhrier he tiiearft- to manifeft 
himfelf to 'them in particular, and not tb the world ? 

aj. Jefustold him, that 'not ^only th^y, * but all >^o' 
loved ^him, and kept hfe com'niabdtoents,* fhould ex- 

24. perience thefe divine communicdtiAis?.^* Buf as' his 
dodlrine ^as his Father^s alfo, they, of courfe,'^ who 
obeyed not him, could -have no communication with- 

25. the Father. — During the time I have been with y^u, 
added Jefus, I have given you various doctrines 
and precepts, many of which may have gone from 

26. you ; but' when I fend the Comfprter, the Holy 
Spirit of God, into your hearts, he will bring to ; 
your remembrance every ,thing that I have faid to 



1 8, The tender word op^a»»? is'iifcd in the origfnal. 

22. Judas's inquiry proceeded fro.m a miTcqnception of Jefus'* 
meaning. Our Saviour fpokc of his fpiritual kingdom. Judas 
uuderllood a temporal one* 

you.— 



CHAP. XIV, 3^3 

yon. -^ And now: 1 4eive .you uhder. the full ^fimnei^,^ 27* 
that the pe.ace of Qod {ball reft.i^h yoa j :i^ich> •> *■ 
is a different, kwd of pezce froiii any -th^ worlds 
knows: it will eafe yoixr diftrefles .ifor mey and yduF 
appreh^nfions for yourielves. Iiideed, if : you truly- 2S. 
loved me, you would rejoice at my departure $ not 
only becaufe I ha,ve promifed to revifit! you, but be* 
caufe that ftate^ tq wluch I am g6iag,Ms infinitely *' 
fuperior to the deprefTed ftate in which you now fee 
me. Thefe things I tell you, that hereafter "When ^9* 
ypu fee them fulfilled, your faith may be confimied.; 
■ . I have little time now to emjdoy among ;you. * 30. 
The powers of darknefe are now contriving their de- 
igns againfl: me : and I am preparing to fhew the 3<* 
world thsftlaft greatinfUnei^.of.my love^ and of my 
fubmiffiion to my Father^ wilL ; 



, ..3 a 



From the' TiroQitf sih^e th^ wSrenfitting, they 
now retirfd/tot^the. mount of OEvesJ Here 3^{m^ 
taking occa^n , probably from the vineyaifds through 
which he p^ff^,.fbegan again. hfs> djfdourfe* I am CHAP. 
the true viae (i^ he,, and my Father as the huf- ^^ ^^ 
bandman. Every bi»nch that bearsdi not fruit, he i*^' 






"aS. My Father' h greater than /. The plain fenifc oCthispaflajjre, 
connc&cdwfth th'e>coBtext> appeai^s to' b^ this. Jefas was* co'iii**^ 
forting his difciples o^ his leaving them : 3^4 a&a topic o^coiyi*- 
fort, tells them, they muft dot effimate the glory, and happinefk 
of hM Father in hqiv^M by '««h4t they faw In him oft^ earth. *i^c ' 
two Rates were wholly different. . . i 

^ ' 1. P^rhapi thrfe words *inay be fpoken in oppofition to what 
is faid of Ifrael, wb^nv t4ie {wopbets ohtmcaSijihe wm. * Sec Pf*. 
Uy3C.8. If. V. 7. Jcr/iL ai'* Chrift lays, ^<, is now. the Uwfy 

remov^h; 



/ 



3Jl4 ST. JORK 

nmoTCii; and «ver brsmch tlM btst^^i fevk he 

S* 4* fimoeA^ that it any bear mtire ^^i^ndamty. Among 

5* ihtb frait-bearing brasdh^ I namber yoih Bulf 

ypu nfttft ^er rdoiember, tinat all depends oh yoiir 

hduag firmly mutsod to nie^ &0ni t^heiice aft yeiir 

nomiflraient fflriaga. Jki the bmncl^ cai^6( bear 

irail imleis it be tmited with, ciqs vftfe,- iieMi^ ciui^ 

& ycAiy unlefa you. he uait^ to tAei Ife nrho^ abidech- 

not ia ane« is ckflri out:a& % wii^hei^d lk-2^»((h; fit oMy 

TV finr the fire. Throtigk (hn» ixi&oa wtih me» youf 

S. pifayeiB to God beaoiae efibdicial ; and b^ yoiH^ e%e^ 

djeQoe in confisifiieiiee' of tWs unlcxi, hifii' Haibe^^ 

9. gkkified'.. My lonrerto yoa is like the Fatber'^s ta i66».^ 

2o» QA|ti«ue in it, and flicw it by ke^iAgf ihy commaaaiS* 

II. mentv^I keep his. Tb^ tftingsjiave 1 i^feetr 

unto youy that the joysiand comfok^: df ^igion* mtf 

reft upon you ; and that they may increafe more and 

mofte, as ybut fiiU hnprove^^iA beai^Snly' ieiffefiBbns. 

It. 15. ^^ ever dareful thetefdce tCMiaipi^te<^in- yovttiid¥e» 

t\fob kind afiefibna o£ whii^hj I! gtir^^ you aii ez-^ 

amplQ by lajjngi down my Ufe^;ft>»lJiikiikiftd.'^ 



iU^M*' 



14*^ /WM&you thus cdixtiniae to> ob^ ^ pn^epts^ you' 

ijf. 1 befio^ tny frickids. £ <^r y^ii -ni^t'^iei'vairts, but 
friends ; communicating ta jau^eserf fpiritual gift- 

*S* vrhich I have, received firom my Father. I ha¥e re- 
ceived nothing fiDm you, but have xi»fen yott to 
preach my rdigion i^ the world^ Iathe.profecuti<m.of. 
th^)^6rJk> whatever you ihalkaflciof 6od in myckme, 

17. you ihall receive, ^d finalty^.bne i^rcd^ that every 
t^ng j have laid: to vou pomtd- tp^ "; this great feflbn, 
thwr yoii k)Vc one' ahoth^n ^^ ' 

Nor 
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CHAPv XV. ,385 

I 

Kw be forpiifed if the world return your love 18. 
%ith hatred. You fee how it iiath hated me. This 19. 
only fhews how oppofite its opinions are to thpfe 
you have received from me;. I have always told you, so. 
&at the fervant muft not ezpeGk a better lot than 
bis lord. ' They who perfecute me wilf periecute 
you; and they who Kfteo to n^e wiU liften alfo to 
you. It is on my account they perfecute you ; and ^i. 
their ignorance of God is the caufe of their perfe- 
cuting me* Had I not come to teach them, their 2t. 
Ignorance had been excufabl^ ; but now they have 
JDQ excufe. Their oppofition, it is plain, proceeds 23. 
froBi malice and inveterate hatred. The miracle^ m* 
tKrhich I have performed among them could not 
have been rejeded, if their affections had been right ; 
fo that their ignorance is guilt. It is evident, there- 3;. 
Ibre^ that in me is fulfilled what the prophet fays, 
Tbey baud me wiiboiit a taufe. Notwithftanding, tg. 
lio^ever, all this oppofidon, the Spirit of truth, which 
I (hall fend among you after my departure, will raife 
up fteady profe&rs of the gofpd ; among whom, 27. 
you alfo, who have been with me from the beginning, c H AP. 
ihall be the principal witnefles and leaders. — — All ^^^^ ^ 
thefe fufferings, which you muft needs undergo from i. %s 3. 



X8« Bjbftt Vfamr v/iMW jbtfjutdhpuy might perhaps be better rcn* 
deKdf // 'haled m^ your clftef, or Lord. nf«>To; is ib tranflated ia 
iTim, I. 15. 

24. They httd not hadfm ; that i8« they had not had that great 
^ of which I accufe them — that of rejeding me, and flying in 
the face of God. 

25* Pf. xxxT. 19, 

2. Whfoevtr hilhihyoUf mil tUnk that he doth Godfervlce* See 
an effe^ of thia religious seal^ Ads sbtui. 141 &c. 

Vol. I. C c * irreligious 



386 ST. JOHN. 

(ftiliglbus tattiy t m^tloa iio\r to yMi» Halt yon 
may not be furpiife^ mheti they happ^j and that 
i completlbn of what I tell you of tdj ^fi^Mngs may 

'4. be a foundatton for your ftith in my prMfdfes^ At 
firfl t did not mention thefe things to you, as yon 
5.6.7. wfere then unplrej)ai!*ed to receive thenh And eten 
no^, you do not conlid^i^ the bleffed imfthfiobi to 
tvhich I am going, ttor the Comforter, iRrhom I ' 
cAhhfat fend to you, Unlefs I gO: but you conlideir 

•V. 't)lily ih6 nieliftcholy pirt, Attd are £ftreffi^ merely 
'bec^ufe t am about to leave you, thoiigh it is s^fo* 
foteiy nbceSkiry that the Condbiter fhduld come, nok 
€nly oti your aceount, but for the fake of the woxld* 

^ .ui^d^^ Of thefe great points he muft make mankind 

10. «^nfibW — x)f fin, in their rejefting mt — of that JufB^ 
lica^n which they can only have though my 'deftdi^ 

1 1 • ^nd of wlich my refurf edtion is a proof ^^ and of a hSt 
judgment, in which a final lentence ftall b6 pafled 

12. on all men« ^ I have ftill many things to Eay to 

15. you, which you are yet unable to bear» But when 
the Spirit of truth is come^ he will communicate to 

1 4. you the whole truth. He will continue my de^ns, 
by (lilt iommumcating to you more and more of my 

It: intentions. Both his infttu£tions and mine come 



4. ISeeMatt. IX. 17. 

9. 10. XT. 1:hefe sAie difliciilt pMiagt^*, dftd I Aat« YAtStf fup^ 
pale I have hit the true meaning of them. I find, LdWe^r, 

that Mr. Locke (inhig fteafonal^eneft bf ChWiHiiinTt^) htith ^Tve» 
Iifeai4y the fatfie exj>Ucatioii of thewi. — Tht pfirai djthU toMdiC" 
notes the devil, and feems to exprefi^thc power ofiiti, which UtoA 
then receive its final doom. . ' ' 

12. dee dgaih MattJx. i^f. 
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nmwdiately from God, and am therefore emirely 
the fame. — ^*— ^ Jefus concluded S^th remhiding his difc >^' 
cipies, once more, of the Ihortftift of the time he 
flKMild be >vfeh them, and of hJs fpbedy return. * 

But (lill, notwithftattding^'^ali th6 etpknations ^7- »^- 
Which he had given them of his death fand refer- 
re^onthey did ttot comprehend his tneaning; but 
qroftioned each other privately about ?t. < ■ - ^ Jefus, ig-io-^i 
knowing their anxiety, 'tcH^ them that as to the * ^r 
firft of thefe events, it would certainly octafion grief 
to them, as well as triumph to their enemies : but 
their forrow, like that of k ttottiah in tmvel, Ihould 
be turned into joy — a joy of a more lading nature 
thast their ' fortow had been -^ Alch a joy as fhould 
never bei taken from them* Aher that lime^ faidi 
Mas, I ihall np longer inftru£t-yott in perfoa 'Irti 'li^ 
ftead !of applying to me, you fhall iapply dire£ily to 
&e Father in ray name, which you have iiever^yeti 
done, and your pemions fhall be anlWcred. All 24 2;. 
obfcure intimations wiU be unnecei&ry: the truth 26. « 7. 
ifhail be fet plainly before you« Nor is it xusedfisl 28. 
for me to pray for you. The Father himfelf io^eth' 
you. Tour ftith and lovii have giten you farour 
befoiB him* Ton may afiure yourfehres, tfaeitefore^ 
(tofom up tviiat I ba/v«be^ faying,) chat as I camfe 
from-the Father, wh^n' I ^eaiqe-intb the m^rid ; lb I 
fhall go again to the Father, when I leave it. 



> 



1 6. JclUs might, in thefe cxpfeffions, have had an cjre both to 
his bring feen after his refarreftion, and likewlfe to a future 
judgment. 

C c a The 
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29. }o. The difciples repUed, ihey now pafedly iindeiw 
ftood him — they wei'e now convinced he knew all 
things y and wei^e fuUy.eftablifhed in their belief. -— — 

31. 32. Do ypu now beUeve? faid Jefus: but be not fo coiw 
fident of your pwn ftrength. Within a very little 
while, you fliall all be terrified and fcattered ham 
mei Not that I want any human- afliftance: but I 
' fhoul|l Jviih to caution you againft prefumption. « 
^^■' Thu^I have given you fnfficient ground of comfort* 
in this world you muft exped your trials }* but foU 
low my fteps: . I . have overcome the world. My 
f xample will, lead you to peace and happineis. 
< ' . *. - . ^ . 

CHAP. '^ 'Jefus haying. fihi(hed< his difcourfe to his dildples, 

XVII. Uted ^p his eyes to heaven, and broke into this 

^- feivent prayer : -i—rf— O holy Father, the important 

hour is come. Let it now be feen that Thou and 

2. 3. 4. I have glorified each other. That great work of 
eftabliihing i^lvation through fakh in Thee and me, 

.5. .1 have finiihed. And now receive me into that 
etanal gbry, which I enjoyed with Thee before the 

6.7.8. foundation of the world. To all* who were difpofed 
to receive the truth, I have difcovered it. I have 
i^t bdbre them thy will : I have . difeofvered to them 
tl^t ido£kine of ialvation which I hove recdved 
from , Thee; and they have bfelievcd it.— — Fw 



30. The circiimRancCj perhapSt wEicIi Uruck the difciples waf:^ 
th^t Jefus (hould know^ without being toldi (fee vcrfe 19.) what 
they wanted to aik him : their cafe was like that of mthaoicL 
chap. 1. 49. 

. - , thefe 



CHAf».-XVfi. 38$ 

4hefe I put up my fiift. petitions ^-thefe, who are g-^op 
confecrated thine aad mifie.- As I am now about xx* 
to leave theoij O holy Father, pi'eferve ttiem in that 
£dth and &uth which they have recavedy that they 
may <:ontiiiue united in us. Whfle I was with* them 12- 
<on earth, I prefen^ed them $ andf ^ ha^e^ IcA none but 
fuch as wiHuUy periihed. ^- And liow I c^ihe t<^-^ee, X3« H* 
I leave comfort with them in the midft f of thbfe 
trials, which they fhall meet ^ith for the fake of 
the truth. I p^f n^t. Almighty Fatber, thait Thou 15* / 
wouldft remove thein out of the w>Ad ; but that 
Thou wouldft preTeiFve them fafe through the trials cf ' 
it. They, as i, belong? OOt to it» San£lify them, j6, 
O God, throtdgh the tnidi of thy holy word. As .^7* 
Thou haft lent me' i^td the world, fo I fend them, 
and prepare them, through my dodxine ah4'fufiev- i^* 19* 
ings, to proj>agate the truth. ~—* Neither do I pray 20.21. 
:for them alone, but for all whom they fliall bring to ^^v^S- 
the knowledge of thy holy gofpel ; %hsit we may all 
be united in love, and draw the unbelieving world 
to thy truth ; that I may finally' communicate to all 
my followers 4;bat eternal glory which Thou haft given 
to me—- that we may atll be united together; and 
thy love may reft on l!hem as it does -on me. 



9. The cxpreflBpn 19 the originaili Ipra^^for them, I pray not for 
the worlds feems, I think, to be generally mifunderltood. Our 
^Saviour did not mean, 1 (hould fuppofe» to exclude the world from 
his prayers, but only to pray Jirft for his chofen few. He after- 
wards (vcr. 20.) prays for the reft of the world. See a fimilar 
^preifion, Johnx. x#. 

Cc3 -Xh^^ 
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34> Tkw SttfSffi Q ti«|tKa^y.'?atfa«r« <$F«P^ that a(l 
.1 whom Jbovk ha9:ffiea,jfffframif eirer jbc} wth me, 

: 35. 26. the foup^atioa of ^e varVIU : , 4iKt thQi}gk tl^ ^noM 
imh wot known Tft4%^ yelils «Ik^ hwie JW^Wft Th^ 

h«re ma^l! iThflei i«f»»f<^ WIP «y Jhi4^ ^^r^"u*^ 
tl^t.the love, fii»^ Tlipu Mft:ih««ii; »:.ine iB»y 
reft on then* - rl 

CHAP. Jefu% hayifi^ fidUh^ W. pmyer, paffed. oi?af dit 

v^-^^^ brook Codrivi^. aad ixtired, ^th hia^ dtfc^Ies to a 

'* ixurt of the mwnt of OUvra caUe^ .Gethfemane; 

.^. ,which was.if^ll knoworlodiftm all.ia.a pli»:e vhore 

3. he freiquently riforfecT^ Hbh^ -tbtrdEwey Jucbs, who 

.faad'noir fettled bis xvisked .defigiis vith die cb^f 

priefts^ led a band of officeus: apd feldiers to &iae 

Jefqs. It iras night- wbea: tjie anne4 men, ^th 

^ ^. lanterns land torches^ entered the pUo&.V-t^**^ JeiiiSy 

knowing that bis* time of fufiering was now come, 

did not avoid his enemiias^ as he bad Ibmetimes 

done, but went up to tb^> and. inquired whom 

tb^ fought ? Upon cfadr an&rerisg; they fougltt 

Jefus of Nazaredi,. he told them. He wbis tbe.perr 

6. fon. -«*^-^ The dignity widi which he fpoke, had fuch 

an efie£t upon them^ that they retired back, and 

7.8.9, even fell to the ground. — Jefus, repeating the 

queftion, and receiving the fame anfwer, toW theni, 



I. The brook Ccdron took Its oame from a dark gloomy Tallqf 
(which Cedron fignifies} through which it r^« 

7 that 



he 5ra« the onlf perfim theylbuf^ Iu& foLi 
lowira n4ghthaTelibeit7,to efcapes Thtt> fdlfUling 
what, te had jv& £id^ (^ tkafe tbou gav^/i ae btaae i 

The diiie^Ics, jm ifchQ men fedng vioIencQ lo. 

intended, began to prepare cefiftanter t^A V^^ 
particularly dravmig a fword, wounded a fervant of 
the chief, piieft- ft whofe ftaipe wns MftlcUafi^ -r-r— 
But Jefin checked. liiis/vioiaAcey (aying, Th^cUp^ u. 
vtuch my Father hath ^en nie». (hill I n(H i^k k?. 

Then tifie;foldj««^.. having recovered themfelves^ '2. 
fdied himti:aiid:hiiW{ng.faim» led him fuift tfi Atvm^ M* 
the fiiUiei>-ia.Jay; cf Caiph^ the high4>?kft, ^hft 14* 
had made /that fite?ehwi<^, regard; %9 the .f^^^ ciiency 
if 0m fian^s dying fir tH peepli* ^Sq hi® A{u>M »5 J6.17. 
immediately feat Wm. . - : .... : : '^:^^ 

Duriiig, this. time, aS the difciple5,'efcc§pt Peter H' 
and one more, hi&d difp^ed. themfelveQ* The& 
two followed the crowd; and the latter of them 

being kflpwn to the Wgh-piiefts ^VAmi th« p^i^ce. 



•1 
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9, See c)iap.xvSi, 13. *" 

12; St, ' J(^b 18 4the only '€V4ngeHft wlia'cal^ '4iidtA£. ike <fiJ&etfi 
who commanded on this occafion, o x^^^fX°^' which was the 
title of a Romati ofSeer. St. Ltrke fpeaks t>f the yp as ryi yw -nr-ffpcr 
or captains of the temfkf who were thofe priefts who fuperintended 
the watches which were fet round it. But it is plain from St. Jdhn 
that Roman foldiers were in the' company I dnd it k probabU, that 
the whole detachment wa^ under the commtnd of a Roman ofilcerr 
from the caftk of Antonifl. ' 

15. It 18 generally fuppofed that this oiher difcl^e was John i 
but it feems very unlikely that he, who was a ualilean, find aa 
obfcure Bfherman, could be on fo familiar a footing with the high* 
prieft. It is rather probable^ that the perfon who introduced Peter 
«*fts not one of the twelve, but fome difciple of a h%htr rank> who 
bad joined Jefus's eompany. . - . 

C c 4 and 
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and fixmafier obtained permiffion for ftMt to chter* 
——As the door opened, a fer?aiM>-taaidi looking 
fteadily at Pdter, £dd he w^^ c^ertainly one of lefos's 
difciples. But Peter, firmly denying it, niized inu 
mediati^y unth the fervant^i vfhio 'vnfe^ vr9ramg 
diemfelirea at the fire. 

' In the mean time Jefiis fiood before, the Itfgh- 

prieft, \i^ho queiUoned him dofdy with regard to 

his difciples and his do^hines, . Jefus told Aem hit 

dodrines were not taught in fe<yet } but propagated 

openly in the fynagogues and in the tiemple. He 

might call wimefieson that head fraai every part. 

As he fpake thi6> one of the officers who ftood 

by ftruck him on the ^e, for anfwering the high« 

. pneft with fuch irreverence. ^^^-* If I have fpokea 

• any thing improper, fiud Jefos,^ be^ witn^ of itt 

If not, for what reafon am I ftrutk^^ 

tS' While the high*prieft was thus queftibning lefu^ 
Peter continued with the fervants at the fire ; one 
of whom obferving him, iaid he was furely one of 
Jefus's difciples; which Peter again denied.^--— « 



■ ■ I ' -M 



21. Bp.Xowth* in hi8 commentary on I(aiah liti.S. mentboia 
from the Mi(hiia» a cu^om among the Jew8« of prodaimingr a 
criminal's affenot before he fuffered i that if any body could bear 
witnefs to his innocence^ he might be allowed to do it. The 
Bifliop fttppOfeSs that our Saviqur alludes here to this privilege^ 
which, was denied him* 

22. Our UefTed Saviour's being ftruck in this way, in a ooart 
of ju(licf» (hews either that there was great indecorum amooe the 
Jetrs in the adminiilration of juftice« or great partiality and ma<s 
lice, if this behaviour was particular in our Savipur's cafe. 

§OQI| 



CHAP, xvm- in 

800& after, another perfon, a relation of bun Vfhaai ^S. 
Peter had wounded, faid, Tou were certainly in the 
garden with Jefus, when he waatakoi. But Peter 97' 
firenuoufly agsdn denied his knowing any. thing of the 
matter. --«-~ Soon after^ the cock crew. 

As die Jewifb Sanhedrim had not the ^wer of '** 
life and death, their prefent bufinefs was only to 
procure matter of accnfation againft Jefus. Vl&nf 
early in the momiag, therefore, hi was carried &o«i 
tbb palace of Caiphas before Pcftitius Pilate the Rm 
«an governor. But as it was the day before the 
jpaflb?er, the chief priefts did not enter the judg^ 
ment^iall, left they fhould be defiled. Pilate, there^ $9^ 
foKe, went out to them, and aiked them^ Whatac* 
cufatiea they brought agamft Jefus ? — *~ From theiif S^* 3'< 
9nfwer, he plainly perceived they had nothtug cxu 
minal to allege againft him ; smd fui^x>fing he had 
been guilty only of fome trivia^l tranfgreflion of their 
4aWy^ bad them try him themfelves. But they afllired 
^m it was a criminal matter, and they had, there- 
fore, no right to try him. — >-»- Thus, by throwing 3a. 
the. trial into the hands of the Romans, whole cq£- 



- 28. Our Saviour had eaten the paiTover the night beforet 
which feeros to have been the precife time appointed in Ex. xii* 
6. 8, But the great numbers who came to Jerufalem at the 
palTover, made it qecefTary to allow more time ; and it was ufual 
for the Jews, when the country became populous, to continue tbp 
paffover from Thurfday evening till Friday evening ; fee a note on 
Matt* xxvi. 20. The number ^ of Jews at thefe feftivals was fy 

Irrcaty that when Ceftius made a public inquiry, he found that tlie 
ambs killed at one paffover in Jerufalem » amounted to two million 
^fty-fix thoufand five hundred. Bel. Jud. ^i. 
S2. $tp c}iap. ill. 14. and chapt xii. 32^ 

tom 
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it:.ms, to cruofy iqaldaftorsy tbe J«wb xa» 
koowibgly fulfilled thole prophecies, wbicb J^U9 
Umfelf had. ddiTeredj with regard to the naiiQef 
of his ^eadi. 
33* Pilate therefore, who had now becA-i^omied of 
Jefos's claims to regal power, called him again be* 
fore Un^ and aflced htm, what be haEd to &y in 

34. anfwer to that accufation ? -~~ Jefus told him^ it wai 
f .oHkrge raifed on a fa]£s interpretatbn of his words^ 

35. iMi^Blate f»d, that, he him&lf underftood not the 
id^ diftus^lions of. thdr words; but that they, who 
iliouid beft underiland thetn^ the rulers of his nap 
l^on^ had accu&d him* What is the interpretation^ 

50; contiiiued he to Jefus, which you give?---~«Mos 
told hinn that his kingdom was of a fpiritual nature 
^vexy <S&rent; {rem (he kmgdoms of this world* 
If I had pietended, faid be, to any. earthly kingdom, 
I ihould have raifed an army, like other princes of 
the world, to hare Oppofed my demies. •?—— You 

37* are then a king, bid Filate?-*-**-^Inone fenfe,.an- 
(wered Jefus, I am : and to the truth of this fpirif^ 
tual kingdom, which God is now eftabliflung ia die 
world, I come to bear witneft ; of which all. who 
are difpofed to liften to the, truth will be mssbgis, 

38. — Pilate carelefsly alking him. What he meant by 



37. Sw Xe^ik* oTi ^awXsuj «/*«* sy« •• Thc text thus pointed^ thf 
tianflation would run. Thou fayejl true : for I am a king. 

38. We have a good coninicnt on this vcrfc in the following 
lines : 

•— What 18 truth ? *Twai Pilate's queftion pat 
To truth itfelf, that 4eigaed him no reply : 

truth? 



CHAP. XVm. ^95 

tnkb ? Wev^ out to the chief piiefts and tdfai <them, 
he ionnd: aothi&g crbmnal in tibe p^ibn tbey: had 
bsougbt before hinu — ^^ But yoa have a cuftom, iai^ 39. 
Jje, ffcat I flioal^ releaJe^td yciu a prj^Jtierttt the paiSl 
.c«*r;^ fhaU I-Aerefore releafe the kiiig of'the Jews? ^^ 
«w-T-To th&i1fe)l eried but fai ArQiig t^ms of oj^cU 40. 
fition ; requefl:ing>, that he watild rather releafe ; one 
'Barabbas— -a ^¥=ery notorious offender; who was, at .^ ": 
ch^t tiin% inflAUki fyr fedition and muirdet- ' ^ =• 
t - ftlatej-^h^w^er, hopmg to 'pacify the lewlfli CHift.?, 
'pi^fts by a gentler punifliment) or^red^ Jsf us tp be 
fedurged; 'aiid the foldiers, Mo Whofisi haikk he' was <* 
-^Tyei>, add^^de^ifi^ ^nd ill uf^ge to the puhifl^menL ^* 
.They put if^drowii of 'thorns oftjhlg bead; iriiddr^^g .:: 
^imifi a 'pii¥iilerobe> feU d6^KFn t)e£Dr^ hibi, -falttting 3* 
'itina^as « Is^g* ' The»i in contempt they ffnoti^ him 4* 5 
on the &ce. Pilate entering into the^iidibule, at|^ 
*hdplng that- it might have its eflfeft' oh. ^thfe chief .n 
pri^l^, brou^t^^'tlt Jefus to^heM in that ri^uteUs 



1/ 



And wherefore ? Will npt Go4 impart bis light 
To them that aflc it ? — Freely : *tis his joy, * ' 
Ht8 glory, and his qat«r« to i|»p|rt : 
But to the prbudy uncandid, iniincere, 
r.- -- Or negligent inquirer, not a fpark. 

Cowper's Talk, 

Froni Pilate'^ charaftcr, indeed, we may fuppofc he had no 
'great reverence for truth. Egifippus (De excid. Jeruf. 1.2. c.5.) 
■faySj. that he was Virnequam, et par^t faciens mendaciwn. 

I. This account feems to differ from that of the other evange* 
lifts, who mention thefe circumftances after his condemnation. 
And ypt, that Pilate ufed this chaftlfcment by way of fatisfying the 
Jews, feems probable from Luke xxiii. 16. 

3. See the notes^ Matt, xxvii, on the crown of thorns, and be- 
haviour of the Roman foldiers. 

dref^ 
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drefl^ and tcid them he had f^vqi htm aH the puenifi^ 

^ ment which he thought he deferved. But the chidF 

priefts and officeis clamoured loud to have him cni- 

ctfied. f-r—^ Pilate toM them, he muft leave it then to 

y« them, for he found no fault in him* i— -i- By their law, 

. . the lews anfweredj - he certainly defefved . death, for 

he pretended to he the $on of 6o4* 
H. 9. i . This rather alarming Pilate, he carried him agaiii 
into the judgment-hall, and quefti<med ' Urn mudi 
« ' io» :iibout his origin, but received no anfwer« —r-*- Pilate, 
^ .. .^ '&rprifed,a[t this, ail^ed Jefus, Why he treated him 
' with fuch neglefi i Do you not know, (Iqd he, that 
J have the power of life and de^th over you i — r- 
Uf ;Tou could }iave no power at all over m^ (aid Jefus, 
unleis Gf od for his ovm ^fe pu|pof(}S'>|ia4 allowed it ; 
but their fin, who delivered me t9to your hands, i$ 
greater than yours* 
i^^ This fp^ch d^tenqined Pilate ^ to r^feafe Jefus. 

; But the Jewi(h pric^ cried oi)t w^h vehemence. If 
you releafe this perfon, you cannot be well inclined 
to Caefan Whoever declares himfelf a king, oppofes 
i5fH-»l- Caefar.-- — rThis was touching Pilate in a tender 
^^* part ; for Tiberius, the Roman ediperov, was, of all 

princesj^ 



7, The Jews held this Unguage, becaufe Judea* tl^ough a 
Homan province, wa8 governed under tf^e Roa[aD^ in i^anj r^* 
jjpe&^y by its own laws. 

Some fuppore> that Fi}ate wa^ the niQrf afroid lefl Jefus mig^t 
be fon^e dcnii-go^. Others think, that as the Jews were fo rery 
tenacious of their relfgious rites, Pilate was afraid, if he did not 
^ fondemn Jefus it fnight occafiqn a fedition. 

14. The difficulty with regard to the mode of reckoning tia^ 
b^twfen Johp and the other eyangetiitsi is commonly reconciled 



CHAP. XIX. 397 

princeS) th^ nfoft jealous in his Ctaiper; and the 
moft apprehenfive of a rival. Pilate therefojre, alarmed 
at this, lat down ui a portico, which was called ia 
Hebrew^ G^bbatha, from its bdng a raifed pavement ; 
and ordcdog Jefus again before him, he endeavoured 
to turn the idea which had been fuggefted to him 
into deri^on, by prefaiting Jefus to the people under 
the name of tbeir king* On this the chief priefts^ 
with great vehemence, cried out. Away with him ; 
away .with him : crucify him. , What ! iaid Pilate9 

Aall I crucify, your long?; The chief priefts re* 

plied. We have no king but Caefar.— ^Pilate at 
length gave way to the tumult, and delivered Jefus 
into thdr hands. 

It was about fix o'clock in the momiiig when they ,., 
led him to ^^utfon, . mjJung him bear his crofs. 
7——- At a place called Golgotha^ they crucified him ; x8. 
and to increafe the ignominy^ they crucified a male* 

£a£U>r pn each fide of him* -| On the crofs Pilate 19, io« 

had placed an infcription in three languages, Greeks- 
Latin, and Hebrew, JESUS OF NAZARETH 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. But it gave offence 21. 
to the chief priefts, and they defired Pilate to write 
only, who pretended* to be king (f the Jews. But aa» 
Pilate refufed to make any alteration. 



by fuppofing that they followed the Tcwifh mode ; and Jobn» who 
wrote after the deftruAion of Jerufalcm, followed the Roman. ~ 
This, however, does not fet to rights all the little difficulties with[ 
regard to time, which occur among, the fevcral erangelifts. Ji 
thmk the beft anfwer is, they are of Tittle moit^nt. . : '^ 

In 
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23.24. Id tte mt»fi ikie iheiTc^Mmidi^^dhisgaiiMitt 
MDOftg tliMi;'tMil: » his'ktter coal wa» trtthouta 
faam, ii^tefttd of n^idiag k^ &«y cad lots Ibr k: that 
lelftailsaMy fiilfiUbig tbat j^v^heCy* m the FTakns^ 
They fxMed my ^rmenis ^dfmng tbem ; and fir my 
^e/htft tbey ccfi hts. 
35.26.17. ' Dttiifi^ thfe inelaiKJioly fcene» the mo^r of 
JeTus, :witii fome other "wottten trho had attended 
hkA, ^ftD6d by his cn^ l^fiis Afelftg f ohm noar them, 
MGotmilendid' lua niothei^ to l|is |i<itii£idhur care. He 
took her . home therefore; afid kept: her ^h fafan 
while Iheiived. 

*^' Jefiw knoiAig that every 4ihinf relatii^ to his life 

and death ^'as now fulfilled, to accomt^fiii the laft 
pttK>jfti^y whkfe hiehftiAed ihdr ^i^htg iim- vinegar to 

99. Aririk^ com^aihed of Htkiit. On thb^ «ti^ 6f the foU 
diers dipped a ^>oiige in vinegar, iniited lirkh hyflfop, 
and putting it at (he end of a reed, reached it to his 

90. inouth. Jefus tafting'it^ fidd^ It is finiflied; and 
bowing his head, exjnred. 



. H. Pf.xxii. 18. 

29. The text fay$, fui U v^ hj^ffop; aod commentators ezplaut 
il M faying, hyuep gncywa in th^ eaft, with « IcHig fteiii tkt t 
reed. But vinegar ana hyflpp (which was ia frcqu^t ufe aaioog 
the Jew8> fee Ex. xii. 22. Xevit; xiv. 4. Num. xix. 6*) made 
together a medicated draught, often given to cnminals. in thtt 
pallage it appears as if a bunch of hyflbp had been laid upon t 
piece of fponge, aad dipped in vinegar. The reed is not men- 
tionedt but fuppofcd. In Pliny's Natural Hiftory (xxiii. !•) we 
lave the vinegar, the fpotige, and the bunch of hyfibp brought 
together, thot)gh on a different occasion. ■ Calidum acetum, ia 
ipongia apDofitum^^adjcao byffopi iafciculoi medetor fedk vitiis. 
«-ir-* See sufo Iib« ziv. i6. 

Ia 
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In the mem time» the Jews^ not knowing thdt 31* 
!fefus. "w^ dead, and Mailing the bodies to be te- 
mtived before the fabbath, (which bdng in the 
l^fibver w^k, was a fabbath of more than ord&iary 
fbleiftonity,) bqgged Pilate to order the legs of dm 
ttttninals to be broken j that if there flioul4 be any 
temains of life in them, on thehr bang taken dowa 
fotmeir thin ufual^ they might not be able to ekape^ 
Tbe foldiers accordfingiy broke the legs of the two $1- 
edminals who were eacecuted with Jefus ; .but findt 3h 
iAg' thai Jefus himfelf was certainly dead, they 
thOi^ht it uniieceflfary to break his legs: one <^ 34- 
them, how:ever, thruft a fpear into his fide, from 
vhkh iffttt^d blood and water. ..— ^-« All thefe circum- 35 « 
ibn^is the writer of this aceoimt btmfelf Ikw, and 
b»its teftimony to the trudi of diem. On the two 3^« 
U& be btys a partt<;Qlar ftrefe ; the fbntier complete 
Ing that {»rophetit type of the pa&hal lamb $ ^fwhkk 
a bone was not to be broken : and the latter fulfiWng a 37* 
prophecy of Zechariah, they Jhall look on him whom 
thf havepierceck 

At Arimatfaea lived a perfon of fome confequence, 38* 
t^rhpfe name wa$ Jpfeph. He was a difciple of 
J&fos) tmt through fear of the Jews, had kept his 
opinions to himfelf. At his matter's death,^ however. 



34. Anatomffts obferve that frbm the appearance both of 
Iblood and water, it was plain the heart w^ pietctd \ and of courft 
tbat-JefiM was dead. 

30* £x. xii. ^6. 

37. 2ech. xii* le, 

he 
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Tie- aflumed ilew courage^ and gave a lioble 
<d his faith* In the midft of all diat ig&omiay and 
general difappointment whkh overwhelmed the caufe 
t>f Jefus, during th? fhort period between his death 
^aad refurreftion^ this muii prtfefving his fiaith eo- 
tirey went boldly to Pilate^ and begged leave to take 
the body from the cro&i that it might net be dU^ 
graced by being caft out among dommon malefa£ix>r8. 

^9. In this pious office he was affifted by NicodemttSt 
linother fecret difciple, who brought with him a large 
quahtity of fpices, fuch as were ufed cQmmwIy in 

40. embalming. Thefe two took the body fiom the 
41. 43. ^i^s ; and as it was late in the evening before the 
ikbbath, and they were prefled for time^ th^ 
•Wrai^[)ed it up only in linen with the fpices^ intend* 
<ng afterwards, to embahn it properiy* Having done 
'diis, they laid it in a new fepiilcfare in a garden^ 
ioear the place of execution, where it lay during the 
fi3d>bath» 

CHAP. On the morning after, very early, Mary Magda^ 
^^^' len, who had feen where the body had been depofited. 



I. a. 



39* j^hut an hundrtd pmmdi weight f fays the text. This was 
indeed a . very large quantity. But the Jews eftiipated their re- 
fp€6tby the quantity of fpices ufed in embalmtn)^ the bbdj of the 
deceafed. JVellein quotes a paffage from the Talmudy 10 which 
It 18 (aidy that eighty pounds of (pices wei-e ufed at the funeral of 
Gamalielr — — — Bowyer fuhditutes a reading, which makes the 
fenfe thus : a mixture of myrrh and aloes ^ of about a pound each, ■ 
But the Jews ufed fometimes not only to anoint the body« bat to 
lay it in a bed of fpices : fee 2 Chron. xvi. 14, where the fiineral 
ox Afa is defcribed. * 

i. The Jewifli (abbath was Saturday. 7he mormng afkr, there- 
fore, anfwers to our Sunday ; which, from the great cveat of Cbrft's 
re£arre£kion> became the Chriftian fabbath. 



went 
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went to the fepulchre, and found the ftone removed 
which had clofed its mouth. At this Ihe was j. 
greatly difturbed, and ran to tell Peter and John 
what ihe had feen, who immediately haftened to the 
fepulchre. John arriving firft, looked in, and faw 4.5. 
the linen clothes lying in order, Peter coming after- 6. 
wardsy entered the fepulchre, and faw the clothes 
lying, as John had defcribed them, and the napkin y. 
folded by itfelf, which had been bound round the 
head. John alfo then went in, and comparing all 8. 
things together, began to be convinced, that Jefus 
was rifen : for of that full convi^iorij which he might 9- 
have had from the prophets, he had yet no idea. 

With this imperfed information, the two dif- 10. 
ciples returned to their brethren. 

After they Were gone, Mary, who ftill continued "• 
in great aiHidion about the place, went again to the 
fepulchre, and looking in, faw two angels fitting, "• 
one at the head, the other at the feet, where the 
body had lain. On their inquiry into the caufe of '3' 
her diftrefs, ihe told them her great difappointment H- 
at 9ot finding the body. Then turning from the 
fepulchre, fliQ faw Jefus himfelf ftanding before her. 



1 1. There 18 much difficulty in reconciling Su John's account 
of Mary, with the accounts of the oth^r evaugeh'fts. They all 
agree that Mary faw the angels ; but they differ as to the point 
of time. Nor do I fee how this matter can be reconciled with 
anjr appearaitce of probability. We are conilrained therefore, I 
thmky in this paiTage, as m many others, to allow the Tariations 
of thc^ evangelifts in trifling matters, and confidcr them only as 
attentive to the jgranJ pwnti they had in view. See a note on 
Matt, xxviii. i. 

V0L.L- Dd but 



4oa ST. JOHN. 

IS' bm did not know him. On hia alkmg: berilie auft 
of l^er ferrow, §te fupfyoAfyg him to t^ the gardi&tfery 
defired to know where he hadf Isdd tfere ha&f, .tf be 
had taken if awajr, and file woold tbvoo^ iCv ■ 

r6. Jefbs k>oking at her^ 6id^ Mary! On ^h^ file 
inftamly knew him, and hVkig db^m at kb feef^ 
cried out, in a tratliport of joy, My Marflcr aa^ tuf 

1/. Lord!-^ — r-Sefm faffd, do tM iKyw dtfHl}^ n«i^, ydo 
fhafFl hafte other opporrn^niliesi ol feehig me befere liif 
afcenfioff. But go now to mf brefhren^ and i^t 
thenf, thaf I am rflen from the deasd, an^ ihatl fptftsiS^ 
afeend to that graeiders^ God who will be th^ Vmber, 
as he i^ itriner 



J 8. ig. On the evening, of that very day (the.firft day 
of the week) on which Mary had told thefe thing;& 
to the difciples, as they were aflfembled privately for 
fear of the Jews^ Jefus flood in the midft of theiij* 

20. and having bleiTed them^ fliewed them his hands 
and his fide, which fully convinced" them of the 
reality of his appearance, and threw them into an 

21. ecftafy of joy.. He then blefled them again, and 
^ told them, he fenr them into the world to continue 

that gracious work of preaching the gofpd wimrfa 



17. Go to my hrethreui ^r. There is Something inexpreffitljr 
tender in x\\\» fpeech. Not with Handing (heir late fhameful de- 
fertion of him. he (who kjiew thi /pint was wiling th&agb the 
Jtejh was weak) fends to them In the klndeft manner, and ne?er 
touches more on their fault. Jufl id tile prodigal fon wa$ received; 
Luke XV. 20 f 

2 his 
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bis Falsher bad intruded to ,him : adding^ with a 22. 
figxiiflcant fign of breatjaiug oiii them^ a o'epetitiou 23, 
.of the promifes of the Holy Ghoft, and lOf the powqr 
of procIaiiDing remiilioxi of fms on the teroas of the 
goi^^ei. 

Jt bapp€»f4^ that Thomas was not with the dif- 24. 
ciples when Jefus firft appeared tp them. Oil hU 25. 
being informed therefore .of it^ he declar.e.d, that he 
.would not believe it, unlefs he himfelf fbould be an 
^ye-witndfe, .a^nd ihould fee the prints of the nails 

in his hands, and of the fpear in his fide. A week 26. 

after, when the difciples were again affembled in the 
fame private manner, and Thomas with them, Jefus, 
as 'before, appeared among them, and bleifed them. 
He then gave Thomas the teftimony he required, ^7. 
^and had >bim rbe no Jonger incredulous. ThiDimas, • ^s. 

fully 



22. The fign of breathing on .them, was fignlficant, like other 
(ignsy in e;cpre!inng, as nearly as coult) be adapted to our concep- 
.tions, (he operation intended. Thus in another paffdge, The 
nvind bloweth, ^c, Jo is every one ihat is korn of the Spirit. 'We 

need not fuppofe this is meant. as an a8ual giving of the Holy 
"Ghoft, which was formally given afterwards, but as -referring to 
that future time, 

25. All thefe particulars of the.refurreftion of J^fus, and of thp 
tranfaftions afterwards, are told in tlie original with that genuine 
Simplicity which.jevinces truth, and w^hich no other modeof rela- 
tion can equal. .For the^fake df uniformity, however, I am con- 
ftrainedto adopt a more modern mode of exprefliou. 

25. 'BaXui Toy hkx'nAov m fhould.not be rendered, tbrtift my hands 
into ; but rather, lay my finger upon^ 

26, And after eight days--- that is, according to the Jcwifli reckon- 
ing, on the ftrft day of tlic week, or our Sundaiy. 

^8. As a comment on this pafTage, I {hall ttanf^ribe the fol- 

J lowing obfei:v8t<oits from a-taluable book. -r-^-r-*' When Thomas, 

overcome by the evidence our Lord had given him, and ipeited 

Dd a by 
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ig. fully convinced, cried out in all the eameftne& of 

faith. My Lord and my God! Thomas, faid 

Jefus, thou haft believed in my refurreftion, becaufe 
thou haft feen me ; but it is not every one who can 
have fuch evidence. Bleffed is he who can ground 
his faith on fuch teftimony as the wifdom of God 
thinks proper to vouchfafe. . 

30. Other evidences of his refurre£tion Jefus a£Forded 

his difciples, which are not here taken notice of. 
But thefe are a fvfEcient ground for our faith in him 
as the Mefliah. 



by his condefcenfion, broke out, in the language of true faith* 
into that ezdamationy Mj Lord and my God ! Thomas, replied 
our Lord, thou haft believed becaufe thou haft feen me : bleflcd 
are they that have not feen, and yet have believed, — — > This 
paflage demands all our attention. Had faith iprung from any 
inward impreffion, Thomas might as well have believed before 
this fenfible conviAion as after it. But he withheld his affent 
till it was extorted from him by the evidence of his fenfes. Upon 
which our Lord's remark is, Bkffed are they thai have notfeetif and 
fet have heBeved* That is, the ordinary means of bleffing man- 
kind with the knowledge of the Chriftian faith, will be by that 
evidence which thou haft refifted — the teftimony of well informed 
witneffes. The evidence of fenfe is indeed given to a few, that 
they may be my chofen witneftes to the reft of the world : but 
this kind of evidence cannot be imparted to all : the work of 
ffcneral converfion muft be carried on by rational and hiftorical 
r^dence. It muft be acknowledged that this occurrence is ex- 
tremely remarkable, and feema to have been difpofed by our 
Lord on purpofe to lay open to us, in one ftriking incident, the 
whole dodrine of the origin of faith.'' Rotheram's Eflay on 
Faith, p. 8S.— — I may add that this verfe (28.^) is always con- 
fidered as a ftrong argument in favour of the divinity of our Sa« 
vioar. 

30. Some fuppofe the evangelift to have concluded his gofpd at 
this chapter ; but there feems to be no ground for the fuppofition ; 
except that it appears his gofpd miiht have concluded very well 
here* 

After 
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After this, when the difciples met Jefus, as he CHAP. 
had appointed them, in Galilee, he difcovered him- ^ ^^* 
felf to them in this manner. — As Peter, and the 
two fons of Zebedee^ with Thomas, Nathaniel, and 
two other difciples, had been exercifing their calling 
of fiOiing on the lake of Tiberias ; after a toilfome 
night, they were drawing near the ihore. There' 
Jefus flood; but was not feen diftindly enough to 
be known. Finding they had taken nothing, he 5. e. 
bad them caft their net on the right fide of the boat ; 
which having done, they inclofed fo great a quantity 
of filb, that they were fqarce able to drag them* — — - 
John immediately turning to Peter, faid. It is the 7-9-9-io. 
Lord. -On which Peter, girding his coat about *' 

him, threw himfelf into the fea; while the other 
difciples came to ihore in the boat dragging the 
net, which was unbroken, notwithftanding the great 
number of filhes which it inclofed— —On their 
landing they found a fire, and preparations for a meal ; 
which was fumiflied from the fifli they had taken* 
But the difciples were under fuch awe and reverence 
at the prefence of Jefus, that none of them, though 
they well knew him, durfl accoft him as their mafler. 

This was the third time that Jefus had fhewn 14- 



7. It 18 pleafing and inftrud^ive to fee that eager zeal whicli 
St. Pcter^ imprefTed probably with a fenfe of his late denial, (hews 
on this occafion. 

II. The text faysy/a// of great ^es, a hundnd% and ffty^ and 
three. With reeard to the greatneft of fome of the iifh which are 
found in this lake^ Hafslequifl. fpeaks of one fpecies called the^ 
Charmud, which weighs often thirty pounds. — — It is eurioiu alfo* 
though not otherwife remarkable, that Oppian* in his poem on 
fiihing, mentions this precifc uuraber, as all the kinds of fifh with 
which he wHs acquainted. 

I himfelf, 
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bimfelfy m a public manner, to hk dificiples fince 
15.16.17. his refurrediOB. —— After they had ealeuj Jetm^ 
sHndmg to Peter'^ iate wdeni&l of hkn, a&e^t Wlie- 
tber his affedion to hiiai ^m^ now fuperior to all 
worldly things? Aad this <que(lion hie put ^bcae 
times tto him ; bid^g liKm, alter each coafeffionj 
x8. 19. ]Pced bis flock. Peter exprefled Us tmbappinefe at 
ids jna&ar's repealing the queildQii : on whidb Jefus 
iniforBied hkn, iJaat ftte fhould ^here^er be a rgreat 
light in the >Gbriflnan Avorid 3 aiid ;(hoold •finaily glo- 
rify God by laying down his life for the golpel. 
The very maimer of his death JeCtts rpoistfed out. 
Your hands, faid die, fkall hereafter be ftretehed out 
ngajnft your 'wiU ; and another ihall gird you, and 

JO. 21, carry yon whither you ^would not. JefUs then 

ifiddi&g his difoiples follow hhn, Peter turned round, 
and oblervmg John near his maft^ , a(ked, Whs^ 

22. ^flunild ibeeeme of bha ? — — - If I ohoofe, anfwdred 
Jefns, /to have :hnn wait till I .come, what is that 

23 . sx> you ? foiled "ycoa oik. ■ This anfw^r gave occa- 
fioQ to an x>pinion, that that difoiple Ihould never 
die. But Jefus's fyeecfa really conveyed no fuch 
meaning.; but was only a gentle rebtdie to Peter for 
his cuiiofity. 

15. Lovefi thou me more than thefe ? Some interpret this pafr 
fage as if Jefus had (aid, more than thefe difciples love me. £ut 
this would have been a queftion which Peter could not well hane 
anfwered. 

17. The aHegorift laye^ Jefus afked the queftion three times, 

alluding to the minlfter's threefold office of preaching, pva^^er, 

and a holy life. Others (ay, Chrift obliged htm to thefe dbice 

confeffions, for his three denials. Probably nothing more was ia« 

*tended than an eameft manner of fpeaking. 

1 8. We have the authority of antiquity hrlofffAng that Beter 
was crucified. 

The 
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The difciple, about whom Peter afted the quef- 24. 
tion, is the writer of this gofpel ; and his teftimony 
may be depended on as true. But he means not to 
give an account of every thing that Jefus faid and 
did, which would engage him in a work much greater 25. 
than is neceflary. 



25. Some, offended at this hyperbolical mode of fpeaking, fay 
the fenfe will allow the words to mean« the world could not receive 
(or comprehend) the hooks^ &c. But I think this is refinement. 
— Others again wifli we bad more of our bleffed Saviour's dif« 
courfes, parables, and miracles recorded. That he did and faid 
many things which are not recorded, we have feveral hints, befides 
this paffage of St. John. The mighty works done at Chorazin^ to 
which our Saviour alludes (Matt xi. 21.), are no where men- 
tioned. Nor is that faying of Chriti's which St. Paul records, 
that it is more hlejfed to give than to receive (\6ts xx. 35»)'» 
and we are often told that Jefus went preachmg and working 
miracles about towns and villages : and yet neither the difcourfes 

he held, nor the works he performed, are related. In anfwer 

to all this we allege, that this matter, no doubt, as all others* 
was dirt^fled by the wifdom of an over-ruling providence. Let 
us fuppofe that the New Teftament had extended, as no doubt it 
might have done, to half a dozen folios, could the poor either 
have purchafed or have read fuch bulky volumes ? Without doubt, 
therefore, the fize of the New I'eflament, like its contents, was 
accommodated to the fituation of the generality of mankind. 
Enough is given to ground our faith and pradice. More therefore 
would have been uuneceffary. 



END OF THE GOSPEL BY ST. JOHN. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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